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SHERMAN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

December 12, 2016 

 

The Board of Directors of Sherman County School District met in the Sherman County 
School/Public Library Meeting Room in Moro, Oregon on December 12, 2016.  The following 
were present:  Chair, Bill Martin; Vice Chair, Kyle Blagg; Directors: Kristie Coelsch, Jim Macnab, 
Merrie von Borstel; Superintendent, Wes Owens; Principal, Bill Blevins; Business Manager, Kim 
McKinney; Board Secretary, Jeanie Pehlke; Staff Members: Gary Lewis, Gerald Casper; Student, 
Isaiah Coles; Visitors: Brian Hulke, Lisa Kaseberg.  
 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN 
 

Motion by Director, Blagg with second from Director, von Borstel to approve the board meeting 
agenda as amended.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director, Blagg with second from Director, von Borstel to adopt the consent agenda 
as amended.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director, Blagg with second from Director, Coelsch to direct Mr. Owens to work with 
the Athletic Foundation to repurpose the cyclone fence at the Grass Valley facility   Vote: 5 in 
Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chair, Bill Martin opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag at 
7:00 p.m. and thanked everyone for coming. 
 

Approve Board Meeting Agenda 
 

An opportunity was given to make changes to the presented Regular Board Meeting Agenda for 
this December 12, 2016 meeting. The following additions were made to the consent agenda: 

 Approve the preliminary hire of Wendy Moreland, School Custodian 

 Accept resignation of Dezi Remington, Math/Science Teacher 
 
Motion by Director, Blagg with second from Director, von Borstel to approve the board meeting 
agenda as amended.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  
The motion carried unanimously. 

Unofficial Minutes 

3.1.2 
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COMMENTS FROM VISITORS 
No comments were received. 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

Recognition of Students, Staff and Community 

We are extremely fortunate to have gracious staff and community members who support 
our school and students.  While it is possible that we may periodically miss an opportunity 
to thank someone, we sincerely appreciate the commitment of all of our supporters.  We 
would like to recognize the following people for their devotion to our schools, students, 
staff and community.   

 Thank you to the PTO for purchasing a Keurig for the staff workroom. 

 The Library staff for coordinating the mitten tree project to keep local Sherman County 
families warm this winter. 

 Special thanks to Dana Dearborn for the countless hours she has spent sorting and 
organizing science material and moving them into the new state-of-the-art science lab. 

 Ree Ella von Borstel, Darcy Henry, and Connie Martin for organizing the annual holiday 
Senior Citizen luncheon and the Leadership Class who will help serve the meal on 
December 20th. 

 The Sherman County Athletic Foundation in partnership with the Lions Club for their 
support of the north playing fields. 

 Thank you to Connie Martin, the student leaders and Mid-Columbia Bus for organizing 
the “Stuff the Bus” event to benefit the Oregon Food Bank. 

 Thank you to KNCC for providing and Mike Carter for delivering the large donation of 
canned food for our “Stuff the Bus” food drive.  

 Jen Berry, Heidi Baker, and Jeremy Lanthorn for volunteering at our SKORE program.   

 Tom Martin for the donation of and Connie Martin for selecting the new student lounge 
furniture. 

 Bert Perisho, Lee Jensen, and Hunter Grenvik for keeping the game clocks during the 
Sherman Invitational Basketball Tournament. 

 Joe Justesen for keeping the score book for the boys’ games and Jeff Kaser for keeping 
the score book for the girls’ games during the Sherman Invitational Basketball 
Tournament. 

 Thank you to Connie Martin for coordinating the hospitality room for the Basketball 
Tournament. 

 Special thanks to Jeremy Lanthon for taking the athletic program pictures for the winter 
sports season.  

 ODOT for their continued support during inclement weather conditions.  

 Sherman County road department for plowing High School Loop. 

 Thank you to Bill Martin and Max Martin for donating time and equipment for snow 
removal at Sherman County School.  
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We truly appreciate the amazing support we receive from so many thoughtful people.  
Thank you to everyone in our great community and school district for your continued 
support! When you have time please visit our Sherman County School District Web Page for 
the monthly appreciation comments. 
  

