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PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME LETTER 

Dear Students, Parents, Guardians, and Community Members,  

  
Education is a gift.  
  
History is filled with stories of triumph and heartbreak, each centered on individuals searching for one thing: 
knowledge. We are fortunate to live in a country that values education so much that we give free, high quality 
schooling to all our children. We know that educated children grow into educated adults, who make better citizens, 
better employees and employers, better spouses and parents, and who ultimately make the entire world a happier, 
better place.  
  
Here in our corner of the world—Perry, Michigan—we are so fortunate to have a wonderful community, a dedicated 
staff, beautiful facilities, advanced technology, and students who are enthusiastic and devoted to their futures. We at 
Perry High School have all the “right” ingredients to work in partnership with parents and guardians to set our 
young Ramblers off toward bright and shining futures after graduation.  
  
Are we perfect at PHS? Absolutely not. No one is, anywhere.  
  
But we care deeply, and we are always refining ourselves and improving ourselves. We are dedicated to making our 
school the best we can be, to teaching students so they learn the most they can possibly learn, so they are safe, 
happy, and ready for what their future careers and lives may bring.  
  
As you read through this academic handbook and examine the many courses available at PHS, please also use the 
tools and advice we offer. Plan for graduation, college and career. Students: while in school, I urge you to take 
advantage of every opportunity, including classes and extracurricular clubs and athletics. Parents/guardians:  
assist your students and let us help you. We here at Perry High School will support and encourage you in any way 
we possibly can.  
  
  
David Myron,  
Principal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Statement of Compliance with Federal Law  
The Perry Board of Education complies with all Federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination  and with all  requirements and 
regulations of the U.S. Department of Education. It is the policy of the Perry Board of Education that no person on the basis of race, color, 
religion, national origin of ancestry, age, sex, marital status or handicap shall be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the 
benefits of, or otherwise be subject to discrimination in any program or activity to which it is responsible or for which it receives financial 
assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.  
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PERRY HIGH SCHOOL MISSION, BELIEFS 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 
Provide quality learning experiences for all students and promote productive citizenship in a global 
society. Every learner will be challenged and inspired every day in a rigorous educational environment.  
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the Perry Public Schools, a community center dedicated to educational  
excellence, is to prepare students for life in the 21st  
century by assuring them the most effective teaching and learning environment. Through multiple 
educational activities, both in the classroom and outside the classroom, PHS will inspire students to 
achieve:  

● Academic excellence  
● A love of lifelong learning  
● Productive citizenship  
● Healthy skills for lifelong success  

 
STATEMENT OF BELIEFS:  

 
We believe:  

● every student can learn  
● education is necessary for developing skills to lead a productive life  
● learning is a continual, life-long process for everyone  
● positive self-esteem enhances learning  
● success builds self-esteem  
● high expectations encourage high achievement  
● learning is enhanced in a safe environment  
● everyone needs to be taught in ways they can learn  
● learners are active participants in the learning process and share in the responsibility of their 

education  
● each individual has inherent, intrinsic value  
● understanding and respecting diverse cultures is necessary for functioning in a global society  
● we are all teachers and models, and we all learn from each other  
● the entire community is responsible and accountable for the education of our students  
● collaboration fosters acceptance and ownership of decisions  
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EXIT OUTCOMES for HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES:  
  
Each student will be prepared with the skills necessary for the college and career, and for life-long 
learning by demonstrating:  

● Proficiency in the academic curriculum, including mathematics, the sciences, social studies, and 
the fine arts.  

● Communication skills (reading, writing, speaking, and listening)  
● The ability to reason well  
● Skills in technology and computer use  
● The ability to use research strategies  
● An openness to new and different ideas  
● The ability to restate others’ opinions, and to both offer and accept constructive criticism  
● Respect for others and skills in cooperation  
● Regular attendance, punctuality, reliability, and self-discipline  

  
Furthermore, each student will be prepared for active participation in a democratic society by 
demonstrating:  

● A knowledge of rights and responsibilities of democratic citizenship  
● A knowledge of the economic systems, governments, religions, and cultures  
● An informed and reasoned commitment to human rights and the equal dignity of all people  

 
PERRY HIGH SCHOOL DAILY STUDENT OBJECTIVES:  

 
Every day, students will hone the skills of:  

● Problem Solving  
● Self Motivation  
● Strong Communication  
● Adaptability / Innovation  
● Resiliency / Learning from Mistakes  
● Courtesy and Respect  

 
CONTACT PHS  

 
We hope this guide will answer all parent and student questions as you plan high school courses for the 
upcoming school year—and for all future years of your education at Perry High School.  
  
If you cannot find the answers you need, or if you would like to have individual help in planning your 
educational program, please contact the Perry High School counselor, Ms. Stephanie Smiley, at 
smileys@perry.k12.mi.us or (517) 625-3104.  
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If you have general questions about Perry High School, please feel free to find information or contact us 
through our website (http://www.perry.k12. mi.us), by email (phs@perry.k12.mi.us), or by calling (517) 
625-3104. We are also always happy to meet with parents/guardians or community members by 
appointment.  
  
You can also stay up to date with PHS by subscribing to our email newsletter (http://eepurl.com/FY-KL), 
by “liking” us on Facebook, and by following us on Google+ or on Twitter (@PHS_Ramblers).  
 

SCHEDULING, GRADUATION & COUNSELING 
 

COURSE REGISTRATION & SCHEDULING  
  
Please note that not every course in this guide is offered each year. Some classes are offered on a rotating 
basis (every other year, for example). Many classes are also offered based upon enrollment: only if 
student registration requests determine enough demand exists for a class. Therefore, it is very important 
that students think carefully about their registration choices in the spring so that the courses they want will 
be available the following year.  
  
Another reason for students and parents to take spring registration very seriously is that students will be 
committed to their schedules. Changing student schedules will be allowed only under exceptional 
circumstances. The schedule requests students make in the spring will determine their fall schedules.  
  
Every effort is made to work with students and parents to determine the most appropriate courses for 
students. Our schedule takes into account student needs, interests, and abilities, as well as student 
requests—so later requests to change schedules by parents and students will be considered only for the 
most compelling reasons, such as:  
  

● Your schedule does not include the courses you need for graduation, and you need these courses 
this year  

● You filled out your course request on time, and you are scheduled for classes that you did not 
request (either as a first choice or as alternates), plus a change can be made to your schedule  

  
Desire to have a common lunch with a friend, to be in the same class with a friend, to have a different 
teacher, preference for a different elective than originally requested, or similar personal preferences will 
not be accepted as reasons for schedule changes.  
  
The intent of the scheduling process is to arrive at a courses schedule that is in the best interests of the  
student, involving both the parent/guardian and the school, and keeping in mind the restrictions of the 
PHS schedule which is set each spring. 
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CAREER & COLLEGE COUNSELING  
  
All school counseling programs will include the following elements: guidance curriculum, individual 
student planning, responsive services, and systems support for the counseling program.  
 
The high school counselor is always available to assist students with academic, career, college, and 
personal questions. Students are encouraged to set realistic yet challenging goals, to make responsible 
decisions, to understand the consequences of their actions, and to learn to self-advocate. Students should 
contact the counselor if they have questions about transitions between schools, class registration, course 
selections, interpretation and use of test results, or graduation requirements.  
 
The counselor offers a wide variety of services, resources, and activities:  

● Visit the middle school during the prior school year to provide a smooth transition from middle 
school to high school  

● Assist students in planning, selecting, and successfully completing middle and high school 
courses and completing high school graduation planning 

● Teach students about the intricacies of college admission, how to develop and sustain study 
habits, and develop personal/social support systems  

● Provide students and families with information about course selection/registration, college 
admissions testing, financial aid, socio-emotional issues, mental health resources  

● Facilitate outreach with community mental health support agencies  
● Monitor students’ academic progress and assist students in developing plans so that they are 

successful in resolving problems so they are successful in school  
● Provide a program to prepare students for an education beyond high school  
● Develop and lead groups with topics ranging from body image, self-esteem, and academic 

improvement  
● Assist students with issues, academic or personal, that are or may be interfering with academic 

performance  
 
Students should visit the high school office to make an appointment with the counselor.  
 
Parents/guardians may contact the Perry High School counselor for information or to make an 
appointment. 

 
 

FULL SCHEDULE REQUIREMENT  
 

Students must enroll in six credit-producing classes. Students may not take any non-credit class such as 
study hall or teacher assistant, and they may not leave for an hour in the day, barring extenuating 
circumstances approved by high school administration.  
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
 

The State of Michigan has established state-wide graduation requirements through the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum (MMC), designed to ensure all students have a solid foundation of core knowledge as well as 
a set of “career and college-readiness” skills, no matter the path they choose after high school. To be 
eligible for a high school diploma in Michigan, students must complete the minimum requirements of the 
MMC, along with any additional requirements of a local Board of Education.  
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PHS GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

English Language Arts 

4 credits 

Freshman English 

Sophomore English 

Junior English  or  AP English Language 

Senior English  or  AP English Literature 

Math 

4 credits 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

Algebra II  or Honors Alg II (or equivalent*) 

1.0 credit of additional math (or math-related courses**) 

Note:  Students must enroll in math course (or math-related 
course**) during final year of high school 

Science 

3 credits 

Biology or ANR Biology 

Class of 2021 & 2022 - Physics 

Class of 2023 & Beyond - .5 Intro Chemistry & .5 Env Science 



9 

Or 1.0 Chemistry & .5 Env Science 

Class of 2021 & 2022 - .5 Intro Chemistry & .5 Env Science 

Class of 2023 & Beyond - 1.0 additional credit of science 

Social Studies 

3 credits 

Global Studies 

American History 

Government  (or first semester of AP Government) 

Economics 

Physical Education 

.5 credit 

Any PE course (or waiver for sports or marching band 
participation) 

Health 

.5 credit 

Health  

Visual, Performing, Applied 
Arts 

1 credit 

Any VPAA courses*** 

World Language 

2 credits of the same language 

Or an equivalent K-12 learning 
experience 

Spanish I 

Spanish II 

  or 1.0 credit of Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

  or 1.0 additional credit of Visual, Performing, Applied Arts 
(VPAA) 



 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION WAIVER  
Participation in PHS extracurricular athletics or marching band allows students to waive the Physical 
Education graduation requirement. Students who compete in two (2) seasons of a sport at Perry High 
School or participate in (4) seasons of PHS marching band shall be allowed to waive the .5 graduation 
requirement for Physical Education.  
  
