2013
Depew Union Free School District
Wall of Fame

Depew Wildcats Alumni Association
Award Presentation
October 17, 2013

2013 Wall of Fame
This year’s recipients of the 2013 Wall of Fame award are all individuals who
have contributed greatly to the well being of our society by sharing their
talents, leadership skills and hard work. Their achievements fall broadly into
the categories of scholarship, leadership, community service and character.
With this honor we celebrate their lives, accomplishments and the choices,
albeit sometimes the sacrifices, they have made along their career and
personal life path.
The honorees are organized by their Award Category:
Decade
Athletics
Scholar
Community Service
The Arts
Friend of the Alumni

Decade
Richard Wojciechowski
Class of 1945

A supreme dedication to area youth athletic programs, education, his country and the local
Depew-Lancaster community have been the cornerstone of Dick’s life. Born in a home which
still exists today at the corner of Penora Street and Terrace Boulevard, Dick has spent his life as a
coach, business teacher and athletic director for St. Mary’s High School, playground supervisor
for the Lancaster Recreation Department, a 1st Lt. in the U.S. Army, president of the Monsignor
Martin Athletic Association, professional baseball player, and a one-time professional football
draft pick. An accomplished athlete, Dick played varsity baseball, football and basketball at
Depew High School. During the summer of 1945 between his junior and senior year of high
school, he played professional baseball in the Ohio State league before returning soldiers took
back their spots on the rosters. He attended Niagara University on a football scholarship, was
inducted into the NU Hall of Fame and was drafted by the Green Bay Packers as a 17th round pick
in 1951. He earned a bachelor’s degree in business from NU and a master’s degree in teaching
from Canisius College. Returning home after the Army in 1953, he began a basketball coaching
position that would lead to a lifelong teaching and coaching career at St. Mary’s High School,
earning many awards including Man of the Year 1992, Hall of Fame in 1995 and an Honorary
Alumni in 2004.

Joseph DiPizio
Class of 1960

A commitment to the Depew community guides Joseph to help improve the town where he has
lived all his life. In high school he played four years of basketball and football, where he was the
starting halfback on the 1959 undefeated varsity team. He joined the workforce after high school
learning the construction trade while working for his uncle’s company. Years later, he formed his
own company, Diamond “D” Construction. He and his wife, Ann, are the parents of four
daughters. His lifetime commitment to Depew athletics is highlighted by these acts of community
service: Joe helped put in the original track in 1960, helped put the original football field behind
the school, helped with the soccer fields, provided extra dirt for the baseball and softball fields,
he helped build dugouts for the softball field, he donated the sidewalks and blacktop for the
roads and pathway to the sports complex and he worked on the new football field and track. His
many donations of time, equipment, manpower and supplies have helped provide wonderful
athletic facilities for today’s students.

Thomas J. Keane, J.D.
Class of 1983

Excelling in academics and athletics has been a lifelong trait for Thomas. In high school, Tom was
an outstanding athlete who earned varsity letters in three sports -- cross country, basketball and
track and field. Tom received an associate’s degree in criminal justice from Mohawk Valley
Community College in 1985. While there he was named to the president’s list for academic
achievement and was awarded a cross country athletic scholarship to the University of North
Florida. He received a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of North Florida
in 1987. In 1989 he joined the Buffalo Police Department as a patrol officer. By 1995 he had been
promoted to Lieutenant, one of the youngest to hold that rank, and he continued to earn
recognition for bravery and leadership until his retirement in 2011. Taking a leave of absence
from the police force in 1997, he earned his Jurist Doctrine in Law from Thomas M. Cooley
School of Law in Lansing, Michigan. He currently operates his own law firm in the Ellicott Square
Building. A highlight of his legal career is the April 2013 admission to the U.S. Supreme Court in
Washington, D.C. He and his wife, Lori, are the parents of two children, Thomas and Emily.