Student Body Report 
Senior Class President, Isaiah Coles gave the student body report including PACK T-Shirt, the 
canned food drive, holiday decorations, Senior Citizens holiday dinner, and a fundraiser for 
furniture for the student lounge. All of these activities have been organized by Connie Martin 
and carried out by the Leadership Students.  
 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Business 

 Approved Minutes from Regular Board Meeting for November 14, 2016 as presented. 
 Approved Bill Listing, Financial Statement 

 
Personnel 

 Approved Tracy Fields, 7/8 Boys Basketball Coach 
 Accept Resignation of Ree Ella von Borstel, Food Service Manager 
 Approve preliminary hire of Wendy Moreland, School Custodian 
 Accept Resignation of Dezi Remington, Math/Science Teacher 

 
Motion by Director, Blagg with second from Director, von Borstel to adopt the consent agenda 
as amended.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
Superintendent Report  

Superintendent Owens’ report included district enrollment, appreciation for the staff, training 
dates for Positive Behavioral Intervention and Support and Response to Intervention 
workshops, an update on district-wide safety measures, the upcoming contract negotiations 
timeline, and an update on the water intrusion issue at Room 5. He also reported that the Grass 
Valley facility fire system repair is going through the permit process, he shared a 
communication with the 1957 Class President related to their upcoming Class Reunion, the 
Governor’s proposed 2017-19 budget and a letter that he sent out to parents/guardians related 
in inclement weather.  

 
Administrative Report for Sherman County School 

Principal Blevins reported the school will hold its annual financial aid workshop tomorrow 
evening and the winter music program is scheduled for Thursday, December 15th. He also 
announced that the new science lab is ready and thanked and praised Mr. Dearborn’s mom 
Dana, who is a retired chemistry teacher from West Linn School District for helping move the 
science equipment and materials back into the lab.  National Honor Society inducted Junior Lexi 
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Grenvik in November, the Sherman FFA team took first place at the Ag Sales district 
competition, perfect attendance awards sponsored by the Booster Club were given to Kris Bair 
and Rilea Mills, a State testing opt-out letter for ELA and Math will be distributed, character 
trait assembly, soil and water conservations lessons for elementary, and he mentioned that the 
Athletic Foundation crab feed is coming January 14th.   
 
Principal Blevins also announced that the boys and girls basketball teams are scheduled to play 
at a two day tournament this Friday and Saturday at Hosanna High School in Klamath Falls and 
over the winter break the boys basketball team will depart for Honolulu for a four game 
tournament and the girls basketball team will be attending a three game tournament at 
Riverdale High School. 

 
Athletic Director Report 

Athletic Director, Gary Lewis reported that the school has four junior high basketball teams, 14 
high school girls and 18 high school boys out for basketball. He gave a recap of the Sherman 
invitational and mentioned some schedule changes.  Mr. Lewis announced that he is looking 
into USTA grant money that he would like to use to improve the old tennis courts. He said that 
there is a possibility that we could redo one of the courts as a tennis court and the other as a 
sand volleyball court.   
 

Construction Project Manager Report 
Superintendent Owens gave the Construction Project Manager Report for Owner 
Representative, Mike Marino who did not attend the meeting. Superintendent Owens stated 
that he spoke at length with Mr. Marino today and explained that while there is $89,429.00 
shown as remaining funds on the budget summary provided by Mr. Marino, there is also 
approximately $95,000.00 in unapproved claims from KNCC that Mr. Marino is still negotiating.  
These are items that were not approved by the district or need to be repaired including 
refinishing areas on the polished concrete floor and the wrong color bathroom partitions that 
were installed in the elementary wing. Mike Marino has assured Superintendent Owens 
repeatedly that the district may be able to afford some of the wish list items such as the gym 
divider, trophy case and the monument because Mr. Marino is anticipating that KNCC will meet 
the district mid-way on the unapproved claims. Superintendent Owens is hopeful that by next 
board meeting the district can expect a final resolution of all the outstanding claims and will 
know what wish list items can be completed. Mike Marino would like to schedule a closure 
meeting with the board some evening other than a Monday night. Business Manager McKinney 
gave the board an update on the loan payment noting that interest is paid twice a year and 
principal is paid once a year in June, with this next June being the second principal payment. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Sheriff’s Office Safety Plan Continued Discussion  

