
November 08, 2020       Pastor Andy McClellan 

Series: “How’s Your Attitude?”   

Title: “The Attitude of a Saint”      Philippians 1:1-2 

Scripture Reading:  Acts 16:1-12 (ESV) 

 
Outline:  
 
As SAINTS, your attitude should reflect…. 

1. The GRACE you've been given in the Gospel of Jesus, v. 1-2 (cf. 4:23). 

a. Resulting in the UNITY of Gospel-believers (cf. 1:5, 7; 2:1-2; 4:2). 

b. Resulting in the HUMILITY of Jesus-followers (cf. 1:12, 27-29; 2:6, 13-15; 3:3). 

  

2. The PEACE you've been offered through the Lordship of Jesus, v. 2 (cf. 4:7, 9). 

a. Resulting in JOY because you have Jesus as Lord (cf. 1:6, 18-19; 2:9-10, 17-18; 3:7-14, 

14; 4:4-9, 13, 19). 

b. Resulting in HOPE because your citizenship is in heaven (cf. 1:19-21; 3:20-21). 

 
 
 

Christian citizens of the United States just took part in a national election, 
including a vote for President of the United States.   
Discuss with your family the rights, responsibilities and costs of being a citizen 
of a country. 

 
In Philippians 3:20, Paul refers to those who are “saints” (v. 1) as “citizens of heaven.”  What 
does it mean to be a citizen of heaven?  What are the rights, responsibilities, and costs of being 
a citizen of heaven?  How are the two citizenships different, and which one is the greater 
authority in our lives?  How does this affect how we vote, how we interact with the government 
and other human authorities over us, and where we put our hope for the future?   
 
  



FOR FURTHER THOUGHT, STUDY AND DISCUSSION 
Read the book of Philippians in one sitting and answer the following questions.   
 

1. How would you characterize Paul’s tone in his writing?  Is it harsh or kind, praising or 
corrective, doom-filled or hopeful?  What about the Philippian church has prompted that 
kind of response from Paul?  How is this church an example for how we should be as a body 
of Christ today? 
 

2. In Philippians, ch. 2, Paul uses a significant amount of ink to encourage the church toward 
being humble like Jesus, stating that their attitude should be the “same as that of Christ 
Jesus” (2:5, NIV).  How is our humility tied to our understanding that we are recipients of 
grace?  What should that humility look like right now, for example, as we engage in 
discussions about faith, politics, COVID-19 and the other issues currently making headlines?  
 

3. One of the main themes in Philippians is the unity of the body of Christ (see cross 
references in point 1a above).  What are some things that threaten the unity of the body of 
Christ today?  What are some topics/discussions that can divide believers?  How is Phil. 2:1-
2 a corrective to that division?   
 

4. The words “joy/rejoice” are repeated several times in this letter, and they are tied to having 
Jesus as our Lord.  Using the cross references in point 2a above, make a list of the benefits 
that come with having Jesus as Lord.  Why are they sources of joy for those who know him? 
 

5. Read Phil. 1:21-24 and 3:4-14 several times.  What does Paul say is the goal and the prize in 
his life?  What is he willing to give up for that prize?  Is that the main joy and goal of your 
life?  What are some competing goals that seek to have that place in your life?  What can 
you do to make sure they don’t? 

 
NEXT WEEK: “Attitude Toward the Saints” – Philippians 1:3-11 
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