
MENA SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
April 17 2007 

 
MINUTES 

 
The Mena School Board met in regular session on Tuesday night, April 17, 2007 with the 
following members present:  Robby Hines, Leon Myers, Randy Horton, Robert 
Crawford, Harold Smith, Will Robbins and Edd Puckett. 
 
President Robby Hines called the meeting to order and asked Leon Myers to open the 
meeting with prayer. 
 
Minutes of the March Board meeting were reviewed.  Harold Smith made a motion to 
approve the March minutes as read.  Leon Myers seconded the motion and the motion 
carried. 
 
In the superintendent’s report, Mr. Ponder informed the Board of several school events 
that had previously taken place and awards won by the participants.  These included the 
high school FFA, Lodging and Management Class, Winter Guard and the softball team.  
The board was also made aware of a workshop on May 10th in Little Rock.  The last item 
discussed in the report was a review of the recent legislative session.  Mr. Ponder gave 
each board member information concerning all acts passed dealing with education. 
 
Mr. Harold Coogan addressed the Board concerning the county-wide tax that will soon be 
voted on. 
 
Paulette Crawford gave the Board an MEA update. 
 
Mr. Ponder informed the Board that during the standards visit by the Arkansas 
Department of Education, the district was asked to add a sentence to a part of the policy 
stating at what ages a student must be in school.  The sentence reads: All children who 
are age 5-17 on or before September 15 are required to be in school that school year 
with the exception of 5 year old children for whom Kindergarten has been waived by a 
parent or guardian. 
 
Mr. Ponder read the 2007-2008 Mena High School Senior Cheerleading Proposal to the 
Board.  This proposal is to request that the Mena School Board increase the Mena High 
School Senior Cheer squad from 15 members to 20 members.  All 20 members will cheer 
at football games, pep rallies, and basketball games.  For the January regional 
cheerleading competition and the state competition, 15 members of the squad will 
complete.  This will enable those students who demonstrate excellence, dedication and 
determination in the pursuit of our competition goals to be a part of the competitive 
cheerleading squad.  If the increased is approved, there would be a financial 
responsibility of three sets of cheer uniforms for the additional five squad members.  Will 
Robbins made a motion to accept the Cheerleading Proposal.  Harold Smith seconded the 
motion and the motion carried. 
 



The Mena School District received three photographic bids.  The bids were from Dixon 
Photography of Mena, Arkansas, Lifetouch National School Studios Inc. of Bossier City, 
Louisiana and Doug Shelley Photographers, Inc of Hot Springs, Arkansas.  Harold Smith 
made a motion to award Dixon Photography the photographic bid.  Leon Myers seconded 
the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Financial reports were reviewed.  No action was necessary. 
 
After reviewing the March bill list, Leon Myers made a motion that bills be paid.  Randy 
Horton seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
The Board went into executive session to discuss personnel. 
 
Upon returning to regular session, Mr. Ponder recommended the Board regretfully accept 
the resignation of Linda Claborn Superintendent’s Secretary, she’s retiring, also accept 
the resignations of Darlene Stevens Nurse at Hatfield Elementary, John Lewis Custodian 
at Middle School and renew classified contracts for the 2007-2008 school year as listed.  
Randy Horton made a motion to accept Mr. Ponders recommendations.  Harold Smith 
seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Randy Horton made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Harold Smith seconded the motion 
and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
__________________________ 
Robby Hines, President 
 
_________________________ 
Leon Myers, Secretary 
 