This item was delayed until later in the meeting awaiting Deputy Hulke’s arrival.   
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Gym Divider 
Superintendent Owens reminded the board that last month they approved spending up to 
$7,500 to expedite the purchase of a gym divider for the new elementary gym.  He reported 
that the cost of the gym divider is now between $13,000-$14,000 and installers are reluctant to 
work with their heavy equipment over the new finished floor. He apologized to the board as he 
clarified that the gym divider will likely not be installed in time for this basketball season. By 
next board meeting there should be an update. A discussion took place related to concern 
about the noise level in the new elementary gym. 
 

Sheriff’s Office Safety Plan Continued Discussion  
Superintendent Owens expressed his appreciation to Deputy Hulke who has done a great deal 
of work on the safety plan.  He also reported that PACE, OSBA and the district’s insurance 
company are all looking into detailed logistics of the safety proposal.  He noted that individuals 
from these entities have said that our district is way ahead of the curve and other districts that 
have executed similar plans are impressed with some of the ideas we are considering. Deputy 
Hulke explained the intense interview and training process that would be required for 
participants of the program and also noted that if this program happens, just the signs alone 
could divert a catastrophic event. Safety of the students was emphasized as a priority and 
response time to an event is critical.  The board wants to make sure they can justify the 
program.  Hiring of a resource officer was considered, but a resource officer has predictable 
patterns and with the cost of salary and paid benefits it would be more costly and there would 
be no element of surprise.  It was noted that the safety committee, who has recommended the 
program consists of a lot of people including individuals from ODOT, Sheriff’s office, county, 
city, bus company, Pre-K and several school personnel. The board would like to give any voices 
of opposition an opportunity to speak.  The next steps include a survey of staff, continued work 
on insurance and a community meeting. This will be a continued discussion next month.  
 

North Play Field Update  
Superintendent Owens reported that the Athletic Foundation is moving the north play field 
project forward. It will be a wonderful space for our kids and we have a lot of community 
support.  
 

Grass Valley Property Fencing 
Superintendent Owens reminded the board that there was a discussion some time ago related 
to relocating the Grass Valley fence to the new play field. A discussion took place. 
 
Motion by Director, Blagg with second from Director, Coelsch to direct Mr. Owens to work with 
the Athletic Foundation to repurpose the cyclone fence at the Grass Valley facility   Vote: 5 in 
Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Emergency Closure Procedures – Policy EBCD 

 
Superintendent Owens reminded the board of the Emergency Closure Procedure Policy and 
that if a school day is missed during the week, then the half Friday becomes a full day to 
makeup the missed time.  He also thanked Lisa Kaseberg for her work keeping the students safe 
during inclement weather.  Mrs. Kaseberg explained that four of the six busses have automatic 
chains and the others carry chains and all of the busses have new studded tires.  Mrs. Kaseberg 
stated that snow routes are on an incident basis and are done with direct communication to 
parents who have difficult driveways. She explained that decisions for closures are made after 
extensive communication between ODOT, the Sheriff’s Office, and School Personnel. Chair 
Martin praised Superintendent Owens for his work keeping the students safe and doing what is 
best for kids.  It was emphasized that parents always have the ability to keep their students 
home if they deem conditions unsafe. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  
The Board went into an executive session at 8:19 p.m. pursuant to ORS 192.660(2) (f) to 
consider records exempt by law from public inspection.  
 
The Board returned to open session at 8:29 p.m.  No action was taken. 
 

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS 
No comments were received. 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, CLOSING COMMENTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  

 Construction Update 

 Grass Valley Facility Continued Discussion 

 Sheriff’s Office Safety Plan Continued Discussion 

 Union Negotiations 

 Superintendent Evaluation 
NEXT MEETING 

Next regular board meeting, January 9, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Chair Martin declared the meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
 
___________________________________  ________________________________ 
Chair, Bill Martin     Board Secretary, Jeanie Pehlke 
 
 


