
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. What are the guidelines or criteria that determine if a child qualifies for 504/ADA? 
 
 A group of knowledgeable individuals in the school makes a determination whether or not a 
 physical or mental impairment results in a substantial limitation of a major life activity.  There 
 are no specific criteria provided for eligibility purposes. 
 

2. Does an evaluation of no exceptionality automatically qualify a student for 504/ADA? 
 
 No.  In order to be eligible for Section 504/ADA services, a student must have a physical or 
 mental impairment.  A student does not have to have a clinical label in order to be eligible for 
 services. 
 

3. Does a child qualify for 504/ADA while being evaluated or before being evaluated for IDEA? 
 
 Not unless the child has a physical or mental impairment that results in a substantial limitation in 
 a major life activity.  Being referred for IDEA services is not linked to eligibility under 
 504/ADA. 
 

4. Should a 504/ADA plan be written on a student who is referred for an IDEA evaluation at the 
time of referral? 

 
 No.  Again, eligibility for 504/ADA services is not linked to IDEA procedures. 
 

5. When does a student qualify for 504 due to behavioral problems? 
 
 When the group of knowledgeable persons determine that the behavior is a result of a physical or 
 mental impairment and a major life activity has been substantially limited. 
 

6. Can a 504/ADA student be expelled/suspended? 
 
 Yes.  If a manifest determination indicates that the disability is not related to the behavior and the 
 behavior results in expulsion or suspension for other students. 
 

7. What safeguards/rights related to expulsion/suspension? 
  
 A manifest determination must be made.  If the determination is the behavior is related to the 
 disability, then the student may not be expelled or suspended for more than 10 days.  If there is 
 no relationship, the student can be disciplined like other students. 
 
8. Should there be written documentation that a parent has been invited to a meeting? 

 
 Yes.  Parents must be notified about procedures under 504 and the ADA, and documentation 
 should be kept verifying such notification. 



 
9. Any recourse for a child with ADD/ADHD who is on medication but is not tasking them at 

home?  Accommodation plan still in effect? 
 
 Schools cannot dictate whether or not students take medication.  This is strictly a parental 
 decision.  Schools must deal with the child however he presents himself – with or without the 
 medication. 
 

10. Suggested modifications for assistance with behavior in general classrooms for 504 students 
with behavior disorders. 

 
 Implement a behavior intervention plan, seating arrangement, positive reinforcements, and 
 individual behavioral contract. 
 

11. Whose responsibility is it to notify school of a diagnosis when a student has been to a doctor or 
mental health facility? 

 
 Parent’s responsibility.  Medical information is confidential and can only be shared with parental 
 consent. 
 

12. Can students with consistent behavior problems (suspensions/past expulsions) qualify for 504 
without an official diagnosis? 

 
 Yes.  If the committee determines that a physical or mental impairment exists, then the 
 committee may make the determination that the child is eligible.  No specific clinical label is 
 required. 
 

13. If a parent disagrees with the decision of the 504/ADA committee, what should be our next 
step? 

 
 The parent must be informed of his/her due process rights.  The decision to appeal the decision is 
 the parents. 
 

14. Should a student, who is gifted/talented, with behavior problems, have a 504 plan? 
 
 If the committee decides that the child is eligible, then the child must have a 504 plan. 
 

15. Does a student have to be on medication if they are 504/ADA due to ADD/ADHD? 
 
 No.  To medicate or not is the parent’s decision. 
 

16. Should there be a meeting held on every child on medication to consider 504/ADA? 
 
 No.  If there is some reason to believe that the child would be eligible under 504/ADA, then a 
 referral should be made.  If there is no reason to suspect a disability then no referral is necessary. 



 
17. Should children who require medical procedures on a regular basis be considered 504/ADA? 

 
 Yes.  These children should definitely be considered.  However, just because a child received 
 some medical procedures does not mean that a group of individuals will determine that the child 
 is eligible. 
 

18. If a child has dyslexia, is the school required to provide a multisensory phonics program for 
that child if state law requires it to do so? 

 
 If the state has a “dyslexia law” that requires such a plan, then the school must comply.  
 However, this is not the same as a 504 plan.  While many children with dyslexia may be covered 
 under 504, their eligibility is an individually-determined process. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
   
 
   
 
 


