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GOVERNMENT  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments 

  Absolutism: Define, 
Compare, Examples 
of  

Define in writing the 
meaning of 
absolutism 
 
Identify orally or in 
writing 3 
characteristics of 
absolute rulers 
 
Compare and 
contrast in writing 
absolutism to other 
forms of government 
such as limited 
monarchy, 
representative 
democracy, and 
dictatorship 
  

Absolutism 
Limited Monarchy 
Democracy 
Totalitarianism 
Dictatorship 
Absolute Ruler 
Louis XIV 
Louis XVI 
Catherine the Great 
Peter the Great 
Ivan the Terrible 
  
  

Multiple Choice 
Quiz 
9/11/2010  

 
CHANGE: Revolutions  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments 



How was the 
Scientific Revolution 
a rejection of 
traditional authority? 
 
How did the 
Enlightenment 
influence the 
development of 
democracy in Europe 
and North America? 
  

Enlightenment: 
Scientific 
Revolution, 
Changes, Thinkers, 
Despots, Influence of
  

Summarize in 
writing 3 specific 
changes brought by 
the Scientific 
Revolution (i.e. 
scientific method, 
heliocentric theory, 
vaccinations) 
 
Using a chart, 
summarize in writing 
Enlightenment 
Thinkers' key ideas 
on government and 
their impact on 
future Western 
societies 
 
Explain orally or in 
writing the influence 
of the Enlightenment 
on revolutions in 
America and France 
 
Differentiate in 
writing between 
Enlightened Despots 
(i.e. Catherine the 
Great) and other 
absolute rulers 
  

revolution 
heliocentric theory 
Enlightenment 
despot 
natural rights 
separation of powers
  

Multiple Choice 
Quiz 
9/27/2010 
Visual/Writing  
9/29/2010  
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CHANGE: Revolutions  
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Essential 
Questions 

Content Skills VocabularyAssessmentsLessons Resources 

How was 
the French 
Revolution 
a turning 
point in 
European 
history? 
 
How did 
the French 
Revolution 
overturn 
the 
balance of 
power that 
had 
existed in 
Europe? 
  

French 
Revolution: Causes, 
Stages, Results, 
Napoleon 
Bonaparte, 
Congress of Vienna 
  

Identify in 
writing 2 
economic, 
2 political, 
and 2 
social 
causes of 
the French 
Revolution
 
Identify 
orally, 
visually, or 
in writing 
the 
differences 
between 
the 
moderate 
and radical 
phases of 
the French 
Revolution
 
Summarize 
in writing 
3 results of 
the French 
Revolution 
(i.e. 
Napoleon's 
rise to 
power) 
 
Using a 
chart, 
summarize 
Napoleon's 
3 costly 
mistakes 
 
Summarize 
in writing 

Moderates
Radicals 
Estates 
Reign of 
Terror 
Balance of 
Power 
Legitimacy
  

Test 
10/22/2010 

  French Revolution Vocabulary
terms, which will show up throu
knowledge on the unit. 
The Age of Revolution Opener
the Enlightenment to the beginn
American Revolution. Focuses o
Revolution!: Video documentar
watch focuses on the beginning 
Bastille. We will later watch the
from the execution of Louis XV
the students will answer a questi
French Revolution Worksheet
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/
. The worksheets used were The
XVI?, Reign of Terror, France in
France, and Congress of Vienna
 
Napoleon.ppt: Power Point pres
following the end of the Reign o
Follow along guided notes sheet
Rise of Napoleon, Rule of Napol
Congress of Vienna: Power poi
changes made by the Congress o
worksheet and graphic organizer



the goals 
of the 
Congress 
of Vienna 
and their 
longterm 
impact on 
Europe 
   

How were the stages 
of the American, 
French, and Latin 
American revolutions 
similar and different? 
  

Independence 
Movements: Latin 
America 
  

Summarize in writing 
the causes and effects 
of independence 
movements in Latin 
America. 
 
Identify in writing 
and/or orally the 
roles of Bolivar and 
L'Ouverture as 
nationalist leaders. 
  

