
MENA SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
July 18, 2006 

 
MINUTES 

 
The Mena School Board met in regular session on Tuesday night, July 18, 2006 with the 
following members present:  Robert Crawford, Harold Smith, Leon Myers, Randy Horton 
and Will Robbins,  

 
President Robert Crawford called the meeting to order and asked Randy Horton to open 
the meeting with prayer. 
 
Minutes of the June Board meeting were reviewed.  Harold Smith made a motion to 
approve the June minutes as read.  Leon Myers seconded the motion and the motion 
carried. 
 
Mr. Ponder reported to the board the progress of the new bus garage.  RCI Construction 
has begun working on the project.  Also in the report was a reminder to the board 
members of the meeting on August 7th to interview architects for proposed new school 
construction.  The district is in the planning stages of building a new school facility.  
Board members were informed of a new school support group.  The Bearcat Foundation, 
Inc. is a privately funded organization whose purpose is to support Mena Schools.  The 
foundation will begin fundraising efforts by hosting a golf tournament August 19-20. 
 
Ms. Paulette Crawford gave the Board an MEA update. 
 
Student handbooks policies were presented to the Board.  Leon Myers made a motion to 
accept the handbook policies, without the lunch room prices, as presented by the 
principals.  Harold Smith seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
After a short discussion, Will Robbins made a motion to raise the student lunch price 
from $1.25 to $1.50 and the adult lunch price from $1.75 to $2.00.  Leon Myers seconded 
the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Financial reports were reviewed.  No action was necessary. 
 
After reviewing the June bill list, Leon Myers made a motion that bills be paid.  Harold 
Smith seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
The Board then went into executive session to discuss personnel. 
 
Upon returning to regular session, Mr. Ponder recommended the Board accept the 
resignations of, Linda Willard 7th Grade English Teacher, Heather Clark Jr. High Girls 
Track only, Julia Gordon Teachers Aide at Middle School, Bobby Tedder Softball 
Assistant Coach only if a replacement is found, hire Judy Fields Burnett 6th Grade 
English and 7/8th Grade Reading, transfer Liz Strother from Louise Durham Principal’s 



Secretary to Middle School Principal’s Secretary, Donna Richardson from Office 
Secretary at Louise Durham to Principal’s Secretary at Louise Durham, Linda Shelley 
from Teachers Aide at Louise Durham to Office Secretary at Louise Durham and add 
Cross Country and Jr. Girls Track to Josh Ward’s contract.  Harold Smith made a motion 
to accept Mr. Ponders recommendations.  Leon Myers seconded the motion and the 
motion carried. 
 
With no further business, meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________ 
Robert Crawford, President 
 
 
_________________________ 
Harold Smith, Secretary 


