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The Wall of Fame award recipients are all individuals who have contributed greatly to the well-being of our society by sharing
their talents, leadership skills and hard work. Their achievements fall broadly into the categories of scholarship, leadership,
community service and character. With this honor we celebrate their lives, accomplishments and the choices, albeit sometimes
the sacrifices, they have made along their career and personal life path. The honorees are recognized in the following Award
Categories by their year of graduation: Arts, Athletics, Community Service, Decade, Friends of the Alumni, Scholar
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Thomas Golaszewski, Ed.D., Class of 1966
Category - Scholar
Considered a pioneer in worksite health promotion, Tom is best known for his financial analysis research and for shifting the field to
emphasize health interventions at the company level. He developed the first published measuring tool to assess the health supporting
capacity of work places. Earning four degrees from SUNY at Buffalo (bachelor’s, master’s, master’s in education and doctorate in
education), he assumed research positions at several private institutions and adjunct faculty appointments at George Mason, American
University and Trinity College in Washington, D.C. He later joined SUNY Brockport becoming professor and program coordinator of Health
Care Administration. He was a principle in the national movement to include health promotion in health care reform, culminating in
its insertion in the 2010 Affordable Care Act. Tom is an internationally-recognized researcher and award-winning author, producing
75 publications, $4.5 million in research grants and 144 invited/peer reviewed presentations. Known as “Big Tom” in high school,
Tom was accomplished in the classroom as a member of the National Honor Society and a Regents scholarship winner and on the
football field, basketball and volleyball court, baseball field and track. A serious knee injury undermined a likely college football career, though he briefly played
basketball at SUNY Buffalo. Currently, an Adjunct Professor Emeritus at SUNY @ Brockport and owner of Thomas J. Golaszewski Associates, LLC, a software-based
consulting firm for work place health promotion provider companies, he is a member of multiple professional advisory committees and expert panels. He also reviews
multiple journal/book manuscripts. He and his wife, Anne Marie, reside in East Amherst and have traveled extensively in Europe. They have two children, Lacey and
Jordan. Tom is an active fitness enthusiast - cycling, golfing, cross country skiing, and weight training. Following his retirement, Brockport has begun the process of
initiating an endowed health care administration award in his name.

Thomas J. Domino, Class of 1969
Category - Community Service
When you work as an officer of the law, you serve your community in many ways and put yourself right in the path of danger. The 38-year
law enforcement career of Thomas J. Domino is testament to helping others. During his career with the Depew Police Department, he
earned a 1984 award for excellence and bravery in the response to a house fire and rescue attempt. His award certificate cites “bravery
above and beyond the normal call of duty and with disregard for your own safety to enter into a burning building at Rumford St. without
breathing apparatus or cover equipment in an attempt to rescue the occupant.” In 1987 another award was presented for excellence
in response to a bank robbery when he spotted the wanted vehicle, pursued the robber and with other offices apprehended him within
eight minutes of the hold-up. Another award in 1992 was in response to a house fire rescue of the elderly Depew resident. The job was
not without many dangers as a 1986 Depew Bee article recalls Domino sustained cuts and bruises after being hit by a car during a
routine traffic stop. He retired in 2010 as chief, having worked his way up through patrolman, detective, detective lieutenant, captain
and acting chief. He has served as a volunteer firefighter with the Depew Hook and Ladder Company #1 for 36 years; holding the company vice president position for
11 years. He resigned in 2013 as an exempt lifetime member of the company. In high school, he was smart and involved serving as president of the varsity D club,
and a member of the key club, Latin and Spanish clubs and the Jr. Honor Society. A gifted three-sport athlete in high school, he played football, swam and ran track all
four years. He was the Buffalo Evening News’ outstanding senior athlete, named to fourth team NYS sportswriter’s all-state football team, and the ECIC all-star football
team, as well as runner up for the Erie County “Billy Kelley Award” outstanding athlete. He graduated from the University at Buffalo in 1974 with a history degree and
English minor. He played football for the UB Bulls for three years. In 1981 he graduated from the Erie County Central Police Services Basic Academy and received
police supervision certification from the academy in 1992. He is currently enjoying his retirement in the Southern Tier.

