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Nov. 4
End of QTR 1
Nov. 5
Virtual P-T Conferences
3:30-7:30
Report Cards
Nov. 6
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Alma Homecoming Week -October 19-23, 2020

No School In-service Days

Nov. 25-27
Thanksgiving Break
No School
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2020 Homecoming Queen Hailey Johnson & King Nick Loesel

S1618 State Road 35*Alma*WI*54610
Phone (608) 685-4416 * Fax (608)685-4446

Homecoming 2020
This year we were still able to have homecoming
week. We were very excited about it, although
there were some restrictions that we had to follow. It was the week of October 19-23, 2020. The
dress up days were as followed: Monday - Hick
vs. City, Tuesday - Color Day, Wednesday Sports Day, Thursday - Teacher Day, and Friday
- Spirit Day! We had a good response within the
entire school showing their school homecoming
spirit.
Front Row: Lane Wieczorek, Avery Wald, Max Benish, Jordan Pearson
Back Row: Briana Smolek, Khloe Carothers, Maycee Kummer,
Hailey Johnson, Nick Loesel, Julia Rud, Zoe LaDuke, Jessica Meier

Khloe Carothers, Briana Smolek,
Maycee Kummer, Hailey Johnson,
Jessica Meier, Zoe LaDuke, Julia Rud

On Friday, October 23, the boy’s football team played MelroseMindoro in Alma. Following the football game, the Homecoming Court drove across the field in separate trucks to social distance. Above is a picture of the court. The volleyball game was held in Alma. They played Eau Claire Immanuel. The game was on our live steam. Court was presented after
the volleyball game and the crowning of our Homecoming King and Queen 2020 was accomplished.
Congratulations to our King Nick & Queen Hailey!
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Superintendent Rob Stewart
The 2020-2021 school year certainly continues to fly by.
It’s hard to believe that November is almost here and Parent-Teacher Conferences are Thursday, November 5th and
Monday, November 9th. Even though these conferences
will be virtual, this is still an excellent time to meet with
our staff and continue to reinforce that connection that is
so valuable in the success of all of our students. As always, please do not hesitate to
reach out to us at school if you ever have any questions or concerns. Communication is an essential component to the success of each child’s education.
This school year continues to be interesting to say the least. As I
write this letter, Mother Nature decided to bless us with an October winter blast and a few
inches of snow. We are obviously doing our best to continue to navigate these inconsistent
times with COVID-19. I am very proud of our students and staff for all of their efforts throughout this school year. These trying times are certainly not easy for any of them, but they continue to persevere and work together to achieve greatness. I am also very thankful for all of the
support that our families have provided us during this unique start to the school year.
Our Alma Pride program continues to excel and we have so many wonderful students
that are being recognized every single day. The Alma School District has tremendous
students. We hold our students to the highest of expectations and we individualize a
learning plan that challenges each student. Our students are held accountable and
when issues arise, we take ownership and learn from it. Finally, we instill in our students that doing the little things right, make a big difference. That is ‘Alma Pride!’

