
 
MENA SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

August 18, 2009 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Mena School Board met in regular session on Tuesday night, August 18, 2009 with 
the following members present: Robby Hines, Robert Crawford, Randy Horton, Will 
Robbins, Clint Montgomery Edd Puckett and Kyle Cannon.  
 
President Robby Hines called the meeting to order and asked Robert Crawford to open 
the meeting with prayer. 
 
Minutes of the July and August special called Board meetings were reviewed. Randy 
Horton made a motion to approve the minutes as read. Will Robbins seconded the motion 
and the motion carried. 
 
In the Superintendent’s report, Dr. Gathright reported that school will begin on August 19 
with students. Each building looks very good and ready for students and teachers to begin 
another year of providing quality education for our students. 
Most staff has been hired and participated in preliminary training opportunities this week. 
There are many new faces at each building. 
Classified personnel were appreciative of the new salary schedule and the efforts of the 
CPPC and the Board to move toward a more equitable salary schedule. 
The offer to purchase the Geyer property was refused. 
Open Houses at the buildings were well attended. 
Hooten’s Classic is approaching on September 1. Tickets may be purchased for $7 at 
MHS and the Adm Office. 
School Board election is in September. 
MHS construction is on target with electrical, plumbing, and concrete work beginning 
while dirt work continues. 
 
Louise Durham Elementary 
The building has recovered from its flood without much damage to the floors. Teachers 
have busily worked to prepare their classrooms for the upcoming year. Fewer personnel 
changes have impacted LD than the other buildings in the district. 
 
Holly Harshman Elementary 
Back to School Bash was August 13. It was a success with several hundred students and 
their parents in attendance. 
 
The sixth grade is set up and ready to go for the new year at Holly. Kervin Crochet and 
Danny Minton have done a great job with the ramps and decks. Rick Clark and each of 
the tech department have worked diligently to complete the project in time for school.  
 
 
 



Mena Middle School 
Kristen Gray won "Miss Tech Band Camp 2009". Allison Austin won band camp 
outstanding woodwind musician.  Four students make the camp honor band (Race Grubb, 
Taylor Key, Kristen Gray, and Allison Austin). Adam Coats said it best, "When you can 
win more awards than the Russellville schools you've done something." 
 
The building and grounds have been refurbished and are ready for school to begin. A 
large amount of furniture has been moved back and forth this summer, but Mr. Duckett 
and Gene’s crews are doing the work with zeal. 
 
The damaged furniture and technology is being replaced since approval was given 
following the July 29 meeting with Travelers Insurance. 
 
Mena High School 
Colby Conatser, a junior at MHS, made a tornado DVD on community outreach with 4H 
and won the State technology competition at the U of A this summer. 
 
The Mena Jazz Band performed at the annual Governor’s Dinner in Little Rock on June 
26th. The guest speaker for the evening was Governor Tim Pawlenty of Minnesota. The 
band entertained 400 guests from around the state. Doyle Webb, Republican Party of 
Arkansas Chairman, extended an invitation to the Mena Jazz Band to perform at the 
dinner after hearing an outstanding performance at the local Lincoln Day Dinner on May 
16th. The Jazz Band is under the direction of band director’s Nevada Mills and Charles 
Morgan. The Mena Jazz Band is comprised of members of the beginning, middle, and 
high school bands.  
 
Mr. Ray Beardsley addressed the Board on applying for approval to issue bonds for the 
purpose of erecting and equipping a safe room; acquisition of land; and any remaining 
funds will be used for constructing, refurbishing, remodeling and equipping school 
facilities. Kyle Cannon made a motion to submit an “Application for a Permit to Issue 
Bonds”, with related documents, for a $2,100,000 Construction Bond Issue to the State 
Department of Education and to employ First Security Beardsley Public Finance as Fiscal 
Agent. Robert Crawford seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Robert Crawford made a motion to submit a “Qualified School Construction Bond 
Application”, with related documents for $2,060,000 to the State Department of 
Education and to employ First Security Beardsley Public Finance, as Fiscal Agent. Will 
Robbins seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
The purchase of a 2009 Chevy Impala program car, for the superintendent, from Bob 
Carver’s Chevrolet was discussed. The asking price on the Impala was $25,395. It was 
offered to the school for $16,500. Randy Horton made a motion to purchase the 2009 
Impala from Bob Carver’s Chevrolet.  Kyle Cannon seconded the motion and the motion 
carried. 
 



Dr. Gathright recommended the Board purchase a trailer for ISS in the amount of $3,000 
to be placed at the High School. Clint Montgomery made a motion to purchase the trailer 
for ISS. Kyle Cannon seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Randy Horton made a motion to approve Dr. Gathright to represent Mena School District 
for making program applications, budgets and reports required by State and Federal 
Agencies. Edd Puckett seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Financial reports were reviewed. No action was necessary. 
 
After reviewing the July bill list, Randy Horton made a motion that bills be paid. Robert 
Crawford seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
With no further business, Robert Crawford made a motion to adjourn. Will Robbins 
seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________ 
Robby Hines, President 
 
 
_________________________ 
Will Robbins, Secretary 


