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FINALISTS FOR THE POSITION 
OF DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 
ANNOUNCED 

The Board of Trustees for the 
Frenchtown School District is 
pleased to announce the following 
finalists for the position of District 
Superintendent. Interviews will be 
held on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
January 28 & 29, 2020. Candidates 
will meet with teachers, staff, and 
public before their interviews. The 
interview schedule will be posted 
later in the week.  Randy Cline, the 
current superintendent, is retiring in 
June.  The finalists are: 

Dr. Corey Austin has been the Su-
perintendent in the Target Range 
Elementary School District since 
2012.  He previously served as the 
Superintendent of the Southeast 
Fountain School Corporation in Veed-
ersburg, Indiana.  Corey has a Bache-
lor’s Degree in P.E./English from 
Oakland City University, a Master’s 
Degree in Secondary Education from 
Oakland City University, and a Doc-
torate in Educational Leadership 
from Indiana State University. 

Les Meyer currently serves as the 
Superintendent of the Fairfield 
School District in Fairfield, Montana 
and has been in that position for 
eight years.  Prior to assuming the 
role of Superintendent, Les served 
as Principal for the Fairfield School 
District for ten years.  He has a 
Bachelor’s Degree in English/Health 
Enhancement from Rocky Mountain 
College and a Master’s Degree in 
Sports Management from St. Cloud 
State University.   

Dr. Heather Davis Schmidt has 

been the Superintendent of the 
Whitefish School District in White-
fish, Montana, since 2015.  She pre-
viously served as the Executive Re-
gional Director of the Missoula Coun-
ty Public Schools in Missoula, Mon-
tana.  Heather has a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Political Science from Colora-
do College, a Master’s Degree in Edu-
cational Leadership from the Univer-
sity of Montana and a Doctorate in 
Curriculum and Instruction from the 
University of Montana.   

John “Scott” Stiegler has served 
as the Superintendent/Principal of 
the Lone Rock Elementary School 
District since 2017.  Prior to joining 
Lone Rock, he was a classroom teach-
er and athletic director for the Flor-
ence Carlton School District in Flor-
ence, Montana.  Scott has a Bache-
lor’s Degree in Education from the 
University of Montana and Master’s 
Degree in Educational Leadership 
from Rocky Mountain College.   

FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT STRATEGIC PLANNING 
(2020- 2025) 

Frenchtown School District (FTSD) 
is completing its five year (2015-
2020) district strategic plan.  As a 
result, FTSD will begin the planning 
process for a new five year strategic 
plan for 2020-2025.  This process 
will be done with a series of planning 
and listening sessions to take place 
over the next few months.  All of the 
School Board Trustees and district 
administrators will be on the planning 
committee.  The district will be look-
ing for volunteers to participate in 
the planning process from teachers, 
staff, parents, students, and commu-
nity members. If you are interested 

in participating, please contact a 
board member or an administrator.  
Also, some of you might be called by 
a board member or an administrator 
and asked to participate.  If asked 
please consider being involved; to 
come up with a great strategic plan 
for the next five years, stakeholders 
ideas, input, and feedback will be 
extremely important for the future 
of FTSD. 

2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR CAL-
ENDAR 

The Board approved the 2020-2021 
School Calendar at the December 17, 
2019 School Board meeting.  A copy 
of the 2020-2021 school year calen-
dar is included in this newsletter.   

The 2020-2021 School Calendar 
starts school on Wednesday, August 
26, 2020 and the last day of school 
would be on Thursday, June 3, 2021. 
The Winter Break begins on 
Wednesday, December 23, 2020 and 
returning to school on Monday, Janu-
ary 4, 2021.  Thanksgiving and Spring 
Breaks are both 5 days (including the 
weekend). The 2021 FHS graduation 
is set for Sunday, May 30, 2021 at 
1:00 pm. 

GRADUATION RATES 

In 2019, Frenchtown had a gradua-
tion rate of 99.10%.  In 2018, 
Frenchtown had a graduation rate of 
99.13%. Our graduation rate is much 
higher than both the state and Mis-
soula County average of graduation 
rates.  FHS’s five year graduation 
rate average is still the highest in 
Class A and one of the highest in the 
state (also see the article “The OPI 
Announces Record High Graduation 
Rates for Montana in 2018” below). 

From the Desk 

of  

Superintendent 

Randy Cline 
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Congratulations to all Frenchtown K-12 staff mem-
bers!  As I have often said, a student’s graduation 
is a 13 year process where everybody in the sys-
tem is involved in the student’s success. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SERVING ON THE 
FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL BOARD? 

We will have two trustee seats up for election in 
May.  Both of the seats are for 3 year terms.  If 
you are interested in serving on the Frenchtown 
School Board, please stop by the district office to 
pick up an election form.  The forms must be re-
turned to the District Clerk’s office by Thursday, 
March 26, 2020 no later than 5:00 PM to be 
placed on the ballot.  If you have any questions 
about the process, please contact the district 
clerk, Shauna Anderson.   There will be additional 
information in the February newsletter.  

INFORMATION ON WINTER SCHOOL  

CLOSURE POLICY 
Please check the FTSD website www.ftsd.org  on 
the mornings when you are concerned if school will 
be held or not because of inclement weather.  
School cancellations and late starts will be posted 
on this home page.  The District also has the IC 
message system that will send out a phone call, a 
text message, or email alerts for school closures 
or delays. The district will also make an effort to 
update parents and students on the website about 
the status of school in Frenchtown when there 
have been cancellations of other area schools but 
not for FTSD #40. 

NORMAL  

CLOSURE  

Also, listen for messages on the radio or televi-
sion, as that will be the first place that we contact 
on any school closures. If you don't hear French-
town mentioned in a listing of school closures, 
then know that we are holding school. 

However, if you are in a location that does not 
allow for safe passage to school or to the bus 
stop, then as a parent, you are the best person to 
determine if your child/children should attend 
school on a day when the weather is bad.  If a stu-
dent is absent because you could not get them to 
the bus stop or school, please notify the school 
and your child will be marked as an excused ab-
sence for that day.   

THE NEW SEMESTER HAS JUST BEGUN 

January 27th marked the beginning of our second 
semester of school for the 2019-20 school year. 
We have had a great beginning to the school year 
and plans for the second semester give every indi-
cation that the second half will be just as success-
ful.  It is not too soon for us to begin planning for 
the 2020-2021 school year and a copy of the 2020
-2021 school year calendar is included in this 
newsletter.  Teachers and administrators at the 
high school are already looking at what courses to 
offer for next year, while at the elementary and 
junior high the administration is looking at num-
bers of classes per grade level based on current 
and projected enrollment. 

STANDARDS FOR EDUCATING AND LICENS-
ING MONTANA TEACHERS 

For over 50 years, the state of Montana has es-
tablished standards for educating and licensing 
Montana teachers.  These standards have always 
been developed with significant input from K-12 

through postsecondary educators, the public, and 

administrators to ensure that state requirements 
are not only rigorous, but also are sensitive to the 
rural nature of many Montana schools. As a result 
of these carefully developed standards, parents 
can be assured that Montana teachers are well 
prepared to provide instruction in each of the cur-
riculum areas in which they are licensed and en-
dorsed to teach.  Montana preparation and licen-
sure standards for teachers ensure that our stu-
dents receive instruction from teachers who are 
well prepared, highly skilled, and fully qualified to 
teach.  