Athletics
James F. Rusin, Ed.D.
Class of 1966

Dr. James Rusin was the face of Williamsville Central Schools athletics for 43 years as a teacher,
coach and District Coordinator for Physical Education, Health and Athletics. In his own words,
he was “just a guy from Depew.” Yet, he oversaw a program that had 187 athletic teams, 240
coaches, 1,000 student athletes, as well as close to 50 health and physical education
teachers. As a tireless advocate for youth sports and a “hands-on” administrator who was
often at athletic events, his legacy will continue for years to come. As a student at Depew
High School, he was a National Honor Society student and played varsity basketball, baseball
and football. He went on to the University at Buffalo where he played Division 1 baseball and
earned a bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees in health and physical education and
curriculum planning. Williamsville schools hired him as a teacher in 1971 and he remained with
the district until his death last January. He was an adjunct professor at Canisius College and an
educational consultant for the FBI. He received many awards including Amherst Distinguished
Citizen, WNY Administrator of the Year, NYS Distinguished Physical Educator, WNY Educational
Service Council Award for Excellence and induction into the Amherst Avenue of Athletes. He
was at the forefront of creating the WNY Boys and Girls Ice Hockey Federations for local schools
and creating basketball and lacrosse programs for the Town of Amherst. A beloved educator, his
energy, enthusiasm, creativity and dedication will serve as a model for future educators.

Michael W. DiRienzo
Class of 1981

Thirty-two years ago, Michael set track and field time records at Depew High School that remain
unbroken today. An all-around athlete, Michael also had a successful football career and was a
member of the first Depew team to make the playoffs. His team went undefeated during regular
season play, and lost during playoffs at Rich Stadium to Springville. But it was as a sprinter that
Michael made his mark at Depew. The following records remain his legacy: the 100-yard dash
(run on a cinder track) at 11.1 seconds, the 400-yard relay and the 800-yard relay. For 30 years,
his 200-yard dash time couldn’t be beat. It was only recently, three years ago, that his record was
broken. During his junior year, Michael was one of the top 5 sprinters in Western New York for
the 100-yard dash. Today he avidly follows Wildcat sports teams and continues to be an
ambassador for Depew athletics. He earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University at Buffalo and a MBA in strategic management from Medaille College. He works for Rich
Products Corp. He is a member of Rich’s Enactus team which works with local college students
and is a volunteer/mentor for the Medaille College Students in Free Enterprise program. He and
his wife, Dawn, have two children, Anthony and Andrew.

Carlo DiRienzo
Class of 1984

A strong athlete who earned numerous awards in high school, Carlo played five years of football,
three years of track and two years of basketball. His accomplishments on the football field are
still remembered, especially his game-saving tackle at the goal line to help preserve a win over
rival Springville. He was an instrumental player on the 1983 Wildcat team that won their
division and earned a playoff spot at Rich Stadium. He rarely came off the field, playing running
back on offense and defensive back on defense and special teams. He was recognized as a Super
7 athlete by Channel 7 news, name to the Division All-Star team and nominated for the Connelly
Cup. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 1989 from University at Buffalo School of Architecture
and Planning and played college football for a year. Today he works as a project manager for the
U.S. Customs and Border Protection Facilities Management and Engineering. He volunteers as
communications director and assistant football coach for the Lancaster Junior Redskins, Depew/
Lancaster Boys and Girls Club, American Red Cross, Lancaster Library, Hospice Buffalo and Buffalo
City Mission. He and his wife, Kimille (a 1989 DHS graduate), are the parents of two children,
Marissa and Carlo.

Athletics
Ellie Chan (Hanover)
Class of 1993

Ellie was a three-sport athlete while at Depew playing volleyball, basketball and softball. She
was named to the All-WNY 1st teams for basketball and softball. She still holds numerous high
school records. She earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology from Canisius College and a master’s
in education from D’Youville. She also holds an associate’s degree in criminal justice from Erie
Community College. She began her collegiate playing career at ECC where she earned honors as
an All-American shortstop. She played at Canisius and was named to the All-MAAC and MAAC
tournament teams. She played for the Empire State softball team. In 2000 her summer club team
won the Class C National Championship and she was named the tournament MVP. Her
coaching career has included positions at Erie Community College, D’Youville College, Florida
Tech, Belmont Abbey College in North Carolina and Niagara University.

Scholar
Emil T. Wozniak
Class of 1972

‘Once a Wildcat, Always a Wildcat’ truly resonates with Emil. As a student at Depew High School,
he served as an officer in the National Honor Society, earned a full Regents diploma, was basketball manager for the varsity team and played first man on the golf team. He knows the value of
studying hard; he graduated magna cum laude from the University at Buffalo with a bachelor’s
degree in psychology and earned a full academic scholarship from UB for his master’s degree in
secondary education. He also earned a master’s degree in school administration from Canisius
College. After college, he came back to Depew as a social studies and science teacher from 1978
through 1990, teaching basic, general, Regents, honors and alternative students in grades seven
through twelve. He started down the administrative education path with local principal
positions in Akron, Warsaw and Alden. He moved west to Nevada in 1993 and served as principal
at various middle and high schools in Clark County, Las Vegas. For several years he was an adjunct
professor at Nova University. He has been the recipient of various awards here in Depew, as well
as numerous awards in Nevada where he is currently the principal at Desert Oasis High School in
Las Vegas. Extremely active in Clark County, Nevada schools, he was an instrumental member on
many educational committees and projects.