To conclude, I would also like to share a little information about our current budget.
This year our District received an increase in Equalized Aid from the State of Wisconsin.
This increase in state aid afforded our District the opportunity to decrease levy amounts,
as well as mill rates for all of our taxpayers this school year. The Alma School District
was able to decrease the total school levy amount by $40,489, which equates to approximately a 2% decrease. This in turn, allowed for another significant drop in our mill
rate. Our mill rate two years ago was at $13.25 per $1000 of assessed property value and
our mill rate last year was $12.15. We are very happy to report that this year our mill
rate has dropped to $11.49. This is a significant savings to all of our taxpayers.
As a District, we certainly strive to be fiscally responsible to all of our communities. Through detailed budget
analysis, along with long range planning and budget forecast models, we take pride in spending wisely, all
while providing our students with a wealth of opportunities. As a community, our strongest investment is
every single student that walks through our school doors. As a District, I can assure you that we will continue
to provide all of our students with a variety of learning opportunities and experiences that prepare them for
the world ahead of them.
MAKE IT A GREAT DAY & GO EAGLES!
Rob Stewart
Superintendent of Alma Schools
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SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
ALMA BOARD OF EDUCATION
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
October 7, 2020
Board President, Dennis Hetrick, called the special
meeting of the Alma Board of Education to order at
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 7, 2020, in the
school library. Corey Hanson and Todd Myren were
absent from the meeting. Corey Hanson arrived at
7:05 p.m.
No public comment was made. Dennis Hetrick welcomed Sarah Danzinger and David Brommerich who
attended virtually.
Mr. Stewart presented the Personal Protective
Equipment during Pandemic/Epidemic Events Policy
8450.01 that was included in the board packet. Policy was discussed at the previous board meeting and
Mr. Stewart updated with options the board agreed
upon. Policy 8450.01 was approved by consensus of
the board.
Mr. Stewart presented an update to Policy 5200Attendance that was included in the board packet.
Neola added a few changes and there was one minor
option that we did not take as it didn’t make sense.
Policy 5200 updates were approved by consensus of
the board.
Mr. Stewart presented the Paraprofessional Realignment. After conducting extensive interviews our Administrative Assistant position was filled internally by
DeeDee Johnson. The interview committee then
moved forward with moving Kati Hanson to the Elementary Secretary position. A new interview committee conducted interviews to fill the elementary
paraprofessional position consisting of three internal
candidates, and two external candidates. The interview committee decided the following realignment
was the best overall plan for staff and our students:
Diane Mikelson to Kindergarten as Elementary
Paraprofessional, Meg Ruff to our Junior High/High
School Paraprofessional, and Melanie Inglett to
working one-on-one with our high school student
that goes to Durand. The realignment was approved
by consensus of the board.
Mr. Stewart included in the board packet the new
hire sheet for Diane Tuxen. Mrs. Tuxen was hired to
work as our one-on-one Paraprofessional with our
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elementary student that Melanie Inglett was working
with. Mr. Stewart has talked to parents of students
and the transition is going well. A motion was made
by Doug Kane and seconded by Sarah Danzinger to
approve the hire of Diane Tuxen for the One-on-one
Paraprofessional position. The motion carried.
Mr. Stewart presented dates to hold referendum
informational meetings. Mr. Stewart reviewed the
power point he will present at the referendum information meetings. Discussion was held. An in- person meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 14
at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria or gym depending on
the number of attendees. A second virtual meeting
will be held on Wednesday, October 21 at 7:00 p.m.
An additional mailing then would come out the following week and we will also utilize Apptegy and
Skyward to send out reminders and information.
Mr. Stewart recognized the school board for Wisconsin School Board Week October 4-10. Some social
media posts were put out and a press release was
published in the paper. Mr. Stewart thanked the
board for what they do for the District. Treats were
provided at the meeting by Mr. Stewart and Mary
Meixner.
Mr. Stewart presented the 2020-21 budget. Discussion was held. The Board would like to keep the mill
rate to a stable rate around $11.50. Mr. Stewart
brought to the board’s attention that the Fund 80
(Rivermen Clubhouse) was in a deficit from the 2019
-20 year end. Discussion was held. It was approved
by the consensus of the board to levy into Fund 80
to zero out the deficit and adjust the levy in Fund 39
to keep the mill rate around $11.50. Mr. Stewart will
make the adjustments and email the amended budget to the board members and get it sent to the paper
for publication.
A motion was made by Corey Hanson and seconded
by Doug Kane to adjourn the meeting. The motion
carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:02
p.m.
__________approved 10/26/20_____
Sarah Danzinger, Secretary
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SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