Simon Bolivar 
Toussaint 
L'Ouverture 
peninsulares 
creoles 
encomienda system 
  

  

 
How did the 
unification of 
Germany upset the 
balance of power in 
Europe? 
  

Unification: 
Germany and Italy 
  

Identify in writing 
the steps in the 
unification of 
Germany and 
Bismarck's role as 
the "architect" of 
unification. 
 
Compare in writing 
the unifications of 
Germany and Italy. 
 
Summarize in 
writing the roles of 
Cavour, Garibaldi, 
and King Victor 
Emmanuel in the 
unification process. 
  

Unification 
Otto von Bismarck 
Camillo di Cavour 
Giuseppe Garibaldi 
King Victor 
Emmanuel 
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CHANGE: Innovations  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments 

Why did the 
Industrial Revolution 
start in Great 
Britain? 
 
How did 
industrialization 
change the roles of 
men and women? 
 
How did the 
Industrial Revolution 
impact the 
environment? 
  

Industrial 
Revolution: 
Beginnings in 
England 
  

Identify in writing 
and/or orally at least 
3 reasons why the 
Industrial Revolution 
started in England 
(e.g., abundant 
natural resources, 
labor supply, 
political stability). 
  

Industrial Revolution
Industrialization 
Natural Resources 
Factors of Production
Urbanization 
Interdependence 
Imperialism 
Tenement 
  
  

  

 
  Innovations: 

Agriculture and 
Textile Industry
  

Explain in 
writing and/or 
orally the 
impact of new 
farming and 
textile 
inventions on 
agrarian, 
factory, and city 
life. 
  

      Indust
websit
http://w
Studen
Life Du
childre
Railwa
  

 
  Working and Living 

Conditions: Factory 
and City Life 
  

Identify in writing 
the problems faced 
by the working class 
in regards to factory 

    



and living conditions 
(e.g., long hours, low 
wages, unsanitary 
conditions). 
  

 
  Industrialization 

Spreads 
  

Compare and 
contrast in writing 
the start of 
industrialization in 
the U.S. and 
continental Europe 
to that in England. 
  

      

 
How did 
industrialization lead 
to reform movements 
in Europe? 
  

Reform Movements: 
Unions 
  

Summarize in 
writing and/or orally 
the changes in 
working conditions 
brought about by 
unions (e.g., fewer 
hours, better pay, 
safer conditions, 
better housing). 
  

Reformers 
Unions 
Collective 
Bargaining 
Strike 
  

  



 
  Economic 

Philosophies: 
Capitalism, 
Socialism, 
Communism 
  

Differentiate in 
writing and/or orally 
between the views of 
Karl Marx and Adam 
Smith regarding the 
government's role in 
the economy. 
 
Identify in writing 
and/or orally the key 
ideas found in 
capitalism, socialism, 
and communism. 
  

Karl Marx 
Adam Smith 
Laissez-faire 
Capitalism 
Communism 
Socialism 
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INTERDEPENDENCE: Imperialism  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments 

Why did 
industrialization lead 
to the Age of 
Imperialism? 
  

Motives for 
Imperialism 
 
Scramble for Africa 
 
British Imperialism 
in India 
  

Differentiate in 
writing between the 
economic, social, and 
political motives for 
imperialism. 
 
Identify orally or in 
writing why Africa 
became a target for 
imperialists in the 
late 1800s. 
  

Imperialism 
Interdependence 
Berlin Conference 
  

Imperialism Wiki 
Project Group 
Assessment 
12/23/2010  





 
Why did Japan turn 
to imperialism and 
militarism in the late-
19th and early-20th 
centuries? 
  

Spheres of Influence 
in China 
 
Modernization in 
Japan 
 
Positive and 
Negative Effects of 
Imperialism 
 
U.S. Economic 
Imperialism 
  

Compare and 
contrast in writing 
China and Japan's 
responses to 
imperialism. 
 
Identify in writing 
and/or visually the 
positive and negative 
effects of 
imperialism on 
European nations and 
native peoples. 
  