Rita V. Capaccio, D.C.
Class of 1989

Having the courage to change her career focus and earn a chiropractic degree has satisfied Dr.
Capaccio both personally and professionally. Involved in the music program at Depew High
School, she went on to earn a psychology/social work degree from the University at Buffalo. She
worked for a few years in group homes where she was able to gain many of the residents’ trust
and friendship. As much as she loved working with those less fortunate, she wanted to change
vocations. She went back to school and earned a doctorate in chiropractic and masters in sports
injury management and rehabilitation from Life University. While at the university, she was
chosen to be part of an outreach program that provided exams and chiropractic adjustments to
women and children living in a domestic violence shelter. Today she operates her practice in Erie,
PA so she can be closer to her parents who still reside in Depew. She volunteers at a local animal
rescue group and fundraises for St. Jude’s Cancer Hospital for Children and for the local volunteer
firemen in her town. She is also very active in the business community.

Community Service
Hon. Gordon N. Willis
Class of 1954

Judge Willis, known around town as Judge Gordy, has built a career in public service. At Depew
High School he was a member of the school band. A lifelong resident of Depew, he earned an
associate’s degree from Erie Community College and then went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in
criminal justice from Buffalo State College. He is a veteran of the U.S. Army and worked for eight
years as a detective with the New York Central Railroad police. For many years, he volunteered
as a driver for the Lancaster Volunteer Ambulance Corp. He also volunteered with the Lancaster
Little League. He was hired as a police officer with the Depew Police Department in 1967 and
retired in 1992. As Village Justice for the past 16 years, he has been elected five times since he
first ran for office in 1997. He is a member of the NYS Magistrates’ Association and serves as the
secretary for the Erie County chapter. He is a board member at Vine Wesleyan Church. He and his
wife, Diane, have three children; Randy, Jeff and Lauri and eight grandchildren.

Donald E. Kwak
Class of 1959

Sharing his time and talent over the last 50 years with the Depew-Lancaster community,
Donald has played a major role in developing area recreation programs and facilities and helping
those less fortunate. As a student at Depew High School, he played varsity baseball, basketball
and football. He also played ice hockey on teams in Buffalo and Southern Ontario. He received
his bachelor’s degree in education from SUNY Brockport. While there he co-founded, played
and coached the Brockport ice hockey team and also played JV baseball. He taught elementary
school for 34 years for the Lancaster Central School District. He is currently an off-ice official for
the National Hockey League and was recognized by the league in 2011 for 25 years of service.
His dedication to the community has spanned many years. As the first recreation director for
the village of Depew, he helped guide programs and facility construction for more than 20 years.
Through his involvement over 20-year spans with both the Meals on Wheels program and the
St. Vincent de Paul, he helped provide necessities for those who needed a helping hand. He has
given his time as a youth sports coach, developed and taught baseball umpire clinics for little
league programs, coordinated youth basketball programs. He also served on the Lancaster Town
Board. He was recently inducted to Brockport’s Golden Eagle Athletic Hall of Fame.

William M. Maryniewski
Class of 1969

Bill is being recognized for all that he has given to his community and his family. In high school,
he was a first team all-star quarterback during his senior year. He was also a first team all-star
third baseman and part of the sectional championship baseball team two years in a row. He
earned a business marketing degree from Indiana State University and joined Marathon Oil as
a sales rep traveling throughout the Midwest, Louisville, Cincinnati and Indianapolis selling oil
products and services. When he was called back home to Depew after his father died, he took
ownership of his dad’s Penora Street tavern and he and other family members raised his four
younger brothers. He served on the Depew School Board, which piqued his interest in public
service. He had two periods of service as a Depew village trustee. He served on the board of
directors for the Depew-Lancaster Boys and Girls Club and often continues to help out with
various club fundraisers. He is active with his church and has ushered for 40 years. He is a
member of the Holy Name Society and St. Vincent de Paul organization. He is very proud of the
fact that he is a 25-gallon blood donor.