PUBLIC MEETINGS DURING THE SCHOOL 
YEAR WITH THE SUPERINTENDENT 

There will be public meetings with the superinten-
dent once a month during the school year. Inter-
ested parents, students, and community members 
are invited to participate.  There will be a specific 

school topic at each meeting to discuss, along with 
any general school topics of interest to the partic-
ipants.  Each meeting will be held at 6:30 PM on 
the fourth Monday of the month and will be used 
to explain, discuss, and answer questions about 
school issues.  The next scheduled public meeting 
of the 2019-2020 school year will be on Monday, 
February 24, 2020 in the Frenchtown Junior High 
shared project area. The topic will be “strategic 
Planning.” 

ANNUAL LETTER FROM THE SUPERINTEN-
DENT CONCERNING THE ASBESTOS HAZARD 
EMERGENCY ACT OF 1986 (REFERRED TO AS 
AHERA) 

Dear Patrons, 

Asbestos is an issue we have been dealing with for 
many years.  The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Act 
of 1986 (referred to as AHERA), was enacted to 
determine the extent of and develop solutions for 
any problems schools may have with asbestos. 

To give you some background, asbestos has been 
used as a building material for many years.  It is a 
naturally occurring mineral that is mined primarily 
in Canada, South Africa, and the U.S.S.R. Asbestos 
properties made it an ideal building material for 
insulating, sound adsorption, decorative plasters, 
fire proofing, and a variety of miscellaneous uses.  
There have been over 3,000 different products 
made using asbestos materials.  EPA be-
gan action to limit uses of asbestos prod-
ucts in l973 and most uses of asbestos 
products as building materials were 
banned in 1978. 

 

The District Asbestos Management Plan 
for our facilities includes but is not lim-
ited to the following items:  This notifi-
cation letter, education and training of 
our employees, a set of plans and proce-
dures designed to minimize the disturb-
ance of the asbestos containing materi-
als, and plans for regular surveillance of 
the asbestos-containing materials. 

http://www.ftsd.org/
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ANNUAL LETTER FROM THE SUPERINTEN-
DENT CONCERNING THE ASBESTOS HAZARD 
EMERGENCY ACT OF 1986 (REFERRED TO AS 
AHERA) 

Dear Patrons, 

Asbestos is an issue we have been dealing with 
for many years.  The Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Act of 1986 (referred to as AHERA), was enacted 
to determine the extent of and develop solutions 
for any problems schools may have with asbestos. 

To give you some background, asbestos has been 
used as a building material for many years.  It is a 
naturally occurring mineral that is mined primarily 
in Canada, South Africa, and the U.S.S.R. Asbes-
tos properties made it an ideal building material 
for insulating, sound adsorption, decorative plas-
ters, fire proofing, and a variety of miscellaneous 
uses.  There have been over 3,000 different 
products made using asbestos materials.  EPA 
began action to limit uses of asbestos products in 
l973 and most uses of asbestos products as build-
ing materials were banned in 1978. 

The District Asbestos Management Plan for our 
facilities includes but is not limited to the follow-
ing items:  This notification letter, education and 
training of our employees, a set of plans and pro-
cedures designed to minimize the disturbance of 
the asbestos containing materials, and plans for 
regular surveillance of the asbestos-containing 
materials. 

A copy of the asbestos management plan is availa-
ble for your inspection at the High School during 
regular office hours by appointment.  Sean 
Mecham is our Asbestos Program Manager and all 
inquiries regarding the plan should be directed to 
him. 

The plan has been implemented; the District has 
undertaken a number of asbestos removal pro-
jects during the last 33 years.  We are intent on 
complying with federal, state, and local regula-
tions in this area.  We will continue to take what-
ever steps are necessary to insure your children 
and our employees have a healthy and safe envi-
ronment in which to learn and work. 

Sincerely, 

Randy Cline 

Superintendent 

MONTANA'S DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC 
INSTRUCTION - JULE WALKER 
January 14, 2020 

Happy New Year and welcome back to the new 
semester! The OPI is kicking off the new year 
with a variety of conferences and legislative 
meetings designed to engage lawmakers and part-
ners in some of the most important topics to edu-
cation in Montana. Below is an overview. 

Legislative Week: 

Montana Legislators are gathering in Helena to 
discuss the idea of moving to annual sessions, at-

tend interim committee meetings, and receive 
training. The OPI's Health & Safety, Career & 
Technical Education, and Assessment Divisions 
are presenting information to legislators through-
out the week on topics related to school safety, 
mental health, workforce development, individual-
ized learning, and testing. The OPI is also meeting 
with several interim committees on topics related 
to education which will be important in the 2021 
legislative session.  

Data and Assessment Conference: 

The OPI's annual Data & Assessment conference 
is bringing together around 250 educators from 
around the state for professional development 
and peer-to-peer engagement as Montana's 
schools prepare for the upcoming assessment win-
dow. The security and integrity of student as-
sessment data are critical to utilizing the data 
for effective instruction and for protecting stu-
dent privacy. 

Business Days: 

The Montana Chamber of Commerce hosted their 
annual Business Days in Helena which brought to-
gether Montana industry leaders, legislators, and 
state agencies. A major topic was workforce de-
velopment and the needs of Montana's economy 
moving into the future. The OPI led discussions 
regarding career & technical education, innovating 
learning, and eduction-industry partnerships as 
part of its Montana Ready initiative. The OPI's 
Digital Communications team produced a video to 
promote these partnerships.    

SUPERINTENDENT ARNTZEN ANNOUNCES 
SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR OF RECORD 
HIGH GRADUATION RATES FOR MONTANA 

January 9, 2020 

HELENA—Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Elsie Arntzen announced Thursday that Montana 
once again saw record-high graduation rates for 
high school students in 2019, surpassing the pre-
vious year’s record high. The statewide four-year 
cohort graduation rate for the 2018-2019 school 
year was 86.6 percent, the highest percent since 
2011 when the state began using a four-year co-
hort definition to calculate graduation rates. The 
previous year’s graduation rate was 86.4 percent. 

“I am proud that our state’s trend data is showing 
that more and more students are invested in their 
high school education,” State Superintendent 
Elsie Arntzen said Thursday. “The OPI will con-
tinue supporting families and schools in creating 
learning environments that are relevant to the 
future success of each individual student. That is 
how we will keep students engaged and close 
achievement gaps.” 

American Indian students saw a slight decline in 
graduation rates after two previous years of 
growth and stability. The 2019 graduation rate 
for American Indian students was 66.7 percent 

compared to 67.5 percent in 2018 and 2017, and 
63.0 percent in 2016. However, completion rates 
for American Indian students (taking more than 4 
years to graduate but still receiving a diploma) 
are at a historic high of 70.2 percent. 

