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Lesson 1: Examining the Career Clusters
Grade Level: 6th-8th

Lesson Overview: 

Students will be introduced to and explore the six career clusters. Students will take a pre/post assessment to 
examine their knowledge of these clusters. Students will work individually and in dyads or triads to discuss and place 
careers within the different career clusters.

Objective:

Students will:

1. Identify the six career clusters.

2. Assess specific careers and be able to appropriately place careers into clusters.

ASCA Standards:

• C:A1.1 Develop skills to locate, evaluate and interpret career information

• C:A1.2 Learn about the variety of traditional and nontraditional occupations

• C:A1.4 Learn how to interact and work cooperatively in teams

• C:B1.4 Know the various ways in which occupations can be classified

Assessment:

Students will be given a pre- and post-assessment to determine learning outcome

Materials:

1. Pre/Post Test 2. Career Cluster Description Worksheet 3.Career Cluster Group Worksheet 4. Occupation List 5. 
Occupation List Answers (one for counselor only) 6. Career Cluster Visual Display 7. Pens/Pencils       8. Large package 
of candy

Instruction:

Discover/Explain: Using the Career Cluster Visual, explain to students that there are six different “clusters” of careers. 
Each career in the world fits into these clusters, and each one of them has a cluster they fit into, too. Be sure to 
emphasize that these are just guides and are not concrete. Career clusters are based on interest and skill to ensure 
that the students will choose a career path that will make them the happiest! 

“I Do”: Show the students which cluster a school counselor fits into. Discuss the cluster itself and how you fit into it.

Questioning: As you read the remaining clusters, have students call out what they think fits into the cluster, what 
skills and attributes are needed to fit into that cluster, and then describe the cluster to them.

Grouping: Divide students into groups and give each group a Career Cluster Group Worksheet and Description 
Worksheet with an Occupation Worksheet.

GUIDED & INDEPENDENT PRACTICE:

The counselor will read aloud the description of each career cluster while students follow along in their groups. 
Students will then work together to place specific careers in each cluster. This will last approximately ten minutes. The 
students will come back together to discuss what they came up with as a group. Students can discuss what seemed 
interesting to them, what career cluster they are most interested in learning more about, etc. Counselor will use the 
answer sheet to show where occupations should have been placed.

Closure:

Counselor will hold up the package of candy and explain how each career cluster plays a role in the package of candy:

Arts & Communication: package design Natural Resources: ingredients Human Services: transported raw ingredients 
to be processed Industrial & Engineering Technology: repairing machine that makes the candy. Business, 
Management, and Technology: deciding when and where to send candy Health Services: nutritional information-
serving size, calories.

Ask for questions and then distribute candy to the students while they take their post assessment.



Lesson 2: Picking Your Path 

Grade Level: 6th-8th

Lesson Overview: 

Students will complete an online interest assessment using the Kuder College and Career Planning System (or 
equivalent) online. Based on their results, they will explore and pick 5 careers within the identified clusters.

Objective:

Students will:

1. Examine their career cluster interest results.

2. List 5 possible careers that were identified for them that they are interested in exploring

ASCA Standards:

• C:A1.1 Develop skills to locate, evaluate and interpret career Information

• C:A1.3. Develop an awareness of personal abilities, skills, interests and motivations

• C:A1.5 Learn to make decisions

• C:B1.5 Use research and information resources to obtain career information

• C:B1.6 Learn to use the Internet to access career-planning information

• C:B2.5 Maintain a career-planning portfolio

Assessment:

Student will pick 5 careers and list them in order of preference by the end of this lesson. Further evaluation will be 
done in later lessons

Materials:

• Computer and internet access

• Career Interest Worksheet

• Top 5 Careers Sheet

• Kuder Log-In Instruction for each student (or website for whichever system you are using)

Instruction:

Discover/Explain: Briefly go over expected behaviors.  Ask students if they have any idea what they want to be when 
they grow up and discuss briefly before beginning. Explain the process of signing up for the career assessment.

