
 
September 11, 2020 
 
 
Dear Central 51 Families: 
 
Every week we will update you on the impact of COVID-19 in the district. We are keeping track of students and staff 
in quarantine and in isolation. However, we want to make sure you have the right perspective of the quarantine 
numbers. The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) has strict quarantine guidelines. Often when someone is 
being tested, family members and possibly close contact people are in quarantine until the results come back for the 
one being tested. For instance, we may have 10 people on quarantine, but that situation is only affecting two families. 
Also, some of the quarantine situations may have nothing to do with exposure from Central 51 schools. Finally, it is 
likely that the majority of people in quarantine or in isolation are healthy but are being quarantined out of precaution. 
 
Ill Students 
If your student becomes ill with any COVID-like symptoms, all students in the household must stay home until an 
alternative diagnosis is given by their physician, negative COVID test results are received or until 10 days have 
passed and symptoms have resolved.  
 
Please see the current  COVID-19 Guidelines on our school website. 
 
COVID Testing 
If you or anyone in your household has tested for COVID-19, students in that family should not attend school until 
there is confirmation of a negative test result. Students and parents should also work closely with the school nurse to 
determine a return to school date. This is very important for not only your health, but also protecting each other from 
potential exposure. It is the strict adherence to these protocols that will allow us to keep our students attending school 
in-person. 
 
The chart below shows the number of staff and students out each day due to quarantine, isolation or for testing 
positive for COVID-19..  Throughout the school year we will have people in self-isolation or quarantine and we 
expect those numbers to fluctuate. We will continue to monitor our counts in conjunction with the Tazewell County 
Health Department to guide future decisions. 
 
Definitions: 
Quarantine:  The individual has been in close contact with someone that has tested positive for COVID-19.  They will 
be in quarantine for a minimum of 14 days and will be released to return to school/work on the date determined by the 
Tazewell County Health Department. 
 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/913998/Central_School_District_51_COVID-19_Guidelines.docx.pdf


Isolation:  The individual is experiencing COVID-like symptoms as listed in the COVID-19 Interim Exclusion 
Guidance. They will remain isolated at home until they have met specific criteria as determined by IDPH guidelines. 
(May in include siblings in the home) 
 
COVID-19 Positive:  The individual has tested positive for COVID-19 and is under quarantine at home for a 
minimum of 10 days.  They will be released to return to school/work on the date determined by the Tazewell County 
Health Department. 
 
 

 
  
We will continue to monitor this situation on a daily basis. We are very happy to have students back in school! Thank 
you for your support and patience.  Have a great weekend. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Dale Heidbreder, Superintendent 

 9-7-2020 9-8-2020 9-9-2020 9-10-2020 9-11-2020 

Quarantine      

CPS 0 1 1 1 1 

CIS 0 3 3 3 3 

Staff 0 2 2 2 2 

TOTAL 0 6 6 6 6 

      

Isolation      

CPS 0 1 3 4 1 

CIS 0 0 2 1 1 

Staff 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 1 5 5 2 

      

COVID Positive      

CPS 0 0 0 0 0 

CIS 0 0 0 0 0 

Staff 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 