Montana’s Comprehensive Support and Improve-
ment high schools have shown steady increases in 
graduation rates with an aggregate graduation 
rate of 63.6 percent in 2019 compared to 61.8 
percent in 2018 and 58.3 percent in 2017.  

The OPI is in its second year of providing Com-
prehensive and Targeted Support and Improve-
ment with Montana schools under the federal 
Every Student Succeeds Act. These efforts in-
clude building comprehensive school improvement 
plans based on local needs assessments created 
by local school teams. It also includes professional 
development opportunities for schools that have 
specific student groups that are underperform-
ing. Hispanic students are a growing population in 
Montana and make up about 5 percent of the stu-
dent population compared to about 11 percent 
American Indians and 78 percent white students. 
The Hispanic student graduation rate increased 
from 79.4 percent in 2018 to 83.1% in 2019. 

Additionally, the OPI has taken a diverse ap-
proach to post-secondary success. The OPI has 
worked with higher education and private sector 
partners to ensure that students graduate with 
skills that will allow them to succeed in college or 
the workforce immediately after completing high 
school under the Montana Ready initiative. 

Full details on Montana’s 2019 graduation data can 
be found at the OPI’s data website, including 
completion rates, dropout rates, and individual 
school data: 
https://gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentCharacteristics/. 

https://leg.mt.gov/legweek/
https://tofu.msu.montana.edu/cs/opi_assessment_2020
https://www.montanachamber.com/event-registration/2020-business-days-at-the-capitol/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpF9k3BnJj29LwYIzYmtNMQ?view_as=subscriber
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Academic-Success/Every-Student-Succeeds-Act-ESSA/Comprehensive-Support
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Academic-Success/Every-Student-Succeeds-Act-ESSA/Comprehensive-Support
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Academic-Success/Every-Student-Succeeds-Act-ESSA/Targeted-Support
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Academic-Success/Every-Student-Succeeds-Act-ESSA/Targeted-Support
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Superintendent-Docs-Images/OPI%20Initiatives.pdf?ver=2018-08-13-112844-533
https://gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentCharacteristics/
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  From the Desk of  

  Jake Haynes 

     High School Principal 

from 79.4 percent in 2018 to 83.1% in 2019. 

Additionally, the OPI has taken a diverse approach 
to post-secondary success. The OPI has worked 
with higher education and private sector partners 
to ensure that students graduate with skills that 
will allow them to succeed in college or the work-
force immediately after completing high school 
under the Montana Ready initiative. 

Full details on Montana’s 2019 graduation data can 
be found at the OPI’s data website, including com-
pletion rates, dropout rates, and individual school 
data: https://gems.opi.mt.gov/
StudentCharacteristics/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Early out February 14th 

 No School February 17th  

 Parent Teacher Conferences February 26th and 27th 

 

End of 1st semester 
Teachers are actively wrapping up the 1st semester. As a 
reminder the semester grade is the only grade that goes on 
the official transcript. Semester grades are determined by 
averaging the quarter grades. Semester report cards will be 
mailed home the week of January 27th. 
 
Elks Club Student of Month  
Congratulations to Maggie Kaiser and Aubrie Zohner they 

have been selected as the Janaury “Elk Students of the 

Month,” and will be among those included in those consid-

ered for “Elk Student of the Year” recognition at the end 

ofthis school year. The students are selected by their teach-

ers and counselors based on academic excellence, commu-

nity service, school involvement and leadership. 

Student of the Month Parking 

High School class advisors pick a student of the month 

from each grade level. Students have the opportunity to 

park in the premiere student of the month parking spots. 

Students are chosen on a body of work including academ-

ics, behavior, attitude, leadership, improvement, effort, 

citizenship and their overall contribution to the betterment 

of Frenchtown High School. The students selected for the 

month of January are: 

Freshman-Noah Rausch 

Sophomore- Kiana Sivak  

Junior-Tel Arthur 

Senior-Jack Ramer 

Superintendent Arntzen Announces Second Con-

secutive Year of Record High Graduation Rates 

for Montana 

January 9, 2020 
HELENA—Superintendent of Public Instruction Elsie 

Arntzen announced Thursday that Montana once again saw 

record-high graduation rates for high school students in 

2019, surpassing the previous year’s record high. The 

statewide four-year cohort graduation rate for the 2018-

2019 school year was 86.6 

percent, the highest percent since 2011 when the state be-

gan using a four-year cohort definition to calculate gradua-

tion rates. The previous year’s graduation rate was 86.4 

percent. 

“I am proud that our state’s trend data is showing that more 

and more students are invested in their high school educa-

tion,” State Superintendent Elsie Arntzen said Thurs-

day. “The OPI will continue supporting families and 

schools in creating learning environments that are relevant 

to the future success of each individual student. That is 

how we will keep students engaged and close achievement 

gaps.” 

American Indian students saw a slight decline in gradua-

tion rates after two previous years of growth and stability. 

The 2019 graduation rate for American Indian students was 

66.7 percent compared to 67.5 percent in 2018 and 2017, 

and 63.0 percent in 2016. However, completion rates for 

American Indian students (taking more than 4 years to 

graduate but still receiving a diploma) are at a historic high 

of 70.2 percent. 

Montana’s Comprehensive Support and Improvement high 

schools have shown steady increases in graduation rates 

with an aggregate graduation rate of 63.6 percent in 2019 

compared to 61.8 percent in 2018 and 58.3 percent in 2017.  

The OPI is in its second year of providing Comprehensive 

and Targeted Support and Improvement with Montana 

schools under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act. 

These efforts include building comprehensive school im-

provement plans based on local needs assessments created 

by local school teams. It also includes professional devel-

opment opportunities for schools that have specific student 

groups that are underperforming. 

Hispanic students are a growing population in Montana 

and make up about 5 percent of the student population 

compared to about 11 percent American Indians and 78 

percent white students. The Hispanic student graduation 

rate increased from 79.4 percent in 2018 to 83.1% in 2019. 

Additionally, the OPI has taken a diverse approach to post-

secondary success. The OPI has worked with higher educa-

tion and private sector partners to ensure that students 

graduate with skills that will allow them to succeed in col-

lege or the workforce immediately after completing high 

school under the Montana Ready initiative. 

Full details on Montana’s 2019 graduation data can be 

found at the OPI’s data website, including completion 

rates, dropout rates, and individual school data: 

https://gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentCharacteristics/. 

 

### 
 

 

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Superintendent-Docs-Images/OPI%20Initiatives.pdf?ver=2018-08-13-112844-533
https://gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentCharacteristics/
https://gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentCharacteristics/
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Academic-Success/Every-Student-Succeeds-Act-ESSA/Comprehensive-Support
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Academic-Success/Every-Student-Succeeds-Act-ESSA/Targeted-Support
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Academic-Success/Every-Student-Succeeds-Act-ESSA/Targeted-Support
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Superintendent-Docs-Images/OPI%20Initiatives.pdf?ver=2018-08-13-112844-533
https://gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentCharacteristics/
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rates, dropout rates, and individual school data: https://

gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentCharacteristics/. 

