
 

NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

WILLIAMS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2 GOVERNING BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2020 
 

College, Career, and Community Ready 

Roll Call:  

Board Members:     Administration: 

Carla Dent, President – Present   Rick Honsinger, Superintendent – Present 

Ann Wells, Vice President – Present   Eric Evans, WHS Principal – Present 

Leah Payne – Present    Carissa Morrison, WEMS Principal – Present 

Michael Fleishman – Present   Jessica Guzman, Special Services Director – Absent 

Herman Nixon – Present    Joyce McNelly, Business Manager/Board Secretary – Present 

      Brianne Ford, Admin. Assistant/Board Minutes – Present 

      Guests: 4 

 

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

OPENING ITEMS 

 
A. Call to Order  

B. Pledge of Allegiance 

C. Reorder Agenda 

D. Adopt Agenda 

 Mrs. Dent called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Motion made by Mr. Fleishman to adopt the agenda, second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Visitors are provided time to make statements to the Board.  Those wishing to do so please complete a “Request to 

address the Board” form and return it to the Board President.  Statements should be limited to no more than 5 minutes. 

Please keep in mind that the Board cannot take action on comments, questions, or concerns at this time.  

 Kali Kaliche:  At a recent political rally in Williams, WUSD2 buses were used as a visual blockade. Ms. 

Kaliche stated that she was disappointed that they were there, and that it was illegal for them to be there.  

We must have respect for the law and respect for each other throughout the community. Ms. Kaliche 

provided the board with Arizona Revised Statute 15-1551. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 Kashaeda Sutton and her efforts to make Homecoming a reality for WHS this school year  

 Mr. Evans stated that without Kashaeda’s efforts this year, we probably would not have had a homecoming. She 

did a great job and it was a very successful week. Mr. Evans presented Kashaeda with flowers and a gift card on 

behalf of WHS staff and the school board. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

1. Accept and acknowledge donation: Approve Donation as listed. 

 Miscellaneous supplies – Sierra Brandt value of $150.00 

 Mr. George Watt donated a Mesa robot vacuum for to the Robotics Club, estimated value $250.00. 

 Motion made by Mrs. Payne to approve Donations as listed, second by Mrs. Wells. 

 Motion approved 5/0 

2. Discussion and possible action re: Approve School WUSD 2020-2021 Re – Opening Plan changes. 

 Motion made by Mrs. Wells to discuss WUSD 2020-2021 Re-Opening Plan changes, second by Mrs. Payne 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that one thing that we seem to constantly be battling, is contact with possible COVID 

cases.  We are trying to use common sense when this happens. We talk with the student, teachers and 

parents. The county is very strict in their guidance with this issue.  They recommend a 14-day quarantine.  

We really are at the mercy of people telling us what is going on.  Every case is different so there is not really 

a specific guideline to follow. Does the board have any guidance for situations like this? 

 Mr. Nixon stated that he did some research on the latest CDC guidelines. The CDC states that we should 

not be checking kid’s temperatures when they get on buses or arrive at school. This is because fever’s can 

be related to many other things besides COVID.  Right now, our thermometers are not giving accurate 

readings because of the cold temperatures.  This is something that the Police Department is battling as well. 

Things are always changing, even at the CDC.  Mr. Nixon stated that he has been surprised in the past 

couple of weeks with the positive numbers that we have had in our zip code.  Currently there are 15 positive 

cases within our zip code, 3 are within city limits. Most of the cases are contained to households of people. 

We need to come up with better ways to screen kids. Temperature taking is just not accurate. 



 Mrs. Logan stated that she brought some pictures of thermometer readings for the board to see.  At WEMS, 

they have moved the temperature stations into the long hallway and are still not getting accurate readings.  

This has also been a problem on the busses. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that we should continue to wear masks, social distance, wash hands and sanitize well.  This 

disease is not going away.  Parents have been doing a good job of keeping kids home when they are sick.  We 

are wasting time and manpower at this point, by taking inaccurate temperatures in the mornings. 

 Mrs. Wells stated that she can see the cold weather affecting temperature taking.  Masks are mandated by 

the Governor and so we must continue to do that. Mrs. Wells stated that she thinks that staff should continue 

to have their temperatures taken in the mornings.  This is a way that they can be proactive. Kids waiting for 

busses or walking to school could have a temperature that reads to high or low, based on the weather and 

what they are wearing. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that he has been surprised at the number of cases in our zip code for the past couple of 

weeks.  We may start getting cases in our schools.  If/when that happens; we may need to make some 

different decisions. 

 Mr. Fleishman stated that he agrees with Mr. Nixon. When the decision was made to take everyone’s 

temperatures in the morning, it was recommended by the CDC.  It’s not anymore.  Mr. Fleishman stated 

that we have come up with a good re-opening plan, but now we need to work on a closing plan.  We need to 

have something prepared in case we need to shut down in-person school.  Hopefully we won’t have to, but 

we need to be ready. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that in regards to Rick’s question, every circumstance is different and we just need to do 

the best we can in the situation. The re-opening plan is a living document and will be adjusted as needed. 

The CDC guidelines are also constantly changing.  Last week our football and volleyball games were 

canceled because one student in the opposing team’s high school tested positive.  It wasn’t anyone on the 

team, but they could have been exposed. 

 Dr. Morrison stated that Mrs. Logan has been doing a great job.  The temperatures taken in the morning, 

in the hallways and on the buses, have not been accurate for the past couple of weeks.  We have been 

brainstorming to try to figure out something that will work better.  A couple of the things that we have come 

up with are no temperature checks, or possibly doing it later in the morning. 

