
MENA SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

 

JULY 15, 2014 

 

MINUTES 

 

The Mena School Board met in regular session on Tuesday night, July 15, 2014, in the 

Administration Building Board Room, with the following members present:  Will 

Robbins, Kyle Cannon, Edd Puckett, Judith Roberson, Robert Hines, Clint Montgomery, 

and Brian Kesterson. 

 

Will Robbins called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked Judith Roberson to open 

the meeting with prayer. 

 

Minutes from previous Board meetings were reviewed. Judith Roberson made a motion 

to approve the minutes as read. Kyle Cannon seconded the motion and motion carried 7-

0. 

 

President Robbins moved to Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Weston informed the Board of 

medical insurance changes from the recent special called legislative session. 

 

One School Vehicle & Bus Insurance Bid was received and opened from Farm Bureau 

Insurance. Judith Roberson made a motion to approve the Farm Bureau Insurance bid for 

$18,589.92. Kyle Cannon seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Edd Puckett made a motion to approve Change Fund and Petty Cash funds for each 

building. Judith Roberson seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Robert Hines made a motion to approve the 2013-2014 Inventory. Clint Montgomery 

seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Ken Marshall, Assistant Superintendent, presented the Board Policies. Edd Puckett made 

a motion to approve Board Policies for use. Kyle Cannon seconded the motion and 

motion carried 7-0. 

 

After each building principal presented their building’s handbooks, Mr. Weston 

recommended board approval for use. Kyle Cannon made a motion to approve building 

handbooks. Robert Hines seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Tim Harper, Athletic Director, presented the Athletic Handbook. Robert Hines made a 

motion to approve Athletic Handbook for use. Kyle Cannon seconded the motion and 

motion carried 7-0. 

 

Mr. Weston recommended an increase for our extra milk prices to $.40. Clint 

Montgomery made a motion to accept Mr. Weston’s recommendation to increase extra 

milk prices to $.40. Kyle Cannon seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Mr. Weston recommended approval for the following bids on summer projects: 

 



Job #1 – Fiber optic conduit for Louise Durham and Mena Middle School – low bid from 

Aleshire Electric for $7,808. Robert Hines made a motion to accept the bid from Aleshire 

Electric for $7,808. Kyle Cannon seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Job #2 – Electrical for renovation at Louise Durham – low bid from 5J Electric for 

$4,648. Kyle Cannon made a motion to accept the bid from 5J Electric for $4,648. Robert 

Hines seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Job #3 – Framing for walls and ceiling at Louise Durham (Room 14, counseling center, 

and old kitchen) – low bid from A&R Construction for $11,746. Clint Montgomery made 

a motion to accept the bid from A&R Construction for $11,746. Kyle Cannon seconded 

the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Job #4 – Sidewalk construction at high school Ag building (5’x225’x4” deep) – low bid 

from DeWayne Summitt for $4,325. Judith Roberson made a motion to accept the bid 

from DeWayne Summitt for $4,325. Clint Montgomery seconded the motion and motion 

carried 7-0. 

 

Job #5 – Sidewalk/road from Union Bank Park to practice field (10’x170’x4” deep) – low 

bid from RCI for $6,775. Judith Roberson made a motion to accept the bid from RCI for 

$6,775. Robert Hines seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Job #6 – Portable storage building at Louise Durham (12x16 all metal) – storage for 

custodial supplies – low bid from Travis Manual for $2,150. Kyle Cannon made a motion 

to accept the bid from Travis Manual for $2,150. Clint Montgomery seconded the motion 

and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Job #7 – Counseling center VCT installation and carpet removal at Louise Durham – one 

bid from Mike’s Home Specialties for $2,717.58. Edd Puckett made a motion to accept 

the bid from Mike’s Home Specialties for $2,717.58. Kyle Cannon seconded the motion 

and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Job #8 – VCT installation at Holly Harshman Elementary (hallway from cafeteria to front 

door) – one bid from Mike’s Home Specialties for $4,078.73. Robert Hines made a 

motion to accept the bid from Mike’s Home Specialties for $4,078.73. Clint Montgomery 

seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Mr. Weston stated the total for these renovations is $44,248.31. 

 

Mr. Weston asked Danny Minton to give details on other maintenance updates. Mr. 

Minton stated consideration was made for a new air condition unit in the counseling 

center at Louise Durham. After receiving bids for the new unit, bids were taken for 

repairing and cleaning of the current unit, installing a drop ceiling, re-duct the existing air 

ducts in three classrooms, including the multi-sensor room. Two bids were received for  

the current unit; Alvin’s Heating and Air for $6,900 and a bid from Kinsey Refrigeration 

for $4,500. Edd Puckett made a motion for accept the low bid from Kinsey Refrigeration 

for $4,500. Robert Hines seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. Mr. Minton 

continued his maintenance updates with carpet installed in preschool rooms, sidewalk 

installation in front of the football building; driveway holes at Holly Harshman and Mena 

Middle School being patched; and the Ag building over hang bird problem. 



