
MENA SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
Special Called Meeting 

 
September 29, 2009 

 
MINUTES 

 
The Mena School Board met in a special called session Tuesday night, September 29, 
2009 at 6:00 pm with the following members present:  Robby Hines, Clint Montgomery, 
Will Robbins, Kyle Cannon, Edd Puckett and Judith Roberson. 
 
Kyle Cannon opened the meeting with prayer. New board member Judith Roberson was 
welcomed to the board by President Robby Hines. As a result of the Board election it was 
necessary to replace Robert Crawford as one of the board designees to sign checks. Kyle 
Cannon made the motion to appoint Will Robbins to this duty. Motion was seconded by 
Judith Roberson and the motion passed 5-0. 
 
Clint Montgomery made the motion to nominate Bill Abernathy as our nominee for the 
Dr. Dan Pilkington award sponsored by the Arkansas School Boards Association for his 
tireless efforts in the field of Education while serving as our State Representative. The 
motion was seconded by Will Robbins and the motion passed 6-0. 
 
Danny Thrailkill then spoke to the Board concerning the insurance settlement on the 
tornado damaged Mena Middle School. The School has deposited a check from Travelers 
insurance in the amount of $5,598,148.00. There is additional money available only if the 
district elects to build a new school in the approximate amounts of $1.2 million for 
depreciation and $400,000 for code upgrades. Travelers will allow the district 2 years to 
complete the building project. The Board thanked Mr. Thrailkill for his efforts on their 
behalf. 
 
The Board then discussed the possibility of securing state partnership money to construct 
a new school to replace Louise Durham Elementary. Preliminary estimates of the cost of 
a new elementary are approximately $6.5 million. The Board discussed the conflicting 
timelines involved in applying for partnership money, the timeline for building a school 
and the timeline for using the additional $1.6 million form the insurance company. 
 
The Board then discussed benefits and problems associated with building a new 
elementary or continuing to use the existing Louise Durham Elementary. Also discussed 
were the pros and cons of the prospective safe rooms and the status of the lost practice 
field for the Middle School. 
 
No action was taken at this meeting, but the Board did ask to have school officials 
investigate these following questions so they can gather more information before making 
a decision on how best to utilize the insurance money. 
 
 



1. Continue to move forward with the disposal of the old MMS campus and the 
Hatfield campus. 

2. Work with Doug Eaton to see what the possibilities are for partnership money 
to construct a new elementary school. 

3. Check on possible locations for the new elementary if the District does decide 
to move in that direction. 

4. Check on the disposition of Louise Durham Elementary in the event the 
District decides to implement a building project for a new elementary. 

5. See if the insurance company will extend the timeline to use the additional 
$1.6 million for the construction of a new elementary. 

6. Work on the Districts 10 year plan with (architect) Craig Boone. 
7. Check on the possibility to combine the 2 safe rooms between the new High 

School and the prospective Middle School. The combined room would allow 
more usage during normal days by the school. 

8. Get a more detailed accounting of the cost of the District’s share of the safe 
rooms. 

9. Check with the insurance company to determine what the insurance company 
will pay for and what FEMA will pay for concerning the lost MMS practice 
field. 

 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________ 
Robby Hines, President 
 
 
_________________________ 
Will Robbins, Secretary 