ALMA BOARD OF EDUCATION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
September 21, 2020
Board President, Dennis Hetrick, called the monthly
meeting of the Alma Board of Education to order at
7:00 p.m. on Monday, September 21, 2020, in the
school library. Doug Kane was absent from the
meeting.
No public comment was made.
Minutes of the August 17, 2020, regular board
meeting minutes, were presented and approved by
consensus of the board. District vouchers for
$359,552.21 and activity vouchers for $927.91 were
examined and approved by consensus of the board.
Ms. Bremer gave the Elementary Principal report.
Ms. Bremer stated it has been a great start to the
school year. The students and teachers have been
doing a great job. Ms. Bremer will be listening to
ELA webinars by the DPI the next five Mondays. A
change announced with English/Language Arts is
Wisconsin will no longer follow the Common Core
standards in this subject area. Ms. Bremer is also
working closely with new teacher, Kaydence Ruff.
Ms. Ruff is doing great, has lots of questions, and
other staff are also great to collaborate with any of
our new teachers. Mr. Reed gave a Middle/High
School report. Mr. Reed also stated the year has
got off to a great start. The students are excited to
be back in school. Rivermen Clubhouse has been
averaging 10 students per night. Todd Myren asked
what the target number of students was for the
program to run successfully. Mr. Reed stated that
seven students is their target number.
A motion was made by Todd Myren and seconded
by Sarah Danzinger to approve the hire of Valarie
Runions for the Assistant School Nurse. Motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Todd Myren and seconded
by Corey Hanson to approve the resignation of Jill
Stiehl, Administrative Assistant, with gratitude for
her years of service. The motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Todd Myren and seconded
by Corey Hanson to approve the hire of DeeDee
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Johnson as Administrative Assistant. The motion
carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Todd Myren and seconded
by Sarah Danzinger to approve the hire of Kati Hanson as Elementary Secretary. The motion carried.
Corey Hanson abstained from voting.
The next regular meeting will be held October 26,
2020 following the Budget Hearing and Annual
Meeting starting at 7:00 p.m.
Mr. Stewart reminded the board of the Special
School Board Meeting on October 7, 2020 at 7:00
p.m. to review the budget to approve for publication.
The Fall State Superintendent Conference was held
this past Thursday and Friday. It is typically held in
Madison, but this year it was 100% virtual. Mr.
Stewart attended different virtual portions and will
listen to recorded sessions from this conference.
Interviews will be held on Wednesday for the
Paraprofessional Job Posting for the position currently in the Kindergarten room. Mr. Stewart stated that there are three internal and two external
candidates that will be interviewed. Discussion
held.
Mr. Stewart stated that we are off to a good school
year. Mr. Stewart included in the board packet his
September newsletter insert. Discussion held.
Mr. Stewart included a tri-fold brochure that he has
been working on to send out on the upcoming referendum. The Community Relation Committee met
last Thursday, reviewed the brochure, and gave Mr.
Stewart information. Board discussed and gave Mr.
Stewart feedback. Mr. Stewart will make changes
and we will try to get the brochure out before the
beginning of October. The board will discuss and
set informational referendum meeting dates for the
public at the special board meeting.
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SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Mr. Stewart discussed with the board and was looking
for direction from the board with the Governor's current face covering order ending after Monday, September 28. Mr. Stewart reviewed some surveys done
by other school districts. Mr. Stewart had also surveyed the staff on their feelings on face coverings.
School districts surveyed stated 89.7% will require
face coverings after the order ends, 5% would strongly recommend and 5% would not require face coverings. Mr. Stewart also stated when reading the details that the school districts that say they would require face coverings when social distancing was not
available. . Alma Staff responses stated that 60% say
that masks should be worn when social distancing
isn’t available, 20% would like to continue as we are
doing and wear face coverings all the time, and 17%
stated not to wear face coverings at all. Mr. Stewart
gave the board some options. Option 1 was a new
order coming out from the Governor or DHS, which
Mr. Stewart doesn’t feel will happen. Option 2 would
be the Western Region Health Departments (which
Buffalo and Pepin Counties are a part of), are set to
come out with a recommendation next week on how
to proceed after the Governor’s order ends. Option 3
would be to not require facial coverings at all and only highly encourage face coverings in all areas. Option
4 would look at some sort of balance and refer back
to our original reopening plan where we highly encouraged face coverings and in designated areas, we
required face coverings where social distancing was
simply not feasible. Mr. Stewart reviewed with the
board a policy that NEOLA just came out with. Discussion held. The board agreed with the recommendations Mr. Stewart selected in the NEOLA policy. The
board agreed to go with the Western Region Health
Departments recommendation.