 
Dylan Klapmeier 

Director of Communications 
& Federal Relations 

Montana Office of Public 
Instruction 

·   Phone: 406-444-3559 

·   Mobile: 406-438-7442 

·   Website: www.mt.gov 

          ·   Email: Dyl-

an.klapmeier@mt.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teachers will be available to meet privately with individu-

al parents from 3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. on February 26th and 

27th to discuss individual student performance. I consider it 

very important that you take an active role in your child's 

education. The parent conference sessions will take place 

in the HS Commons area. Parents who are not able to at-

tend these conference sessions are welcome to schedule 

individual meetings with specific teachers by leaving a 

telephone message for a return call. The high school office 

telephone number is 626-2670. 

 

 

 

https://gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentCharacteristics/
https://gems.opi.mt.gov/StudentCharacteristics/
http://www.mt.gov/
mailto:Dylan.klapmeier@mt.gov
mailto:Dylan.klapmeier@mt.gov
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6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The students at Frenchtown High School would like to 

recognize staff members for their commitment, dedication, 

passion and hard work! Students submit nominations and 

the student council members review the nominations and 

vote on which staff members should receive the monthly 

recognition. The staff members chosen for the month are 

Kayla Devlin, Ann Gentry, Sean Mecham and Kendall 

Patch. 

Here is what the students had to say about the teachers:  

Ms. Devlin maintians a postive classroom atmosphere. 

 

Ms. Devlin allows me to 

come to her classroom from 

study hall to get extra math 

help. Mo matter how busy 

she is she is always willing 

to try and help me or other 

students. 

She is very compassionate 

and understands her students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Gentry is a great support to students and staff. 

She makes the library a 

place of learning, resource 

and a positive and welcom-

ing place to be. 

She is very professional 

with her job and wants to 

help students. 

 

 

Mr. Mecham helps every-

where around the school. 

He keeps things running 

and makes sure our school 

is clean. 

He is friendly and outgoing. 

He is a great throws coach. 

I have seen him shoveling 

the sidewalks on the week-

ends. 

One of the nicest individuals 

in the school! 

 

 

 

Ms. Patch is very smart and funny. 

She is very positive and 

outgoing. 

She is really good at helping 

students understand the chal-

lenges of science in a fun 

way! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation 

Where: Frenchtown High School Gymnasium 

When: Saturday, May 30th 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7-12 SCHOOL COUNSELING NEWS  

Second semester started January 27th. This means that 
grades for 1st semester have been finalized.  If your student 
has been struggling in a particular class, tutoring services 
are available.  Our National Honors Society members have 
been wonderful at providing academic assistance for kids 
who need academic support. If you are interested in receiv-
ing peer tutoring please see the counselors.  

Career Planning 

MCIS:  Find out more about college, financial aid, oc-
cupations, military options and complete interest invento-
ries.  MCIS is a great tool to use for you and your child in 
order to make informed decisions about the future.  You 
can login at www.mtcis.intocareers.org.  The username is 
frenchtownhs and the password is plan7ing.  After you log 
in you can create a portfolio with your own username and 
password so you can save your results.  Many of our stu-
dents already have their own account. 

Testing 

 Anyone wishing to take the ACT should visit act.org 
to check dates, prices and to register. 

 If you would like to take the SAT, please visit colleg-
ereadiness.collegeboard.org. 

 All juniors will be taking the ACT free of charge at 
Frenchtown High School on March 24th during the 
school day.  If you have questions please contact Mrs. 
Terzo, terzob@ftsd.org. 

 The Pre-ACT will be given to students all sopho-
mores March 25th.   

Scholarships 

Students attending MSU need to have their MSU Premier 
Scholarship in by February 1st, 2020. 

 

The MUS Honors Scholarship application is open.  You are 
able to register online at www.mus.edu/scholarships.  The 
application is completed online.  Once complete, you must 
print the application, get counselor signatures, and mail the 
application.  It must be postmarked by March 15th!  All 
seniors have been given an informational sheet for this 
scholarship.   

Weekend Food  

The Missoula Food bank is now offering a weekend 

food program at Frenchtown Junior High and High 

School.  The EmPower Pack Program provides a 

bag of healthy food items for your child each Friday 

afternoon for them to eat over the weekend.   There 
is no cost to the family or student, if you are interested in 
this program please contact Ms. Richardson, robynrichard-
son@ftsd.org. 

http://www.mtcis.intocareers.org
http://www.mus.edu/scholarships
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this program please contact Ms. Richardson, robynrichard-
son@ftsd.org. 

2020-2021 Class Registration 

We will be giving grade level class registration 

presentations for the 20-21 school year during the 

last two weeks of February. Following the presen-

tations, students will begin requesting classes for 

the 20-21 school year through the Infinite Campus 

Portal.  If your student does not have access to the 

portal, please encourage them to visit with us to 

set up their account.  The portal will be open for 

registration February 25th – March 6th. 

Junior Parent Night – February 26th at 6:00 in the high 
school auditorium.  We will discuss information regarding 
senior class registration and life after high school planning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Event Date/Time Opponent Location 

Bronc Wrestling 
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Vocational Skills  

The following order forms are for Broncs Gear that the 

Vocational Skills students are making in class. Students are 

learning to “weed” vinyl and press shirts. Eventually, we 

will learn how to use the Vinyl Master program to create 

original designs.  

We currently have 2 designs that are avail-able.  

We currently have 2 designs that are avail-able:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have the ability to personalize ex-isting Bronc 

Gear with names, sports num-bers etc.  

If you are interested in ordering, simply fill in the order 

sheet and return it with pay-ment to the Frenchtown High 

School office. Please make sure to include a con-tact phone 

number so you can be reached when your order is com-

plete.  

Feel free to contact Mr. Boudreaux or Mrs. Fall at the high 

school if you have any questions.  
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Frenchtown Bronc Basketball 

Event Date/ Time Opponent Location 

Lady Broncs Basketball 
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5th Grade Transition Meetings 

 

It is time to start transitioning the current 5th 

graders to FRENCHTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL. 

 

 On Wednesday, January 22, 2020 the 5th 

graders came to eat lunch at the Middle 

School. 

 During Parent-Teacher Conferences on 

Wednesday-Thursday, January 26-27, 2020 

at 6:00 pm at the Intermediate Gym (both 

nights).  Ms. Flint and I will be presenting 

information to 5th grade students and parents 

about Frenchtown Middle School. 

 

Middle School Wrestling  

 Middle School Wrestling will start on Tues-

day, February 18, 2029 

 Current 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students may 

participate in Middle School Wrestling. 

 All students participating in Middle School 

Wrestling must have a current physical. 

 All students participating in Middle School 

Wrestling must pay a $30.00 one-time only 

participation fee. 

 If you have any questions please call Aaron 

Griffin, JH Principal at 626-2650 or email 

griffina@ftsd.org. 