“I Do”: Any necessary instructions should be on the board, or the counselor may choose to pull the website up on a 
SmartBoard and go through the sign up process with students.

GUIDED & INDEPENDENT PRACTICE:

Students will complete their assessments which will narrow them to two or three career clusters. Students are to 
write down their identified clusters and then investigate each cluster further using the Career Interest Worksheet. 
Students should write down each job that is of interest to them on the Top 5 Careers Worksheet.



Lesson 3: Advertise Your Choice

Grade Level: 6th-8th

Lesson Overview: 

Students will create flyers or pamphlets showcasing a career of their choice. The student will research, in depth, one 
of the careers selected from the previous lesson. Students will then present their creation to the class

Objective:

1. Students will research one specific career in detail and prepare to present the career to the group.

2. Students will design a pamphlet or flyer to bring interest to the career.

3. Students will provide a summary of the career and the educational process to reach that career

.ASCA Standards:

• C:A1.1 Develop skills to locate, evaluate and interpret career information

• C:A2.7 Develop a positive attitude toward work and learning

• C:B1.3 Demonstrate knowledge of the career-planning process

• C:B1.5 Use research and information resources to obtain career information

• C:B1.6 Learn to use the Internet to access career-planning information

• C:B2.1 Demonstrate awareness of the education and training needed to achieve career goals

Assessment:

There will be a rubric provided for the pamphlet to assess each student’s proficiency

Materials:

1. Worksheets with careers from last session

2. Computers for each student

3. Printer

4. Example pamphlets or flyers

Instruction: Students will be asked about the importance of advertising (getting people to join your club or sports 
team). Explain they will get to be the advertiser for the career of their choice in an effort to get more in-depth 
information.

Show students an example pamphlet and pass it around. The class will point out the things that make it “work” and 
how these things explain the topic at hand.

GUIDED & INDEPENDENT PRACTICE::Students will pull up the program they choose to use to design their pamphlet 
(Publisher or Word). They will begin researching their career and building their pamphlet, while the counselor walks 
and assists as needed. After about 30 minutes, students will then present their creation to the class for discussion.



Lesson 4: Résumé Writing

Grade Level: 6th-8th

Lesson Overview: 

Using information gathered from the previous lesson, students will use computers to build a resume tailored toward 
the career they have chosen. Students will learn about essential skills required and how to write a professional 
resume.

Objective:

1. Students will use the Internet to locate a sample resume relevant to the career of their choice.

2. Using the sample resume, students will prepare a professional resume geared toward the career they have chosen.

3. Student will be able to identify a minimum of three skills that are useful in the workplace.

ASCA Standards:

• C:A2.6 Learn how to write a résumé

• C:B1.2 Identify personal skills, interests and abilities and relate them

• to current career choice

• C:B2.1 Demonstrate awareness of the education and training needed

• to achieve career goals

• C:B2.5 Maintain a career-planning portfolio

Assessment:

Rubric will be provided for grading of the finished resume.

MATERIALS:

1. Dry erase board/markers

2. Computers and printers for each student

3. Sample resume

4. Internet access

Instruction: Students will be asked what they think makes an interviewee stand out in an interview. These 
suggestions will be written on the board for discussion. The counselor will begin by discussing the suggestions the 
students gave, followed by asking for examples of useful skills in the workplace and how they are used. The counselor 
will pass out a sample resume and then have students pick a job that we will create a resume for together.

GUIDED & INDEPENDENT PRACTICE::On the board, we will draw up a quick reference resume together as a group for 
the job the students have selected. After, they will be instructed to search the internet for a sample resume based on 
the jobs they picked last lesson. Using their own example and our class example, students will create their own 
resume in Kuder. (If you did not use Kuder, the resume can be created in Microsoft Word or other equivalent). The 
counselor should walk around to make sure all students are getting the assistance needed.

Students should print their resume. The group will talk about their experience (was this difficult? What would you like 
to add to your resume as you get older). The students will be able to update these resumes as they get older through 
their career planning portfolio.