CREDIT FOR ACCELERATED MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES  
Successful completion of advanced Perry Middle School courses may grant PMS students high school 
credit for select Perry High School courses.  
  
ALGEBRA I:  
Perry Middle School students who successfully complete both semesters of  
PMS Algebra with passing grades (D- or higher), they shall be granted credit for Algebra I at PHS. These 
students shall be allowed to enroll in Geometry during their ninth grade year.  
  
WORLD LANGUAGE:  
Perry Middle School students who successfully complete both semesters of PMS Spanish with passing 
grades (D- or higher) shall be granted credit for Spanish I at PHS. These students shall be allowed to 
enroll in Spanish II at PHS, if they wish.  
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Electives 

4 credits, minimum 

Any courses 

Online Learning Experience Integrated throughout each PHS course, or as a separate 
course 

Total Credits Required:  22 

*Math related courses include any math course, as well as Dual Enrollment courses judged appropriate by 
administration.  

Early College Students:  The final graduation requirement is a math or math related class in the 5th year.  

*** Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts (VPAA) courses include all classes listed in the following sections of 
this book:  Fine Arts;  Business, Management, & Administration; and Career and Technical Education (although 
not Advanced CTE courses, offered off campus).   Additionally, the following course is a VPAA class:  Media 
and Technology 



CREDITS FOR COURSES TAKEN OUTSIDE PERRY PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
There are some instances when students may be granted credit (not necessarily a grade) for learning 
experiences outside the district, provided the learning experiences are within the procedures established 
by the District, which includes meeting Michigan Merit Curriculum standards and alignment with District 
curriculum. Prior approval for credit (not necessarily a grade) must be obtained prior to enrollment and/or 
participation in the outside learning experience in order to be eligible for consideration of high school 
credit on the Perry Public Schools transcript. Should the proposal be approved, students must have been 
and continue to be fully scheduled in Perry High School, taking the maximum credits offered during the 
regular school day. Students may not drop a PHS course and/or shorten their schedule in order to have a 
learning experience outside the regular program. No more than one course in each of the graduation 
requirement areas in a student’s high school career may be applied to the Perry School District high 
school transcript.  
 
PERSONAL CURRICULUM OPPORTUNITIES  
If a student and his/her parent/guardian chooses to increase the academic rigor of the education path 
offered at PHS, graduation requirements may be personalized in multiple manners. By developing a 
Personal Curriculum, students can tailor their education to their career and college goals, such as by:  

● Enrolling in greater than the required math, science, English language arts, or World Language 
courses, thus opting to replace certain graduation requirements (such as Health or physical 
education) with more advanced courses (such as an Advanced Placement classes).  

● Substituting a credit of Career and Technical Education (CTE) for a required elective in social 
studies, health, physical education, or visual, performing, and applied arts.  

● Adjusting graduation requirements or course content requirements to best meet the needs of some 
special education students’ Individual Educational Plans (IEPs).  

More information on Personal Curriculums is available by contacting the counselor.  
 
TESTING-OUT OF COURSES  
A student who exhibits mastery of a course by “testing out” may receive credit. Students must declare 
their interest by signing up in the high school office the prior spring during the publicized registration 
window. Students who do not register will not be allowed to test out that year. The testing out day at PHS 
is set for late August. Please see the counselor for more information. Test out credit is a "pass" grade and 
is not included in the computation of the student's grade point average for any purpose, although the credit 
shall apply equally to all students and may be counted toward graduation. Students who fail a course may 
NOT later test out of that same course.Once credit is earned under this policy section, a student may not 
receive credit thereafter for a course that is lower in the course sequence of the same subject area. 
 
EARLY GRADUATION  
Early graduation from high school is appropriate for some accelerated students. All graduation 
requirements must be met by the student. Plans for early graduation must be made cooperatively between 
the student, parent(s), and school. Any student contemplating early graduation must initiate a request and 
complete a plan with the counselor. The plan will then be submitted for approval to the principal. This 
must be submitted, at the latest, prior to spring registration during the year before the student plans to 
graduate early.  

11 



 
GRADUATION HONORS  
Upon graduation, academically successful twelfth graders (only) may earn many the following honors:  

● Summa cum laude (with highest distinction): all graduating seniors with GPAs of 4.000 or higher  
● Magna cum laude (with great distinction): all graduating seniors with GPAs between 3.700 - 

3.990  
● Cum laude (with distinction): all graduating seniors with GPAs between 3.500 - 3.690 
● Academic Award: all students maintaining GPAs of 3.670 for the previous two semesters.  
● Top Ten.  The ten students (plus any ties) with the highest cumulative GPA. 

 
GRADING POLICIES 

● The final semester grade determines the student’s GPA and awarding of graduation credit. 
● The Semester grade calculation = Marking period 1 + Marking period 2 + Semester Exam 

○ Exams can be worth up to 20% of the final grade. 
○ Marking period grades must be of equal weight. 

● For courses that are not taught by PHS staff, the grading rubric is determined by the instructor 
and PHS will report the final semester course grade on the transcript. Examples include: Baker 
College, Lansing Community College, Mott Community College, Michigan Virtual University 
(MVU), and Edgenuity Online.  

   
  
HIGH SCHOOL AND BEYOND PLANNING  
Each Perry High School student will design and document their post-high school plan through an 
Educational Development Plan (EDP) process. This important part of the Perry High School experience 
assists students in determining the next steps in their lives, beyond high school. The EDP will be 
reviewed and revised throughout students’ high school careers.  
  
RESOURCES AND SUPPORT  
 
The following resources and supports are offered at Perry High School:  
 
ADVISORY – All students at PHS are scheduled an “Advisory” with a teacher, which meets every 
Thursday.  The Advisory teacher is the student and parent’s “connection” for their high school 
experience.  Grades and wellbeing are checked in this classroom, and if issues arise the student should 
feel comfortable speaking with their Advisory teacher.  “Soft skills” such as interviewing are taught 
during Advisory.  
  
7TH HOUR STUDY HELP – A 90-minute study hall is available in the PHS media center, after school 
from 3:00 – 4:30, every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. A PHS staff member is 
available to help students with questions, as well as teachers who intermittently stop to help, and National 
Honor Students (NHS) students and student mentors regularly volunteer to tutor students. Wi-fi and 
computers are available. Students may stay for as long as they like, but must sign in and out.  
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FRESHMAN MENTORING AND SUPPORT– All freshmen at PHS receive an upperclassman mentor 
who helps them both academically and socially for the entire year. Mentors are hand-selected by the 
Freshman Support Team—a group of freshman-level teachers who track and monitor freshman the entire 
year. Freshman mentors meet during Excel, 7th hour, before school, or at other appropriate times in order 
to make sure that our newest PHS Ramblers are performing well in classes and are feeling fully a part of 
our high school family.  
  
ONLINE CALENDARS – All teachers at PHS maintain online calendars so parents/guardians, students, 
and community members can track what occurs in class each and every day, so homework assignments 
are never missed, and so discussions in homes about school are more meaningful. Students subscribe to 
calendars on their digital devices. These calendars can be accessed on our webpage at 
http://www/perry.k12.mi.us under the Perry High School page.  
  
SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES – PHS offers a number of supports for special education students, 
including classes taught by both regular and special education teachers, as well as classes for students 
with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) to support their academic success. Every IEP student is 
assigned a caseload provider who works with them and their family one-on-one for all four years of their 
high school education to assure both that their educational goals are met, as well as their plans beyond 
high school are within their reach. Caseload providers also coordinate with outside agencies. Course work 
is offered in reading, math, work-study, and other related areas, and includes access to regular education 
curriculum.  
  
SUCCESS ACADEMY – An alternate learning environment for students with special circumstances, the 
PHS Success Academy is a program that teaches students differently. Students learn in a blended learning 
environment separate from the high school, in which their mentor/teacher guides them through their 
program and affords them more independence, as well as more responsibility. Students earn credit both 
through work study and academic programs, and modified schedules. Space is limited, and students must 
apply for admittance.  
 
COLLEGE CREDIT / COLLEGE OPTIONS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT (AP)  
All students are encouraged to seriously consider enrollment in one or more AP courses during 10th, 11th 
and 12th grades. Advanced Placement courses are college-level courses offered in high school and 
overseen by the national College Board organization. AP courses include extensive reading, writing, and 
advanced thought. Additionally, students in AP courses may earn college credit if they perform well on 
rigorous AP tests that the school administers each spring. Exams are offered in May; students enrolled in 
AP level courses are encouraged to take the exam. The fee for each exam is determined by the 
Educational Testing Service (ETS). Ask the counselor or a teacher for assistance in selecting AP courses 
that best suit your future career and college plans. Additional information about the AP programs offered 
at Perry High School is found in the course descriptions.  
  
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION  
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Perry High School offers Career and Technical Education (CTE) both within the school and through 
partnerships with other schools and colleges. CTE courses taught by Perry High School teachers are listed 
in the CTE section of this guide, and are taught on the PHS campus by our staff. Aside from granting 
valuable skills for careers and for life, successful completion of many of these courses—due to 
articulation agreements with local colleges—grant credit at local community colleges. Other CTE 
courses, listed in the “Advanced” CTE section of this guide, are offered to juniors and seniors off-campus 
college classes at Baker College of Owosso, which grant both college and high school credit. These 
advanced courses are offered free of charge, but do have entry prerequisites listed under each course.  
  
 
DUAL ENROLLMENT  
Students have the opportunity to enroll in courses at local colleges to simultaneously earn both college 
and high school credit. Qualifying juniors and seniors are eligible for tuition reimbursement up to the 
approved cap, based on the state formula (books and materials are not included). Each college has their 
own entrance requirements, including test scores and attendance. These requirements cannot be altered by 
the PHS administration. If students plan to take a course on a college campus, they must provide their 
own transportation, although options for online college courses may also be available, which may be 
taken without leaving the PHS campus. Interested students or parents should contact the counselor.  
  
