
MENA SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
November 18, 2008 
 
MINUTES 
 
The Mena School Board met in regular session on Tuesday night, November 18, 2008 with the following members 
present:  Robby Hines, Randy Horton, Robert Crawford, Will Robbins, Clint Montgomery, Kyle Cannon and Edd Puckett.  
 
President Robby Hines called the meeting to order and asked Will Robbins to open the meeting with prayer. 
 
Minutes of the September Board meeting was reviewed. Randy Horton made a motion to approve the September minutes 
as read. Kyle Cannon seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
In the Superintendent’s report, Dr. Gathright reported that A. LaFaye, an acclaimed children’s book author, is in the 
district on the 18th to work with students at MHS, Holly Harshman, and MMS.  She will also conduct a seminar for our 
faculty at the auditorium. This is the result of a grant written by Karen Purvis, Jimma Holder, and Kimberly Pymn. 
Additional authors will visit our schools this year. 
 
A coffee was hosted by Dr. Gathright to have the opportunity to talk with local business leaders. Approximately 15 
attended and agreed to meet regularly to discuss economic issues related to the growth of the area and the schools.  
 
The Bearcat Foundation was very supportive in sending off the volleyball girls and football boys to important games. They 
have also been supportive of extra expenses associated with this year’s competition. 
 
High School Musical, staring MHS students, is November 20 at 8:15 a.m., 21 at 1 p.m., 23 at 2 p.m., 24 at 7 p.m., 25 at 
8:30 a.m. Students from every school will have the opportunity to attend. The cost is $5/person. I hope that you will 
bring your family and friends. The kids and teachers have worked very hard on this production. The 23 and 24 are public 
presentations. The others are school presentations. You are welcomed to attend any of the shows. The price is the same 
regardless. 
 
On November 5, Dr. Gathright hosted the superintendents from Paris, Magazine, and Mountainburg in Mena. The group 
visited MMS and MHS classrooms and planned the remaining work that is needed for their project on improving literacy 
performance for all students. 
 
On November 16, Connie Davis, Karlene Hooker, Diann Gathright, Craig Boone, and Shane from Craig’s office flew with 
Will Robbins to Shelton, MS to view science lab furniture for the new building. The cost of the trip is paid by Missco. 
 
Thanksgiving lunch will be Thursday, November 20 at each school. The community is invited to attend. The cost is $2.25 
per person. 
 
Plans are moving forward for the relocation of ALE to MHS. Gene has the Hatfield building on the mover’s list. He is also 
working with the city on codes and other issues related to the re-location of the building to the space adjacent to the 
existing portable at MHS. The goal is to begin classes in the facilities in January. There is space for the two cafeteria 
ladies in Mena cafeterias due to recent retirements and resignations. The exact placement will be determined in 
December based on the greatest need. 
 
Flu shots were administered to all employees who wanted them by our school nurses. They cost $12/shot. 
 
Louise Durham 
Emma Lott was chosen Wal-Mart Teacher of the Year. She received a $100 gift certificate and the school received a 
$1000 check. 
 
The high school art students from Ms. Johnson’s class painted the US map on the playground. They were Heather 
Humphrey, Bryan Anderson, Eddie Perrine, and Jimmy Cook. 
 
On October 21st the Blood Drive collected 29 units of blood. 
 
42 students in K-2 are receiving tutoring services twice a week after school. 
 
More than 900 lunches are expected to be served on November 20 for the Thanksgiving lunch. 
 
The Thanksgiving Feast for Kindergarten will be November 25th in the K hallway. 
  
The fire prevention poster contest winners were: Pre-school-Tie between Johnston and House; Kindergarten-Ward, 1st 
Grade-Montgomery; 2nd Grade-Steele. Judges were Mayor George McKee, Code Inspector Frank Mead, and Penny Terrell 
from the Housing Authority. 
 



Holly Harshman 
Students completed Literacy Target Assessment, and teachers are disaggregating data through open-response training 
with Judy Burnett. 
 
PTO meetings are moving forward, and they are forming various groups for leadership positions. 
 
Mid-term reports go out November 14. 
 
Ms. Johnson’s art students painted various scenes in the Holly hallways. 
 
A retirement party was held for Doyle Boydstun on November 6. His years of service made a positive impact on the lives 
of students and staff. The staff at HH welcomes Terri Clark as Mr. Boydstun’s housekeeping replacement. 
 
Work has been conducted on the playground to prepare it for receiving the playground equipment from Hatfield. Much of 
the labor with bulldozers was volunteered. 
 
The third grade musical was November 7, and the students performed well. A large crowd of parents, friends, and 
grandparents attended. 
 
Dr. Sharon Rowland’s retirement party is scheduled for December 16 at 3:30 p.m. at Holly Harshman. 
 
Mena Intermediate and Middle  
Cathy Marshall received a Beef Grant of $100 for the purchase of beef to use in her FACS classes.  
 
