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Dear Parents and Families,  

In light of recent events, I wanted to reach out to you to let you know about our emergency protocols we implement at 

school.  We use a nationally recognized Standard Response Protocol for K12 Schools.  

Here is a brief description of the protocols we use:    

Lockdown:   

How:  We initiate this by announcing, “Lockdown, Locks, Lights, Out of Sight.”  

Why:  We implement this protocol when there is a threat or hazard INSIDE the building, which could be dangerous for 

our students and staff.   

Instruction to parents and families:  Please remain calm and wait for further information from the school and or law 

enforcement.  

Lockout:   

How:  We initiate this by announcing, “Lock out, Everyone Must Stay Inside.”   

Why:  We implement this protocol when there is a threat or hazard OUTSIDE the building, which could be dangerous for 

our students and staff.   

Instruction to parents and families:  Please remain calm and wait for further information from the school or law 

enforcement.  

Evacuate:   

How:  We initiate this by using an alarm system (Fire Alarm).   

Why:  We implement this protocol when there is a hazard inside the building that requires us to evacuate.    

Instruction to parents and families:  Please remain calm and wait for further information from the school.  If 

reunification is necessary, we will contact you.   

Shelter:   

Why:  We implement this protocol when there is a hazard inside the building that requires us to take shelter.    

Instruction to parents and families:  Please remain calm and wait for further information from the school.  If 

reunification is necessary, we will contact you.   

Hold:   

How:  We initiate this by announcing, “HOLD, Please hold in the classroom.”   
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Why:  We implement this protocol when there is a situation that is better for our students if they were to remain in 

classrooms.   

Last month, we had to implement the LOCKDOWN protocol when there was a potential threat to our students and staff 

on campus after school hours.  We made the decision to act because we felt it was the best option to keep our students 

and staff safe.  The person in question was in our parking lot and then entered the school through the exterior door near 

the gym.  After the suspect was apprehended, The Boise County Sheriff’s Department announced that the suspect 

appeared to be having some mental health issues, and he was taken into custody.  I do not have any additional details 

regarding the intruder.  

This morning, we were advised to engage the LOCKOUT protocol at our school.  This protocol is commonly used when 

there is a potential danger outside the school or in the surrounding area.  Today, there was a law enforcement concern 

that had no involvement with the school.  This is a typical response to this type of scenario.   

After the LOCKDOWN incident occurred, I received feedback asking that we alert parents when there is a protocol 

initiated so they can discuss the situation with their children.  After deliberation with the staff, I decided this should also 

take place even when we have a lockdown or lockout drill.   We practice the various protocols several times each year to 

ensure we are prepared in the event we need to engage a protocol during a real life situation.  

 I am very sorry that the announcement of these protocols cause concern.  As a parent myself, I have a lot of compassion 

for the way it makes parents feel when they get an emergency notification regarding school safety.  I want to ensure you 

that we take school safety very seriously, and these protocols are part of our overall school safety plan.    

Please visit http://iloveyouguys.org/srp.html  for additional information.    

 

I am hosting a PARENT NIGHT on GOOGLE MEET on November 11th at 6:30 pm for those who are interested in learning 

more about the Standard Response Protocol.  Please email me, and I will send you a link for the discussion.  

 

Thank you for your support,  

 

Jackie Johnson 

Garden Valley School Principal  

Email:  jjohnson@gvsd.net  
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