EARLY COLLEGE  
In the Perry High School Early College program, students earn one year of college credit after their 
twelfth grade—completely free of charge. Students may enroll in Lansing Community College, Mott 
Community College or Baker College. They may begin by taking classes their junior year. Students must 
meet entry and enrollment qualifications, and apply Spring Semester of their Sophomore year. Students 
participate in all graduation and senior exercises. Many college classes are online/blended learning, and 
students do not report to PHS during their 13th year of education. Beginning with the class of 2018, all 
Early College students are required to take a math course or math related experience in their 5th year as a 
graduation requirement. Interested students or parents should contact the counselor.  
 
FOUR YEAR EDUCATIONAL PLAN STUDENTS: 
On the following page is an important worksheet to help you plan the courses you will take in high 
school. Please be aware that your post-high school plans for college, employment, or career training may 
require courses beyond the graduation requirements. Also, if you plan to finish your high school program 
with some Advanced Placement or advanced-level vocational courses, you need to register for the 
necessary prerequisite classes during 9th, 10th, and 11th grade.  
  
It’s your future, so plan carefully!  
  
You are strongly encouraged to complete your graduation requirements in the years indicated on the 
planning worksheet. Use the descriptions in this course guide to help you decide which courses to take in 
each subject area.  
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PHS FOUR YEAR COURSE PLANNING 

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

  

English 

Freshman English 

  

English 

Sophomore English 

English 

Junior English 

OR 

AP English Language 

English 

Senior English 

OR 

AP English Literature 

  

Mathematics 
Algebra I 

OR 
Geometry 

  

Mathematics 
Geometry 

OR 
Algebra II/Hon Alg II 

  

Mathematics 
Algebra II/Hon Alg II 

OR 
Advanced Math OR 

Pre-Calculus 

Mathematics 
Advanced Math OR 

Pre-Calculus 
OR 

AP Calculus 
OR 

Consumers Math classes 
OR 

other “math related” 
course(s) 

  
Social Studies 

  
Global Studies 

  
Social Studies 

  
American History 

  
Social Studies 

Government + Economics 
OR 

AP Government 
(since 1 full year, must also 
take Economics this year or 

next) 

 Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters 

______________________  

  

_______________________ 
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Science 

  

Biology 

OR 

ANR Biology (for FFA 

students) 

  
Science 

  
Physics 

(Class of 2021 & 2022) 
 

.5 Intro Chemistry/.5 
Environmental Science 

(Class of 2023 & Beyond) 

Science 
Chemistry 

+ 
Environmental Science 
(Class 2021 & 2022) 

  
Any 1.0 Credit Science 

(Class of 2023 & Beyond) 

  

  
Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters 

  
  

_______________________ 
  
  

_______________________ 

  

World Language may be completed any time, 
grades K-12 

  
Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters 

  
_______________________ 

  
  
  

______________________ 
  

  
Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters 

  
_______________________ 

  
  
 

_______________________ 
  

World Language 
Spanish I 

[Note: This may have been 
completed in middle school] 

OR 
Spanish II 

OR options listed to right 

World Language 
Spanish II 

OR 
1 year or 2 semesters of CTE 

classes 
OR 

1 year or 2 semesters of 
VPAA classes (in addition to 

required) 

  
Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters 

  
_______________________ 

  
  
  

_______________________ 
  

  
Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters 

  
_______________________ 

  
  
  

_______________________ 
  

  
Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters 

  
_______________________ 

  
  
  

_______________________ 
  

  
Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters 

  
_______________________ 

  
  
  

_______________________ 
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In addition to the above grid, at any time before graduation PHS students must: 

●       Complete 2 semesters of Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts (VPAA) 

●       Complete 1 semester of Health 

●       Complete 1 semester of Physical Education OR  earn a PE waiver (due to four seasons of 
marching band or two seasons of PHS athletic participation) 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Perry High School 
Course Catalog 
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AGRISCIENCE 

 
ADVANCED BOTANY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ZOOLOGY AND  
ANR BIOLOGY  
This course specializes in areas of advanced plant science and related topics. Topics—recognized by the State of 
Michigan’s Agriscience curriculum— include students exploring areas related to agricultural marketing, such as 
futures markets, hydroponics, and landscaping. Students will also learn areas of agricultural mechanics. The 
participation and involvement of students in the FFA is a vital portion of this course.  
  
AGRICULTURAL & NATURAL RESOURCES (ANR) BIOLOGY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: BIOLOGY PREREQUISITE: 9TH GRADE STANDING  
This course covers the study of living organisms. Topics include cell types, cellular growth, biochemical processes, 
genetics, cell theory, cell reproduction, and ecology. The foundation of this will include Michigan Agriscience 
Standards and the Next Generation Science Standards. Students raise plants within a greenhouse setting, create 
ecosystems in bottles, learn the operation of tractors, create cell analogies and “perfect child” projects The 
participation and involvement of students in the FFA is a vital portion of this course: students learn the FFA creed 
and FFA history, and earn their Greenhand degrees.  
 
ADVANCED ZOOLOGY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ZOOLOGY AND ANR BIOLOGY  
 This course specializes in areas of advanced animal science and related topics. Topics, recognized by the State of 
Michigan’s Agriscience curriculum, include students exploring areas of management for an agribusiness, and 
aquaculture. Also, students will learn some areas of agricultural mechanics. The participation and involvement of 
students in the FFA is a vital portion of this course.  
  
PERSONAL LEADERSHIP  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ANR BIOLOGY  
Personal Leadership is an Agriscience elective course for students who want to learn and improve leadership skills, 
specifically through participation and involvement in the FFA. This course is designed to give a student tools that 
they can use throughout their lives, as well as to improve character and personal leadership. Involvement in the FFA 
is a vital portion of this course, particularly in FFA leadership activities and contests. Recommended for all 
Agriscience/FFA students.  
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ZOOLOGY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ANR BIOLOGY 
This course is designed to use agriculture and natural resources as a teaching tool. Topics included in this course are 
animal nutrition, health, and management. Students are involved with raising and caring for broiler chickens and 
swine as class projects, as well as learning the intricacies of agribusiness management. The participation and 
involvement of students in the FFA is a vital portion of this course, including earning FFA Chapter degrees if dues 
are paid.  
 
iCEV Certification Courses 
LENGTH/cREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT 
PREREQUISITE: TEACHER PERMISSION 
Agriscience independent study courses are available to junior and senior students who are unable to fit 
their designated agriscience course in their class schedule. Students will complete an entire curriculum 
plan for a student certification program through iCEV Online within one semester. The course work is 
mapped out by week for the students to complete with unit quizzes to check for understanding. At the 
completion of the course, students will take the certification exam. If passed with an 80% or higher, the 
student will receive an industry certification aligned with the course.  
Each course has a partnership with an accredited industry/association who recognize the educational 
content students receive through these programs. Numerous industry and university professionals have 
supported the program and the preparation it provides for students to enter the industry. Students must see 
the teacher for permission, a full course list and selection of course.  
 

FINE ARTS 
ADVANCED CERAMICS  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF 
CERAMICS  
This course, designed to follow Ceramics, teaches students to craft ceramic projects requiring advanced methods in 
clay design, construction (including wheel throwing), and glazing. Students will also be granted opportunities to 
design and craft alternate, advanced assignments, of their choosing, in clay.  
  
ADVANCED DRAWING & PAINTING  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE: DRAWING & PAINTING  
This course will include deeper and more extensive exploration of drawing and painting disciplines. Major topics of 
study include drawing, color theory, watercolor, pastels, acrylics, and more. Students will produce a portfolio of 
work and have the opportunity to enter pieces of art into various competitions including Scholastics.  
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ADVANCED 3D DESIGN  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF 
CERAMICS  
This course, designed to follow 3D Design.  Students refine and apply skills and ideas they developed throughout 
the beginning course. Students will create dimensional projects requiring advanced methods in a variety of different 
media. Students will also be granted opportunities to design and craft alternate, advanced assignments, of their 
choosing.  
  
ART APPRECIATION AND HISTORY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This class is designed for students to understand the history of the art world from an academic perspective, with a 
lesser focus on artistic creation. While students in this class should expect to produce their own art inspired by 
historical artists and movements, the focus of this class will be on the history of art and how it affects and is affected 
by culture.  
  
3D DESIGN 
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF INTRO TO ART 
 
3D Design is a semester designed to instruct beginning art students’ in three dimensional techniques, 
materials and tools. Students will become familiar with the principles and elements of design while 
completing a variety of assigned projects and experimenting with different media and processes. In 
addition to art production, students will be introduced to art history, art careers, and art criticism. 
 
CERAMICS  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF INTRO TO ART  
This course is an introduction to artistic expression using the medium of clay. The student will learn about the 
historical significance of clay and the role it has played in the expression of cultures throughout the world. Students 
will use traditional hand-building techniques to create functional forms such as mugs, bowls, vases, boxes, and wall 
pieces. Students will learn how the kiln works, how to use slip, under glazes, and glazes.  
  
 
DRAWING AND PAINTING  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA  
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PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF INTRO TO ART  
In this course students will work in two-dimensional media. Major topics of study may include drawing, color 
theory, watercolor, pastels, acrylics, calligraphy, and more. The student will learn to analyze and critique their work 
and study the work of famous artists.  
  
GRAPHIC DESIGN  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE: INTRO TO ART  
 This course is designed to examine commercial art and the way that the arts touch people’s everyday lives. From 
advertisements, to posters, to logos, to typeface, students in this class explore, design, and create multiple, vibrant 
commercial graphics. This class is especially recommended for students who are looking to choose art as a career, as 
graphic design is one of the most marketable art careers of the 21st century.  
  
INTRODUCTION TO ART  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course is an introduction to all the major elements of art and the principles of artistic design. Topics explored 
span both two and three dimensional art forms, including drawing, painting, sculpture and ceramics.  
  
MIXED MEDIA  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE: NONE  
In this course students will explore a wide variety of artistic media, mainly through collage, printmaking, fibers, and 
painting. Students will learn to layer, recontextualize, and combine materials while creating meaningful works of art. 
A sketchbook of ideas will be kept throughout the course.  
  
PHOTOGRAPHY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course is about “making great pictures.” Students master the basics of photography, including how a good 
photograph is constructed, taken, and manipulated with digital programs. Student projects include photographing 
landscapes, wildlife, people, special occasions, and daily life. Other important topics include background and 
perspective, framing and layering, research and preparation, choosing the right image, and telling a story with 
pictures.  
  
