






































 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF CAMBRIDGE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, April 20, 2015 
 
Call to Order.  Board of Education President, Joe Pleshek, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Seven of seven members 

present.   

Public Comment.  Mr. Stanley Lien shared concern relative to the location of the CHS Baseball scoreboard and asked if it could 

be relocated to a more advantageous site-line location.  He also asked that someone put TIF language on their radar.   

Blue Jay Good News Jar.  From CHS Principal, Keith Schneider:  We recently received an initial report of those juniors who took the 

ACT test several weeks ago.  The report details 51 student’s scores (there were a couple who needed to take the ACT on the makeup date and we 

do not have their scores yet).  The average score for the 51 students was 23.2!  That's an amazing number!  Way to go staff!!  There will be more 

"official" releases of information when all student’s scores are released.   
Student Representatives Report.  Molly Hensel, Student Council Student Board Representative, reported that things are very 

busy at CHS.  State CHS Science Olympiad placed 3
rd

 place at State.  State Forensics brought home 1-gold, 2-silvers and 3-

bronze.  Cassandra Loether, National Honor Society Student Board Representative, reported that 4
th
 quarter is under way and that 

there are 47 days left till graduation.  Senior portfolios are due and A.P. Exams begin in two weeks.  Springs sports are busy, busy.   

Consent Agenda.  Motion made by Tracy Smithback-Travis, second by Tim Krueger to move to approve consent agenda 

as presented.  Motion unanimously carried, consent agenda approved.   

Staffing Report.  Mr. Nikolay reviewed the addition of a NMS  track coach and spoke to Ms. Adas’ long-term sub.  Mr. 

Worthing verbally introduced Mr. Kreul, Seasonal Grounds-Keeper, to the Board.  New Hire/Contracts:  Kelly 
Cunningham, MS Track (additional position due to high numbers), Ashley Miles, 4K Long-Term Sub for 
Jenna Adas, Lawrence Kreul, Seasonal Groundskeeper & Custodian.  Resignations:  Linda Branzolewski, 
CES Music & NMS Vocal Teacher, Julie Woletz, CHS Business Education Teacher.  Retirement Notices:  
None.  Vacancy Not Yet Posted:  Long Term Sub for Mike Klingbeil, Long Term Sub for Emily Klingbeil, 
Long Term Sub for Kathryn Gerlach, Long Term Sub for Hollie Senzig, Long Term Sub for Nathan Gerlach, 
CHS Business Education Teacher.  Vacancies Posted, Not Yet Filled:  CES Music & NMS Vocal Teacher, 
CES Art Teacher, District Instructional Coach & New Teacher Mentor.  Leave of 
Absence/Maternity/Paternity Leave Request:  Nathan Gerlach, 1 year Leave of Absence for 2015-16 
School year, approved in Closed Session on March 20, 2015.  Coaching/Advisor Changes:  None.  Internal 
Position Changes:  None.  Non-Renewal Notice:   
Deb Hanson, CES Art Teacher, final notice approved on March 16, 2015, Two Closed Session agenda items, 
April 20, 2015.   
Gifts and Donations Report.  Joe Pleshek read gifts and donations report and thanked all for their continued dedication 

to the School District of Cambridge.  Cambridge Area Lions donated $100 to the Football Program.  Anonymous 

Donation - $2,000 to the Spirit Squad for new competition uniforms and other related expenses 

Approval of Minutes of Past Meeting(s).  As presented.   

Treasurer’s Report and Monthly Vouchers.  As presented.   

Oath of Office to Newly Elected Board Members.  As newly elected Board Members, Ms. Peg Sullivan and Mr. 

Thomas Wright took their Oaths of Office for becoming new Board Members.   

Recognition of Herb Kohl Fellowship Winner.  Mrs. Mary Beth Steven was recently honored as a 2015 Hear Kohl 

Fellowship winner.  She was honored at a reception in Madison where she received her award and a copy of one for the 

District.  Mr. Joe Pleshek and Ms. Donna Pahuski, Mrs. Steven’s nominator, honored and congratulated Mary Beth at 

the Board Meeting presenting her with the District’s copy of her award.  Congrats Mary Beth.   
Policy Committee Report.  April Policy Committee Meeting is scheduled for next week.  These policies are coming before the 

Board as a second read for possible approval.   