Pre-Test Name:

List two or more careers in the Arts 
& Communications Cluster :

List two or more careers in the 
Business, Management & 
administration Cluster:

List two ore more careers in the 
Health Services Cluster:

List two or more careers in the 
Human Services Cluster:

List two or more careers in the 
Engineering & Technology Cluster:

List two or more careers in the 
Natural Resources/ Agriculture 
Cluster:



Arts & Communication 
Cluster

Careers in this cluster require 
creativity and talents.

It includes designing, performing, 
producing, writing and publishing 
content in the fields of visual 

arts, dance, music,  design, 
journalism and entertainment.

This can include acting, camera 
operating, choreography, radio 
personalities, make-up artists, 

painters, and so much more.



Business, Management, & 
Administration Cluster

Careers in this cluster are for 
people who want to open, operate, 
or manage a business. People in 

this field enjoy organizing, planning 
and directing.

This can include receptionists, 
payroll clerks, Human Resources, 

and more.



Human Services
Cluster

Careers in this cluster are 
related to families and human 

needs.

There is a wide variety of jobs 
that this cluster entails but all 

involve working with people.

This can include senior care, social 
workers, teacher, counselor, 
parent educator, and more.



Health Services 
Cluster

Careers in this cluster are 
related to health, wellness, and 

diagnosing and treating injuries and 
illnesses.

A lot of these careers involve 
working with people, but they also 
include jobs in research and data 

collection.

Physical therapists, surgical 
assistants, health science 

teachers, and medical billing clerks 
are all in the health science field.



Science, Technology, 
Engineering& Math Cluster

Careers in this cluster involve 
planning, managing, and providing 

scientific research and 
technological services

This is a very diverse and growing 
career cluster, especially in the 

digital age.

This cluster includes careers 
such as architects, product safety 
engineers, and computer hardware 

engineers.



Natural Resources & 
Agriculture Cluster

This cluster is made up of careers 
that involve the production, 

processing, distribution, marketing 
and development of agricultural 

and natural resources.  This 
includes food, wood products, and 
other plant and animal resources.

Some careers in this cluster 
include food scientists, farm 

hands, animal trainers, zoologists, 
and veterinarians. 



Arts & Communication
Business, Management 

& Administration

Human Services Health Services

Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math

Natural Resources & 
Agriculture



Hoel Clerk Computer Programmer

Legal Secretary Travel Agent

Retail Sales Chripractor

Dentist Dental Assistant

Physical Therapy Assistant Speech Pathologist

Nurse Aide Pastor/Priest/Rabbi

Lawyer Firefighter

Teacher Barber

Reporter Composer

Professional Athlete Actor

Conservation Scientist Farmer

Pest Control Worker Meteorologist

Zoologist Painter

Welder Photographer

Florist Locksmith

Architect Computer Repair Tech



My Career Interests

Write down your career clusters that were identified for you by your interest 
assessment results.  As you explore each cluster, write down all the occupations 

that are of interest to you.  Explore each career as much as you like! Watch 
videos, research salary information, and “meet” people in that field!

Career Cluster 1: 
____________________________________________

Occupations: 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Career Cluster 2: 
____________________________________________

Occupations: 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Career Cluster 3: 
____________________________________________

Occupations: 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________



Name:_____________________________________

Current Grade (circle one): 6th 7th 8th

School Year: ________________________

My assessment identified my top career 
clusters as:

1.

2.

3.

After researching each cluster, I’ve picked 
the top five careers that I am most 

interested in!
They are:

Career Choice Cluster it is in

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Post-Test Name:

List two or more careers in the Arts 
& Communications Cluster :

List two or more careers in the 
Business, Management & 
administration Cluster:

List two ore more careers in the 
Health Services Cluster:

List two or more careers in the 
Human Services Cluster:

List two or more careers in the 
Engineering & Technology Cluster:

List two or more careers in the 
Natural Resources/ Agriculture 
Cluster:




