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Starting the School Year in a Pandemic
By Sullivan Ross
There was an air of
uncertainty when the school
year began.
Would everything become
full remote again? Will covid
make its way to United?
The beginning of this
school year began with a
hybridized schedule or full
remote if the students chose.
A group went to school on
Mondays and Tuesdays and B
group went Thursdays and
Fridays.
Both groups were remote
on Wednesdays.
Beginning on September
28th the groups were combined
and went to school in person
with a 12:30 schedule.
Students who wanted to
stay full remote had the option
to stay and can pivot to in

person at the end of a quarter if
they choose to do so.
With the ending of the
hybridized schedule there was a
bump in new cases and
quarantines.
As of the 16th of October
the district case totals have
been stagnant.
“My main concern is the
physical and emotional
well-being of our faculty, staff
and students. We will continue
to take every safety precaution
in order to provide a school
environment that is conducive
to teaching and learning.
We hope that our Spirit
Week (Oct. 26-Oct. 30) will
provide a time for our students
to have a fun escape from the
realities of the pandemic.”Amy Schmitz

Construction on the Field

Before entering the front doors at United High School, staff
members screen every student by taking a no touch
temperature. Students with a 100.4 degree temperature
would not be allowed in the building. Pictured is Coach G
and Kim Long scanning students on the first day of school.

What’s Happening in
November
By: Jordan Lantz

By Riley Tyrrell
The track and football
field
is
still
undergoing
construction. The track falls
into 3 phases- 1) drainage, 2)
concrete/asphalt base and 3)
track surfacing. Over the fall
months we were able to get the
drainage portion done which
was done by Jenks Family
Farms as part of a donation to
the entire project, says Whitsitt.
As of right now, we are letting
the tile runs settle to give them
the best chance of leveling.
Soon we will be able to level the
tiles and remove the piles of
excess runs. We are still
planning on playing football on
the field during the spring.

Once the season is over,
grading will be done to make
sure the field drains to the new
drains, we will also be putting
down the concrete base for the
surfacing of the field.
Finally, once a date is set
in the spring, we will be putting
down the base, which is
hopefully done by the same
company Monmouth College
used for their track.
The plan at this point is
to have it all done by the 2021
fall football season. We would
like to thank the fundraising
committee and to everyone who
has helped out so far for this
opportunity for a new track!

As November is quickly approaching, some new events will
be added while others could be questionable. Elections Day is a no
school attendance day, in person and online. This is a new holiday
that United is taking off this year which is on Tuesday November
3rd.
Students would not return back until Thursday since
Wednesday is an all remote day. School is also not in session on
November 11th due to Veteran’s Day. Midterm grades for school will
be due on November 16th for all students.
Thanksgiving break will begin on November 24th with a
12:30pm dismissal and continue until the 29th with students
returning on November 30th.
For more information on schedules and updates go to the
United website and click on the school calendar.
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Is Tik Tok a
Positive App ?
By Jordan Lantz

This map shows the rising cases of Covid-19 in the state of Illinois. Beginning
Wednesday, November 4, Region 2 will be seeing indoor dining shut down again.

Covid by the Numbers
By Sullivan Ross
With the ending of the
hybridized school schedule,
the district saw a rise in
Covid-19
cases
and
subsequent quarentines.
On the 12th of October the
district had 11 total cases and
6 active cases.
The case total increased to
15 by the 16th and there were
9 active cases in the district.
In that same time,
current quarantine students
went from 53 to 89 which
brought the total students
quarantined to 155.