STUDIO ART  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA  
PREREQUISITE: 11TH OR 12TH GRADE STANDING; SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF FOUR (4) 
SEMESTERS OF ART CLASSES;  
TEACHER APPROVAL    
In this independently-directed option, under the guidance of the art instructor, the student explores various media in 
order to gain an in-depth understanding of the artistic process. Near the end of the semester, the student arranges a 
display of his/her work. This exhibition can be in a local business or at school. Studio Art students also enter their 
work in Scholastic Art Awards, The Shiawassee Art Exhibit and Competition, and other competitions. The student 
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has the option of taking Studio Art for ½ credit (one class hour) or 1 credit (two consecutive class periods), and 
students may be approved to enroll for multiple semesters. This class is offered during any art class(es). semester. It 
includes participation in acting  
 
 
DRAMA  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA  
PREREQUISITE: NONE LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT 
This course is designed as an introductory course in theatre arts. This class may be taken in multiple semesters, as 
course content will be fresh each semester. It includes participation in acting exercises and performances. Daily 
participation and attendance are a major portion of the class grade. Textbooks used are Exploring Theatre and Play 
Production Today. 
 
ADVANCED DRAMA: ACTING, STAGECRAFT, & DIRECTING  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF DRAMA  
This course is designed for the student who has successfully completed one semester of Drama. This class may be 
taken in multiple semesters, as course content will be fresh each semester. Students will be encouraged to take 
leadership roles. An emphasis is placed on rehearsal process, technical leadership, theatre management, and 
performance. Daily participation and attendance are a major portion of the class grade. Textbooks used are 
Exploring Theatre and Play Production Today.  
 
SPEECH & FORENSICS  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE:  
NONE  
Designed to help students improve communication skills as individuals and as group members, this class will teach 
students the essential of public communication as a formal and informal art. Individual speeches such as persuasive, 
informative, impromptu, and oral interpretation will be practiced. Participation in several speech situations (with 
audiences) will be required.  
  
MUSIC:  
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC (BAND)  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE:  
TEACHER APPROVAL  
High School Band is a year-long class. During the first semester, band members prepare for and participate in the 
Perry High School Rambler Marching Band, which performs at multiple venues: all home football games, the 
Homecoming Parade, MSBOA District V Marching Band Festival, the Veteran’s Day Parade, the Memorial Day 
Parade (which occurs in May), the Pops Concert, and various other functions throughout the year. Also, in an effort 
to prepare for the marching season, the Marching Band travels to Band Camp each year— usually during the 1st 
week of August. (Note: This camp is not a requirement for enrollment, but is critical in helping the student succeed 
during marching season.) Outside of the school day, Monday Night Rehearsals run from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
throughout the marching season and may be necessary from time to time during the concert season.  
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Following the conclusion of marching season, the band prepares for concert season. Performances include the 
Christmas Concert, Pre-festival Concert, MSBOA District V Band and Orchestra Festival, the Spring Concert, 
Graduation Commencement, and various other functions throughout the year. Students may also volunteer for the 
Pep Band (at home basketball games), the Shiawassee County High School Honors Band, MSBOA District V Solo 
and Ensemble Festival, and other optional opportunities that may arise.  
The primary focus of the course is to develop in the student a love for music in general, an appreciation of all genres 
of music, and the necessary listening and performance skills needed to become an accomplished musician. In 
addition to performing, the student will also be exposed to music history and music theory.  
  
Prerequisites: None, although students must enroll for the duration of one full year. To enroll, students must have 
been enrolled in Band during the previous year or have teacher approval. Note that all performances and after-hour 
rehearsals are graded requirements of this course.  
 
VOCAL MUSIC (CHOIR)  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE / VPAA PREREQUISITE:  
TEACHER APPROVAL  
This course involves the study and performance of vocal music from a variety of time periods and genres. Students 
will learn to read music and perform both as a group and independently. This may be accomplished with the entire 
choir, as well as, solos and small ensembles. The Choir performs multiple times throughout the year. A calendar of 
performances are created in the spring prior to the following school year. These performances are mandatory and 
part of the guidelines and expectations stated in the Perry Vocal Music Education Handbook.  
 The primary focus of this course is to develop in the student a love for music in general, an appreciation of all 
genres of music, and the necessary listening and performance skills needed to become an accomplished 
vocalist/musician. In addition to performing, the student will also be exposed to music history and music theory.  
Prerequisites: None, although students must enroll for the duration of one full year. To enroll, students must have 
been enrolled in Choir during the previous year or have teacher approval. Note that all performances and after-hour 
rehearsals are graded requirements of this course.  
 

WORLD LANGUAGES 
 
SPANISH I  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: WORLD LANGUAGE PREREQUISITE: NONE 
Spanish is spoken around the world. Here in the U.S., it is the second most commonly spoken language. This class 
offers students an introduction to the language and cultures of Spanish-speaking peoples. The goal is to introduce 
students to the tools that they will need to carry on a basic conversation, to read, and to write in Spanish. Topics 
include: an introduction to learning a new language, alphabet, numbers, emotions, physical descriptions, age, 
countries, classroom/classes, getting to know someone, discussing family and friends, colors, clothes, food, time, 
weather, dates, hobbies, describing life at PHS, talking about their likes/dislikes, and Spanish-speaking 
holidays/customs. 
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SPANISH II  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: WORLD LANGUAGE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF SPANISH  I, OR THE PERRY MIDDLE 
SCHOOL SPANISH PROFICIENCY STANDARDS.  
Spanish level two is designed for students who are serious about improving their Spanish language skills through 
more advanced reading, writing, listening and speaking activities. Through hard work and dedication, students will 
impress themselves with how much they learn. The focus will be on meaningful communication about students’ 
lives and the world around them. Topics include: review of level one material, city/country, jobs, future plans, 
wishes/desires, body parts, daily routine, transportation, pets/animals, past events, colloquial expressions and more 
about culture. listening and speaking activities. Through hard work and dedication, students will impress themselves 
with how much they learn. The focus will be on meaningful communication about students’ lives and the world 
around them. Topics include: review of level one material, additional verb tenses, which include: the imperfect, 
city/country, jobs, future plans, wishes/desires, body parts, daily routine, transportation, pets/animals, past events, 
colloquial expressions and more about culture. 
  
SPANISH III  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF SPANISH  II WITH  
A GRADE OF “C” OR BETTER, OR TEACHER APPROVAL   
Spanish level three allows motivated and interested students the opportunity to increase communicative 
competences in Spanish. Students will be expected to apply previous knowledge of the language to written and oral 
communication opportunities. Topics include: reviews of levels one and two, travel transportation, careers, 
comparisons of verbs and their uses, as well as comparisons of verb tenses and their uses. Students will be able to 
speak using the future tense. Further development of vocabulary and grammar will be emphasized in addition to 
further introduction to cultural aspects of the countries in which the language is spoken. 
 
SPANISH IV  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
WITH A GRADE OF “C” OR BETTER, OR TEACHER APPROVAL  
 PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF SPANISH III  
Spanish level four allows extremely motivated and interested students the opportunity to further explore the 
language and to further their proficiency in use of the language. Students will be expected to apply previous 
knowledge and will strengthen their use of this previous knowledge. Students will review levels one, two, and three; 
however, emphasis will be on adding to previous knowledge and communication skills. In addition to further 
exploration of the various verb tenses and additional vocabulary acquisition, students will study the subjunctive 
mood.. In addition to further subjunctive mood. All of these units will be in exploration of the various verb tenses 
and additional Spanish.  
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
HEALTH  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: HEALTH PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course educates students on healthy living and the various choices that impact human health. By the end of the 
course, students will be able to use their knowledge to live happier, healthier lives. Topics include nutrition and 
physical activity, the effects of alcohol and other drugs on the human body, plus social and emotional health. Also, 
an abstinence- based course designed to encourage responsible sexual behavior will be presented, including correct 
terms for anatomical parts of the reproductive system and a definition of responsible sexual behavior.  
  
SPORTS AND RECREATION  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This physical education course emphasizes participation in sport and leisure activities. Enjoyment, recreation, and 
exercise are primary goals. Course units include learning basic rules, strategies, and enjoyment of physical activities. 
Sports include softball, badminton, basketball, flag football, soccer, and volleyball. Students are assessed by written 
tests, plus through a demonstration of fundamental activity skills and knowledge. Dependability, good 
sportsmanship, fair play, cooperation, as well as mutual respect and treatment of fellow students and 
equipment/facilities is stressed. Due to the rotating curriculum, students may enroll in the course over multiple 
semesters.  
  
STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: PHYSICAL EDUCATION PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course is not a body building course, but a total body strength training class. Students will improve their 
strength and muscular endurance, plus train to improve their speed and agility, using both weights and resistance 
training. Physical activities will be comprehensive and applicable to any general physical fitness or sporting activity. 
The student will be able to take what he/she has learned and transfer it to his/her personal goals in health, fitness, or 
recreational/competitive sports. This course is intended for students of all fitness levels, and both males and females. 
Proper technique and weight room safety will be stressed. The course is designed to foster in all students the skills in 
and enjoyment of lifelong fitness activities. Students may enroll in the course over multiple semesters.  
 
PERSONAL  FITNESS  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
PREREQUISITE: NONE  
The goal of this course is to improve students’ general fitness through various aerobic exercises and resistance 
training. A minimum of thirty minutes of aerobic activity (running/walking) will be the focus most days per week, 
with strength training included. Nutrition education is also a primary element of the course. Students each set goals 
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and work consistently throughout the semester to reach them, such as improving body mass index (BMI) or 
completing a timed 5000 meter run by the end of the course. Because goals are personalized, the course fits students 
of all experience and exercise levels, and it may be taken over multiple semesters.  
 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
FRESHMAN ENGLISH  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: LANGUAGE ARTS PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course begins with launching a writer’s notebook to help them write personal narratives. They also select an 
appropriate novel for independent reading. Students practice skills in narrative reading and write a literary essay 
based on a classic American novel. In the second semester, the focus is on writing and reading nonfiction. Students 
study the basics of argumentation and learn about writing an argument. They also practice informational reading and 
write an informational essay. This course follows the MAISA Model Curriculum for English Language Arts adopted 
by the State of Michigan, which includes all Common Core State Standard (CCSS) and Michigan Benchmarks for 
English.  
  