Spheres of Influence 
Opium War 
Boxer Rebellion 
Commodore 
Matthew Perry 
Meiji Restoration 
Modernization 
  

  



 
Why was 
imperialism one of 
the main causes of 
WWI? 
  

Impact on WWI 
 
Irish Potato Famine 
  

Justify in writing or 
orally how 
imperialism became 
a cause of WWI. 
 
Identify in writing 
the causes and 
effects of the Irish 
potato famine. 
  

Famine 
Immigration 
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CONFLICT: World War I  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments 

How did nationalism 
and imperialism 
contribute to the start 
of World War I? 
 

WWI: 4 Main 
Causes 
  

Identify in writing 
the 4 main causes of 
WWI. 
  

Militarism 
Alliance System 
Imperialism 
Nationalism 
Allies 

Causes of WWI 
DBQ 
1/22/2011  



How has 
new technology 
affected modern 
warfare? 
 
To what extent were 
the issues that caused 
World War I 
resolved? 
  

Central Powers  

 
  Impact of WWI on 

Europe, Africa, and 
the U.S.  

Summarize in 
writing the ways in 
which Europe, 
Africa, and the U.S. 
were impacted by 
WWI  

League of Nations 
Isolationism  
  

    

 
  Treaty of Versailles: 

Provisions  
Identify in writing 
at least 3 provisions 
of the Treaty of 
Versailles (e.g. War 
Guilt Clause, 

Self-determination      



reparations, loss of 
colonies, new 
nations)   

CHANGE: Revolution & Nationalism  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments 

To what extent were 
World War I and the 
Russian Revolution 
turning points? 
 
Which cause of the 
Russian Revolution 
ignited the 
revolutionary spirit 
of the Russian people 
the most? 
 
Why did a 
communist 
revolution occur in 
Russia rather than a 
more industrialized 
nation? 
 
During 
industrialization, to 
what extent were the 
human rights of 
Russians and other 
ethnic groups 
respected by the 
Stalinist regime? 
  

Russian Revolution: 
Causes 
  

Identify orally, 
visually, and/or in 
writing the causes of 
the Russian 
Revolution. 
  

Nationalism 
Totalitarianism 
Propaganda 
Censorship 
Indoctrination 
Abdicate 
Provisional 
Government 
 
  
  

Stalin DBQ 
1/31/2011  

 
  Stalin Creates a 

Totalitarian State 
  

Summarize in 
writing and visually 
the components of 
Stalin's totalitarian 
state. 
  

Command Economy
Forced Famine 
Purges  
  

    

 
  Imperial China 

Collapses  
Identify in writing 
identify how Sun 
Yat-sen helped 
initiate the collapse 

Imperial China 
Sun Yat-sen 
Qing Dynasty  
  

    



of dynastic rule in 
China.   

  Nationalism in 
India  

Summarize in 
writing and/or 
orally the role 
Mohandas Gandhi 
played as a 
nationalist leader in 
India. 
  

Mohandas Gandhi 
Muslim League 
Indian Nationalism 
Congress 
Amritsar Massacre  
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CHANGE: Between the Wars  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments Lesso

             
How did the 
provisions of the 
Treaty of Versailles 
cause World War 
II?  

Treaty of Versailles: 
League of Nations 
Impact on the 
causes of World 
War II  
  
  
 
  
  
  

Describe orally and 
in writing the 
effectiveness of the  
League of Nations 
as a peace keeping 
organization 
  

Treaty of Versailles
League of Nations  
  

Treaty of Versailles 
Quiz 2/10/2011  

  

 
How did the Great 
Depression lead to 
the rise of fascism 
in Europe?  

Great Depression: 
causes and impacts 
on the start of 
World War II 
  
  

Identify in writing 
economic issues 
caused by the Great 
Depression which 
led to the rise of 
dictators in Europe 
and the start of 
World War II 
  

fascism 
totalitarian 
Great Depression  
  

    

 
  Weimar Republic: 

As a result of World 
War I  

In writing, explain 
the Weimar 
Republic's 
emergence as a 
result of World War 
I.   

Weimar Republic 
  
  

    

 
Why did the 
Japanese 
imperialize Asia?  