 Mr. Honsinger asked Mr. Evans and Dr. Morrison when was the last time you sent someone home for a high 

temperature? 

 Mrs. Logan stated that it had been about three weeks for WEMS 

 Mr. Evans stated that he had a couple of high temperatures at the high school last week. When that happens 

he usually sets them aside for a minute and asks if they had been in a car with the heater blasting.  In those 

cases they had been and when their temperature was taken again, they were normal. Some kids who walk 

to school won’t even register on the thermometer.  It just says low. 

 Mr. Fleishman asked if teachers were still monitoring students in class? 

 Mrs. Logan stated that they were.  When a teacher sends a student to her office, she still takes their 

temperature. 

 Dr. Morrison stated that if the board decides to stop taking morning temperatures, she will reiterate to her 

staff that they need to be vigilant about monitoring students. 

 Mr. Evans also confirmed that his staff could increase their diligence. 

 Mr. Nixon asked if all of the staff gets their temperatures taken in the morning? 

 Mr. Honsinger confirmed that they do and that there is a sign-in sheet. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that he suggests that the district stop doing temperature checks for students.  I think staff 

will do it on their own.  Teachers and Administrators should watch the kids closely.  Mr. Nixon stated that 

he didn’t know what to tell Mr. Honsinger about students who have been in contact with possible positive 

COVID cases. We’ll just have to deal with it on a case-by-case basis. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that adults are more likely to show symptoms.  All of the situations that we have had, 

have been unique.  In those cases, parents have been very cooperative.  They have been willing to get their 

students tested, just to rule out the possibility. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that he thinks temperature taking should be removed for now and we can revisit it if we 

need too. 

 Dr. Morrison stated that she feels like it would be a good service to the community to continue to have staff 

take their temperature when they arrive at work.  We should also continue to have parents and visitors that 

arrive on campus, get their temperature taken. 

 Mrs. Dent stated that we need let parents know of this change.  They also need to be aware that they will 

need to monitor their child at home every morning. 

 Mrs. McNelly stated that the board would need to make a motion to act on this change, since it is an action 

item. 

 Mr. Nixon made a motion to halt temperature checks on students and to continue temperature checks on 

staff and visitors, second by Mrs. Payne. 



 Motion approved 5/0 

3. Discussion and possible action re: Approve the Teacher Evaluation Instrument for SY21. 

 Motion made by Mr. Fleishman to approve the Teacher Evaluation Instrument for SY21, second by Mr. 

Nixon. 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that there are not many changes.  He stated that this is the late October plan. It could 

change again based on how the rest of the school year goes.  Last year, due to the COVID closure, teachers 

were not evaluated. 

4. Discussion and possible action re: Approve IGA with Coconino County Education Service Agency for 

Professional Development in Oct., Nov., and Jan.  

 Motion made by Mrs. Payne to approve IGA with Coconino County Education Service Agency for 

Professional Development in Oct, Nov, and Jan, second by Mrs. Wells. 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that they would be using the County again for half-day trainings via ZOOM. 

5. Discussion and possible action re: Approve the following coaches for SY21 

 Allison Mitkowski – Middle School Girls BB Head 

 Christy Endicott – Middle School Girls BB Asst. 

 Phillip Echeverria – Girls BB Head. 

 Troy Mortensen – Boys BB Head 

 Cooper Elliot – Boys BB Asst. 

 Motion made by Mrs. Payne to approve the coaches as listed for SY21, second by Mr. Fleishman. 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 Mrs. Wells stated that she would like to see a woman, either volunteer or help coach with the girl’s teams. 

We need to strive to find a woman to accompany the team to games, just in case there is ever an issue in the 

locker room.  This could be a parent if they were willing to volunteer.  We could even look into paying some 

kind of stipend to travel with the team. 

 Mrs. Dent stated that she did not see an assistant coach listed for girl’s basketball and suggested that we 

could try to find a woman who was willing to take that position.  If one couldn’t be found, then we could 

look for a volunteer. 

 Mr. Honsinger agreed with the board members. 

6. Discussion and possible action re: Approve an after school tutoring position, 2 hours per week funded by 

Homeless Education Grant and Title 1.   

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to approve an after school tutoring position, 2 hours per week funded by the 

Homeless Education Grant and Title 1, second by Mr. Fleishman. 

 Motion approved 5/0 
7. Discussion and possible action re: Approve Board\Superintendent relation items as discussed. Governing 

Board may vote to enter into Executive Session, which will not be open to the public, pursuant to ARS 38- 

431.03 (A) (1) and ARS 38- 431.03 (A) (3). 

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to move into Executive Session, second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 Executive Session was entered at 6:37 pm. 

 Motion made by Mrs. Payne to rise out of Executive Session, Second by Mr. Nixon 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 Mrs. Dent rose out of Executive Session at 7:11 pm 

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to direct Counsel to take direction we gave in Executive Session, 

second by Mr. Fleishman. 

 Motion approved 5/0 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – The Governing Board may identify items they would like placed on a future 

agenda.   

 November 11 – Change next Board Meeting to November 18th 

 Certified Contract – Rewording of Contracts – January meeting 

 Delegate Assembly – Leah Payne 

 Closure Plan 

 
  



ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Motion made by Mrs. Payne to adjourn, second by Mr. Nixon 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board President ____________________________________________________ Date ______________________ 