SOPHOMORE ENGLISH  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: LANGUAGE ARTS  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF FRESHMAN ENGLISH  
This course begins with launching a writer’s notebook, which emphasizes poetry. Students focus on selecting an 
appropriate non-fiction memoir or autobiography for independent reading. The remainder of first semester is spent 
on the basics of argumentation and narrative reading, with an emphasis on world literature and the “Hero’s 
Journey.” In the second semester, topics include learning to write informational and literary essays, as well as a unit 
on informational reading. This course follows the MAISA Model Curriculum for English Language Arts adopted by 
the State of Michigan, which includes all Common Core State Standard (CCSS) and Michigan Benchmarks for 
English.  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Freshman English  
 
JUNIOR ENGLISH  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: LANGUAGE ARTS  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF SOPHOMORE ENGLISH  
This course begins with launching a writer’s notebook, which focuses on the creation of personal narratives. 
Students choose an appropriate, grade level nonfiction novel for independent reading. Students focus on satire 
within the scope of a fiction novel for narrative reading. Students study genre specific writing in a literary essay. In 
the second semester, students study the basics of argumentation, then historical context in informational reading, 
which further leads to the writing component in an information essay. Finally, students write argumentatively. This 
course follows the MAISA Model Curriculum for English Language Arts adopted by the State of  
Michigan, which includes all Common Core State Standard (CCSS) and Michigan Benchmarks for English.  
  
SENIOR ENGLISH  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: LANGUAGE ARTS  
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PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF JUNIOR ENGLISH OR AP ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION  
This course begins with launching a writer’s notebook, which is designed to provide students with the vital 
opportunity of seeing themselves as capable thinkers and decision-makers. Independent reading develops reading, 
writing, and thinking skills. A narrative reading unit requires students to apply their understanding of narrative 
concepts to express strategic and extended thinking in a genre. Informational reading focuses on the multi-draft 
reading of a variety of informational texts and connected literature relating to social problems. Writing an 
informational essay teaches students to become more flexible in their writing and thinking. This course follows the 
MAISA Model Curriculum for English Language Arts adopted by the State of Michigan, which includes all 
Common Core State Standard (CCSS) and Michigan Benchmarks for English.  
  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: LANGUAGE ARTS PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF 
SOPHOMORE ENGLISH  
This course is the equivalent of a college-level composition class, emphasizing close reading and analysis of 
nonfiction works. Essay and analytical writing are major components of the class, as is discussing and presenting. 
Students will understand the basics of rhetoric, from classical times to the present day, and learn to independently 
read, write, and discuss common themes of argumentation in a mature, academic manner. The course prepares 
students for the AP Exam in May, which involves three timed essays and a multiple choice test. The standards and 
goals for this course are guided by the College Board requirements, and Perry High School has been authorized by 
the national College Board to use the AP designation for this course due to its rigorous content and teaching 
standards. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Sophomore English 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) ENGLISH LITERATURE  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: LANGUAGE ARTS  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF JUNIOR ENGLISH  
OR AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
This course is designed to introduce academic seniors to college-level analysis, discussion, and comprehension of 
literature. This class is equivalent to an introductory year of college literature, for in addition to the rigorous 
schedule of readings the course also stresses the skills necessary to read critically, think clearly, and write in a 
mature, concise, academic manner. Each semester also includes oral presentations, timed writings, Socratic 
seminars, and extended essays. The course prepares students for the AP Exam in May, which involves three timed 
essays and a multiple choice test and could grant college credit. The standards and goals for this course are guided 
by the national College Board requirements, and Perry High School has been authorized by the College Board to use 
the AP designation for this course due to its rigorous content and teaching standards. 
 

ELECTIVE COURSES:  
The following elective courses grant credit, which apply toward the total number of credits required for 
high school graduation.  
 
CREATIVE WRITING  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
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In this course, students will read from several genres of creative writing including poetry, short stories, and other 
narratives. These models will provide the foundation that students will use to create their own original works. All 
aspects of the writing process will be emphasized. Ultimately, students will complete a creative writing portfolio 
that will contain their best work from several genres—from poetry and fiction to journals, news articles, and letters.  
 
FILM AS LITERATURE  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
Film as Literature is a one semester course that allows students to view, think critically, and write about films, 
examining literary techniques from a number of iconic movie genres (western, mystery, action, etc.). Students will 
identify major story elements such as plot, motif, symbols, and theme from each film, and analyze these for their 
literary significance. Through writing and discussion, students also hone their critical thinking and literacy skills.  
 
SHAKESPEARE  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: NONE 
Why have Shakespeare’s plays and poems been loved by millions of people for over four hundred years? Not just 
scholars, but everyday people (housewives, children, miners—everyone) once loved plays like “Macbeth” and 
“Othello” and “Much Ado About Nothing.” Yet in America today, he is seen as stuffy and a bore. This course aims 
to change that. It provides experiences to inspire appreciation and enthusiasm for Shakespeare, for all students. The 
content and instruction intends to make the writings of Shakespeare interesting by emphasizing the most enjoyable 
and relevant aspects of his tragedies, comedies, histories, and poetry. The course will utilize hands-on projects, 
digital and visual adaptations, interpretation, close reading, and multiple discussion styles.  
  
THEATER  HISTORY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE   
This course traces the history of stage from Sophocles through modern Tony-award winning plays and musicals, 
such as Les Miserables. Designed for the student who has an interest in theatre, arts, or history, this course will 
emphasize both the entertainment value of the stage, as well as trace the historical and literary aspects of theatrical 
productions through the ages. Students will view, read, and evaluate many different plays of many types and from 
various eras. Following appropriate guidelines for research in theatrical eras, students may create written and oral 
presentations, write papers, or participate in project-based learning. Prerequisite: None 
 

 
MATHEMATICS 

 
ALGEBRA I  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: MATH PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course is a study of algebraic ideas including addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division in algebra. 
Students will also become proficient in graphing and solving linear sentences; graphing and solving nonlinear 
sentences; exponents; polynomials; factoring; and functions. Students will also be exposed to further topics such as 
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data analysis, and probability. This course follows the MAISA Model Curriculum for Mathematics adopted by the 
State of Michigan, which includes all Common Core State Standard (CCSS) and Michigan Benchmarks for Math.  
 
 
 
GEOMETRY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: MATH  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ALGEBRA I,  
EITHER IN THE HIGH SCHOOL OR MIDDLE SCHOOL  
This course instructs students in basic geometry, the study of sets of points in space. Because geometry is such a 
visual branch of math, many lessons instruct using drawings in addition to definitions and theorems. Major topics 
include the language of geometry and transformational geometry. Students also learn calculation of circles, triangles 
(and right triangle trigonometry), quadrilaterals and other polygons. Modeling of three dimensional figures will also 
be practiced. This course follows the MAISA Model Curriculum for Mathematics adopted by the State of Michigan, 
which includes all Common Core State Standard (CCSS) and Michigan Benchmarks for Math. Prerequisite: 
Successful completion of Algebra I, either in the high school or middle school. 
  
ALGEBRA II/HONORS ALGEBRA II 
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: MATH  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF GEOMETRY  
This course includes study of advanced algebraic topics including univariate data, matrices and vectors, as well as 
exponentials and logarithms. Students also become familiar with and proficient using rational functions, sequences 
and series, quadratic relations and conics. Trigonometric functions and probability are also studied in the course. 
This course follows the MAISA Model Curriculum for Mathematics adopted by the State of Michigan, which 
includes all Common Core State Standard (CCSS) and Michigan Benchmarks for Math.Students may select the 
Honors section for more in depth and challenging learning.  
  
HONORS ALGEBRA II 
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT 
CREDIT CATEGORY: MATH 
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF GEOMETRY 
Honors Algebra II provides advanced algebraic concepts through the study of univariate data, matrices and vectors, 
exponentials and logarithms, rational functions, sequences and series, quadratic relations and conics, trigonometric 
functions, and probability.  This course is designed to provide the student with a higher-level challenge while 
proceeding at a faster pace and studying more material than our Algebra II course. 
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry 
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ADVANCED MATH  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: MATH  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ALGEBRA II OR HONORS ALG II 
This course integrates statistical and algebraic concepts with an early preview of calculus. The prime topics of study 
include work with functions and intuitive notions of limits. Graphing calculators are used in plotting functions, 
analyzing data, and simulation experiments. This course follows the MAISA Model Curriculum for Mathematics 
adopted by the State of Michigan, which includes all Common Core State Standard (CCSS) and Michigan 
Benchmarks for Math. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra II  
 
PRE-CALCULUS AND DISCRETE MATH  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: MATH  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ALGEBRA II, HONORS ALG II OR 
ADVANCED MATH  
This course involves the analysis of functions, notions of limits, and analytic geometry. Discrete math 
instruction--integrated throughout the course-includes format logic, properties of integers, mathematical induction, 
sequences, combinations, and graph theory. Students also become proficient in the study of rational numbers and 
functions, trigonometric identities and equations, as well as advanced topics such as polar coordinates and complex 
number vectors, derivatives and integrals in calculus. Prerequisite: Successful completion of either Algebra II or 
Advanced Math  
  
CONSUMER MATH: SAVINGS AND DEBT  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER -  .5  CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: MATH  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF GEOMETRY  
This course instructs students in real-life issues surrounding personal savings, including investment options, wealth 
building and college savings. Students will also learn the dangers of debt, as well as consumer awareness, credit 
bureaus, and collection practices. To emphasize skills and concepts, the course also includes a project using 
Multi-Criteria Decision Making to explore each individual student’s options for post-secondary education. Math 
skills reinforced consist of percentages, exponents, reading charts, using and creating spreadsheet formulas, and 
extrapolation.  
  
CONSUMER MATH: BUDGETING AND REAL ESTATE  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: MATH  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL  COMPLETION  OF GEOMETRY  
This course introduces the many aspects of budgeting, including bargain shopping, and relating with money. Also 
explored are career choices and taxes, the ins and outs of insurance. Finally, students learn important concepts for 
their financial futures, including real estate, mortgages, and owning a car. To reinforce their learning, students 
complete a family budgeting project to structure a “real life” household budget. Math skills reinforced include 
percentages, ratios, fractions, and algorithms.  
  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) CALCULUS  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  

31 



CREDIT CATEGORY: MATH  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF PRE-CALCULUS  
AND DISCRETE MATH  
Properties of functions, limits, derivatives, application integrals, and applications are essential concepts in this 
course. Essentially a college-level mathematics level course with the same high academic standards and the same 
accelerated, complex content, AP Calculus is a challenging class. By the end of the course students are prepared to 
take the Advanced Placement Calculus exam, offered through the College Board, which could offer students college 
credit. The standards and goals for this course are guided by the national College Board requirements, and Perry 
High School has been authorized by the College Board to use the AP designation for this course due to its rigorous 
content and teaching standards. 
PRE-ALGEBRA*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: MATH  
PREREQUISITE: TEACHER AND COUNSELOR RECOMMENDATION  
This course is designed for students whose Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) and test scores indicate that they 
require further support in mathematics before entering an Algebra I class, or before proceeding to the next level of 
their math instruction. Concepts will be individually tailored to the students with the intention of preparing them for 
the next year of math instruction. 
  