 

the convenience of online registration through 

FamilyID (www.familyid.com). FamilyID is a se-

cure registration platform that provides you with 

an easy, user-friendly way to register for our pro-

grams, and helps us to be more administratively 

efficient and environmentally responsible. When 

you register through FamilyID, the system keeps  

 

mailto:griffina@ftsd.org


12 

 

Family ID --- for the Middle School 

Attention MS Girls Basketball and Wrestling 

parents!  Please complete this process as a 

trial run!  In the future this is how we will do 

all field trips and athletics for Frenchtown 

Middle School.  I will have CHROME BOOKS 

at home events for parents to complete the 

registration process for FAMILYID. 
Greetings! 
We are excited to announce that we are now offering the 
convenience of online registration through FamilyID 
(www.familyid.com). FamilyID is a secure registration 
platform that provides you with an easy, user-friendly way 
to register for our programs, and helps us to be more ad-
ministratively efficient and environmentally responsi-
ble. When you register through FamilyID, the system 
keeps  track of your information in your FamilyID profile. 
You enter your information only once for each family 
member for multiple uses and multiple programs. 
  BEFORE YOU REGISTER: 

If you are registering for athletics make sure you 

have a current physical (Date after May 1, 2019). 

INFORMATION NEEDED TO REGISTER: 

It will be helpful to have the following information 

handy to allow for accurate completion of your 

online registration. 

Emergency Contact Information and Health Insur-

ance Information  

REGISTRATION PROCESS: 

A parent/guardian should register by click-

ing on this link:  

 
Follow these steps: 

1. To find your program, click on the link provid-

ed by the Organization above and select the regis-

tration form under the word Programs. 

2. Next click on the blue Register Now button 

and scroll, if necessary, to the Create Account/

Log In green buttons. If this is your first time us-

ing FamilyID, click Create Account. Click Log 

In, if you already have a FamilyID account. 

3. Create your secure FamilyID account by en-

tering the account owner First and Last names 

(parent/guardian), E-mail address and password. 

Select I Agree to the FamilyID Terms of Ser-

vice. Click Create Account. 

4. You will receive an email with a link to acti-

vate your new account. (If you don’t see the email, 

check your E-mail filters (spam, junk, etc.). 

5. Click on the link in your activation E-mail, 

which will log you in to FamilyID.com 

6. Once in the registration form, complete the 

information requested. All fields with a red* are 

required to have an answer. 

7. Click the Continuebutton when your form is 

complete. 

8. Review your registration summary. 

Click the blue Submit button If this is a permis-

sion slip and not an activities registration with a 

fee attached. After selecting Submit, the registra-

tion will be complete. You will receive a completion 

email from FamilyID confirming your registra-

tion.  If there is a fee attached to the registration 

please proceed to the following steps. 

No Payment Required or Alternate Payment 

Method (check, cash, non-FamilyID payment 

site)  

For credit or debit card payment through 

FamilyID (PayPal 3.5% administration fee 

will be charged to use this method): 

10. Click the blue Pay & Submit button 

11. On the next screen, select Proceed to Pay-

ment to be directed to the payment proces-

sor (PayPal). 

12. In PayPal, you can use a PayPal account, deb-

it card or credit card. (You will need to select 

whether you want to pay with PayPal or to pay 

without a PayPal account.) 

After you click Pay, you will receive a completion 

email from the payment processor confirming your 

payment and an email from FamilyID confirming 

your registration. 

At  any time,  you may login  at 

www.familyid.com to update your information and 

t o  c h e c k  y o u r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ( s ) . 

To view a completed registration, select 

the Registrations tab in the blue menu bar at the 

top of your screen. 

SUPPORT: 

 If you need assistance with registra-

t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  F a m i l y I D 

at: support@familyid.com or781-205-2800 x1. 

Support is available 7 days per week and messages 

will be returned promptly. 

Parent-Teacher Conference Information 

 

 School will be released at 12:30 pm on both 

Wednesday-Thursday, February 26-27, 2020.   

 Frenchtown High School is hosting the West-

ern “C” Divisional Boys and Girls Basketball 

Tournament during Parent-Teacher Confer-

ences.  The building will be very busy during 

this time! 

 There will be no school on Friday, February 

28, 2020. 

6th and 7th Grade Conferences:   

 Wednesday-Thursday, February 26-27, 2020 

from 1:00 to 4:00 pm and 4:30 to 7:00 pm in 

the 6th and 7th grade.     

 Please be aware that Mr. Robbins, Mr. Yeager, 

and Mr. Faust may be at the Western “A” Di-

visional Basketball Tournament during parent

-teacher conferences.   

 Dinner Break will be from 4:00 to 4:30 pm 

each day. 

8th Grade Conferences  

 Wednesday, February 26, 2020 

 1:30 – 4:00  Conferences open to all families 

 4:30 – 7:00  Individually scheduled confer-

ences (teachers will call to schedule confer-

ences with individual families. 

 Dinner Break from 4:00 to 4:30 pm each day 

 Thursday, February 27, 2020              

 1:30 – 4:00  Individually scheduled confer-

ences (teachers will call to schedule confer-

ences with individual families  

 4:30 – 7:00  Conferences open to all families 

 Dinner Break will be from 4:00 to 4:30 pm 

each day 

 School will be released at 12:30 pm on both 

Wednesday-Thursday, February 26-27, 2020.  

There will be no school on Friday, February 

28, 2020. 

Middle School Enrollment as of January 21, 

2020 

6th Grade:  129, 7th Grade:  110, 8th Grade:  129 

Total:  368 

February Early-Outs/No School Days 

 Friday, February 14, 2020 --  Early Out 

(12:30 pm – Release) 

 Monday, February 17,  2020 – No School 

(President’s Day) 

 Wednesday-Thursday, 26-27, 2020 --  Par-

ent-Teacher Conferences (12:30 pm – Release) 

 Friday, February 28, 2020 – No School. 

Congratulations to Gabe Gibbs, 6th Grader at 

Frenchtown Middle School, he finished 3rd on Sat., 

Jan. 18 in his age group and 2nd on Sun. Jan. 19 in 

the Northern division regional mogul competition 

at Snowbowl. 

https://www.familyid.com/frenchtown-school-district-mt
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Help Keep our Bike Path Clean (Community Service –
Lego/Robotics) 
We are The City Slickers, one of Frenchtown’s Middle 
School Lego robotics teams. Our members are Hannah 
McMillan, Genna Hughes, Allysa Bilbry, Cooper Stark, 
and Brooks Day.  As part of the competition, we have to 
do a project where we identify a problem in a public 
space in our community and devise a solution. Our project 
idea this year is to help maintain the Frenchtown bike 
path. We are hoping to do this in a few different ways. 
Since the bike path is so heavily used by students and 
their families we are planning to hold a school bike path 
cleaning day. One student group would clean the section 
from the high school to Frenchtown Pond, while another 
would clean from the school to the overpass.  The inter-
mediate school students would clean from that school to 
King Ranch Golf Course.  These cleanup days will take 
place once in the fall and once in the spring.. This will 
improve the cleanliness of the bike path and enhance 
everyone’s experience.  We would also like to put it out to 
the community to adopt other sections of the bike path, 
and we are hoping to place small signs stating what group 
adopted the specified section of the bike path, similar to 
the Adopt a Highway signs. If you are interested in adopt-
ing a section of the path, please contact our coach, Dalene 
Normand by email dnormand@ftsd.org or phone 626-
2600.   Even if you don’t want to adopt a section, you can 
still help in the effort to keep our bike path clean.  Next 
time you go for a walk, take along a bag and pick up litter 
as you go.  Then take a picture and tag it #cleanourpath. 

