
MIDWEST CITY-DEL CITY SCHOOLS 

By J.E Sutton 

 Early in 1941 the founder of Midwest City, W.P. Atkinson, bought 168 acres across from 
what was to be Tinker Field and planned a city with aviation as its theme. The design originally 
presented included a business center, schools, church sites, city hall, streets, utilities, parks, etc. 
Midwest City was strictly a planned community and later won the Model City of America award. 
Every detail was determined with exact specifications by architects, landscape artists, land 
planning specialists, engineers, builders and F.H.A. officials before any ground was broken. 
Possible future expansion was also mapped out. The city was planned to meet an immediate 
wartime housing need but was wisely planned to be a permanent post war community. 
 Sixteen other builders joined Mr. Atkinson in the construction of Midwest City homes, 
duplexes, apartments and business district. The city was incorporated on March 25, 1943, and is 
considered to be the first city to be founded on the future of the air industry. Homes were priced 
in the range of $2,750to $3,350. Monthly payments ran from $21.50 to $33.50 per month. Isn’t 
this hard to imagine? 
 These builders began the awesome task of building a new city, all in anticipation of the 
thousands of employees and Air Force personnel at Tinker and for the builders of aircraft at the 
Douglas Aircraft Plant which is now a part of Tinker. With these skilled workers and military 
came families and literally hundreds of children.  
 Oscar Rose, Superintendent of Schools at Bearden, Oklahoma, heard of this city which 
was being developed on wheat fields just a few miles east of Oklahoma City. He applied for the 
superintendency and convinced the Board of Education of the Sooner Elementary School that 
there was a need for a school to educate the children of these families. He was, therefore, 
selected as superintendent in April of 1943. Sooner was a depend district, a little four room 
elementary school consisting of nine squire miles, located at S.E 15th and Sooner Road. Mr. Rose 
immediately began to organize the Midwest City-Del City School system. 
 As I was about to complete my second year as Superintendent of Schools at Council Hill, 
Oklahoma, in Muskogee County, my school auditor, Lewis Kipp, asked if my wife Irene and I 
would like to visit Midwest City, a rapidly developing new community. We did and we were so 
pleased with what we saw – a new business district, all new housing, churches meeting in tents. 
We thought, “What a challenge and what an opportunity.” I applied for the principalship and 
Irene applied for a second grade teaching position. We were elected to these positions and moved 
to Midwest City in late June of 1943. 
 All of us recognized immediately what great opportunities were being presented to us. 
We were being given the opportunity to create, if you please, a totally new school district with a 
nation at war, a school with no traditions, a school with no name, with no school colors, with 
children from all over the nation, with such varying backgrounds and needs. This would take a 
great pioneering spirit to create a high school system out of this little four room country school.  
 In our planning for our first school we took a census to determine the number of families 
living in this area and the number of school children we would have to house. We also surveyed 
the number of houses to be built within the year. After this was accomplished, my assignment 
was to develop a summer recreation program for the summer of 1943. This I did with over 100 
students participating in the program on the grounds where the city dump was located and where 
Jarman Junior High is now located. I started this program in early August, and it was most 



valuable to me as I got acquainted with the children with whom I was to work. A great feeling of 
love and respect was developed and this carried over to our school relationship. 
 Probably the most serious problem in 1943 concerned the spending of funds for school 
buildings. Sooner School was a dependent district and a dependent district was not authorized to 
spend money for school buildings unless it has been voted in the previous March meeting. This 
had not been done. An independent school district had this power, but in order to have an 
independent school district there must be a high school. Now how could you have a high school 
without teachers or curriculum? This was serious. The children were here, and a superintendent 
and a principal had been hired. The problem was discussed with the State Department of 
Education. A faculty was employed. A schedule of classes was made and the State Department 
accredited Midwest City High School for 22 units. I believe that this is the only high school that 
has been accredited before a class was ever held. Our problem was solved. Independent School 
District No. 52 was formed, a budget prepared, and plans made to purchase buildings.  
 Still we were faced with having school and no buildings other than the four rooms at 
Sooner. The youth and parents were concerned – were we going to have school at all or would 
the students have to attend schools in other districts? We knew we would have school but time 
was a factor. Can you imagine of all things to delay the opening of school – a serious polio 
epidemic in Oklahoma County? This delayed the opening of all schools for two weeks. This was 
the time needed. The Board had bought some pre-fabricated buildings from a firm in Dallas, 
Texas. Soon the trucks were on the grounds with what we will long remember as the hutments. 
These little pre-fabricated buildings were 16 feet long and 16 feet wide.  
 In a few days the little buildings were up, forming a square. They were built by 
administrators, teachers and spouses, parents, and even students. Here the pioneering spirit of 
these newcomers to a new town became very evident. They labored long into the night. They 
were carpenters, electricians, plumbers, etc. Everyone, it seemed, had a hand in the endeavor.  
 When the polio ban was lifted, our school doors flew open and 413 bewildered and 
surprised young people trudged their way to the first Midwest City school. The date was 
September 20, 1943. By October 20, 1943, enrollment had reached 107 high school students, 457 
elementary and 135 from Sooner for a total of 699. Nineteen teachers had been employed but 
others were being sought. Even transportation was provided with a borrowed bus from Bearden, 
Oklahoma, the district from which Mr. Rose came. 
 The hutments were our home for seven months. This was our school. The children had 
not been let down. Outdoor restrooms were placed in the back of the buildings, board walks were 
built and school had begun. I shall never forget the enthusiasm, the willing helpfulness, and the 
genuine love for children and the desire to do a good job of teaching evidenced by all the 
teachers and administrators. Some of our classes were as large as 60 to 70 pupils. Some were 
housed in a hutment and a half, 16 feet x 24 feet. Half day sessions were in operation for the 
lower grades. The only permanent building we had was the Sooner School.  
 I recall Bertha Looper, who became our first business teacher, trudging back and forth 
every thirty minutes taking students to and from study hall so that no child who wanted typing 
would be denied. This was the spirit that prevailed – teachers going beyond the call of duty to do 
everything possible for the child.  
 Our school furniture was borrowed from Draughon’s Business College. It was of every 
type and description. Somehow we didn’t care because we had caught the pioneering spirit. A 
spirit of cooperativeness, compassion, love for one another, sharing joys and sorrows alike, had 
made us one. This is the spirit I hope ever remains with this school system.  