 
 
 

SCIENCE 
 
BIOLOGY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course is a conceptual study of living organisms. Focus is on the characteristics of living systems, 
transformations and transitions of change and growth, plus cell theory, specialization, and cell reproduction. 
Students will also learn elements of energy in living systems, genetics, evolution and biodiversity, and ecological 
systems. Next Generation Science Standards are the foundation of this course. A variety of instructional methods, 
with incorporation of hands-on laboratory work, engineering practices, cross-cutting concepts, and constructive 
thinking are emphasized.  
 
INTRO TO CHEMISTRY (PREVIOUSLY CHEMISTRY) 
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE  
PREREQUISITE: 
This class is an introductory course to the concepts of chemistry. Students explore the composition and structure of 
elements and compounds, as well as the changes they undergo. Chemistry is a laboratory based class using 
experiments and problem-solving exercises to provide models for how materials behave in the natural world. State 
of Michigan and Next Generation Science Standards are emphasized throughout the course.  
 
CHEMISTRY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 Year, 1 Credit  
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CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE  
PREREQUISITE:  
This class is an in depth course to explore the concepts of chemistry. Students who are exploring STEM related 
careers, or pursuing programs at major universities that require a full year of Chemistry, are highly advised to take 
this course. Students explore the composition and structure of elements and compounds, as well as the changes they 
undergo. Chemistry is a laboratory based class using experiments and problem-solving exercises to provide models 
for how materials behave in the natural world. State of Michigan and Next Generation Science Standards are 
emphasized throughout the course.  
  
  
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF PHYSICS  
This class investigates Earth’s history, position in our solar system, and place in the universe. Earth’s systems, 
including weather, biogeology, and availability of natural resources will also be a focus. Studied in depth will be the 
impact humans have made on the Earth. Global climate models will be explored in depth. Michigan Science 
Standards and Next Generation Science Standards are the foundation of this course.  
  
 
 
PHYSICS  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF EITHER BIOLOGY  
OR ANR BIOLOGY  
This course explores the various concepts of physics: properties of matter, changes and interaction between matter 
and energy. Students will develop a clear conceptual understanding of physics and its application in problem 
solving. Topics concentrated upon include linear motion, Newton’s Laws, periodic and circular motion, momentum, 
energy and work, waves, electricity, light, and optics. Using a hands-on learning approach and based on the Next 
Generation Science Standards, students will construct mechanical systems, conduct labs, and carry out experiments.  
  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) CHEMISTRY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF CHEMISTRY  
This course provides students an opportunity to pursue—and possibly receive credit—for college level coursework. 
Advanced topics in chemistry are studied in great depth, including kinetics, equilibrium, solubility, thermodynamics 
and electrochemistry. College-level laboratory exercises are performed, and students keep laboratory journals of 
their work. By the end of the course, students will be prepared to take the Advanced Placement Chemistry exam, 
offered through the College Board, which could offer students college credit. The standards and goals for this course 
are guided by the national College Board requirements, and Perry High School has been authorized by the College 
Board to use the AP designation for this course due to its rigorous content and teaching standards.  
  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) BIOLOGY  
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LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF PHYSICS; COMPLETION OF CHEMISTRY 
RECOMMENDED  
This course studies biology in depth, including advanced topics such as biochemistry; cell biology, including cell 
respiration, photosynthesis, protein synthesis; botany; zoology; physiology and anatomy; genetics, embryology, 
evolution, and ecology. Scientific labs are completed in all areas. The course is taught at a freshman college level 
and requires independent reading and advanced academic performance. This course is essentially a college level 
mathematics class, with the same high academic standards and accelerated, complexcontent. By the end of the 
course students will be prepared to take the Advanced Placement Biology exam, offered through the College Board, 
which could offer students college credit. The standards and goals for this course are guided by the national College 
Board requirements, and Perry High School has been authorized by the College Board to use the AP designation for 
this course due to its rigorous content and teaching standards.  
  
ANATOMY/PHYSIOLOGY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 OR 2 SEMESTER - .5 OR 1.0 
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF EITHER BIOLOGY OR ANR BIOLOGY  
This course introduces the anatomy and physiology of the human body. Students will become familiar with the 
names and locations of multiple body parts, muscles, bones, and organs, and be able to identify each. The functions 
of these parts will also be emphasized, as well as how they relate to certain body functions and physiological 
processes. Application and correlation is finally derived from the dissection of a cat, at the end of the course.  
  
STEM  CONCEPTS*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 OR 2 SEMESTER - .5 OR 1.0 CREDIT 
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This class provides an opportunity for students to confront open-ended engineering problems and solve them 
independently. Students learn to use creative reasoning to perform a task and make sound decisions in cooperation 
with others. The physics of engineering will be explored through topics such as gravity, aerodynamics, air pressure, 
and force, along with such emerging technologies as robotics, 3D printing, and green energy. Students develop 
testable projects, built within parameters, but with creative design. Students may enroll in the course repeatedly, 
asthey can craft different projects in each experience.  
  
INTRO TO SPORTS MEDICINE  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF EITHER BIOLOGY  
OR ANR BIOLOGY  
In this course, students explore the field of athletic training in sports medicine, although it combines different 
aspects of various health fields which would benefit students interested in any medical/health field, such as medical 
school, physical therapy, nursing, or EMT. The class emphasizes many scientific subjects, including anatomy, 
physiology, and kinesiology, and integrates nutrition and medical terminology. The prevention, evaluation, and 
rehabilitation of injuries are included, as well as education of athletes, administration, and counseling. Students also 
learn proper first aid, including CPR and concussion management. Students are required to perform after-school 
clinical/job shadowing experiences.  
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INVERTEBRATE/VERTEBRATE  LAB BIOLOGY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 OR 2 SEMESTER - .5 OR 1.0 CREDIT 
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF EITHER BIOLOGY  
OR ANR BIOLOGY  
This course is a comparative, hands-on study of the anatomy and physiology of invertebrate and vertebrate animals. 
Studies begin with invertebrate structure and function, investigating specimens that may include a clam, squid, and 
worm. Further study results in the dissection of vertebrates that may include a dogfish shark, frog, pigeon, and rat. 
Extensive use of labs is a hallmark of the course.  
  
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT LAB*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SCIENCE ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF EITHER BIOLOGY  
OR ANR BIOLOGY, AND TEACHER APPROVAL   
This course is a project-based approach to learning that involves researching real-world issues, exploring inherent 
challenges within each, and developing viable scientific solutions.Students explore, research, take risks, and learn 
through creating their own, individual world-changing projects. Research teams share progress with others through 
bimonthly presentations and with the greater scientific community by digital means. Students’ final research and 
results are published at the end of the year and presented to an interested audience. This course is geared toward 
students who are strong, motivated, independent workers. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
AMERICAN HISTORY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SOCIAL STUDIES PREREQUISITE: 10TH GRADE STANDING, MINIMUM  
The course prepares students to take up the challenges of life in contemporary society. This course introduces 
students to the history of the United States with a focus on the post-Civil War Industrial Age through the present 
day. Beginning with a review of prior political, intellectual, and demographic transformations that shaped the nation, 
students learn about major political, philosophical, and historical underpinnings of our government. Throughout the 
course, students analyze how ideas of freedom and equality have shaped our collective past, and they explore 
implications for the future. In a chronological approach, students analyze causes and effects of events in the nation’s 
past. Using primary and secondary sources they explore time and place in the twentieth century. Students deepen 
their understanding of major geographical themes, economic principles, and significant concepts. Throughout the 
course, students develop important questions, conduct inquiry, and evaluate evidence. They also read a variety of 
historical arguments and develop skills in writing.  
 
ECONOMICS  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT CREDIT CATEGORY: SOCIAL STUDIES 
PREREQUISITE:  
11TH GRADE STANDING, MINIMUM  
This course builds economic literacy in students. The overarching problem of scarcity, unlimited human wants 
pursuing limited resources is a focal point of study. Students deepen their prior knowledge of basic economic 
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concepts and apply them to national and international economic systems and problems as a whole. In addition to 
their study of macroeconomics, students study how interactions of buyers and sellers impact prices and supplies, as 
well as the role of trade-offs and incentives in consumer and business decisions. Using a variety of media, students 
compile, analyze, and present statistical data pertinent to economic problems. Students use their economic 
knowledge to make informed decisions as consumers and to participate as citizens in deciding matters of economic 
policy.  
  
GLOBAL STUDIES  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SOCIAL STUDIES PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course introduces students to the study of world history in order to construct a common memory of where 
humankind has been and what accounts for present circumstances. The course begins with a period of expanding 
and intensified hemispheric interactions (circa 300 C.E.) and continues to the present day. Within each historical era, 
students study world history through several lenses: global, interregional, and regional. Through a global and 
comparative approach, students examine worldwide events,processes, and interactions among the world’s people, 
cultures, societies, and environment. In addition, this course enables students to focus on large historical and 
geographic patterns, as well as their causes and consequences. Students study human governance systems, patterns 
of interactions among societies and regions, and patterns of cultural, intellectual, religious, and social changes. 
Students analyze the impact of demographic, technological, environmental, political, and economic changes on 
people, their culture, and their environment.  
  
