
 

46. Chain of Events- Give students a "chain" 
of vocabulary words.  have students write 
a paragraph using the chain words in cor-
rect order. Students can work individually 
or with partners. 

 
47. Story Mapping- Story mapping promotes 

careful reading and helps students track 
their knowledge of narrative structures 
and story elements by completing a 
graphic organizer. 

 
48. Triple Level Thinking- Students are asked 

to write 3 statements to demonstrate all 
three levels of thinking: On the Line (the 
author said it), Between the Lines (the 
author implied it), Beyond the Lines (the 
meaning of the author's message). 

 
49. The Author says, I Say, and So- readers 

make connections between what they are 
reading and thinking. Students create a 4 
column chart with the following state-
ments: I Wonder..., The Author Says..., I 
Say..., And So....  

 
50. ABC Chart- after reading or a lesson, have 

students complete an ABC brainstorming 
chart listing as many terms related to the 
topic as they can.  

 
51. Connect 2- Give students a list of key 

terms.  Students have to compose sen-
tences connecting 2 terms that explains 
the relationship between the terms. 

 
52. Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down- The teacher 

gives the students a topic. Students divide 
their paper into 4 equal sections labeling 
them as follows: (Thumbs Up) Your Ideas/
Arguments/Evidence For and The Au-
thor's Ideas/Arguments/Evidence For. 
(Thumbs Down) Your Ideas/Arguments/
Evidence Against and The Author's Ideas/
Arguments/Evidence Against . Students 
then fill in the chart appropriately citing 
text evidence. 
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37. My Textbook Page- At the end of each section 

or chapter, have students write their own text-
book page using a template. 

 
38. Matrix- Give students a blank matrix template 

and use it to compare and contrast items. 
 
39. Picture Note Making- have students divide a 

sheet of paper in half. On one side, have them 
write 3 important ideas that they have learned 
and on the other side draw a picture to help 
them remember as much as possible about the 
topic. 

 
40. Flipbooks- Have students create a flipbook to 

use while studying later. Teachers can provide 
students with sentence strips for each page or 
topics for the tab. 

 
41. $2.00 Summary- While reading or learning 

about a new topic have the students take notes 
of key words and ideas. Afterwards have them 
use their notes to write a $2.00 summary keep-
ing in mind that each word costs .10.  

 
42. Smart Cards- Smart cards are student created 

flash cards on steroids.  Smart Cards are a col-
lection of student written summaries and illus-
trations on index cards. Students complete them 
as they go through a unit/chapter and then have 
them to study from. 

 
43. Find Someone Who...Review- Students will 

move throughout the classroom asking and an-
swering key questions and filling out the an-
swers on a chart. 

 
44. 4 More- Give students a 4 More template and 

ask them to write down 2 key ideas they have 
learned. After they have had time to complete 
their ideas, ask students rotate around the room 
and gather 4 more key ideas from 4 different 
students. 

 
45. Carousel- Create a list of topics or open ended 

questions and write them on top of a large post-
er size sheet of paper.  Divide the class into the 
same number of groups as there are sheets of 
paper. Have the groups carousel around the 
room pausing for 2-3 minutes at each sheet to 
brainstorm or add to the previous answers.  



 
1. Dry Erase Boards- Dry erase boards allow you to 

instantly assess student understanding and adjust 
your lesson if necessary. You can also make a 
classroom set pretty cheap. 
 

2.  Quick Write- The Quick Write activity gives stu-
dents time to reflect and summarize their learning. 
Index cards work well for this. 
 

3. SOS Summaries- SOS summaries can be used 
before, during, or after a lesson. The teacher pre-
sents the students with a STATEMENT- the stu-
dents then state their OPINION and then they SUP-
PORT their opinion with evidence. 
 

4. Summary Poem- students list 10 key words from 
the lesson and then uses those words to compose a 
short free verse poem to summarize their learning. 
 

5. 411: ask students to give the "411" on the lesson or 
text- just 3-4 brief sentences.  
 

6. Create the Quiz- have students create a quiz with 5-
10 critical thinking questions over the lesson or text. 
 

7. Opinion Chart- Have the students create a t-chart.  
On the left side list opinions about the content and 
on the right side, support your opinions with evi-
dence. 
 