 Our athletic program that first year consisted of a boys and girls basketball team. I served 
as the boys coach and Mr. Rose was the girls coach. We used Draughon’s downtown gym as our 
home court. In the spring we had track and baseball and I served as coach. I was high school 
principal, math instructor, coach, 4-H club sponsor, and Boy Scout cub master.  
 Soon the warmth of fall turned into the cold of winter and we had no heat. We had no 
gas. We had to secure priority for gas at that time and snow was on the ground before this 
priority arrived. When the priority did arrive, we had no stoves. A call went out to the 
community asking them to loan or donate stoves. They brought them in all sizes and makes. The 
true pioneers once again went to work putting in gas lines and hooking up the stoves. Many 
parents who brought stoves stayed and hooked them up themselves.  
 The winter was bad and there was much rain and mud. The raw pioneering proved too 
difficult for a few teachers, parents and children and they left for more settled situations. But the 
majority, teachers and students alike, treated their experience as one great adventure and they 
rose to whatever heights or depths that came. 
 I don’t believe I have ever seen so much mud. It was difficult to keep streets up with the 
building of houses; therefore, some streets were unpaved long after the houses were built. We 
waded in mud to school, we waded in mud to the restrooms and we waded in mud to classrooms. 
 Oscar Bean, who came to Midwest City with Mr. Rose, was our custodian and bus driver. 
On many days rooms would be cleaned with a mud scrapper rather than a broom. The dry mud 
helped though because it provided insulation to keep out the cold. 
 In the early days we drove to Capitol Hill or a nearby country store, gas station, etc. for 
needed services. At the same time we were mindful of hoarding our gas stamps and knowing if 
tires wore out we had to secure special stamps for them. 
 Small churches were doubled in size and many new churches were established in the 
school rooms as parents sought to continue their children’s religious training. I recall two 
churches, the First Baptist Church and Wickline Methodist Church, putting up tents and starting 
church. They had gravel floors. A study club, Lions club, flower club and a Boy Scout troop 
were among the first civic organizations. It seems that almost everyone was a charter member of 
something as these enterprising Americans set about making a town and school system work. 
Their beginning was in the public schools and therefore established the feeling which remains to 
this day that the schools were to serve the community. As we grew as a new city and a new 
school district, there were new churches and stores and even a theater, the Skytrain, which 
brought us many hours of entertainment. Humpty Dumpty was our first business. American State 
Bank, Conrad and West Drug Store, and the post office were other early buildings. The 
American National Bank became the First National Bank and the drug store became Conrad and 
Marr in January 1944. Other businesses were quickly being built to accommodate a rapidly 
growing community. New schools, new students, new teachers, new churches, new businesses – 
all working and building together. 
 What a wonderful spirit existed among administration, faculty, students, and parents. But 
one night that spirit was shattered. A strong wind storm, probably a small tornado, hit our 
hutments. About midnight Mr. Rose and I went to the school to survey the damage. The north 
and south sections were moved to a 45 degree angle and the wind had completely demolished 
our English room. Book reports were scattered for many blocks. I have never heard so many 
pupils claim that their book reports were in as I did in the days to follow! 