GOVERNMENT  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER -  .5  CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: SOCIAL STUDIES PREREQUISITE: 11TH GRADE STANDING, MINIMUM  
This course deepens students’ knowledge of government, with a particular focus on national, state, and local 
government in America. Through discussion and writing, students practice making reasoned decisions about matters 
of public policy. Five questions guide students’ study: What are civic life, politics, and government? What are the 
origins and foundations of the American political system? How does the government established by the Constitution 
function to embody the purposes, values, and principles of American constitutional democracy?; What is the 
relationship of the United States to other nations and its role in world affairs?; and, What are the roles of citizens in 
American society? Students engage in investigations, analysis, and arguments about civic life in the United States 
and the role of the United States in the world. In making reasoned and evidentiary-based interpretations, arguments, 
or decisions, students frame important questions, locate and analyze appropriate evidence and data, consider 
differing points of view, and apply concepts and principles of American constitutional democracy. Through 
participating in democratic deliberations around public policy issues, students strengthen their understanding of the 
legal rights and accompanying responsibilities shared by all citizens. 
 

ELECTIVE COURSES:  
The following elective courses grant credit, which apply toward the total number of credits required for 
high school graduation.  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) U.S.  
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
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PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF AMERICAN HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT   
This course studies the operations and structure of the U.S. government and the behavior of the electorate and 
politicians. Students gain the analytic perspective necessary to critically evaluate political data, hypotheses, 
concepts, opinions, and processes. Learning to examine general propositions about government, to gather data about 
political behavior, and to develop their own theoretical analysis of American politics are also developed skills. By 
the end of the course students will be prepared to take the Advanced Placement Government exam, offered through 
the College Board, which could offer students college credit. The standards and goals for this course are guided by 
the national College Board requirements, and Perry High School has been authorized by the College Board to use 
the AP designation for this course due to its rigorous content and teaching standards. Note: successful completion of 
this first semester of this course satisfies Perry High School’s graduation requirement in government.  
  
AMERICAN WARS*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: NONE, ALTHOUGH SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION  
OF AMERICAN HISTORY HIGHLY RECOMMENDED  
This course introduces students to conflicts in American History dating back to the mid-18th Century to the present 
day. Students will not only explore and investigate long and short term causes of conflicts such as the 
RevolutionaryWar, the Civil War, the World Wars, and modern conflicts, but will research the weapons used, war 
strategies, and the evolution of the American sphere of influence throughout history. Students will also wrestle with 
philosophical questions about military options, political dilemmas, and justice through an assortment of lectures, 
discussions, reading of primary sources, secondary sources, and film.  
  
COMPARATIVE WORLD RELIGIONS  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: NONE, ALTHOUGH SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION  
OF BOTH GLOBAL STUDIES IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED  
This course introduces students to the academic study of religion and to the major faith systems of the world. By 
comparing the major world religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam), students learn each 
faith’s foundations, beliefs, and rituals/expressions. This class emphasizes project-based, independent learning, 
discussion, and research.  
  
CURRENT  EVENTS*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
Designed to give the student an understanding of current issues, this course examines the pressing news stories of 
the day, whether they are political, social, or economic in nature. Students use investigative and research skills—as 
well as critical thinking, discussion, and debate—to dig into the newsworthy issues of the day. Students will read 
original texts, write stories and reports, and present their findings to interested and relevant audiences. The class 
content is “fluid” and ever-changing, meaning the topics and the amount of coverage of those topics fluctuates on 
any given day, week, or month, depending on news and important issues at the time.  
  
CRIMINAL JUSTICE*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
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CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: NONE, ALTHOUGH SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION  
OF GOVERNMENT HIGHLY RECOMMENDED  
This course introduces students to the entire field of criminal justice in America. The class is divided into four 
components: important case law as regarding the rights of citizens and law enforcement; criminal law; the duties, 
responsibilities, and limitations of law enforcement officials; and regulations, ordinances and the legal system as it 
applies to today’s high school students. This course deals with mature topics and is geared toward the individual 
with an interest in the field of criminal justice.  
  
 
PSYCHOLOGY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE 
PREREQUISITE: 11TH GRADE STANDING, MINIMUM  
This course familiarizes students with psychology, a broad and complex science that encompasses several 
areas of thought and study. Students examine the major approaches used by psychologists to study and 
understand the human mind, including sensation and perception, learning and memory, brain functions, 
and mental disorders. Experiments, projects, case studies, group work and presentations are essential to 
the course.  
  
SOCIOLOGY  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER  - .5 CREDIT CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: 
11TH GRADE STANDING, MINIMUM  
This introduction course focuses on the study of human groups and social behavior. Students become familiar with 
the academic study of human relationships and the way they are shaped by society. Specific units of study include 
culture, family, globalization, education, values, crime, and human development. Experiments, projects, case 
studies, group work and presentations are essential to the course.  
 
US HISTORY THROUGH FILM*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: NONE, ALTHOUGH SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION  
OF AMERICAN HISTORY IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED   
In this class, students study American history as it is represented in the medium of film. Students will view, write 
about, and discuss both historical films and documentaries (docudramas) on topics related to the political, social, 
economic, and racial history of the United States. Chronologically, students will examine the history of the 
revolution against England, Manifest Destiny, slavery, the Civil War,  
Gilded Age, the Great Depression and New Deal, the Holocaust, the Second World War, the Civil Rights 
Movement, Vietnam, and White House scandals. In addition to each film’s historical and cultural importance, the 
course will also attempt to concentrate on film appreciation and the study of cinematography.  
  
WORLD GEOGRAPHY*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course is designed to provide an accurate and complete view of the ever changing world of which we are all a 
part. Students investigate how physical features of the earth, population settlement patterns, as well as human 
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activities, customs, and traditions contribute to defining a place, a culture and a people. Main topics include physical 
geography (e.g., climate, earth processes, etc.) and human geography (e.g., world cultures, religions, beliefs, 
customs, economics development, etc.). Significant importance is placed on cultural understanding, map locations, 
critical thinking, usage of the Internet in research, and problem solving skills. 
 
WORLD MYTHOLOGY*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: NONE, ALTHOUGH SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION  
OF GLOBAL STUDIES HIGHLY RECOMMENDED  
This course introduces students to various mythologies and traditional belief structures from around the world. 
Students explore North American, South American, European and many other mythologies, both ancient and 
modern. Students will consider the impact these mythologies have had and continue to have on Western / American 
and other cultures. While studying these mythologies, students will learn to describe and discuss how these myths 
were produced, and will discover the many important ways these stories impact our lives even today.  
 
 
 
 

BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT & ADMINISTRATION 
  

BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT, AND ADMINISTRATION A  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
How do you get a job and keep it? Throughout this course, students learn employability skills, professional business 
skills, email etiquette and the importance of communication. Students will also develop successful business skills, 
resumes, job applications, learn how to interview successfully, and how to prepare professional cover letters. Not 
only do students learn how to get the job but also what to do to maintain the position and then improve. Business 
aspects covered include: economic decisions and activities, global economics, social responsibilities, 
entrepreneurship/small businesses, as well as management and human resources.  
 
BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT, AND ADMINISTRATION B  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This class is designed to help students get a job, keep it, and help with their financial futures in the business world. 
Business majors or anyone interested in business should take this class. Students focus on marketing, business 
communication and technology (including basic and advanced computer skills, and popular programs/platforms 
such as Microsoft Office and Google), financial management, production/business operations, risk management, 
consumer safety, as well as money management/financial planning, banking, credit and savings/investment 
strategies. Students will also hone successful business skills, resumes, job applications, how to interview 
successfully, plus how to prepare professional cover letters. 
 
BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT, AND  
ADMINISTRATION II / VEI  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT  
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CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE   
Using technology, students develop an online business via Virtual Enterprise International (VEI). This is a virtual 
business managed by students in the class, who then also buy and sell from other VEI companies throughout the 
entire United States. Students create a business and learn the many facets of business decision-making, from 
planning, to starting, to maintaining a business. Students learn business ethics, the proper way to use technology, 
how to run a successful professional development and imperative staff communication. How to assess, evaluate, 
apply, store, and graph information is interwoven in the course, as well as purchasing, marketing, and 
communicating skills. Students investigate need, risk, and customer management, plus employee roles, credit, 
SWOT analysis, and how to process orders. Students—each with their own jobs, yet working as a staff—track 
performance and maintain records, as well as determine resources, budgets, insurance, purchasing, and ensure 
quality control. Business law, business loans, and accounting are also learned in the course.  
 
HOUSING AND INTERIOR DESIGN  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course studies housing types and furniture styles, basic house construction, home design, and planning 
interiors. Students will learn to make intelligent home choices, apply art principles to decorating choices, and to 
weigh cost to gains in planning and producing a task. A project-based class, interior design projects are created 
throughout the semester by students. 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 
NUTRITION  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course focuses on the science of food preparation, food production, and human nutrition. Students master the 
practical and essential truths behind what is best to eat and how much to eat, as well as how to prepare meals and 
snacks in a healthy manner. The emphasis in the class is the study of the structure and function of essential nutrients, 
especially the six main nutrients needed by the human body for optimal health. Students also practice hands-on 
skills in cooking labs that improves their dietary practices.  
 
PARENTING  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: NONE  
In this course, students examine the roles and responsibilities of parenting and caring for children, from 
pre-conception through adolescence. Emphasis is placed on the importance of a strong parent/child relationship as 
the prime influence on a child’s social, emotional, physical, and intellectual growth. Also prime areas of study are 
conception, prenatal care, birth, newborn care, and the disciplining and guidance of children.  
 

CAREER and TECHNICAL EDUCATION: 
 
COMPUTER SCIENCE DISCOVERIES:  
EXPLORATION*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE PREREQUISITE: NONE  
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This course is one of two beginning computer science classes that empowers students to create authentic artifacts 
and engage with computers as a means of creativity, communication, problem solving, and fun. Students explore 
how computers are used to problem solve, and discover web development by building their own web sites (in 
HTML and CSS). Students also learn the basic constructs of programming languages by building animations and 
games in JavaScript.  
  
  
 
COMPUTER SCIENCE DISCOVERIES:  
INNOVATION*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 SEMESTER - .5 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: NONE  
This course is one of two beginning computer science classes that empowers students to create authentic artifacts 
and engage with computers as a means of creativity, communication, problem solving, and fun. Students learn the 
design process and problem solving process by building prototype apps, investigate how data is collected, 
visualized, and used in computer tools, and build interactive projects to learn the relationship between hardware and 
software.  
  
