
Eisenhower Middle School 

Characteristics of Gifted Children 
While it is rare for a gifted child to exhibit all 
these traits, it is common for a gifted child to 
manifest many of the following: 

 Exceptional memory 

 Extensive vocabulary 

 Ability to learn new material rapidly 

 Intense imagination 

 Long attention span and ability to focus 

 Enjoys numbers, puzzles or mazes 

 Learned to read at an early age/loves books 
 Preference for older playmates and 

 company of adults 
 Mature sense of humor 
 Compassion for others 
 Insatiable curiosity and persistence 
 Perfectionism 
 High expectations for self and others 
 Ability to think abstractly 
 Learns a new language quickly and easily 
 High levels of energy 
 Concern with global issues 
 Interest in experimenting and risk taking 
 Mature for age 
 

Challenges may include: 
 Impatient with others; dislikes routine 

 Bored with routine tasks 

 Strong-willed 

 Overly sensitive 

 Difficulty with peers 

 Sensitive to criticism; over-reacts 

 Nonconforming; stubborn 

 Not concerned with details; 
 messy work 

 Disagrees vocally 

 Domineering 

 Humor may be misunderstood 

Welcome! 
I am excited we have so many children accepted to the 

Eisenhower Middle School Gifted and Talented Program this year! 
We have an outstanding, caring faculty with supportive 
administrators who provide a comprehensive gifted and talented 
program which fosters and nurtures critical thinking skills, 
leadership and creativity. 

As the gifted and talented facilitator for EMS, I meet with each 
identified child to monitor his/her progress, maintain records and 
coordinate enrichment opportunities. I also collaborate with your 
child’s teachers, counselor and principal to ensure your child’s 
success. 

Below, you will find a short list of internet resources that may be 
of interest to you or your family. I welcome your collaboration as 
we work together to make our students successful in their future 
endeavors. If you would like more information about qualification 
requirements or other components of our program, feel free to 
contact me using the information below. 

 
Yours truly, 

Eleonore Dennis 
Eleonore Dennis, EMS Gifted and Talented Facilitator 
edennis@lawtonps.org 
(580) 353-1040 
 

Enrichment Activities 
 

EMS offers the following extracurricular enrichment activities for grades 6-8: 
Advanced Band, Honor Choir, Honor Orchestra, Academic Team, Creative 

Competitions, Student Council, National Junior Honor Society, Art, Speech/
Drama, Chess Club, Yearbook. 

Other accelerated course options include: Explorations Elective (6), Honors 
English (7/8), Honors Science (7/8), Honors Reading (7/8), Honors Pre-Algebra (7), 
Honors Algebra I (8). 

Additional enrichment opportunities are available throughout the year. Please 
contact your child’s grade-level counselor for additional details. 
 

Parent Resources 
 

National Association for Gifted Children www.nagc.org 
National Research Center for the Gifted and Talented www.gifted.uconn.edu 
SENG: Supporting the Emotional Needs of Gifted Children www.sengifted.org 
Hoagies Gifted Page www.hoagiesgifted.org 
Duke University 7th Grade Talent Search tip.duke.edu 
Oklahoma Association of the Gifted, Creative and Talented oagct.org 
OSDE Gifted and Talented Education ok.gov/sde/gifted-and-talented-education 
OU Pre-Collegiate  www.ou.edu/content/outreach/youth.htmlhorizons.html 

EMS Administration 
Principal ............................ Beverly Mattingly 
8th Asst. Principal ..................Steve Doughty 
7th Asst. Principal ........................ Gary Dees 
6th Asst. Principal ....................... Vicki Apple 
8th Counselor ......................... Teresa Russell 
7th Counselor ............................... Keli Collins 
6th Counselor ............................ Brenda Riley 
Academic Team Coaches ......... Carol Rhodes 
 ..................................................... Jo Bledsoe 
Math Counts ............................. Donna Cook 
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