 We left the buildings where they were, put new foundations under them, ran new gas 
lines, ordered a new English room, and started classes again without loss of school time. We no 
longer had a square; we now had a parallelogram.  
 While housed in the hutments, we saw developing in the distance our new home, and we 
joyfully moved into it in April 1944. This was completely funded by federal funds. This building 
was located where Jarman Junior High is now. The building was dedicated in May 1944. It 
housed a nursery school, elementary, junior high and high school. When we moved, we had 
already begun our enormous growth, so the hutments had to go with us to our new site. The 
hutments remained with us until 1953. They are gone but their memory will be with us forever. 
 Early in 1944, Soldier Creek School annexed to the Midwest City District and soon the 
first year came to a close. Our average daily attendance for that year was 732 and we had 14 high 
school graduates. 
 Late in the 40’s and early 50’s, Mishak, Harmony and Barnes school districts were 
annexed to the district. Mishak was located at S.E. 59th and Douglas, Barnes at S.E. 59th and 
Anderson and Harmony at S.E. 59th and Sooner. Mishak and Harmony were closed but Barnes 
was moved to its present location and a new building built. We were no longer a nine square 
mile district; we were now 45 square miles and our student population was still increasing. 
 Del City was incorporated in 1946, founded by George Epperly. Because of this new city 
and the growth in Midwest City, three new schools were begun. East Side and West Side were 
built in 1946 and occupied in 1947. Del City Elementary was occupied in 1948. Del City High 
began as a junior high in 1951. The ninth graders became sophomores in 1952, and the first 
graduating class was in 1955 with 57 graduates. 
 One of the highlights that must not be overlooked in the history of our school district is 
the Post School. This school was actually on Tinker Field at the main gate entrance from 1948-
1951. In 1948-49 there were approximately 1,000 students, which included grades 4 through 7, 
and in 1949-51 grades 4, 5, and 6 were enrolled in this site and later moved to Country Estates 
when it was completed in 1951. The first, second, and third grades these years were at our other 
elementary schools, Sooner, East Side, West Side, Del City Elementary and Soldier Creek. 
 Many problems were present but the most important and most serious one was the 
transporting of student across S.E. 29th Street. All students were transported because of the 
extreme traffic. This was a tremendous task yet accomplished in the true pioneer spirit.  
 Midwest City Junior High moved into its new site in 1951. This site is now Midwest 
Coty High. The junior high returned to the old site in 1955 and the building was named Jarman 
Junior High. Carl Albert Junior and Senior High was started in 1962. It remained a six year 
school until the new Carl Albert Junior High was occupied in the fall of 1971.  
 Our school district grew and grew until we became the fifth largest school district in 
Oklahoma. This growth presented problems not encountered by other school districts. Oscar 
Rose realized that local and state revenue could not support a school program where the majority 
of children came from families who were employed at a non-taxable federal property, Tinker 
Field. Hence, he turned his attention to the federal government for financial assistance. He 
convinced those in Washington that there was a need for support because of the heavy impaction 
due to a federal installation. Congress reacted favorably and supported this school system until 
1950 under the Lanham Act. But in 1950 Mr. Rose was able to get the passage of a bill known as 
P.L. 874 (Impact Aid) to support schools all over the nation who were in similar situations. This 
bill caused Mr. Rose to gain national recognition as a leader in education. 



 Part of our great history was destroyed in the spring of 1954 when a fire destroyed the 
original four room Sooner school. Then in February 1965 a fire destroyed the original building 
built in 1944 at the Jarman site. Much history, part of our lives and many great memories went 
up in smoke. The old gym at Jarman which was completed in 1945 is the only original building 
left. Jarman and Sooner were rebuilt after the fires. 
 Another traumatic experience occurred when we were told that the Glenwood area would 
have to be made a green belt area or there would be a reduction in activities at Tinker Field. A 
county wide election was held to purchase houses in this area, and Glenwood School closed its 
doors as a school for the last time at the end of the 1972-73 school year. Many tears were shed, 
but once again the people responded to do that which must be done. 
 Yes, years have gone by since those memorable days. In 1994 we have a faculty of 1122 
certified personnel and a student body of 15,560. We have 17 elementary schools, 5 junior high 
schools, 3 senior high schools, one special services center, and one vocational technical school. 
 During all of those years of growth there developed a spirit of caring, a school system 
that cared for its students, its employees and its citizens. A great heritage has been passed down 
to all of us. I think now of the togetherness, the borrowed bus, the borrowed books and stoves, 
the cold, the crowding and the mud. I think of the citizens who shared their lives and time with 
us willingly. I think of the leaders, the administrators, and the Board of Education who gave 
unsparingly of their time and who were so often really concerned and worried about financial 
affairs of the school. I think of the teachers who taught for the joy of teaching under difficult 
circumstances for so little money, and I think of the students who shared with us and gave their 
best. Many of them are now illustrious alumni and so many are leaders in this area and in the 
school district they helped to build. As I look back, I am thankful that I was a part of it all and 
would not have missed it for anything.  
 Mid-del is proud of its first fifty years, and we are inspired and challenged to make our 
schools even more effective in the future.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Superintendent’s Years of Service 
 

Superintendent      Years of Service  Total Years of Service 

Dr. Pam Deering      2012‐present 

Dr. Pam Twidwell      7/1/11‐3/12/12     1 year 
        (Also served as Interim Superintendent) 

Mr. Bill Scoggan      2005‐June 2011     6 years 

Dr. Cheryl Steele      1994‐2005      11 years 

Dr. John Folks       1988‐1994      6 years 

Dr. Randall Rayburn      9/21/87‐6/30/88    1 year 

Dr. Lewis “Babe” Eubanks    1975‐8/28/87      12 years 

Mr. James E. (J.E.) Sutton    1968 (2nd Semester)‐1982    13.5 years 

Mr. Oscar Rose      1943‐1969 

 


