
    

UNDERSTANDING THE PARCC REPORTS

Soon, you will receive  your child’s reports from the PARCC state exams that 
were given last year to students in grades 3-10.  The PARCC assessments 
replaced the Benchmark exams that were given for several years. The follow-
ing information is provided to assist parents in understanding the scores.

The intention of the assessment and reports is to help 
determine whether your child met grade-level expectations and 
whether your child is on track for college and careers.

This test is just one measure of how your child is performing 
academically. Other measures, such as grades, teacher feedback 
and other test scores help determine your child’s strengths and 
weaknesses.

Scores should not be compared to those of previous exams. 
The format and content of the exams were much different than 
previous exams. For example, instead of using a multiple choice 
format like in years past, students were asked to explain their 
answers and defend their reasoning.

Teachers will use scores to inform curriculum. Based on 
results, teachers will modify their teaching to build on their 
students’ strengths and shore up weaknesses. State law requires 
that students who receive a score of 1, 2, or 3 receive an Aca-
demic Improvement Plan (AIP) to ensure students receive the 
support they need for academic success. 

Scores may seem low. The PARCC assessment was not only 
new to our students, but also had more challenging content 
than previous exams. Even if your child requires an 
AIP, that does not mean he or she is falling behind.

Parents can use the scores to identify ways they can further 
assist their child in improving academically. In addition to 
teacher feedback, there are many resources available to parents 
for addressing areas for improvement.

Helpful Resources:

http://understandthescore.org/
Score report guide and resources

http://bealearninghero.org/
Online learning tools, activities and 

other helpful information

http://bit.ly/1QUEUyI 
Arkansas Dept. of Education 

Commissioner’s Letter to Parents

http://www.corestandards.org/
Overview of grade-level curriculum 

standards for math and literacy
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