John T. Spencer, Class of 1976
Category - Community Service
John’s involvement in the community is driven by his devotion to the Depew community. He doesn’t seek the limelight or a pat on the
back before he jumps in to help. For over 35 years, he has devoted numerous hours to helping children in the school district; from
leading Pack 468 cub and boy scout troops to his involvement with youth baseball, soccer and club hockey. For more than 10 years
he has volunteered to do the yard markers during home football games. During his 10 years on the Depew Board of Education, he
served two as president. He has been a member of the Erie County Association of School Boards and the New York State School Board
Association for 10 years. He has been a volunteer fireman with Aetna Hose of the Depew Fire Department for over 18 years; serving as
president and secretary. He is captain of the Depew Fire Police and is on the board of Wardens. In high school his focus was on art and
industrial arts and he was involved with football, wrestling, yearbook photography, drama club and pep club. He has worked 25 years in
the auto repair industry, 18 years as a NYS DMS investigator and five years as an automotive technician instructor. John and his wife,
Cheryl, have two children who graduated from Depew Schools; Joseph in 2004 and Michelle in 2007. “I credit my teachers, many who have become my friends, for
showing and instilling the value of an education and the inspiration to pursue a career I have enjoyed.”

Mark P. Mann, Class of 1977
Category - Community Service
With a 35-year career in law enforcement, serving the community and his fellow man comes naturally to Mark. While in high school,
he played football, wrestling and baseball. Dedicated study habits and a commitment to learning earned him a spot in the high school
Honor Society and inclusion in “Who’s Who Among American Colleges & Universities” List (1980) for his 3.75 GPA from Saint Thomas
of Villanova University in Miami through his bachelor of arts criminal justice major. He also earned a master of arts in criminal justice
from SUNY at Albany in 1990. Joining the New York State Police in Batavia in 1981, he spent 20 years as a trooper, investigator, and
senior investigator - twice earned the prestigious Superintendent’s Commendation Award. He worked as a staff investigator, supervisor
of investigations for Carnival Cruise Lines in Miami. He worked for the Maricopa County Attorneys Office, in Phoenix as a detective/sex
crimes, lieutenant/major crimes investigations bureau. Currently with the Buckeye Police Department in Buckeye, Ariz., he has led the
department as patrol lieutenant, criminal investigations division lieutenant, commander, assistant chief of police, and chief of police. In
his spare time, he enjoys global missionary work, golf, hiking, exercise, prayer, and public service. He volunteers for three global non-profit organizations; WATERisLIFE
which helps install wells in parts of Haiti, Ghana, and Kenya; 1Mission.Org which helps build houses for the homeless in Mexico; and the Phoenix Rescue Mission
which feeds the homeless. He is also on the Board of Directors for Natalie’s House, a group shelter for abused girls ages 8-16. One of 11 children who graduated from
Depew High school between 1972 and 1993, his brother, Mitch, and sister, Madonna, are also being honored today.

Stephan W. Carlini, Class of 1979
Category - Scholar
Steve has established himself over a 33-year career in mechanical engineering as a highly skilled engineer with a robust technical
foundation in design management and mechanical design and analysis. He puts those skills to work at Raytheon Corp. as Senior
Principal Mechanical Engineer and Manufacturing Manager. He is responsible for the manufacturing, requirements compliancy,
obsolescence mitigation and production of the Patriot Missile Forebody for the U.S. Government and Foreign partners. He has authored
in excess of 100 technical white papers to support material review board actions and engineering change proposals. He is a skilled
leader, guiding technical teams in the most challenging technology areas to achieve technical objectives and transition into a production
environment. He earned a bachelor of science degree from Clarkson College of Technology in 1983 and a master’s degree from
Northeastern University in 1992. In 2011 he was awarded the Mentoring Excellence award from Raytheon Corp. He continues to mentor
six engineers formally and several others informally to support their career growth. He has served as an elected town meeting member
for Precinct 5 in Belmont, Mass., for the past 10 years. He is a founding member of Cushing Square Neighborhood Association (CSNA) and works to preserve the
residential character of the neighborhood, work with developers and town of Belmont planning board to ensure the future growth of the area continues to have a
residential voice. He has volunteered at the Belmont local food pantry and has ran the BAA half marathon for the past 10 years to raise money for the Dana Farber/
Jimmy Fund cancer research foundation. He also coached girl’s youth soccer from 2010-2013.