AP COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES*  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR - 1 CREDIT CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ALGEBRA I; COMPUTER SCIENCE 
DISCOVERIES RECOMMENDED  
This class is designed to deepen students’ understanding of all aspects of computer science. Topics include 
programming in JavaScript, algorithms and program design, data privacy and encryption, and understanding the 
Internet. Students create projects including apps and live web pages. This course follows Code.org’s nationally 
recognized curriculum in computer science, and is recognized as an introductory Advanced Placement course by the 
College Board; students will have the opportunity to design a Performance Task project for submission to the 
College Board for AP credit.  
 
Skilled Trades Readiness (MC3)  
LENGTH/CREDIT: 1 YEAR, 1 CREDIT  
CREDIT CATEGORY: ELECTIVE  
PREREQUISITE: SENIORS, JUNIORS IF SEATS AVAILABLE  
The educational foundation for the Building Trades comprehensive, 120 hour construction curriculum designed to 
help students choose and succeed in an apprenticeship program. The MC3 provides an important pathway for 
careers in the trades.  

● 120 hours of classroom training provided online with an instructor in the classroom.  
● 60 hours of lab experience. The hands on portion of the course.  
● Successful completion will lead to a certificate that will guarantee the student an interview for the 

apprenticeship of his/her choice.  
● Core Topics include Construction Industry Orientation , Tools and Materials, Construction Health and 

Safety , Blueprint Reading, Basic Math for Construction, Heritage of the American Worker, Diversity in 
the Construction Industry, Green Construction and Financial Literacy  
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ADVANCED CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION: 
 
Perry High School is proud to offer our students advanced Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses through 
our partnership with the Shiawassee County Regional Education Service District (SRESD) and Baker College of 
Owosso. These programs provide students training that could lead directly to a career after high school—and also 
offer PHS students college credit while in high school.  
 
Prerequisites for all courses, as set forth by the SRESD:  

● All students must have completed 10th grade to register  
● RESD, GMCA and MOTT CC programs require a 2.0 GPA 
● Baker College programs require a 2.5 GPA 

  
Prerequisites for all courses, as set forth by PHS:  

● Students who are chronically absent (meaning missing more than 12 days, either excused or unexcused, as 
defined in the PHS Student and Parent Handbook) during the previous semester, may not enroll in a future 
semester  

●  Space is limited and will be awarded based on time of registration; students who register late may be 
denied  

●  Students must receive approval from the PHS counselor and principal. Previous discipline referrals may be 
denied registration  

● Students are responsible for their own transportation to and from the classes, which are generally held at 
Baker College of Owosso  

  
Prerequisites to remain in the advanced CTE program, as set forth by Baker College:  

● Each semester, students must pass all courses in which they are enrolled  
●  Each semester, students must maintain a 2.0 GPA average (minimum)  
●  Failure to meet both the above requirements will result in being denied future enrollment  

  
Students interested in the following advanced CTE Programs through PHS should schedule to meet with the PHS 
counselor.  
 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES TECHNOLOGY I & II 
Baker College Dual Enrollment Program 
Trained and certified in all areas of vehicle service, master technicians use their advanced mechanical, technical, and 
troubleshooting skills to inspect, maintain, and repair cars and light trucks.  In today’s market, those who understand 
new and sophisticated vehicle and services technologies and have advanced training and certifications in multiple 
areas have the best job opportunities and earning potential.  Graduates in Auto Services Technology have a 94% 
employment rate from the Auto/Diesel Institute 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE I & II 
Baker College Dual Enrollment Program (Also Early College Program) 
Earn college credit in the Criminal Justice Program, which will provide students with exposure to the purposes and 
career opportunities available in a criminal justice setting.  Coursework in this program will prepare the student for a 
variety of associate and baccalaureate degree programs such as:  Corrections, Criminal Justice and Public Safety. 
Students will study the history of policing and corrections, policing and patrol techniques, the courts system, and 
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much more. Students will be exposed to the Michigan Commission on Law Enforcements Standards which guide the 
curriculum and learning experiences as the law enforcement academies in Michigan.   
 
CULINARY I & II 
Mott Community College Dual Enrollment (Also Early College Program) 
Students enroll in Mott Community College programs will receive intensive training in all phases of the restaurant 
business, and will graduate with the high level of expertise necessary to become a professional in any area of the 
food service industry.  Students enrolling in the early college option are eligible to remain in high school an 
additional year to attend the Mott Culinary Institute in pursuit of an associate degree culinary program of their 
choice.  All tuition and books are paid for while you attend classes at the Culinary Institute of Flint.  
  
DIESEL SERVICES TECHNOLOGY I & II 
Baker College Dual Enrollment 
Diesel Service Technicians inspect, maintain, repair, and overhaul buses, trucks, and other vehicles with a diesel 
engine.  Their work is varied; they may work on a vehicle’s electrical system, make major engine repairs, or do 
routine maintenance. Continuing advances in diesel technologies to improve performance have made it essential to 
have up-to-date training and skills.  This is predominantly a hands on course where students also participate in 
activities outside the classroom such as Skills USA competition and field trips.  Graduates in Diesel Service 
Technology have a 94% employment rate from Auto/Diesel.  
 
 
ELECTRICAL I & II 
Great Michigan Construction Academy (No College Credit) 
Students in the two year Electrical Program will be introduced to electrical theory, electrical safety, proper use of 
tools and equipment, circuits, breakers and fuses, residential wiring, reading electrical blueprints, wiring devices, 
lighting circuits, conductors and cables, soldering and splicing techniques, low-voltage switching, load calculations, 
and residential services.  Students will learn employment, communication, professionalism, and trade skills 
necessary for entry level employment.  Students will engage in a variety of activities that balance direct instruction 
and training with actual hands-on experiences. Students will also have the opportunity to earn an OSHA 10 
Certification.  
 
HEALTH SCIENCE ACADEMY I & II 
RESD CTE Program (No College Credit) 
This program provides students with an introduction to a variety of healthcare occupations and knowledge of the 
coursework/career path necessary to enter into various health occupations.  This course consists of classroom 
instructions and clinical rotations, and students will have the opportunity to earn their American Health Association 
CPR certification and job shadow with various medical professionals.  In year 2, students will have the opportunity 
to complete Emergency Medical Services (EMS) coursework.  The coursework in this class is based on the National 
Care Foundation Standards and Accountability Criteria. 
 
WELDING I & II 
Baker College Dual Enrollment 
Welders use welding equipment to join metal parts or fill holes, indentions, or seams in metal products.  Anything 
made of metal can be welded: cars, trucks, aircraft, skyscrapers, bridges, pipes, sculptures, and more.  The basic 
skills of welding are the same across industries so the more you know how to do, the easier it is to shift to other 
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types of work.  Note: An associate degree program in Industrial and Manufacturing Technology from the College of 
Engineering is available to students after graduating from the Welding Certificate program.  

 
 

ENRICHMENT & ADVANCEMENT COURSES 
 
Dual Enrollment  
Length/Credit: 1 semester - .5 credit  
Credit Category:  Elective (or Core: see counselor) 
Prerequisite: 11th or 12th grade standing;  attendance, GPA and test score minimums, and other 
qualifications per college and PHS requirements (see counselor) 
Juniors and seniors may take classes at Lansing Community College (LCC), Central Michigan University (CMU), 
Baker College of Owosso, or other post-secondary institutions.  To qualify, students must fulfill requirements set 
forth by higher education institutions and the State of Michigan, as well as Perry High School.  Examples of these 
standards include sufficient scores on State-required academic tests (such as the ACT or SAT), a minimum high 
school GPA, good attendance, and an updated Educational Development Plan (EDP).  College classes for dual 
enrolled students must fall within the student’s career pathway, may not be “activity” classes, and may not be also 
offered or similar to classes at PHS.  Please see the high school counselor for a complete list of requirements and to 
request more information.  Note:  Some classes at some institutions may require fees from students and families.  
 
Online Learning Electives 
Length/Credit: 1 semester - .5 credit  
Credit Category:  Elective 
Prerequisite: 11th or 12th grade standing 
Through partnerships with various online educational vendors, Perry High School provides a number of elective 
courses in various subject areas.  These courses may be delivered remotely from a teacher who communicates over 
the Internet, assigning projects, papers, and discussions through a website, digital application, and email;  or 
alternatively, the course may be a computer-controlled course with videos, readings, and materials accessed 
completely through a program.  Course offerings vary from semester to semester.  Space is limited.  Please see the 
high school counselor for which courses are currently available.  Students may be approved for online courses if 
they meet requirements such as good attendance, ability to work independently, past performance in online classes, 
technological aptitude, and so forth.  12th grade students may be approved to complete online courses off-campus. 
 
Work-Based Learning 
Length/Credit: 1 semester to 1 year - .5 to 1 credit  
Credit Category:  Elective 
Prerequisite: Counselor approval;  employer verification 
Work Based Learning is on-the-job experience that enhances a PHS senior’s academics and skills.  Students must be 
at least 16 years of age and have obtained part-time work with an insured employer that occurs after the school day 
and during the school year.  Although students will be granted a period in their PHS schedule for the work study, 
they do not necessarily need to work during this exact time.  For every 180 hours worked, a 0.5 credit will appear on 
the student transcript.  The Work Based Learning Coordinator will meet with students to assist with paperwork and 
perform mandatory site visits.  Students may enroll in multiple semesters of Work-Based Learning.  
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LINKs* 
Length/Credit: 1 semester - .5 credit  
Credit Category:  Elective 
Prerequisite: Completed application, teacher letters of recommendation, and teacher approval 
This course is designed to allow students to learn how to work with special needs students.  LINKs is a nationally 
recognized, research-based support system for students with special needs, which allows them to be more 
independent.  The focus of PHS’s program is to give regular education students the tools and the time so they can 
help their special needs peers, in order to help them feel welcome at school and to grow more independent.  Students 
in this course will view videos, read informative articles, and have reflective writing assignments.  They will be in 
classes with students and have a high degree of independence.  Students may enroll for multiple semesters. 
 
Media and Technology*  
Length/Credit: 1 semester - .5 credit  
Credit Category:  Elective 
Prerequisite: None 
This course is a project-based learning course in which students work in teams on various projects in the areas of 
media and technology. Major projects involve photography, graphic design, video production, and website 
development. The PHS yearbook is also a primary focus of many students in the course. Skill sets in research, 
experimentation, writing, collaboration, creativity, critical thinking, and presentation are heavily utilized.  Students 
learn to strengthen their work ethic, and to become reliable team members, plus to hone writing and visual design 
skills.  Students may enroll in multiple semesters, as projects may vary in length. 
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