Three robotics teams represented Frenchtown 
and the state First Lego League Tournament held in Bo-

zeman on January 18.  It was the largest tournament to 
date, with 76 teams competing. Students have been pre-
paring for the competition since September and were 
excited to celebrate all of their hard work this season. 

  The First Lego League has three com-
ponents. First, there is a robotics programming portion, 
where teams are required to build a Lego robot and pro-
gram the robot to complete different missions on a spe-
cialized playing field.  

Next, there is a research component which give 
teams and opportunity to come up with an innovative 
solution to a real world problem. The theme this year 
involved improving at public space in our community.  

Finally, the teams participate in team building 
challenges and work collaboratively throughout the sea-
son to embody the First Lego League core values which 
are: inclusion, discovery, impact, teamwork, fun, and 
innovation. 

The City Slickers: Brooks Day, Hannah McMil-

lan, Genna Hughes, Alyssa Bilbrey, and Cooper Stark 
were coached by Dalene Normand. They had a great sea-
son and were awarded the runner up trophy for research 
on their bike path cleanup project which was presented 
and passed at the West Valley Community Council meet-
ing. They also had a high score of 240 points in the robot 
game. 

The City Superheroes: Kylee DeBoo, Rylan 
Denny, Sophia Lebsock, Frank Hogland, Tripp Larson, 
and Zen Peters were coached by Amanda Straw. During 
the season, they researched green roofs, including finding 

out about the costs, the best plants to use, and the money 
saving benefits. They came to the tournament as a rookie 
team and received a high score of 210 points at the robot 
table.  

Hammer Time: Makenzie Rasmussen, Maddie 
Schiedermayer, Rose Hogland, Maggie Doty, Ellyn Lew-
is, Tru Peters, and Ellie Langaunet were coached by 
Whitney Peters. They loved getting the crowd excited by 

cheering and singing at the robot table.  For their presen-
tation, they wrote a melodrama with MC Hammer and 
Batman in it; and they were awarded the runner up trophy 
in this category for sharing in a clear and creative way. 

 
 

 
Upcoming Academic Events at Frenchtown Middle 
School 

 School Wide Geography Bee:  

 1st Round:  Wednesday, January 29 (Grade Level). 

 2nd Round:  Thursday, January 30 (top students in 6th,  
        7th, 8th grade take the compete). 

 3rd Round:  School winner takes computerized test to 
see if they qualify for the State Competition in Bill-
ing in March. 

 Thank you Mrs. Clark, Mr. Davis, and Mr. 
Hutchinson for organizing this event. 

 School Spelling Bee: 

 Wednesday, February 5 at 1:00 pm in the High 
School Auditorium. 

 Students in Grades 5th-8th grade will compete in the 
Spelling Bee. 

 Missoula County Spelling Bee on Thursday, Febru-
ary 27 at Sentinel High School Auditorium. 

 Thank-you Ms. Flint and Mrs. Linton for organizing 
this event. 

 Math Counts:   

 Tuesday, February 11 --- Ten students in 6th-8th 
grade will compete in this Academic Competition at 
the University of Montana. 

 Thank-you to Mrs. Quinn for being the academic 
advisor for Math Counts. 

 

 Student Teachers 

 The following teacher has been approved to have 

student teacher for 3rd and 4th quarters. 

 Brandon Furr:  8th grade team – He is a student at 

the University of Montana  

 Tyrone Baird:  Middle School PE – He is a student 

at the University of Montana- Dillon. 

 
Ski Trips to Discovery 

 6th Grade:  Wednesday, January 22 

 7th Grade:  Tuesday, January 28 

 8th Grade:  Tuesday, February 4 

 
 

mailto:dnormand@ftsd.org
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Deputy Rasmussen – Frenchtown SRO 

 I continue to be amazed at the great job he is doing at 
Frenchtown Schools! 

 He had this bulletin board up at the return of Winter 
Break --- Thank-you Deputy Rasmussen! 

 The SRO is a very positive addition to our school 
system! 

 
 

 

 

 

Working Together! 

Frenchtown 4th grade students are always willing to spend 

a little time helping out. Pictured below are students from 

Mrs. Kettwich’s class supporting kindergarten students in 

Mrs. Peters room. These relationships between grade lev-

els really build a community feel between grade levels in 

the Intermediate and Elementary schools.   

 

 

 

Fish Donation and Freedom Gardens 

Special thanks to Kimberly Gergen for donating goldfish 

to the Freedom Gardens Greenhouse. Freedom Gardens 

will be coming in and putting on a presentation for the 

February board meeting regarding; greenhouse lessons 

happening in the district, micro greens business and pro-

duction, lettuce harvesting, and an overall update of how 

the greenhouse is functioning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th Grade 

Architects  

Students from 5th grade learned about engineering, archi-

tecture and structure 

development. After les-

sons in the classroom, 

students put their learn-

ing to the test in the 

school cafeteria. Each 

student team had 45 

minutes to use two packs 

of graham crackers and a 

half a jar of frosting to 

build the largest struc-

ture possible. The win-

ning team reached 36cm 

in height.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social 

Stud-

ies Adoption: 

Frenchtown K-12 Social Studies adoption process will 

begin with its first meeting February 19th. This meeting 

will include 12 team members from throughout the dis-

trict. The team will be analyzing and rewriting the social 

studies curriculum document and providing a recommen-

dation for adoption in April of 2020.   

Gifted and Talented 

The Intermediate Gifted and Talented students recently 

sewed Joey Pouches to send to Australia.  The pouches 

will be sent to animal rescue organizations that are caring 

for baby kangaroos that have been affected by the wild-

fires that are ravaging the country.  Each pouch has an 

outer pouch made from fleece and an inner liner made 

from soft flannel. 