8. Windshield: Ask students if their windshield is 
CLEAR (I understand), BUGGY (I still have some 
questions), or MUDDY (I do not understand at all). 

 
9.    Mind Maps- Have students create a mind map to 

represent a new concept. 

 
10. 3-2-1- On a notecard or sticky note, list 3 new things 

you learned, 2 things you found interesting and 1 
question you still have.  

 
11. Question Stems- Write questions stems on the 

board or put up on the Smartboard and have stu-
dents complete them on a sticky note. Have stu-
dents stick them on the door as they leave. 

 
12. 5 Words-  Ask students to list 5 words that they 

would use to describe _____. Explain and justify 
their choices. 

 

13. Intrigue Journal- Students will share the most 
interesting or controversial ideas from the text 
or lesson and include a rationale for their 
choices.  

 
14. KWL Chart- Ask the students to complete a 

KWL chart explaining what they know, want to 
know, and what they learned. 

 
15. Anticipation Guide-Help students establish a 

purpose for reading and then have them cre-
ate post reading reflections. 

 
16. Simile- Students complete a simile as it is re-

lated to learned topic- What we learned today 
is like _____. 

 
17. Investigative Reporter- Students create ques-

tions that they may ask an expert on the sub-
ject that they are interviewing. 

 
18. Interview You- imagine YOU are the expert 

that is being interviewed. Answer the following 
questions: What are the component parts of 
_____? Why does this topic matter? 

 
19. Quotation Notations- the students create a 2 

column table. On the left they list 5 important 
quotes from the text. On the right, they write 
down their reaction to the quote. 

 
20. Twitter Tweet- Using only 140 characters, de-

fine _____. 
 
21. Top 10- List the 10 most important details that 

you learned in a humorous style. 
 
22: Stop Light- Give each student a red, green, 

and yellow card on a ring.  Ask them to hold 
up the appropriate card to show their under-
standing: RED- Stop, I need help! GREEN- 
Keep going; I understand. YELLOW- Slow 
down, I'm a little confused. 

 
23. Pair and Share- Pair up with a partner and 

share what you learned.  
 
24. Mingle to Music- The teacher will play music 

while the students move about the room. Each 
time the music stops, they pair up and share 
something they learned.  

 

 
25. Exit Slips- Have students reflect on the daily lesson 

by answering a question or completing a sentence 
starter.  

 
26. Brochure- Students create a brochure describing 

the topic with key facts and components. 
 
27. Illustrate It- have students create a visual represen-

tation of their learning.  
 
28. Advertisement- Ask students to create an advertise-

ment for the newly learned concept. 
 
29. Headline News- have students show what they have 

learned by creating newspaper headlines and a 
brief news summary. 

 
30. Unit/Lesson Collage- Students create a collage 

around the lesson's themes. Students may use pic-
tures from magazines or draw their own. 

 
31. Talk Show Panel- Have a panel of experts discuss 

and debate the topic. 
 
32. Noteworthy- Have students start a "note" writing one 

new interesting thing that they learned. Then ask 
the students to pass the note. The next students will 
add to it and pass it and so on. 

 
33. Talk n Teach- Divide the class into 2 groups. Have 

them form 2 lines facing each other. Each students 
will "teach" a tidbit of new knowledge with the per-
son across from them. Then, have one line shift one 
person over.  They must then "teach" the person 
across from them what their last partner taught 
them. 

 
34. Factstorming- Factstorming is similar to brainstorm-

ing. Give students 2-3 minutes to list as many new 
facts that they can in the allotted time. 

  
35. List-Group-Label- When introducing a new topic, 

ask students to list as many words as they can that 
relate to the topic. Then, give them label to catego-
rize and group the terms. 

 
36. Opinion Journal- Students find deeper meaning 

while learning when they record their own beliefs. 
Give students sentence starters to complete such 
as: In my opinion, _____ leads to _____. I believe 
_____ is important because _____. I think_____ is 
necessary because_____. I feel it is important to 
understand ______ because _____. 


