
RECORD OF BOARD PROCEEDINGS 

(MINUTES) 

 

                           Blytheville, AR 

                                      April 20, 2009 

 

The Blytheville Board of Education met at the Blytheville School District Administration 

Building at 405 West Park Street at 6:00 p.m. on April 20, 2009, with the following 

members present: 

 

(1)  Marrietta Jerome, President                  (2)  Ollie R. Lofton, Vice President 

(3)  Lori Hixson, Secretary                    (4)  Gene Henton 

(5)  Steve White                     (6)  Tommy Bennett, Jr. 

(7)  Billy Fair                      (8)  Bill Sullivan 

 

Others present for the meeting:  Donna Aldridge, Richard Atwill, Sherrie Burton, Ken 

Daniels, Donna Hilton (Blytheville Courier News), Suzanne Kenner, Vera James, Sue 

Jeffers, Curtis Johnson, Priscilla Johnson, Shirley Overman, Adron Poole, Penny Sims, 

Carolyn Stokes, Dr. Tommie Westbrook, Jr., and Carol A. White.  There were others 

present who did not place their names on the sign-in sheet. 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER President Jerome called the regular meeting for the month 

      of April 2009 to order. 

 

2.  MINUTES The minutes of the previous meeting and the minutes of the 

previous special meeting were approved as written. 

 

3.  CITIZEN TO   Ms. Carol White addressed the Board.  She distributed  

     ADDRESS THE  documents to the Board regarding her observations and 

     BOARD   concerns as a substitute teacher. 

 

4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS/ 

     REPORTS 

 A. Superintendent’s Report 

  

  Scott Beardsley, Senior Vice President of First Security 

 Beardsley Public Finance, presented documents to  

 the Board regarding a potential millage increase  

 election for September.  

 

5.  OLD BUSINESS There was no old business to discuss. 

 

6.  NEW BUSINESS A. 2009-2010 School Calendar 

 

  Upon the recommendation of Superintendent Daniels, 

  a motion was made by Ollie Lofton and seconded by 



  Gene Henton that the Board approve the 2009-2010 

  calendar as presented. 

 

 Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

 B. Meeting Change 

 

  The Board agreed to change the date of the May 

  Board meeting from May 25 to May 18 due to the 

  Memorial Day Holiday. 

 

7.  EXECUTIVE SESSION The Board went into executive session to discuss personnel 

matters. 

 

 NOTE:  CERTIFICATION IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE  

 INDIVIDUAL TEACHER.  ANY TEACHER WHOSE CERTIFICATION  

 HAS EXPIRED AND WHO DOES NOT OBTAIN RE- 

 CERTIFICATION FOR THE CONTRACTED JOB ASSIGNMENT  

 WILL NOT BE EMPLOYED FOR THE 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR.   

FUTURE EMPLOYMENT DEPENDS ON THE TEACHER’S  

CERTIFICATION BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.  IT  

IS AGAINST THE LAW TO PAY TEACHERS IF THEY ARE NOT  

CERTIFIED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. 

 

8.  OPEN SESSION  After discussion, the board came back into open session  

    and took the following personnel actions:  

 

A. Reappointment of Certified Employees (2009-2010) 

 

B. Resignation of Certified Employees (end of 2008-2009) 

 

 Michael Andrews Mathematics  BHS 

 Shaniece Gipson Grade 1   BPS 

 Shannon Spears English   BPS 

 Anthony Wingard Band Director  BIS 

 

C. Appointment of Certified Employees (2009-2010) 

 

 Sonja Haney  Grade 3   CES 

 Bobbie McLean Grade 2   BPS 

 Rebecca Merritt Special Education  BPS 

 Robin Sneed  English   BHS 

 

D. Reappointment of Classified Employees (2009-2010) 

 

 



E. Retirement of Classified Employee (end of 2008-2009) 

 

 Willie Westmorland Maintenance  District 

 

F. Appointment of Classified Employee (2009-2010) 

 

Louise Heard  Paraprofessional  BCS 

 

  Upon the recommendation of Superintendent Daniels, 

  a motion was made by Tommy Bennett and seconded  

  by Billy Fair that the Board accept the reappointments,  

  appointments, retirement, and resignations as listed in 

  A. – F. above. 

 

 Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Lori Hixson and Bill Sullivan left the meeting at this time. 

 

G. Reappointment of Certified Employees (2009-2010) 

 

Sally Cooke  Literacy Coach  BMS 

David Hixson  Physical Education/ BHS 

    Coach/Asst. Athletic 

    Director 

Charlie Sullivan  Social Studies  BHS 

Tracy Sullivan  Reading Recovery  BPS 

  

  Upon the recommendation of Superintendent Daniels, 

  a motion was made by Ollie Lofton and seconded by 

  Tommy Bennett that the Board accept the 

   reappointments as listed in G. above. 

 

 Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

  

 Lori Hixson returned to the meeting at this time. 

 

 Marrietta Jerome left the meeting at this time.  Vice  

 President Lofton presided over the meeting. 

 

H. Reappointment of Classified Employees (2009-2010) 

  

  David Cooke  Public Relations  District 

  Newell Jerome  Paraprofessional  BCS 

  

  

 



  Upon the recommendation of Superintendent Daniels, 

  a motion was made by Billy Fair and seconded by  

  Tommy Bennett that the Board accept the  

  reappointments as listed in H. above. 

 

 Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

    Marrietta Jerome and Bill Sullivan returned to the meeting at 

    this time. 

 

9.  ADJOURNMENT  The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

   ____________________________ Bruce E. Daniels, Ph.D. 

                Ex-officio Financial Secretary 


