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SHERMAN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

March 19, 2015 

 

The Board of Directors of Sherman County School District met in the Sherman County 
Public/School Library Meeting Room in Moro, Oregon on March 19, 2015.  The following were 
present:  Chair, Bill Martin; Vice Chair, Angie Thompson; Directors: Kyle Blagg, Jim Macnab, and 
Elizabeth Mills; Dean of Students, Sheri Sharp; Business Manager, Kim McKinney; Confidential 
Secretary, Jeanie Pehlke; Staff Members: Gerald Casper, Craig Wood; Visitors: Jeff Deswert, 
Mike Taylor,  Jeff Kleihauer, Alec Hansen, Wes Owens  
 

SUMMARY OF ACTION 
 

Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director Mills to accept the contract between the Board of 

Sherman County School District and  Mr. Wes Owens for the school years 2015-17   Vote: 4 in Favor 

(Martin, Thompson, Mills, Blagg) 1 Oppose (Macnab) Action:  The motion carried. 

Motion by Director Blagg with second from Vice Chair Thompson to direct Mike Marino to enter into 

negotiations with Kirby Nagelhout Construction Company for our Construction Manager/General 

Contractor contract. Vote: 4 in Favor (Martin, Thompson, Mills, Blagg) 1 Oppose (Macnab) Action:  The 

motion carried. 

Motion by Director Mills with second from Director Blagg to approve the Bryant, Lovlien & Jarvis 

retainer as legal counsel for our CM/GC construction project.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Martin, Thompson, 

Macnab, Mills, Blagg) Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chair, Bill Martin opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag at 
6:03 p.m.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Chair Martin adjourned the meeting to Executive Session under ORS 192.660 (2)(a) to consider 

the employment of the chief executive officer at 6:04 p.m.  

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION  

The meeting returned to open session at 6:12 p.m.  

SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH UPDATE 

Chair Martin announced that the board has gone through the necessary hiring process and has 

selected a very worthy candidate for superintendent to follow Dr. Tarzian who has given notice. 

He noted the goal is to take a positive step toward long-term stability in the future. He then 

welcomed Wes Owens back to the district and spoke highly of his past work.  
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Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director Mills to accept the contract between the Board of 

Sherman County School District and  Mr. Wes Owens for the school years 2015-17   Vote: 4 in Favor 

(Martin, Thompson, Mills, Blagg) 1 Oppose (Macnab) Action:  The motion carried. 

Mr. Owens stated that he is humbled, honored, and excited to serve the SCSD again. He is 

looking forward to reconnecting with staff and students. Mr. Owens also stated that he plans to 

change Director Macnab’s mind. Chair Martin reiterated his excitement for Mr. Owens’ return 

to the district and segued to the next agenda item by mentioning that Mr. Owens had been 

involved with the early stages of the elementary relocation project.   

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER-GENERAL CONTRACTOR PRESENTATION 

Mike Marino welcomed four representatives from Kirby Nagelhout Construction Company 

(“KNCC”) and the gentlemen introduce themselves.  Jeff Deswart and Mike Taylor gave a 

slideshow presentation that showcased various projects they have been involved in. They 

described the CM/GC process as it relates to design flexibility and cost savings. It was noted 

that the process of phasing engages the team earlier and allows the design team more time for 

plan development. A question and answer session took place including a discussion related to 

difficult past projects and staffing. When asked about the project schedule, KNCC admitted 

there may be some challenges as some materials may have long lead times. KNCC then 

described their closeout process. KNCC stated that all financial documents will be shared with 

the district, profits will not be hidden. Jeff Deswart concluded the presentation by reiterating 

KNCC’s desire to become the Construction Manager/General Contractor for the project and 

committed to producing a very efficient building. Chair Martin thanked KNCC for their 

presentation.  

A discussion related to reference checks took place. Chair Martin, Vice Chair Thompson, and 

Director Blagg reported all references were very positive and nothing negative was received. 

Director Mills and Director Macnab stated they received glowing reports from their references 

with the only negative being that when the company had a management shift [a few years ago] 

they had a little trouble with closeout.  

POSSIBLE SELECTION OF CONTRACTOR 

Motion by Director Blagg with second from Vice Chair Thompson to direct Mike Marino to enter into 

negotiations with Kirby Nagelhout Construction Company for our Construction Manager/General 

Contractor contract. Vote: 4 in Favor (Martin, Thompson, Mills, Blagg) 1 Oppose (Macnab) Action:  The 

motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF BRYANT, LOVLIEN & JARVIS RETAINER AS LEGAL COUNSEL FOR CM/GC 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 

The school attorney has recommended the district seek legal support for the CM/GC project and 

contract from a law firm with construction experience. A retainer letter from the law firm of Bryant, 
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Lovlien and Jarvis, was provided to the board.  Mike Marino spoke positively of the firm and assured the 

board the fees have been included in the project budget.   

Motion by Director Mills with second from Director Blagg to approve the Bryant, Lovlien & Jarvis 

retainer as legal counsel for our CM/GC construction project.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Martin, Thompson, 

Macnab, Mills, Blagg) Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 

CLOSING COMMENTS, NEXT STEPS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

CONTRACT FOR OWNER REPRESENTATIVE 

Mike Marino’s contract was discussed. It was noted that his current approved addenda will end this 

month and needs to be revised or extended.  Mr. Marino will provide a proposal for discussion at the 

April meeting.  The proposal will include his scope of services and fees through closeout and the year 

after. Mr. Marino stated he plans to be in the district three days during the actual construction phase. 

Chair Martin asked Mr. Marino to include Mr. Owens in all correspondence.   

ADJOURNMENT 
    
There being no further business, Chair Martin declared the meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 
 
 
___________________________________  ________________________________ 
Chair, Bill Martin     Confidential Secretary, Jeanie Pehlke 


