
  

Good   Afternoon,   
  

I   am   reaching   out   this   afternoon   to   make   you   aware   that   there   will   be   a   Special   Board   Meeting   
on   Tuesday,   November   10th   at   6pm   in   the   Auditorium   for   the   purpose   of   requesting   approval   to   
pause   our   planned   return   to   a   4   day   week   for   grades   K-6.    The   recommendation   will   be   to   
maintain   our   current   Hybrid   schedule    through   the   1st   semester   and   re-evaluate   prior   to   
January   19,   2021.     
  

The   health   data   in   our   schools   and   community   continue   to   trend   in   a   more   negative   direction   
with   some   of   the   highest   levels   we   have   seen   to   date.    There   has   been   a   significant   increase   in   
the   number   of   cases   locally   that   is   impacting   our   schools,   including   both   students   and   staff.   
  

● From   August   1st   through   October   23rd   (40   days   of   school)     
○   98   cumulative   quarantines   
○   28   cumulative   positive   cases   

  
● From   October   26th   through   November   6th   (10   days   of   school)   

○   64   cumulative   quarantines   
○   12   cumulative   positive   cases.   

  
The   recent   increases   in   cases   county-wide   is   having   a   direct   impact   on   our   schools.    Due   to   
such   a   significant   increase ,   yesterday   we   had   177   cases   and   200   today   in   the   county.     -   
According   to   data   from   the   JCHD   our   community   positivity   rate   jumped   from   11%   to   21.8%   in   
just   one   week   and   saw   an   increase   of   87%   in   the   number   of   new   cases   from   the   prior   week.     
  

In   addition   to   the   rise   in   impact,   the   CDC   changed   the    contact   tracing   guidelines,   we   no   longer   
are   looking   to   see   who   the   positive   was   in   contact   within   6ft   for   15    consecutive    minutes,   but   the   
rules   have   changed   to   15    cumulative    minutes    during   a   24   hour   period.    This   is   a   significant   
change   for   classrooms   as   well   as   employees.   
  

Continuing   the   Hybrid,   gives   us   the   best   opportunity   to   weather   this   storm.    Due   to   the   smaller   
number   of   kids   on   campus,   hopefully,   it   will   provide   us   with   the   flexibility   to   keep   the   doors   open.   
Moving   to   a   4   day   schedule   now,   will   increase   our   chances   of   being   shut   down   for   a   couple   of   
weeks   and   having   to   work   virtually.     We   know   that   there   are   a   multitude   of   impacts   on   each   of   
these   decisions.     
  

  



As   we   have   found   since   the   beginning   of   this,   each   day   brings   new   challenges   and   the   
decisions   we   have   to   make   are   in   response   to   the   ever   changing   “fluid”   situation.    With   these   
new   challenges,   we   are   recommending   we   pause,   rather   than   having   to   take   a   greater   step   
backwards   in   the   future.   While   the   Board   has   not   taken   action,    we   felt   it   necessary   to   inform   
everyone   of   the   current   situation   and   recommendation   as   soon   as   possible.    Thank   you   for   your   
continued   support   of   our   students,   teachers,   and   staff.     
  

Respectfully,   
  

  
Dr.   Jon   Isaacson   
Superintendent   
  
  

  


