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Pre-K Program Marks New Beginning
They came into
“I’m looking
the room reluctantly,
forward to getting
some of them clinging
to know the kids
to their parents. As
and parents,” said
they sat in their seats,
Bradley. “I’m also
some looked around
looking forward
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to this being a fun
eagerly grabbed for
learning community
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The Pre-K curchatter, laughter, and
riculum is aligned
new friendships being
with New York State
formed - this won’t be
learning standards.
so bad after all.
Bradley is using
December 1
HighScope curricumarked a new belum, which focuses
ginning at MMCS
on active, hands-on
with the start of our
learning that allows
full-day Pre-Kinstudents to interThe Class of 2029 with teaching assistant Susanne Clemens (back left) and teacher Kellee
dergarten program.
act with the world
Bradley (back right).
Teacher Kellee
around them. PrinBradley, teaching
cipal Greene said
assistant Susanne Clemens, and Principal Rachael Greene welthat the American Reading Company framework will eventually
comed anxious students and their families to an orientation on
be introduced to Pre-K students and English languages services
Nov. 30. This gave students an opportunity to get familiar with
are already being offered.
staff and their new classroom, while giving parents the chance to
The District received a grant through New York State to fully
gather information and ask questions.
fund the program. There are currently 12 students enrolled, but
Bradley discussed the daily schedule, which will run from
a total of 18 can be accepted. Children had to be the age of 4 by
8:30 am to 2:30 pm Monday through Friday. The program will
Dec. 1 to meet the requirements. Participation will be based on a
follow the regular K-12 instructional calendar. Pre-K students
lottery each year.
will be bused separately from their older counterparts. Students
There are still spaces available in this year’s class. If you would
and parents were able to ride the bus and meet drivers during
like more information on registering your child(ren) for this
orientation. Due to the shortened day, all specials including art,
year or are interested in the program for next school year, please
physical education, and music will take place in the classroom.
contact 658-5036 to request a registration packet.
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Martire Attends
National Conference

MMCS Librarian Patty Martire
attended the American Association of
School Librarians (AASL) National
Conference in Columbus, Ohio in
November. This year’s conference had a
theme of “Experience Education Evolution.” Martire attended workshops,
author events, and the exhibition
featuring companies relevant to school
libraries. She was also able to network
with librarians from around the country, learning techniques that she could
bring back to MMCS.

To MMCS!!
Joette Nagle
School Nurse

Mike Cox
Business Administrator

Officer Jake Zangerle
MMCSD School Resource Officer
Julie Burnett
Main Office Secretary
Melessa Witkowski
Principal’s Secretary
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Kellee Bradley
Pre-K-Teacher

Bridget Kingsbury
Elementary 1:1 Aide

Susanne Clemens
Pre-K Teaching Assistant

Players Persevere to Have Record-Breaking Season

Back (L to R): Assistant Coach Ferraro, Assistant Coach Fowler, Molly Gardner, Mariah Biondolillo, Kirsten Rivera, Ariana Lee, Katie
Yorks, Christina Olverd, Rose D’Angelo, Maddy Regal, DeJhiona Wheeler, Reagan Maldonado, Lauren Simmons, Coach Hamilton, and
Assistant Coach Kwiecien. Front Row: Melissa Cappadonia, Grace Rowley, Carley Jackson, Shoniqua Patterson, Lillian Bacon, Vanessa
Mancuso, Hannah James, Brianna Pritchard, Lauren Ferraro, and Lizzie Corbett
Coach Laura Hamilton set the bar high for the girls’ varsity
soccer team this season. Team members controlled if they would
meet their coach’s expectations and play to their full potential.
The girls rose to the occasion, made a gallant effort at winning a
sectional title, and had a record-breaking season.
The team finished the season with an
11-5-2 record after beating Honeoye
2-1 in the first round of sectionals and
losing 1-0 to Naples in the quarterfinals. The game against Naples was a
close one for the seventh-seeded Lady
Blue Devils and their second-seeded
competitor.
“That game was bittersweet,” said
senior Lizzie Corbett. “We played our
hearts out.”
Despite falling short in sectionals, it
didn’t disparage the stellar season the
team had. The girls broke the school record for the number of wins in a season
for girls’ soccer and Hamilton is now
the coach with the most wins in girls’ soccer history at MMCS.
Junior Lauren Ferraro holds the record for most goals scored in a
career for girls’ soccer with 23. Lauren and Shoniqua Patterson,
a fellow junior, are currently tied for the most goals scored in
one game for girls’ soccer with three.
Aside from the record-breaking, the girls were particularly
proud of tying York twice during the season and defeating War-