John Hoch, Andy Hoch, Josh Kennedy, and Rob Stewart for $100 from the Booster Club Battle Golf winning over Labor Day weekend at The Grove Golf
Course. The Alma Booster Club also earned over
$700 from this same event just for the number of
those that participated.
The Policy Committee has not met since the last
board meeting. No new meeting date has been set at
this time.

The Buildings/Grounds and Transportation Committee has not met since the last board meeting. No
new meeting date has been set at this time.
The Community Relations Committee met on Thursday, September 17, 2020. Mr. Stewart showed the
committee the brochure he has put together for the
referendum and received feedback from the committee. The committee did discuss the face covering
order and came up with the same consensus that the
board did. No new meeting date has been set at this
time.
The Personnel Committee has not met since the last
board meeting. No new meeting date has been set at
this time.
There was no closed session items to discuss.
A motion was made by Corey Hanson and seconded
by Todd Myren to adjourn the meeting. The motion
carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:37
p.m.
______approved 10/26/20_______
Sarah Danzinger, Secretary

Mr. Stewart reviewed with the board the letter he
would like to send out. Once a recommendation is
received from the Western Region Health Departments, Mr. Stewart will send out a letter on face coverings.
Donation was received for the Booster Club from
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Superintendent Rob Stewart

Elementary Principal Jane Bremer

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ALMA
Rob Stewart
Superintenent
Jane Bremer
Elementary Principal
Josh Reed
Assistant Principal/Teacher
Betty Glander
Athletic Director

BOARD OF EDUCATION:
Dennis Hetrick, Pr esident
Todd Myren, V. Pr esident
Sarah Danzinger, Cler k
Corey Hanson, Treasur er
Douglas Kane, Member

S1618 State Road 35 • Alma, WI 54610-8301 • Phone: 608-685-4416 • Fax: 608-685-4446 • www.alma.k12.wi.us
October 16, 2020
Dear Parents/Guardians:
The following letter contains important information regarding parent/student/teacher conferences. We have made
some important changes to how conferences will operate this fall and we have also made some scheduling changes
that we hope will allow more families to attend. Please read this document carefully and let our offices know if you
have any questions.
One of the first key changes is that our conferences will now be on Thursday, November 5th and Monday, November 9th. On both days, conferences will run from 3:30 – 7:30 PM. All confer ences w ill be scheduled ahead
of time and will be held virtually. By virtually, conferences will be held via zoom. If the utilization of zoom does not
work for you, just let our teacher (s) know and they will set up a conference via phone.
As mentioned above, all conferences will be scheduled in advance. Accompanying this letter is a document that contains a digital sign-up process called “Sign-Up Genius.” Sign-Up Genius is an online platform that all of our teachers
will be using to schedule conferences. As parents, we simply ask that you go to this document and click on the link(s)
for the teachers you would like to conference with and select a time that works for you. Once you select an available
timeslot, you will click submit and sign up at the bottom of the page and then you will be directed to add your child’s
name. The sign-up genius app will then automatically lock you into that time and allow teachers to see in real time
who has signed up for what time slots. In addition, the sign-up genius app will send you a confirmation email of your
scheduled conference (s).
All time slots will be 15 minutes in length and our teachers will keep conferences to about 12 minutes total to respect
everyone’s time. This will also help ensure that teachers can get to their next scheduled conference and parents/
guardians with multiple children can get to their next scheduled conference on time. If you find that you need more
time to discuss things with a specific teacher, please let that teacher know and they will schedule an additional conference with you. Also, if for some reason all of the available timeslots are taken for a particular teacher, just let us
know and we will schedule additional times. To recap, please open the sign-up document and schedule your
timeslots for each child and teacher (s) by the end of this week (Friday, October 23 rd). If you are having any issues
with this process, please do not hesitate to contact our offices and we can schedule times for you.
Once all of our conferences have been scheduled, we will then send out a second document that will have a zoom
meeting link for every one of our teachers. We will wait to send this document out as our two conference dates (Nov.
5th & 9th) get closer. On the day of your conference, we ask that you bring up the link about 5 minutes before your
conference start time. You will immediately be placed in an online waiting room and the teacher will admit you into
the virtual conference when they are ready and have completely finished the conference prior. We certainly highly
encourage students to attend their conferences as well.
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Superintendent Rob Stewart