As of October 23rd
there are far less students in
quarantine with 29
in
quarantine and 3 active
cases.
There have been no new
cases in the district since the
16th, until the 27th where 1
case was added.
3 more would be added by
the 30th.
“I feel our district has
done a wonderful job of
implementing the IDPH
COVID-19 Interim Exclusion
Guidance to keep our
students,

staff and families safe.
We
recognize the difficulty that these
guidelines place on families when
students must be quarantined and
cooperation
is
very
much
appreciated.
We are so fortunate that
our district has such wonderful
e-learning programs to be used
during times of quarantine. Now
more than ever everyone must do
their part to monitor their own
health and the health of their
family members. Stay home when
feeling ill, wear a mask, wash
hands, and socially distance
whenever
possible.”
-Jenna
Roberts

You may not have heard
of the rising app called TikTok,
which is known for their short
videos that provide lip sync
challenges, comedy clips, and
dance/talent videos.
It
is
being
used
worldwide but has brought a
risk of being taken down
because of some problems that
were brought up. I talked with a
United student and teacher to
get their view on this app and
how
it is beneficial/non
beneficial to them.
Ava
Parkins
a
sophomore at UHS had a few
words to say about TikTok,
“From a students perspective, it
is definitely a distraction
especially when I am doing
school work at home. It is hard
to stay focused.” She also
reported that, “I would not
recommend this app especially
with everything that is going
on. It is very distracting and
with being at home it’s easy to
get off topic when learning.”
From
a
teacher's
perspective
however,
Mrs.
Anderson took over. “ I
personally think it can be
beneficial because I follow quite
a few teachers and many of
them post ideas that I can use
in my classroom.” She also
added,
CONTINUED Page 3

Girls Golf Successful, despite Covid
By: Jordan Lantz
As the golf season
approached in August, senior
golf players Haley Marshall,
Rebecca Merry, and Paige
McKeown had still been
putting in the practice during
the summer months as they
were
determined
their
season was not going to be
taken from them due to the
Corona pandemic.
The team ended the
season with a 3rd place finish
at
the
Lincoln
Trail
Conference and a 5th place
regional spot at Baker Park
in Kewanee.
As for competing as
individuals, many of the
team members held spots in
the top 10 for many matches.
At the LTC match Marshall
chipped in at 5th place,
Mckeown received 8th place,

Addy Trego came in 12th
place, Josie Mcelwee a
newcomer for the team in
her junior year received 15th
place, and Rebecca Merry
placed 18th.
Regional play was
next on the line and as a
team they received 5th place
out of 13 teams and one
individual went on to
sectionals, Paige Mckeown,
who individually placed 5th
at regionals.
Moving forward to
sectionals at Rock Falls golf
course Paige placed 51st out
of 64 members but to end on
a higher note she chipped in
a par for her last hole to
finish a great senior year.
I decided to ask a
couple questions to a few
players to talk about their
season.

“The masks at the
beginning of the season were
quite difficult to golf in”,
Paige Mckeown stated.
“Putting was different
since we weren’t able to
touch the pin and if we did it
resulted in a penalty”

Haley Marshall replied. Both
of these players will not be
continuing their golf career
at the college level. United
Girls golf will look much
different after some of their
top golfers will be leaving.
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Cross Country Sees New Members
Brokaw advances to Sectionals
By Sullivan Ross
United’s
very
own
Bridget Brokaw advanced to the
sectional on October 24th’s
regional cross country event.
Brokaw placed 20th and got
a PR with a time of 20:51.
While Brokaw was the only
one who advanced, all other
United Cross Country runners
got a PR.
Brokaw advancing comes off
of a great season with 3 1st
place
finishes
at
Stark
County/United,
Mid-County/United Dual, and
Princeville/Stark
County/United meets.

Other top 5 finishes include,
2nd at Mid-County/Mercer
Co./United Triangular, 2nd at
Mercer Co./United Dual, 2nd at
AW vs. United Dual meet and
5th at the LTC Championship.
Sectionals was held on the 31st
of October. “I’m hoping to get a
PR,” Brokaw said. “I haven’t
seen a lot of the runners, so I
don’t really have a goal for what
place I finish. I just want to
finish with a smile on my face”
Brokaw would finish her Cross
Country season placing 51st
with a time of 22:42.8.

