
 

 

RESOLUTION TO RE-ISSUE AND RE-ADOPT THE AMENDED COVID-19 POLICY, 

EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 2, 2021 

 

WHEREAS, to address the many issues affecting both health and safety and teaching and 

learning during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Barrington School Committee (“Committee”) 

adopted a General and Interim Emergency Policy on COVID-19 Related Issues (“COVID-19 

Policy”) on September 3, 2020, to be effective through the end of the 2020-2021 school year; 

WHEREAS, the Committee made certain changes to the COVID-19 Policy by adopting 

an Amended General and Interim Emergency Policy on COVID-19 Related Issues (“Amended 

COVID-19 Policy”), on September 2, 2021, to be effective through the end of the 2021-2022 

school year; 

WHEREAS, the Committee adopted additional amendments to the Amended COVID-19 

Policy on June 16, 2022, retroactive to March 7, 2022, and reissued the Amended COVID-19 

Policy with the same effective date of September 2, 2021 through the conclusion of 2021-2022 

school year, to include the extended school year and summer school, ending in early August 

2022 (“Further Amended COVID-19 Policy”); 

WHEREAS, former Barrington Public Schools teachers Brittany DiOrio, Stephanie 

Hines, and Kerri Thurber (“Plaintiffs”) filed a Complaint in Rhode Island Superior Court on 

November 29, 2021, in which they alleged that the Committee violated the Rhode Island Open 

Meetings Act when it adopted the Amended COVID-19 Policy, and demanded that the Court 

enter an injunction barring enforcement of the Amended COVID-19 Policy and invalidating any 

actions taken pursuant to that Amended COVID-19 Policy; 

WHEREAS, on May 25, 2022, the Rhode Island Superior Court (Associate Justice 

Lanphear), issued a decision in which it found that the Committee violated the Rhode Island 



 

 

Open Meetings Act by not providing sufficiently specific notice when it adopted the Amended 

COVID-19 Policy on September 2, 2021; 

WHEREAS, in that same decision, the Court deferred its decision regarding the 

imposition of any “remedies, damages or sanctions until after the parties had an opportunity to be 

heard,” and then convened for hearing on June 23, 2022, and scheduled another hearing on these 

issues for August 2, 2022; 

 WHEREAS, if the Amended COVID-19 Policy is declared “null and void,” in 

accordance with Plaintiffs’ demand, the Committee seeks to ensure that any and all actions taken 

in reliance on the Amended COVID-19 Policy, in whole or in part, remain in full force and 

effect. 

 THEREFORE, the Committee hereby DECLARES AND RESOLVES that the 

AMENDED COVID-19 POLICY, which the Committee adopted on September 2, 2021, be 

reissued and readopted, with an effective date of September 2, 2021.  The reissuance and 

readoption shall proceed through a First and Second Reading, in accordance with the 

Committee’s Policy Adoption Policy.  

 

Adopted: July 14, 2022  