Japanese Militarism 
and Imperialism: 
Manchuria, 1931 

Identify, in writing, 
the causes of 
Japanese 

imperialism 
militarism 
  

    



Sino-Japanese War, 
1937  
  
As a cause of World 
War II   
  
  

imperialism in 
Asia.  

  

 
How did the 
Munich Pact lead to 
World War II?  

Policy of 
Appeasement:  
Munich Pact  
As a cause of World 
War II  
  

Create a visual 
representation 
showing the Munich 
Pact and 
appeasement as a 
cause of World War 
II.  

appeasement 
Munich Pact  
  

    

 
  The Rise of Fascism 

in Germany and 
Italy: 
As a result of World 
World I 
As a cause of World 
War II  
  
  
  

Compare and 
contrast, in writing, 
the causes for the 
rise of Hitler in 
Germany and 
Mussolini in Italy. 
Compare, in 
writing,  the 
policies of Hitler 
and Mussolini 
which lead to World 
War II. 
  

      

 
How did Arab and 
Zionist nationalism 
create Arab-Israeli 
Conflict? 
  

Arabic and Zionist 
Nationalism:  
The role of the 
United Nations and 
Great Britain in the 
creation of the 
modern Israeli state 
and the Arab/Israeli 
Conflict  
  

Identify three 
nationalist 
movements 
throughout history 
comparing there 
leaders and goals 
with Arab and 
Zionist nationalism. 
  

      

 
CONFLICT: World War II  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments Lesso
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CONFLICT: Cold War  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments 



c 
h 

What impact did the 
conflict between the 
superpowers have on 
the rest of the world? 
  
How successful has 
the United Nations 
been in achieving its 
goals? 
  
What threat does 
North Korea pose 
today? 
  
What roles did Jiang 
Jieshi and Mao 
Zedong play in the 
Communist 
Revolution in China? 
  
  
  
  

Cold War Balance of 
Power and 
Emergence of 
Superpowers  

Identify in writing 
the differing post-
war goals of the U.S. 
and the Soviet 
Union  

Superpowers  
Containment 
"Iron Curtain"  
Marshall Plan 
Truman Doctrine 
NATO 
Warsaw Pact  
  
  

  

 
  Communist 

Revolution in 
China  

Summarize in 
writing the factors 
that helped Mao 
Zedong and the 
Communists take 
power in China  

Mao Zedong 
Jiang Jieshi 
Nationalists  
  

    

 
  Wars in Korea and 

Vietnam  
Identify in writing 
the difference 
between the Korean 
and Superpowers 
expectations of 
what would happen 
to Korea after 
WWII. 
  
Identify in writing 
how the U.S. 
containment policy 
contributed to U.S. 
involvement in 
Vietnam. 
  

United Nations 
Ho Chi Minh 
Vietcong 
Vietnamization  
  

    

 



  Cuban Missile 
Crisis  

Identify in writing 
the role that science 
and technology 
played in this 
conflict.  

Fidel Castro 
Bay of Pigs 
Invasion 
John F. Kennedy 
Nikita Khruschev  
Arms Race 
Nuclear Weapons  
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CHANGE: Colonies Become New Nations  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments 

Why did the colonial 
empires collapse 
after World War II? 
  
  

India: Independence 
and Partition 
  
Conflict: Hindu-
Muslim 
  
Roles of Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Mohandas 
Gandhi 
  

Identify in writing 
the causes of the 
Hindu-Muslim 
conflict and how it 
led to the partition of 
India.  

Partition 
Caste System 
Nonalignment  
  

  



 
What were the roles 
of Jomo Kenyatta 
and Kwame 
Nkrumah?  

African 
Independence 
Movements and Pan 
Africanism  
  
  

  Pan Africanism 
  

    

 
Why has it proven 
so difficult to 
resolve conflict in 
the Middle East? 
 
Why is the Middle 
East so important to 
the world's global 
economy?  