 

Moving on to Banking bids, Mr. Weston asked Kyle Cannon and Carla Myers to recuse 

themselves from the meeting, they left the meeting at 7:56 p.m. President Robbins 

presented checking account bid tabulation to include Arkansas Diamond Bank, Arvest 

Bank, and Union Bank of Mena. After discussion, Brian Kesterson made the following 

motion to accept the Resolution on the District checking account and to enter into 

contract with Union Bank of Mena for a two (2) year period pending approval by the 

Arkansas Department of Education  per A.C.A 6-24-102.  Judith Roberson seconded the 

motion and motion carried 6-0. Kyle Cannon and Carla Myers re-entered the meeting at 

8:04 p.m. 

 

Agenda Item #10 - Contract Additions – Mr. Weston informed the Board of Act 586 of 

2012 which allows Superintendents to mentor new incoming Superintendents and receive 

money above their normal contract amount. The money would be added to Mr. Weston’s 

contract for mentoring the new Ouachita River School District Superintendent. Clint 

Montgomery made a motion to approve the additional mentor money be added to Mr. 

Weston’s current contract. Robert Hines seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Mr. Weston stated Robert Hines and Will Robbins are up for re-election in September. 

Mr. Hines has filed his petition for re-election and no one filed for Mr. Robbins’ position, 

therefore, Mr. Robbins has agreed to serve another term and will be considered a hold 

over. 

 

With no opposed board election positions, Mr. Weston recommended not opening poll 

sites, only have early and absentee voting. Kyle Cannon read the following resolution: 

 

 IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of Mena School District that the 

Board of Directors hereby request the Polk County Board of Election Commissioners to 

open no polling places in Mena School District on September 16, 2014, so that the 

election can be conducted by absentee ballot and early voting only.  

 

Clint Montgomery seconded the resolution and resolution carried 7-0. 

 

Mr. Weston asked for authority to purchase one or two school buses. A 2009 bus with 

45,000 – 50,000 miles may be available for $49,000 - $54,000. The district could possibly 

purchase two used buses for the price of one new bus. Judith Roberson made a motion 

allowing Mr. Weston authority to purchase buses. Clint Montgomery seconded the 

motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Mr. Weston added student insurance to agenda. The district will continue using 

Naught/Naught Agency, renewal with Bollinger, Inc. 

   

Edd Puckett made a motion to pay bills. Judith Roberson seconded the motion and 

motion carried 7-0. 

 

Mr. Weston made the following personnel recommendations: 

 

RESIGNATIONS: 

 

Johnnie Gallego – Bus Driver 



Sheila Johnson – Secondary 

Judy Burnett – Secondary 

 

BUILDING CHANGE: 

 

Linda Shelley from Holly Harshman Special Education to Mena Middle School Special 

Education. 

 

Judith Roberson made a motion to accept Mr. Weston's recommendations. Kyle Cannon 

seconded the motion and the motion carried 7-0. 

 

Shane Torix, Principal of Mena High School and Paulette Sherrer, Principal of Holly 

Harshman, made the following certified hire and change recommendations to Mr. Weston 

and Mr. Weston made same recommendations to board: 

 

HIRE: 

 

Andy Philpot – Secondary – contingent on completing ALP ( English – MHS ) 

Stephanie Ladd – Secondary ( Art – MHS ) 

 

CHANGE: 

 

Tyra Hobson from Mena Middle School EAST to Mena High School EAST 

Chadwick Dixon from Mena High School EAST to Mena High School ALE Math 

 

Edd Puckett made a motion to accept Mr. Weston’s recommendations. Kyle Cannon 

seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

HIRE: 

 

Tommie Sue Palmer – Secondary – contingent on receiving Arkansas Certification  

(special education – HH) 

 

Robert Hines made a motion to accept Mr. Weston’s recommendation. Kyle Cannon 

seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Shane Torix, Principal of Mena High School, Jimma Holder, Principal of Louise Durham 

Elementary made the following classified recommendations to Mr. Weston: 

 

CONTRACT CHANGE: 

 

Cathey Burger from 210 days to 245 days – retro-active to July 1, 2014 

 

HIRE: 

 

Amanda Page – Registered Nurse (MHS) 

Jennifer McCauley – Clerical (MHS) 

 

Marlene McIntyre – Paraprofessional (LD) – contingent on passing Parapro exam 

 



Mr. Weston recommended hiring Suzanne Bentley – Bookkeeper - to replace Beverly 

Richardson at her retirement – retro-active to July 1, 2014 

 

Kyle Cannon made a motion to accept Mr. Weston’s recommendations. Judith Roberson 

seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

Will Robbins asked the Board’s thoughts on reinstating prayer prior to extracurricular 

activities. After discussion, Kyle Cannon made a motion to reinstate prayer prior to 

extracurricular activities. Judith Roberson seconded the motion and motion carried 7-0. 

 

With no further business, Judith Roberson moved to adjourn. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Will Robbins, President 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Kyle Cannon, Secretary 

 