Elementary Principal Jane Bremer

Through these zoom meetings, all of our teachers will have the ability to admit only designated individuals and to
also remove previous participants to ensure that you are having a one-on-one confidential conference with the
teacher. Again, we want to reiterate that if you are not comfortable using the zoom platform, we can certainly do a
phone conference. All we ask is that you coordinate that phone conference with the teacher ahead of time.
Please note that we will be dismissing at our normal 2:30 PM time on both conference days. The original master
schedule that was approved last winter prior to COVID-19 had a 1:00 PM dismissal on Thursday, November 5th with
conferences going from 3:00 to 8:00 PM and then conferences from 8:00 to 11:00 AM on Friday, November 6 th.
Again, please note that conferences will now be held on Thursday, November 5th and Monday, November 9th
from 3:30 – 7:30 PM an d on both d ays w e w ill dism iss at ou r no r m al 2:30 PM tim e. Fin ally, th er e
still will be NO SCHOOL on Friday, November 6th.
One of the most important components of your child’s elementary and secondary education is consistent communication between students, parents and classroom teachers. Your participation in parent/student/teacher conferences
provides an excellent opportunity to bring everyone together to review what is happening currently, along with planning for the future. By meeting with your children’s teachers, you are able to find out first-hand what your children
are learning in the classroom and how they are achieving individualized classroom goals. In addition to academic
achievement, you have the opportunity to discuss social and citizenship aspects, all of which build a foundation for
future success. We look forward to seeing you for the Fall Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences, which are now
scheduled for Thursday, November 5th and Monday, November 9th from 3:30 – 7:30 PM.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to any of our staff. Thanks for all of your
support and make it a great day!
Sincerely,

Rob Stewart
Superintendent
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Elementary Principal
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2020 Virtual Fall Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences
Thursday, November 5th from 3:30 - 7:30 PM
Monday, November 9th from 3:30 - 7:30 PM
Find your Teachers:
Parents & Guardians ~ Simply click on the link(s) for the teachers you would like to conference with
and select a time that works for you. Once you select an available time slot, you will click submit
and sign up at the bottom of the page and then you will be directed to add your child’s name.
The sign-up genius app will then automatically lock you into that time and allow teachers to see
in real time who has signed up for each 15 minute time slot. In addition, the sign-up genius app
will send you a confirmation email of your scheduled conference(s).

Due Date:
Parents & Guardians ~ Please sign up for your conference time slots by Friday, October 23rd. This is
the only step needed at this time. As our conference dates get closer, we will send out another
email similar to this one that will have a zoom meeting link for each teacher. You will then use
that link to access your conference times on Thursday, November 5th or Monday, November 9th.

Questions:
As always, please let us know if you have any questions. If you are having any difficulties signing up
for conferences, just contact our offices. Thanks!
Elementary Teachers:
Samantha Rolbiecki: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAF2EA6FEC61-rolbiecki
Kaydence Ruff: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAE2EABFEC16-ruff
Kandi Steinke:https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48ABA92EA3F5C07-steinke
Lynn Brecka:https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAA92AA3FDCE9-brecka
Sydney Sylvester: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAE28A4F8CF8-sylvester
Tim Ruff: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48aaaf2caaf9c34-ruff
Sherry Brevick: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAA2BAAFDC52-brevick
Betty Glander: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAB2AA4FBC07-glander
Julie Goeldner: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAD2FA1FACE9-goeldner
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2020 Virtual Fall Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences

Junior High & High School Teachers:
Carolyn Grisen: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0448AAAF23A7F58-grisen
Loren Mueller :https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAF2DA2F9C52-mueller
Keith Oie: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAD2EA2FEC34-oiehs
Isaac Mezera: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48A4A62CAAFAC16-mezera
Bryan Kilian: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAF22A5FDC43-kilian
Daren Edwards: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAF2CA0FBC43-edwards
Melissa Krzoska: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAE2BA4FBC07-krzoska