The Creation of 
Israel: Arab 
Palestinians, Arab-
Israeli Wars 
 
Roles of 
Individuals: Golda 
Meir, Yasir Arafat, 
Anwar Sadat, 
Yitzhak Rabin 
 
Role of Terrorism 
 
The Iranian 
Revolution: Causes 
and Impacts, 
Ayatollah Khomeini 
vs. Reza Pahlavi 
 
Persian Gulf War: 
Saddam Hussein 
 
Islamic 
Fundamentalism  

Identify the 
historical 
circumstances 
surrounding the 
conflicts in the 
Middle East. 
  
Summarize the 
causes and impact 
of the Iranian 
Revolution. 
  
Summarize the 
causes and impact 
of the Persian Gulf 
War.  
  

Israel 
Palestine 
Palestine Liberation 
Organization 
Yasir Arafat 
Arab-Israeli Wars 
Terrorism 
Iranian Revolution 
Ayatollah Khomeini
Reza Pahlavi 
Persian Gulf War 
Saddam Hussein 
Islamic 
Fundamentalism 
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CHANGE & CONFLICT: Independence  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments Less

  Struggles for 
Democracy: Latin 
America  

        

 



  Challenge of 
Democracy in 
Africa: Nelson 
Mandela and 
Apartheid in South 
Africa  

Summarize the 
policy of racial 
segregation that 
existed in South 
Africa  

apartheid 
dissident 
Nelson Mandela 
Desmond Tutu 
F.W. de Klerk  

    

 
What caused the 
collapse of 
communism in the 
Soviet Union? 
 
To what extent was 
the collapse of 
communism in the 
Soviet Union a 
major turning point 
in global history? 
 
What was the 
impact of the 
collapse on the 
West? on Cuba? 
 
What problems does 
Russia face as it 
moves toward 
capitalism?  

Collapse of the 
Soviet Union: 
Michael Gorbachev 

  communism 
Michael Gorbachev
Boris Yeltsin 
Commonwealth of 
Independent States 
(CIS) 
shock therapy  

    

 
  China: Tiananmen 

Square and Deng 
Xiaoping  

  Tiananmen Square 
Deng Xiaoping 
Goddess of 
Democracy 
censorship 
human rights 
violation 
  

    

 
  Human Rights: 

Rwanda, Cambodia, 
Myanmar  

Identify the 
political, social, and 
economic 
conditions that led 
to human rights 
violations in these 
areas. 
 
 
 

Genocide 
Hutus vs. Tutsis 
Pol Pot 
Khmer Rouge 
Aung San Suu Kyi  
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INTERDEPENDENCE  

Essential Questions Content Skills Vocabulary Assessments Les

What factors 
determine whether 
or not a nation is 
overpopulated?  

Population 
Pressures and 
Poverty: One-child 
policy in China, 
Family planning in 
India  

  One-Child Policy 
 
  

    

 
What is the 
relationship 
between the 
migration of people 
and ethnic 
tensions? 
 
What opposition 
has arisen to 
migration?  Why? 
 
What problems are 
posed by increased 
modernization and 
urbanization in 
developing 
nations?  

Impact of Science and 
Technology: Balance 
between 
Modernization/Tradition, 
Urbanization, Global 
Migration, Improved 
Standard of Living, 
Medical Breakthroughs, 
Nuclear Proliferation  

       

 
To what extent has 
the status of women 
advanced 
throughout the 20th 
century? 
 
  

Status of Women 
and Children: Child 
Labor, Abuse, 
Access to 
Education  

        

 
  Ethnic and 

Religious Tensions 
        

 
What weaknesses 
do many 
developing 
economies face? 
 
How has economic 
decision making 

Economic Issues: 
Interdependence, 
World Hunger  

        



become more 
global as the world 
economy becomes 
increasingly 
interdependent? 
 
To what extent have 
economic 
disparities between 
developed and 
developing nations 
persisted or 
increased?   
  Global Security 

Issues: Terrorism  
        

 
How do societies 
balance their desire 
for economic 
development with 
the pressures such 
development places 
on the 
environment?  

The Environment: 
Pollution, 
Deforestation, 
Desertification, 
Endangered 
Species  

        

   
 