   

         From the Desk of  

           Riley Devins 

    Intermediate Principal 
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Featured Class of the Month 

Mrs. Whaley and Ms. Fox’s Class 

Students Teacher Ms. Fox- Ms. Fox was a helper to Mrs. 
Whaley. Then she had to leave, but she came back in Jan-
uary. Now, Ms. Fox is a teacher candidate (student teach-
er) and helps everyone. We enjoy having her in our class-
room. Ms. Fox is from Helena. Her goal is to be a success-
ful teacher. Her favorite subjects to teach are writing and 
social studies, and her favorite parts of being in class are 
learning and getting to know the students. Ms. Fox hopes 
to teach in Missoula or at Frenchtown Intermediate. In her 
free time, she likes going to garage sales or thrift shops 
and hiking with her dog. Her dog is named Widget. She 
loves to read historical fiction and wants to be a teacher 
that teaches about life lessons.  
Reading- In reading, we are doing reading logs. For our 
reading logs, we are supposed to read every night and 
record what we read. We are also reading out of a Jour-
ney’s book and reading novels. At the moment, we are 
reading War with Grandpa and Tiger Rising for our nov-
els. 
Math- In math, we are doing division, multiplication, and 
calendar. We work on math timings, story problems, and 
math worksheets with division. During calendar, we do 
factors, add money for each day of school, 3D shapes, and 
different types of lines. 
Science- In Science, we are learning about physical 
change. When the way matter looks changes, but not the 
way it is, that is physical change. If you break a window, 
it is smaller but still has the same physical properties. 
Art- In art class, we have been doing Chinese New Year 
dragon puppets. In the past, we have done humongous 
snowflakes, funky santas, apples, graphing, cross stitches, 
and color by numbers. Art in class has been fun! 
Music- In music, we won the Golden Microphone due to 
our good behavior! We have been practicing with our 
recorders. We also do programs for Winter and Spring. 
Our Winter program went very well, and we are excited to 
get ready for our Spring program. Our programs also in-
clude Junk Band. In Junk Band, we play with junk but do 
not sound like junk.  

This Newsletter was written by: 

Ms. Fox- Huntyr White and Brett Kleinsmith 

Reading- Macey Smith and Ean Johnson 

Math- Marissa Patch and Kylee DeBoo 

Science-Sophia Lebsock and Chelsey Thorn 

Art- Sophia Lebsock and Chelsey Thorn 

Testing Dates: Frenchtown School District 

#40 

 Winter MAP testing: January 21st - Febru-

ary 7th  (Kindergarten – 5th grade) 

 Smarter Balanced Testing: March 9th –

March 27th (Grade 3- 8)  

 MSAA Testing: March 16th -May 1st  

(Alternate Test Grade 3-8 and 11) 

 Science Testing: April 20th  – May 1st 

(Grades 5 & 8) 

 Spring MAP Testing: May 4th –May 22nd 

(Kindergarten – 8th Grade) 
 

Grade Level/Class Student Totals: 

5th totals: 98 students 

 24- Criner 

 25- Dwyer 

 25- Long 

 24- Smiley  

4th Totals: 93 students  

 23- Berry  

 24- Kettwich 

 23- Whaley 

 22-Wipplinger 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone, 

I am sure this finds everyone chasing kids in sports, 

church, family events, and homework. Life is crazy busy, 

my hope for everyone is that you are able to find some 

time to relax and not feel like you are running all the time. 

Thank you for supporting the kids to work hard and do 

kind things for other people. We have several events com-

ing up with MCT, cooking camp, dance camp, and parent 

teacher conferences. If there is anything you need, please 

do not hesitate to reach out. Please look for the flyer com-

ing home for events, participation is limited to first come, 

first serve. Thank you for all you to dosupport our schools. 

Take great care! 

Jodi Hall 

K-3 Elementary Principal 

Child Find 

Frenchtown Developmental Screening 

Thursday, January 30, 2020 

Frenchtown Elementary School 

Ages Birth through 5 Years 

12:20-3:30PM 

Frenchtown Developmental Screening is scheduled for 

Thursday, January 30, 2020 at Frenchtown Elementary 

School for children birth through 5 years of age residing in 

the Frenchtown School District. Please note that the De-

velopmental Screening is not a preschool readiness test, 

but instead a screening for potential developmental delays. 

Screening is conducted in the areas of speech and lan-

guage, hearing, vision, knowledge and reasoning, and fine 

and gross motor skills. Assessment is comprehensive and 

typically takes 60-90 minutes. 

If you have any concerns regarding potential delays in 

these developmental areas, please feel free to call the 

Frenchtown Special Services Office Secretary, Veronica, 

at 406.626.2748 to schedule an appointment. 

u 

 

 

 

n 

January 21, 2020 

Dear Parent: 

 

This year all students’ grades 3-8 will be taking 

the Smarter Balanced Assessment. This is an 

adaptive online assessment in Math and Eng-

lish Language Arts (ELA).  

 

The state testing window for Frenchtown 3rd 

through 8th grade will run from March 9, 2020 – 

March 27, 2020. 

Since the assessments are computer adaptive 

tests (CAT) and are customized to each student, 

they are able to go beyond the multiple-choice 

questions. The Smarter Balanced Assessment is 

comprised of selected response items, technolo-

gy enhanced items, and authentic performance 

tasks (PT). Please help Frenchtown School Dis-

trict with consistent attendance during the test-

ing time frame. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Riley Devins 
Principal/Director of Academic Services 
Frenchtown Intermediate School  
PO Box 117 
Frenchtown, MT 59834 
Office: (406)-626-2629 
Cell Phone:(406)-361-1973  
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Counseling Corner- Miss America 

All of our students have wrapped up Kelso’s Choices. Kel-

so’s Choices are an excellent way to solve small problems. 

Students have been taught that solving small problems are 

something they can do on their own. One effective strategy 

is Make A Deal. Make a Deal is a fancy terminology for 

compromise. 

Students are taught to play rock paper scissors to solve 

small problems like which recess game to playf irst or who 

gets to be the quarterback. This empowerment is a power-

ful part of development. Feelfree to try this strategy at 

home. 

In counseling classes we are reviewing listening. It’s a 

mid-year review of the importance of respectful 

listening with focused attention and concentration. Your 

children are learning the word “attent-a-scope.” The 

“attent-a-scope” really has the students practice listening 

without distractions. 

You may find asking them to listen with their attent-a-

scope an effective strategy when getting ready for school 

in the morning or when doing your nighttime routine. 

Friday Lunch with Principal 

Every Friday from here until the end of the year, the teach-

ers will be picking three students to eat lunch with the 

principal. Every week we will have different ways to en-

gage in conversation. This last week I had the honor of 

eating with 62 students, we played with trivia questions. 

Kindergarten Fun 

Down in the kindergarten wing, January is full excitement! 

Here’s some fun things we’ve been up to: 

Since we don’t have much real snow outside: we’ve been 

creating our own winter by 

doing lots of snowy art and writing projects. 

This includes things like snow globes, snowman paintings, 

writing about melting snowmen and bringing a snowman 

to school! How fun would that be? 

The last week in January will be all about penguins. Wad-

dle on down to our wing for some feathered fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also love a good book 

in kindy! Here are some 

of the favorites we’ve 

read in January: 

Dinos in the Snow by Karma Wilson 

Ten on the Sled by Kim Norman 

The Mitten by Jn Brett 

The Gruffalo’s Child by Julia Donaldson 

Sneezy the Snowman by Maureen Wright 

Little Bea and the Snowy Day by Daniel Roode 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mak-

erspace is 

rocking!! 

 

Thank you Mrs. Vinton’s father for the hardhats! 
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First Grade News 

Ms. Sammons 

We are excited to get back to learning after our holiday 

break. I have to mention how 

proud I am of this first grade bunch; they impress me every 

day. Thank you to all of the fabulous 

parents and families who are going above and beyond in 

helping these students become the best 

that they can be! 