PreK-12 Special & Elective Teachers:
Lana Rieck: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAF2EA1FCCE9-rieck
Josh Reed: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAE22A7FBC52-reed
Katie Dierauer: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAD29A1F4C52-dierauer
Scott Noll: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054DA4AC29A2FB6-noll
Amanda Burrow: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAE2BAAFAC52-burrow
Joan Draxler-Ruff: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAF2EA7FAC16-draxlerruff
Melissa Graff: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48ABAA29A4FECF8-graff
Andy Graff: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48AAAE22A5FBC52-graff
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ELEMENTARY NEWS
During Fire Safety Awareness Week the Kindergarteners & 2nd graders were visited by Alma Fire Chief Tom Brakke. He talked with us about fire safety and
what to do in case of a fire. We talked about EDITH, Stop Drop and Roll, and
how we should try to get out of our homes. He even showed us the heat detecting camera. Thanks to Fire Chief Tom Brakke for visiting our classrooms
and reminding us about fire safety.

THANK YOU!
Rivermen Clubhouse wants to recognize The Bob Schalinske Family
for donating items to support our
Rivermen Clubhouse.
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REMEMBER OUR VETERANS NOVEMBER 11, 2020

In past years we honored our Veterans as Alma American Legion/Auxiliary Post 224 would
come out to our school and present a Veterans Day Program for the student body; reminding us what Veterans Day stands for, what the flag means, and to enjoy their company.
The Auxiliary would also present small flags to the 3rd grade class after a presentation about flag etiquette. The Auxiliary will be having flags given out yet this year
to help them remember what the flag means.
As we look into our new world with COVID-19 and the changes to our normal routines;
even though we can’t be together in honor of our Veterans, we would still like to remember the Veterans who fought for what we have today. Remember them on November 11,
2020, you may call a Veteran to thank them or even send them a thank you message.
Thank You Veterans!
We support you!
Alma Area Schools

"The only place that freedom comes before sacrifice is in the dictionary."
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RIGHT START 2020-2021
Right Start
For children 0-4 years of age
Due to COVID-19, we are unable to meet in person, at school right now for the Right Start program.
However, I still want to extend an invitation for Moms, Dads, Grandparents, and children 0-4 years of
age to register for Right Start fun through monthly theme packets that can be picked up or mailed to
you from school.
The purpose of Right Start is to provide activities that enhance early childhood brain development
through play, crafts, games, music, and reading. Each month, activities will be planned around a
specific theme. Families who register for the packet will receive a “My Big World” Scholastic magazine, a free book, and activities to do with your child at home.

If COVID-19 ever starts to diminish, we would try and meet at school once again. For now, activities
will be offered off-site for our Right Start families to complete in the comfort of their own home.
The following themes are planned for this school year. Please let me know if you would like to register your child for this experience.
2020-2021 RIGHT START THEMES
MONTH/PACKET READY DATE

THEME

November- Packet ready by Nov. 13th

Autumn and Let’s Talk Turkey

December- Packet ready by Dec. 15th

Holiday Helpers and Hibernation

January- Packet ready by Jan. 15th

Snow, Ice, and Polar Animals

February- Packet ready by Feb. 16th

Ways to Say “ I Love You” and Smile

March- Packet ready by March 16th

Changing Weather and Baby Animals

April- Packet ready by April 19th

Plants, Caterpillars and Butterflies

May- Plans to be determined
Summer Safety and Fish
To register your family for this offering please contact Jane Bremer-Elementary Principal at
bremerj@alma.k12.wi.us or call me at 608-685-4417/306. I am looking forward to working with all of
you and meeting our newest and youngest children of our school family.
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AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK
November 16-20, 2020
American Education Week presents everyone with an opportunity to celebrate public education and
honor individuals who are making a difference in ensuring that every student receives a quality education. (NEA-National Education Association)
When and how did American Education Week begin to get recognized? The National Education Association was one of the first sponsors of American Education Week. In 1919, NEA and the American Legion met to seek ways to generate public support for education because 25 percent of World
War I draftees were illiterate. In 1921, the NEA Representative Assembly met in Des Moines, Iowa
and called for designation of one week each year to spotlight education. A resolution from this assembly meeting stated, “American Education Week will be observed in all communities annually for
the purpose of informing the public of the accomplishments and needs of the public schools and to
secure the cooperation and support of the public in meeting those needs.”
This year it is not possible to have parents physically visit our school during this week due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. However, there are other ways that parents and other significant others can
take an active role in their child’s education. Parental involvement means reading to your children,
checking your child’s homework, limiting television on school nights, developing a relationship with
your child’s teacher (s), participating in parent-student-teacher conferences, and simply having a
conversation with children about their school day. Research shows that parental involvement in
school will improve student achievement.
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FFA
Fundraiser