Jamie Motz, Class of 1980
Category - Athletics
While in high school, Jamie excelled in two sports - football and track. He played both sports all four years of high school. On the football
field, in his senior year he was selected for the All-Star game in 1980. He played under the leadership of Coach Frank Constantino.
He also was named as an offensive tackle to the first teams for Section VI All Stars, All WNY and All New York State. He was the first
football player ever elected to the first team all NYS squad for Depew High School. Living now in Alden, he and his wife, Judy, are parents
to four children; James, Alexandria, Robert and Joseph. He has been involved for the last 25 years in youth athletic programs for football
and baseball in Cheektowaga and Alden. He is the owner operator of a tractor trailer small business.

Donna Hoke, Class of 1981
Category - The Arts
An award winning playwright, Donna is the ensemble playwright at Road Less Traveled Productions and her work has been seen in
38 states and on five continents. Her full-length plays include “The Couple Next Door”, “Flowers in the Desert”, “Safe”, and “Brilliant
Works of Art”. Donna is a superb storyteller and her work is insightful, serious and important. In “Safe” she tackles the sensitive, timely
cultural and social issues of prejudice and bullying, looking at not only the victims and perpetrators, but the role bystanders play in the
destructive cycles of behavior that can occur at home, school and in the community among teens and adults. Donna has authored more
than two dozen short plays that have had hundreds of productions. Her talents and accomplishments as a writer extend beyond the
theater. She is also a New York Times-published crossword puzzle constructor, author of children’s book “Neko and the Twiggets”, and
founder/co-curator of “BUA Takes 10: GLBT Short Stories.” For three consecutive years, she was named Buffalo’s Best Writer by Artvoice
- the only woman to ever receive the designation. She currently works as editor of Buffalo Spree Home as well as theater editor of Buffalo
Spree. She is the WNY regional representative for the Dramatists Guild serving as liaison between the only national professional organization for playwrights (the
Guild) and all playwrights, members or not, in Western New York. She recently brought four-time Tony winner Terrence McNally to town. In high school she was involved
in track and cross country, the ecology club, yearbook photography and It’s Academic. She earned two bachelor’s degrees from SUNY Fredonia; speech pathology and
audiology in 1985 and English in 1986.

Mitchell F. Mann, Class of 1981
Category - Decade 1980s
Mitchell played four years of football and baseball while at Depew High School. As one of 11 children in the Mann family who graduated
from Depew High School, his parents, Martin and Ellie, raised him to value education, work hard and have discipline on the sports field.
His father never missed a practice or game that his sons were involved in. Mitchell earned his bachelor’s degree from the University at
Buffalo. He relocated to Mesa, Ariz., where he is raising four children. He is currently regional senior director with Express Scripts, Inc.
His brother, Mark, and sister, Madonna, are also being honored today.

Madonna T. (Mann) Courtney, Class of 1983
Category - Scholar
As one of 11 children growing up in the Mann household, Madonna’s parents, Martin and Ethel, instilled the spirit of education, sports
and hard work in each of their children. Her brothers, Mitch and Mark, are also being honored in the 2016 Wall of Fame. In high school
Madonna was a member of the Honor Society. She earned a bachelor of science degree in business administration with a marketing
concentration from Daemen College. She went right to work after graduation as an assistant public relations director at Lockport
Memorial Hospital. In the early 1990s, while working as a marketing coordinator and raising two children, she earned her master’s
degree from Daemen College. Madonna has had a busy career in business marketing. In 1995 she joined Roberts-Gordon, a local
manufacturer of infrared heaters, as its infrared product manager. Over the next 20 years, she worked her way up through the company
as marketing manager, director of marketing and VP of corporate marketing. Today she is the VP of marketing for Specified Air Solutions.
She lives in Lancaster and is the parent of two children.