“A smile for every mile”--Hunter Hall, freshman

Student Council held Spirit Week
By Riley Tyrrell
This year is definitely not
what we expected or what we
wanted.
There
isn’t
any
football, volleyball or even
homecoming week, however,
the student council wanted to
bring a little normalcy to this
school year with a spirit week.
The week of October
26th- 30th was a week full of
school spirit and fun, each week
day had a specific dress up day.
‘Merica Monday, Jersey
Day
Tuesday,
Thunder
Thursday,
and
Halloween
Costume Friday, masks were
still worn at all times.
On Friday students paid
$2 to wear a costume, raising
$105 with all proceeds going to
the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation.
We thank the student
council so much for bringing a
little bit of normalcy and fun
into this bizarre school year!

TiKTOK STORY
Con’t page 2
“There are pro and cons
to it, just like most forms of
social media. I try not to spend
too much time on it because it
can consume time.”
If you are on this app
you can go check out the United
TikTok, StormOutlook304 for
some new videos!
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B.O.O.S.T still finding ways to help Students

October School
Board Meeting

With
an
unconventional school
day schedule and the
COVID-19
safety
guidelines, B.O.O.S.T has
had a hard time getting
to
see
students.
However, B.O.O.S.T is
still moving forward.
Students are still being
tutored after the 12:30
bell
to
get
extra
homework help and
other students are able
to meet on Google Meets
in the evening with
teachers for extra help.
Broadcast
Club
has been working on
gathering pictures and
advertisements to use
during basketball game
time outs and

down time.
There is even a
book club with Mrs.
Keith and the Esports
are meeting weekly to
up
their
gaming
strategies.
Several of the
students
spent
an
afternoon
tie
dying
sweatshirts, socks and
towels and also did
dance workouts.
There are many
activities in the works
for
students
to
participate
in
the
B.O.O.S.T program in
the upcoming months.
All activities will
be announced on the
daily
announcements
read during 8th hour.

Klimkewicz leaves Alaska for United
By Riley Tyrrell
New English teacher,
Alex Klimkewicz is now
teaching 11th and 12th grade
here at United.
Klimkewicz attended
Wethersfield in Kewanee,
Illinois where he graduated
as the class president. He
then went to college at
Eureka College and fell in
love with the arts, he had a
Bachelor of Arts in

English-Writing and a minor
in Theater Arts. Graduated
from Eureka in May 2007.
He moved to South
Korea in 2007 and taught
there for about 7 years. Since
then he has worked at Galva
High School and Thunder
Mountain High School in
Juneau,
Alaska
before
moving back home and
working here.
Klimkewicz said that
he moved back to Illinois to
be closer to his family and
living in Monmouth reminds
him of when he lived in
Kewanee growing up.
Klimkewicz
stated
that he has enjoyed his time
in the classroom with the
students of United High
School. “One of the biggest
shocks was coming from
teaching a block schedule

(with 75 minute classes) to
this
pandemic-shortened
schedule of 33 minutes per
period.
That is just way too
short!” said Klimkewicz. We
are so excited to have you
here Mr. Klim!
Mr.
Klimkewicz
replaced,
Mrs.
Jennifer
DeJong after she retired at
the end of the 2019-2020
school year.

Unfortunately, it was
voted on in the October
Board Meeting to decline all
bids on the auditorium
project at the high school.
The project was slated to
begin last spring, however
with Covid it got pushed
back. It was brought back to
the table, but the lowest bid
of 7 bidders was roughly
$800,000 over the estimate
and funds to complete the
project.
In discussion, it was
noted that the current
environment is tough for
bidders and that perhaps the
election
and/or
some
movement in the COVID
experience will change that
environment.
The board
stated they would continue to
explore ways to save, or
outside funding sources, and
monitor the environment for
a potential better time.
The current COVID
statistics at the October
board
meeting
were
discussed, which included75
students
under
quarantine, 7 staff members
and 8 positive cases in the
district.
It
was
discussed
briefly the process for
exclusion and the fact that
each school is working
extremely hard to exclude
only those students that have
to
be
excluded.
Superintendent Jeff Whitsitt,
recommended that the board
continue with the 4 day
schedule as is.
No action was taken,
thus the current schedule
will continue as is. This issue
will be revisited at the
November
12th
board
meeting.
The board approved
Jessica Rothzen to go full
days and work in the district
office during the afternoons eventually working with the
Accounts Payable.
It was also approved
to employ Randi Shimmin as
the North Elementary PreK
teacher starting on January
4.
The board regretfully
approved the intent to retire
of Mrs. Susie Frieden
following the 2024-25 school
year.
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Student Council Spirit Week