 

 

 

Action on New Policy 535.2 Extra-Curricular Assignments.  Motion made by Tim Krueger, second by Peg Sullivan to 

move to approve Policy #535.2 as presented.  Motion unanimously carried, policy approved as presented.     

Action on Policy 683.1 Asset Management. Motion made by Tim Krueger, second by Tracy Smithback-Travis to move 

to approve Policy #683.1 as presented.  Motion unanimously carried, policy approved as presented.      

Action on Revision to Policy 443.3 Tobacco Use/Possession Prohibition .  Motion made by Tim Krueger, second by 

Joe Pleshek to move to approve Policy #443.3 as presented.  Motion unanimously carried, policy approved as presented.     

Action on Revision to Policy 831 Tobacco, Alcohol, and Other Drug Use on School Property or at School 

Sponsored Events/Activities. Motion made by Tim Krueger, second by Phil Adas to move to approve Policy #831 as 

presented.  Motion unanimously carried, policy approved as presented.      

Action on New Policy 522.2 Tobacco Use on School Premises by Employees.  Motion made by Tim Krueger, second 

by Phil Adas to move to approve Policy #522.2 as presented.  Motion unanimously carried, policy approved as presented.     

Curriculum Committee Report.  Ms. Peg Sullivan reported on Curriculum Committee meeting.   

 Discussion and Possible Action to Include Advanced Placement Courses in Students G.P.A.  Motion made by Peg 

Sullivan, second by Joe Pleshek, to move to approve including A.P. Course grades in students G.P.A.’s beginning in the 

2015/2016 school year.  Handbook will be amended.  Motion unanimously carried, item approved.  Peg commended committee 

formed for their work and for bringing the recommendation to the Board.   

Finance Committee Report.  Greg Engelstad reported in Phil Adas’ absence. The Committee discussed potential 

changes in post-employment benefits, crossing areas on Hwy. 12, and buildings and grounds updates.   
Discussion and Possible Action on Pilot Agreement with the Village of Cambridge to Acquire Parcel of Land on 

Simonson St.  No action taken at this meeting.   

 Severson Learning Center Committee Report.  Tracy Smithback-Travis reported that no meeting was held in April.  

Working with Rettler for more detailed break-down on finance numbers relative to staging of project.  Also working on 

getting updates on building and maintenance costs.   

Action on Appointing Delegate to CESA 2 Convention- May 19, 2015, Whitewater, WI.  Motion made by Glenn 

Bolt, second by Tim Krueger to move to approve Peg Sullivan as the CESA #2 Representative.   

Update on 2015 Summer School.  Chris Holt, CES Principal and Summer School Coordinator provided a brief update 

to the Board on the preparations and planning for summer school 2015.   
Administrative/PTO Reports.  Administrators John Leadholm, Krista Jones, Chris Holt, Keith Schneider and Mr. Nikolay 

reported on events and happening in the District.   

Motion made by Joe Pleshek, second by Glenn Bolt, to move to Convene into Executive Session per ss. 19.85 (1) (e)  and (f) to 

consider employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the 

governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  (Final Notice of Non-Renewal of Certified Staff Members 

and Discussion of Upcoming Base Wage Bargain with Certified Staff).  Roll call vote taken:  Bolt-yes, Sullivan-yes, Adas-yes, 

Pleshek-yes, Engelstad-yes, Smithback-Travis-yes, Krueger-yes.  All ayes, motion unanimously carried – meeting adjourned to 

closed session at 7:16 p.m. 

Motion made by Joe Pleshek, second by Tracy Smithback-Travis to move to return to Open Session for Possible Action on 

Items Discussed in Executive Session.  Roll call vote:  Pleshek-yes, Adas-yes, Smithback-Travis-yes, Sullivan-yes, Krueger-yes, 

Bolt-yes, Engelstad-yes.  All ayes, motion unanimously carried.   

Motion made by Glenn Bolt, second by Peg Sullivan to move forward with non-renewals.  Motion unanimously carried, approved.   

Adjourn.  Motion made by Tim Krueger, second by Glenn Bolt to move to adjourn.  Motion unanimously carried, meeting 

adjourned at 7:51 p.m.     

Respectfully Submitted:  Mary Kay Raether, Recorder 

Approved as Presented/With Changes as Noted:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

  

 ________________________________  ______________________________ 

Joe Pleshek, BOE President                  Tracy Smithback-Travis, BOE Clerk 
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