In reading, the first graders are learning about so many 

different topics. The students 

practice hard at home and it shows when they come and 

work here in class. Each day we practice 

sounds and sight words as well as sounding out new words 

and fluency. I love to hear them 

become more fluent and confident when reading. We get 

lots of extra science and social studies 

with the variety of stories we read each week as well. I love 

to read month is the month of 

February and we are really looking forward to fun reading 

activities. 

In math we have been learning how to break apart the tens 

and ones. We are also 

learning about the greater than, less than, and equal to sym-

bols. The first graders are learning all 

about decade numbers and how to add those using different 

strategies. This smart bunch of 

students sure catch on quickly. 

Here in our first grade classroom, we get two days a week 

to use the chrome books. The 

students are quickly learning how to log in and learn on 

their own. Technology is a great tool in 

our learning environment. 

I’d like to finish off with some quotes from our first 

graders: 

“My favorite thing about school is recess!” – Tyson 

Tollefson 

“My favorite thing about school is doing art projects with 

my teacher.” –Addasyn Johnson 

“Lunch is my favorite thing about school.” –Beau Palmer 

“I love music, that is my favorite thing about school!” –

Bentli Weisenburger 

2nd Grade Writing Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Grade  

Wow! Our grade-level 
has seen numerous 
growth and achievement throughout the 2019-20 School 
Year. Each day strives for everyone to get better both aca-
demically and socially. A great deal of credit surrounds 
some of the classes “Star Student” and “Rock Star of the 
Week” opportunities. For instance, one student per week 
from Mr. Gyapay or Mr. D’s class is selected complete and 
present a poster project. It is truly their time to shine! This 
also makes time available for students to get to learn new 
and exciting interests about one another. Especially, since 
our district continues to grow with new students.    

Students in the third grade have grasped multiplication and 
division facts with fidelity, learned how to solve two-step 
story problems, and understand various forms of measure-
ment offered within the Math Expressions curriculum. 
Growth has carried into Journey’s reading through con-
stant practice pertaining to oral reading fluency and com-
prehension. Students are now reading to learn compared to 
learning to read, which has helped with writing/typing five 
paragraph essays.  This has paid off with completing the 
MAPS district-wide assessments and eventually SBAC 

Performance Task exams in the third quarter! 

 Writing has also come in handy with completing inde-

pendent science and social studies assignments or projects. 

A great deal of this content requires higher level thinking; 

as well as, locating places on a map, taking notes about 

Montana/Frenchtown History, labeling layers of the earth, 

or identifying other minerals. We cannot wait to see what 

the rest of the year brings! It’s crazy how we are already 

half way through the month. Looking forward to making 

new memories as the school year winds down.  

 

-Mr. Gyapay, Mr. DiFlugentis, Mrs. Hoskinson, Ms. Burk-

land, and Ms.Reed.  
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FRENCHTOWN MAKERSPACE: 

December/January Activities 

For the 3 weeks in December the Makerspace accommo-
dated 127 students. The students had the opportunity to 
create a snowflake of their own design, create a snowflake 
from a pattern, or preserve a snowflake and view it under 
a microscope. Several students worked together to create 
beautiful 3-D snowflakes. 

Students came back in January to a Snowman Stretch 
Challenge in the Makerspace. Students are required to 
work in teams.  They have the choice of designing and 
building snowmen out of only the materials provided. The 
students love wearing the hats during the construction of 
their snowmen.  The categories are: the tallest freestanding 
snowman, the best freestanding decorated snowman, or a 
freestanding snowman where each tier must be a different 
geometric solid and different material must be used for 
each tier. Currently, we have had 98 students step-up to 
this challenge for the month of January.  

 
 
October  Classes (start date  October 16th) 
1st Long     18 
4th Whaley  22 
Kindy Geaudry  16 
2nd Duke18 
2 Straw19 
Peters   17 
Total # of students whole class 93 
Individual Students  68 students 
 
Total 178 
 
 
November  
Kindy Geaudry 16 
2 Vinton            20 
2 Straw             19 
Kindy Peters    17 
Kindy Luebke  15 
1st Londeen     19 
1st Poukish       17 
 
Total # of students whole classes  113 
Individual Students 315 
 
Total 428 
Music Department: Mrs. Blass and Ms Lydell 

The elementary and intermediate music department has 
some exciting events happening  the next few months. 
Frenchtown PTSA is hosting the Missoula Children’s 
Theater with the play Beauty Lou and the Country Beast 
the week of January 27th. Performances for the play will 
be Saturday, February 1 at 3pm and 5:30pm in the High 
School Auditorium. The fourth graders will be going to the 
Missoula Symphony on February 7th. 

Our Talent show will be on February 25th at  6:30 p.m.  at 
the High School Auditorium. The dress rehearsal will be 
on February 19th , also in the auditorium after school. 

We have 12 students representing Frenchtown at Youth 
Sing, an honor choir, on March 6th. The third graders will 
be making homemade instruments soon; which is such a 
fun project for all involved. 

**Special Need** With our growing school population, 
we are accepting donations of used band instruments. 
If you have an instrument that you would be willing to 
donate to our school; please drop it off at the Elemen-
tary or Intermediate office. 

MAP Testing is January 21-February 7th. Teachers are 
setting goals with their students and using the results 
teams will have conversations wrapped around the data to 
guide instructional decisions to differentiate instruction to 
best meet the needs of ALL students. Please make sure 
kids get a good night sleep and a good breakfast, routines 
are important to the day to day function here at school, not 
just on testing days.   

 

Serve Our School:  We currently have about 60-75 stu-

dents completing different jobs across our school. Teach-
ers place a job description on the advertising board and 
student then fill out an application for the position. Once 
the position is filled, the student(s) will hold the position 
until the end of the quarter.  Positions will open again and 
students are able to apply for another position. Examples 

of jobs for students: inside/outside recyclers, personal 
helpers, lunch tray sweepers, door holders, etc. Students 
take pride in helping out around the building. 
 
Read Across Frenchtown 
Kindergarten teachers are making some GREAT recom-
mendations for MUST READ books.  If you have any 
good books you would like to share please let us know. 
Read Across Frenchtown is coming up February 3-7. 
Look for some exciting opportunities to support students 
in the classroom developing their love for reading. More 
details will come home in the Tuesday envelopes. 
Pk:                      10 
Kindergarten       88 
1st Grade            89 
2nd Grade           94 
3rd Grade           102 

______________________________ 
383 amazing students 
Upcoming Events: 
January 22- Wear White for Kindness 
January 27-February 1- MCT  
January 20-24- CCLC Cooking Camp 
February 3-7- CCLC Dance Camp 
Upcoming Testing Dates: 

Winter MAP testing: January 21st - February 7th 

 (Kindergarten – 5th grade) 

Smarter Balanced Testing: March 9th –March 27th (Grade 
3- 8)    
MSAA Testing: March 16-May 1 (Alternate Test Grade 3-
8 and 11) 
Science CRT Testing: April 20th  – May 1st (Grades 5 & 8) 
Spring MAP Testing: May 4th –May 22nd (Kindergarten – 
8th Grade)  
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Junior High Office            406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office          406-626-
2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 

Current Resident 

and/or 

Box holder 
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