September Students of the Month
Landon
Burns
Freshman

Jaden
Marfell
Sophomore

Brayden Handzo
Junior

Tyler Barrington
Senior

Nominated
by
Brooke
Anderson: Landon is in my
Geometry class and is always
participating and contributing
in class even when no one else
is. He is also very friendly and
polite. Landon is the only
freshman
student
that
petitioned to be on Student
Council this year.

Nominated by Kelly Menge &
Brooke
Anderson-Menge:
Jaden has been a full remote
student since the beginning of
the school year and he has done
exceptionally well as far as
keeping up with the workload,
getting things turned in on
time, and emailing with
questions. His actions clearly
indicate an effort to do his best
work and it is appreciated.
Anderson: Jaden is a full
remote student and has been all
year. He always has everything
complete and follows ALL
directions. He is constantly
keeping in contact with me
about things.

Nominated by Stephanie Sims:
He has shown a positive
attitude toward staff and
school, Brayden is a positive
influence in class as he works
hard and turns all work in. I
believe Brayden reflects the
values of United High School.

Nominated by Scott Riden:
Tyler is extremely polite and a
hard working student. He is
very helpful in my class and is
very organized. Tyler is a
positive role model for his peers
and a leader in FFA as well as in
other areas in school.

November Lunch Menu
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Storm Tracker had to make changes; due to Covid
With the current school
year being anything but normal,
the Storm Tracker also saw a
lot of changes. The regular
design was no longer useable,
from the standpoint that the
newspaper staff is made up of
both full remote learners as
well as students attending
school in person.
Another obstacle was
sanitizing the computers and

the program on which the old
newspaper was created is not
compatible
with
the
Chromebooks the students
currently use.
So a complete revision
was made.
Other changes include
the Storm Tracker being
handed
over
to
Business/Technology Teacher
Sarah Horner.

You throw all of those
changes into a pandemic and
you get a bumpy start, but we
are happy to say the Storm
Tracker is back and will be part
of your school year.
Deadlines have become
flexible, due to positive cases
and quarantines in the building,
but the goal is to publish the
Storm Tracker at the end of
each month.

We will also begin
adding business ads once we
get the hang of the new setup.
If
you
would
like
advertise or have something
printed in the Storm Tracker or
have
questions/comments,
please email Sarah Horner at
sarah.horner@u304.org

Low-Cost Teeth Cleanings at CSC Annex
Aaron Frey
CSC Campus News
The clinic offers teeth
cleanings for as little as $10, in
addition to full-mouth-series
X-rays and panoramic X-rays
for patients of all ages.
Services are provided by
second-year
students
in
Sandburg’s
dental
hygiene
program who are supervised by
experienced, licensed faculty
members
and
dentists.
Appointments last about 3½
hours each, and it typically
takes at least two appointments
to complete a cleaning.
Appointments for the
2020 fall semester are available
through Dec. 2. Patients must
fill out a brief health screening
upon arrival and wear a mask
until their appointment.

Prices for each series of
services for the 2020-21
academic year are:
● Adult cleaning —
$25
● Sandburg student
with current
College ID — $15
● Children’s
cleanings — $15
● Seniors (60+) —
$10
● Full-mouth series
X-rays — $15
● Panoramic X-ray —
$15
For more information or to
schedule an appointment, call
the Annex at 309.344.2595 or
visit
www.sandburg.edu/dentalclinic.

The dental hygiene clinic at the Carl Sandburg College
Annex in downtown Galesburg is providing low-cost dental
hygiene services with no insurance necessary for patients
through Dec. 2 for the fall semester. Because of COVID-19,
students and instructors in the clinic are taking extra
precautions such as two face masks and a face shield while
working with patients.