Bridgett Buckley and Daphane Burnett created an online literary magazine where students publish stories, poetry, and 
articles that they have completed for class. The link is: http://mms.dmsc.k12.ar.us/LiteracyMagazine/index.htm  Please 
take the time to visit the site. 
 
MMS and MHS East Labs collaborated to host EAST Night Out Open House at Mena High School to showcase students’ 
work. EAST students presented visitors with an overview of the EAST program and demonstrated a sample of the 
community work and service provided and facilitated by their EAST classrooms.  MMS EAST Lab sponsored a Drug-Free 
Pep Rally to kick off Red Ribbon Week and created a “What’s Your Anti-Drug” video that is on the hallway TV screens at 
MMS during Red Ribbon Week. They had over 25 entries in the Annual Creative Pumpkin Contest. 
 
Robin Ponder and Tammy Rodgers Co-teach in 6th grade math by combining Mrs. Ponders’ 6th grade math class and 
Mrs. Rodgers’ 6th grade resource math class.  This allows them to use many research-based strategies with struggling 
students. Whole group and individualized instruction are maximized through the co-teaching model.  
 
The retirement party for Tom and Becky Parker is scheduled for November 25 at MMS at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Mena High School 
The Ladycat volleyball team made it to the semi-finals at state. We are very proud of them. The LadyKitten team was the 
district champ. 
 
The Bearcats played hard this season. They are not eligible to participate in the playoffs this year. 
 
The tennis season is over. In tennis, Jacob Goodner and Jake Bunch advanced to the state semi-finals before being 
defeated by the eventual state champions. The Ladycats were District Champs for the third year in a row, and the 
Bearcats were District Runner-up in tennis for the second year in a row. 
 
Mena will not participate in bowling this year due to the lack of a training facility. 
 
A benefit basketball game is November 18 at Jim Rackley Gymnasium. 
 
Sandy Morgan, nurse at MHS, won the Big Bear Gospel Competition a couple of weeks ago. 
 
Ed and Dorothy Stevenson and Union Bank have contributed $1000 for the purchase of books for MHS to promote the 
purposes of Literacy Lab in the school. 
 
Other donors were instrumental in supporting the LadyCat volleyball team in the tournament held near Jonesboro. 
 
Twelve senior high students and seven middle school students earned all region honors in choir. Mena students were in 
competition with students from all sizes of schools. Kassidy Summit, who is a 7th grader, ranked 8th of 133 first sopranos 
in grades 7-9. Hannah Bell, Lauryn Madison, Sarah Shufelberger, Osten Cunningham, Kimmie Hanners, and Ryan Lowery 
made all region in junior high division. Senior high all region choir members are: Victoria Webster, Kayla Blanton, Akina 
Sibbett, Melisa Musick, Charissa Henderson, Amber Lane, Amy Milne, Lucas Head, Ethan Head, Max Hartwig, Erik Owens, 



and Ben Miller. Melisa, Clarissa, Ethan, Max, and Erik were in the top 13 which qualifies them for All State Choir auditions 
in February. 
 
The Livestock and Ag Communications teams competed in the national contest in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Both teams 
placed 13th in the nation. Megan Maye and Chelsea Anderson earned gold awards in livestock while Megan Cooper and 
Ashleigh Williams earned silver.  Leigha Smith earned goal in Ag Communications. Logan McCourtney, Alexis Lawson, and 
Lacie Land earned silver. Alexa Rouse earned bronze. 
 
Dr. Gathright recommended the expulsion, for the rest of the year, of a high school student for not following the rules 
and procedures of the public schools. Will Robbins made a motion to expel the student. Robert Crawford seconded the 
motion and the motion carried. 
 
Dr. Gathright presented the Board with the 2006-2007 Audit Findings. Robert Crawford made a motion to accept the 
2006-2007 Audit Findings. Will Robbins seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Financial reports were reviewed. No action was necessary. 
 
After reviewing the October bill list, Robert Crawford made a motion that bills be paid. Randy Horton seconded the 
motion and the motion carried. 
 
The Board went into executive session to discuss personnel. 
 
Upon returning to regular session, Dr. Gathright recommended the Board accept the resignations of June Shadden, cook 
at Holly Harshman, as of Oct. 20, 2008, Lisa Billingsley, cook at Middle School, as of Dec. 19, 2008 and Lucinda Foster, 
cook at Louise Durham, as of Oct. 22, 2008. Randy Horton made a motion to accept Dr. Gathright’s recommendations.  
Robert Crawford seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Re-organization of School Board Officers was held. 
 
Kyle Cannon made a motion to elect Robby Hines as President, Robert Crawford as Vice-President and Will Robbins as 
Secretary. Clint Montgomery seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
The New Board Officers were elected as follows: 
 
 
Robby Hines, President 
Robert Crawford, Vice-President 
Will Robbins, Secretary 
 
 
With no further business, Randy Horton made the motion to adjourn. Robert Crawford seconded the motion and the 
motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________ 
Robby Hines, President 
 
 
_________________________ 
Will Robbins, Secretary 
 

 