This year’s fruit sale will be a little bit different. Students
will be selling directly to their family members, but an
online sale with pick up at the school will be the option for
everyone else to still support our sale. The fruit will be delivered the 2 nd week of December with pickup from
2:30 to 5:00 on the selected day. The sale will run till Nov 29 th. The sale supports the classes of 2021, 2025,
and the Alma FFA. The link for the online sale is https://sales.minntexcitrus.com/organization/alma/ If you
have any question please e-mail or call Mr. Noll at nolls@alma.k12.wi.us or 608-685-4416. Thanks for all of
your support and we will do our best to help make this a great sale for 2020!

New changes within Alma Area Schools!
Recognizing New Changes & Faces:



Val Runions:

Assistant School Nurse



Diane Tuxen:

Paraprofessional, Elementary



DeeDee Johnson:

MS/HS Secretary



Kati Hanson:

Elementary Secretary



Diane Mikelson:

Paraprofessional, Elementary



Meg Ruff:

Paraprofessional, MS/HS Learning Center



Melanie Inglett:

Paraprofessional, High School
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BAND NEWS 2020
2020 Band!
A Note from D-R
This year is very different for the band without pep band and other performances, but we are adapting very
well and are incorporating several different learning strategies to keep the music alive. We meet once a
week with one grade at a time to make sure we can space out at least 6 feet apart in the band room. Students
also have adjusted to wearing masks while not playing and they love their new red bell covers! It’s been
good for the students to play once again with just their grade level. It’s like having an “advanced” beginning band class all over again!
Along with playing our instruments, we are also doing a variety of music theory and music history games
and activities. Kahoot has certainly become a favorite “Among us!” Another skill we added was bucket
drumming. Students are learning how to count and play rhythms at a more advanced level (while hopefully
keeping a steady beat). They are all gaining a deeper respect for our percussionists in the band! No, it’s not
as easy as it looks.
In 5th Grade Music Class, we are playing the recorder once again and also doing a wide variety of clapping
and body drumming exercises to perfect our rhythm skills and coordination. Each week Mrs. Draxler-Ruff
demonstrates a new instrument to the class so when it is time to choose a musical instrument, they will have
first-hand knowledge as to how each instrument is played and what it sounds like.

As for when we will be able to perform a concert, Mrs. Draxler-Ruff is checking into livestreaming some performances in the near future. More information will be sent home as we work out all the details.
Thank you parents, once again, for all your support with the band students. If there is one thing that can help
us all through this, it’s music. I firmly believe that music is the “cure” to our worries, our fears, and all that is
dark in this world. History has shown us time and time again that if there is one thing constant in our lives
that can bring us all together, it’s music.
Stay safe, take care, and keep on rockin’ everyone!
Love, D-R!
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VOCAL MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS 2020
Greetings from the Vocal Music Department! This year has certainly started off like no other, and it
continues to be an adventure!
Elementary music classes have been held in the students’ respective classrooms. With the aid of smartboards and other technology upgrades, the students and I have been experiencing music in a new way.
We are utilizing a website, MusicPlayOnline.com, for most of our musical experiences. The students are
able to learn songs, watch videos, play games, and listen to stories. There are interactive portions and
there are also activities to do while at home. This website would also be our main source for music
class should school close for whatever reason. It is truly a one-stop shop for delightful musical experiences that students have at their fingertips. A HUGE thank you to the Alma Area School District for purchasing the year-long subscription to this website. Ask your student to show it to you – you will be
amazed!
The Junior High and Senior High Choirs are taking a little different path this year. Although our singing
time has been drastically reduced, we are discovering there is more to being in choir than just singing.
We are currently learning about the Renaissance Period (1400-1600) and the composers of the time.
The students have begun working on a year-long slide show that will feature all musical time periods
(1400-present day), respective composers and their works, and cultural connections. I am already looking forward to their finished projects in May!