Tom Sartori, Class of 1987
Category - The Arts
The draw of music, bright lights and the stage hit Tom as a young boy. Learning guitar from his father, he later taught himself the piano
and drums. In high school, he was a trumpet player, receiving the Louis Armstrong Jazz Award (twice), he also was lead trumpet player
in Erie County Jazz Band, was recipient of the McDonalds Band award and won the Band Conductors Competition as a sophomore.
A self-proclaimed band geek, he had the male lead role in the high school musical “Mame”. He hit the road to tour with his original
band after his sophomore year at the University of Buffalo. He has been a full time singer-songwriter his entire adult life, and recently
has started managing younger acts, helping them find a career in the music industry. He currently works for Disney Cruise Lines, recently
singing on their Caribbean cruise and Alaska cruises. His entertainment company, Musicboy Entertainment, Inc., is located in Orlando,
Fla. His professional credits are impressive and numerous. He wrote a national top 50 radio hit which earned the #1 hit mark in Boston,
San Diego, and New Orleans. At Ralph Wilson Stadium, he was asked to sing the national anthem eight times and performed twice with
his band. He has been named seven times as the Buffalo Music Awards Top Solo Artist of the Year. He was the lead singer of the NBC house band in Hollywood for
the hit show “The Singing Bee,” starring Joey Fatone (appearing in 20 episodes for over 10 million viewers a week). He has performed in over eight countries including
Japan, Italy, Germany, Mexico and England. He has worked with some of the biggest names in the music business including Gavin DeGraw, Beyoncé, Barry Manilow,
Meatloaf, Chuck Berry, Jewel and Edwin McCain. Currently at work on a fifth CD, he finds time to return to the WNY community to help raise money for the
American Cancer Society, Alzheimer’s research, Champs against Bullying, and various other charitable organizations. He currently sits on the board of directors
for Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Shelly Nowicki Gordon, Class of 1989
Category - Community Service
As the president of the ABC Basset Hound Rescue, Shelly speaks for our furry friends who have no voice. She works tirelessly and
through several different non-profit agencies to rescue, rehabilitate and place homeless basset hounds in safe and loving homes.
Through her advocacy efforts, she has boosted the number of basset hounds saved by more than 50 percent by bringing in rescue
dogs from out of state. Supervising a team of 45, she also spearheaded an online store, The Slobber Shoppe, resulting in $100,000
in annual revenue for the agency. For the past three years, she has been a board member and rescue advisor for the Basset Hound
Club of America Foundation. At the SPCA of Erie County, she holds a board seat and is on the fundraising committee. Shelly leads with
compassion, often seeing animals in situations that are heart-breaking as she works to improve both the lives of the dogs and those in
the adoptive household. She trains and competes in agility contests with two of the rescued basset hounds. Currently, one of the dogs,
Diesel, is the ranked sixth for basset hound agility in the country. Shelly visits Elderwood Health Care weekly with a certified therapy dog.
When she is not spending time with her dogs, she works as the Town of Cheektowaga payroll clerk. As you can imagine she gets many questions throughout her day.
Her helpful demeanor has helped her move from her starting position as a clerk in records office to landing several key promotions. In her current position as payroll
clerk, she is responsible for managing the payroll for 225 employees, including review of all time sheets and computing pay in accordance with FLSA.

Jeffrey E. Kupka, Class of 1989
Category - Community Service
New Year’s Day 2013 marked one of the worst days for Jeffrey and the Depew Boys & Girls Club. As the unit director of the club, the fire
not only devastated the building but also took a bit of his childhood and teenage memories. Known around town as “Kups,” he grew up
at the Boys and Girls Club and it showed in his athletic abilities in high school on the baseball field, basketball court and football field.
He worked part-time at the club after his high school graduation. He earned an associate’s degree in liberal arts from Erie Community
College and a bachelor’s degree in business/sports management from Columbia Southern University. He’s now the unit director at the
club, having spent 27 years employed by the Depew Boys & Girls Club. His first thoughts after the club fire were about the kids and where
they would go. His positive attitude prevailed and he started to set plans in motion to work with insurance agents and fundraise the
several million dollars needed to rebuild the club with improvements. He spent countless hours waxing floors, painting walls, assembling
ping pong tables and exercise equipment in preparation for the opening in August 2016. He is a role model for kids and goes out of his
way to use his connections to get kids jobs or interviews for jobs after college. He has taken people into his home giving them a place to stay until they get back on
their feet. His summers are usually filled with graduation parties and weddings of past club members. He and his wife are the parents of three daughters ages five,
three and two. While he doesn’t play softball and basketball anymore, he officials at high school and college basketball games in Western New York.

In Appreciation

Selecting the recipients of the annual Wall of Fame award is a team effort and the Depew Union Free School District and the Alumni Committee are to be thanked for
their efforts. We also thank the high school students who escorted each honoree. Congratulations to all honorees!