Community Service
Sarah Lazazzero-Piecuch
Class of 1997

A dedication to the environment and wildlife has been the backbone of Sarah’s academic and
professional career. While in high school, she was active in volleyball, basketball, indoor track,
softball, student government and the concert and symphonic bands. She graduated magna cum
laude with a bachelor’s degree in environmental and forest biology from SUNY Environmental
Science and Forestry. Her master’s thesis at SUNY Brockport focused on an analysis of grassland
birds in Jefferson County, NY. She works as a Wildlife Biologist for the NYS Dept. of Transportation
where she protects threatened and endangered species and water resources. She was
recognized by the DOT in 2008 and 2013 with the Employee Excellence Award. She volunteers
with the following organizations: NYS Breeding Bird Atlas, NYS Dept. of Environmental
Conservation, Braddock Bay Bird Observatory banding station, Marsh Monitoring for birds and
amphibians, NYS Dragonfly and Damselfly survey, NYS Short-Eared Owl survey and is member/
secretary for the Town of Irondequoit Conservation Board. She had her husband, Martin, have
two children, Alina and Archer. She is also a cancer survivor, in remission for five years.

Angela Lehman Marone, D.D.S.
Class of 1987

Angela has served her community in Ohio by teaching healthy dental habits to school children
and adults. As a committee member on the Dental Task Force she provided dental education to
residents in a poverty-stricken area of southern Ohio and participated in dental sealant programs
and health fairs at area schools in Jackson, Ohio. She received a bachelor’s degree in biology
from LeMoyne College and a doctor of dental surgery degree from the University at Buffalo
School of Dental Medicine. Since her general practice residency in 1994 at St. Joseph’s Health
Care Hospital in Syracuse, she has provided general dentistry services for the U.S. Army in Ft.
Drum, N.Y., worked as an associated dentist in Illinois, completed a general practice residency at
the VA Medical Center in Minneapolis, M.N. and is currently as associate dentist in Golden
Valley, Minnesota. Outside of volunteering in her profession, she also plays handbells in her
church choir. A talented baker, she bakes for funeral breakfasts, scouting award dinners, youth
hockey events, and for new families who have moved into her neighborhood. She and her
husband, Jeffrey, who is also a 2013 Wall of Fame recipient, have two sons and live in Minnesota.

Jeffrey J. Marone
Class of 1987

Honoring military veterans and acknowledging the sacrifices they made for their country
motivated Jeff to initiate the Veterans Mentoring program through his employer, General Mills
Inc. He is a 1991 graduate of West Point Military Academy and was a captain in the U.S. Army
who was deployed on two peacekeeping missions in Haiti and Somalia. He received a MBA from
the University of Chicago School of Business and has worked as a finance analyst and manager
since 1999. He is the Sr. Operations Manager for Global Business Solutions for General Mills in
Minneapolis, MN. He received the Champion’s Award from General Mills for launching the
Veterans Mentoring program and recruiting 80 volunteer leaders who mentor veterans in the
Twin Cities and across the nation in distance-mentoring relationships on resume writing,
nterviewing and social media navigation. Jeff is mentoring five veterans in his area. Serving seems
to be one of Jeff’s joys in life. He and his wife, Angela, who is also a 2013 Wall of Fame recipient,
have two sons and the family is involved in scouting, music, sports and church.

The Arts
Robert Edward Wilczak
Class of 1973

An avid history buff, Robert spent over a decade meticulously researching letters and timelines
from the Revolutionary War as background for his book, Eye of the Eagle, which was published in
2007. The book earned a Best Writer award in 2009 from Artvoice, a Buffalo-based arts
newspaper. He is currently at work on his second book. Also an avid musician, he is the lead
guitarist and songwriter with A&M Records for the band “Actor.” Well-known in local music
circles, he has won numerous awards as top guitarist for the Buffalo Music Award from 1981
– 2006. Favorite memories from his high school years were four years of Latin with Mr. O’Neil,
history with Mr. Baran and Mr. Gifford, English with Mrs. Gibbs and the discipline he learned
with Mr. Muchow and Mr. Yacobucci in shop classes. He earned as associate’s degree in criminal
justice from Hilbert College and worked in the financial field for 20 years before starting his own
firm. He is a Sr. League Director for the Town of Clarence Baseball Association, past assistant
coach of the Clarence JV hockey team, and a past committee member of the March of Dimes
fundraising event. He and his wife, Lea Ann, are parents of a son, Bobby.

In Appreciation
Selecting the recipients of the annual Wall
of Fame award is a team effort and the
Depew Wildcats Alumni Association is to
be thanked for their efforts. We also thank
the high school students who escorted each
honoree.

Congratulations to all honorees!