As I write this article, I find that I am missing our preparations for the annual Veteran’s Day program.
Patriotic music is staple in our society. Whether it be our National Anthem or the Star and Stripes Forever march by John Philip Sousa, patriotic music will get your toes tapping and your heart filled with
pride! No matter your favorite genre of music, patriotic songs seem to pass through social boundaries
and unite us. Veteran’s Day is as important as it ever was. I would like to share a couple of video clips
with you - I will be sharing these songs with the students in the near future.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOaItibiwjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kX_3y3u5Uo

On the eleventh day of the eleventh month at the eleventh hour, take a minute to pause to remember
the fallen. Remember those who have served or are still serving our country. I encourage you to thank
a veteran, past or present, for their service and sacrifices.

Best Regards,
Mel Graff
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NOVEMBER 2020
Menu
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

2. Breakfast: Muffins
or cereal/toast, banana , juice, milk
Lunch: BBQ pulled
pork, coleslaw, corn,
applesauce

3. Breakfast: Oat chip
bar or cereal/ toast,
apple, juice, milk
Lunch: Cheeseburger,
baked lays, baked
beans, fruit cocktail

4. Breakfast: Scone or
cereal/toast, orange
slices, juice, milk
Lunch: Chicken dumpling soup, breadstick,
peaches

5. Breakfast: Yogurt
6.No School
w/crackers or cereal/
toast, strawberries,
juice, milk
Lunch: Tater tot hotdish, bread, mandarin
oranges

9. Breakfast: Muffins
or cereal/toast, banana, juice, milk
Lunch: Lasagna, garlic
toast, broccoli, applesauce

10. Breakfast: Pop
tarts or cereal/toast,
apple, juice, milk
Lunch: Walking taco,
fixings, corn, pears

11. Breakfast: Bagel
w/p.b. or cereal/
toast, orange slices,
juice, milk
Lunch: El: Pizza Dippers w/marinara/H.S.
Enchilada Bake, peas,

12. Breakfast: Cereal
bar or cereal/toast,
string cheese, strawberries
Lunch: Grilled Hawaiian chicken sandwich,
carrots, pineapple

13. Breakfast: Cinnamon roll or cereal/
toast, raisins, juice,
milk
Lunch: Potato crusted
cod, au gratin potatoes, banana

16. Muffins or cereal/
toast, banana, juice,
milk
Lunch: Crispy chicken
bowls, roll, corn,
mandarin oranges

17. Breakfast: Yogurt
w/granola or cereal/
toast, blueberries,
juice, milk
Lunch: Sloppy joes,
broccoli and cheese,
pineapple

18. Banana bread or
cereal/toast, apple,
juice, milk
Lunch: Sausage,
cheese, and egg croissant, tri-tater, fresh
veggies and dip,

19. Breakfast: Donut
holes or cereal/toast,
orange slices, juice,
milk
Lunch: Personal pizzas, peas, peaches

20. Breakfast: Cereal/
toast, banana, juice,
milk
Lunch: Turkey,
mashed potatoes,
gravy, green bean
casserole, stuffing,

23. No School
In-Service

24. No School
In-Service

25. No School
Thanksgiving break

26. No School
Thanksgiving Day

27. No School
Thanksgiving break

30. Breakfast: Muffins
or cereal/toast, banana, juice, milk
Lunch: Loaded crispy
chicken sandwich,
pasta salad, applesauce

Friday

***Offered Daily-Breakfast: Choice of Cereal, WG Toast, Fresh Fruit/ Juice***
***Offered Daily-Breakfast: Choice of Cereal, WG Toast, Fresh Fruit/ Juice***
*** Daily-Lunch: Single Serve Salad ***
***Offered Daily-Milk:
FF White,Single
1% White,
Chocolate***
*** Daily-Lunch:
Serve FF
Salad
***
"This institution is an equal opportunity provider."
***Offered Daily-Milk: FF White, 1% White, FF Chocolate***
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