saw – two very competitive teams. It’s positivity, team camaraderie, and hard work they believe was the secret to their successful
season.
“This season we worked harder than any other and that
showed,” said Lizzie. Added Lauren, “If
you work hard to achieve goals, anything is possible. You just have to work
hard.”
At the beginning of each season,
Hamilton sets two goals: each individual
player improves and the team collectively improves. Despite accomplishing
both goals, the season wasn’t without its
setbacks. Injuries plagued the team and
forced the cancellation of the JV season.
“We faced a lot of injuries so it
changed our line-up. We managed to
overcome this and still maintain a good
record,” said Hamilton.
The girls persevered and continued to
play as a team, relying on the experience
many of them had acquired while becoming varsity veterans.
“This was a good group of girls,” said Hamilton. “I looked at
them as more than just athletes, they are well-rounded girls who
try to work hard in everything they do. The effort they put in
was awesome.”

This season we worked
harder than any other
and that showed.
If you work hard
to achieve goals,
anything is possible.
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An Adventure in a Mixed Up Fairytale
Several elementary classes visited Pavilion Central School in October to see the musical Mixed Up Fairy Tale by Page Turner Adventure. Students played an active role in trying to convince Little Red Riding Hood to give up her cape, discover the secret under
Grandma’s bed, climb a beanstalk and meet a real giant! After the show, several of the students got to meet one of the lead actors.

Photo by Lindsey Eastman

Fall Fun

Our friends in the Genesee Valley
Educational Partnership elementary
classrooms at MMCS enjoyed some fall
fun during a field trip to Stokoe Farms
in Scottsville. Students explored the corn
maze, went on a hayride, and braved the
farm’s huge slides! Each student was able
to pick out and take home a pumpkin.
Prior to the trip, students had studied the
life cycle of a pumpkin. After they arrived
back to school, students were asked to
create posters and write journal entries on
what they had learned.

Photo by Jane O’Dell.
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Cheating Mystery

Back (L to R): Caleb Rodriquez, Mr. Brian Lewis, Miranda Camelio, Grace Rowley, Katie
Warren, Hannah James, Devon Crawford, and Josh Lewis.
Middle Row: Kianna Rodriquez, Trinity Rodriguez, Isabelle Chesnes, Alyssa Cornelius,
Danielle Callaro, Carmen Cruz, Maddy Clinton, Monique Nichols, Jacob Rodriquez, and
James Sprague.
Front Row: Tadiaris Silva Ortiz, Anderson Torres, Ms. Stephanie Lasselle, Gabbi Rowley, Samantha Brewer, Gabriel Simons, and Kiara
Rodriguez.
Who cheated on the test? Students must uncover who cheated or the entire class will fail! As they start to investigate, accusations
begin flying and students begin to turn on one another. The MMCS Drama Club chose Cheaters by Don Zolidis for the fall production. The show hit the MMCS stage on November 20 and 21.
The cast and crew were under the direction of Stephanie Lasselle. MMCS teacher Brian Lewis used his real-life role for his stage
role as Mr. Lewis. Trinity Rodriguez played Ms. Abramson, Kianna Rodriquez played Lizzie, Caleb Rodriquez played Jamison, and
Tadiaris Silva Ortiz played Kate. Alyssa Cornelius played Brianna, Gabriel Simons played Michael, Carmen Cruz played Sam,
Danielle Callaro played Ashley, and
Miranda Camelio played Hazel.
Rounding out the cast were Gabbi Rowley
as Bianca, Grace Rowley as Annie, Isabelle
It was family and a passion for theater that motivated senior Luc Beck to organize
Chesnes as Sarah, and Samantha Brewer
Holidaze,
a holiday variety show. Local performers took the MMCS stage on Dec. 5 for
as Maria.
the
holiday-themed
show that benefitted the Livingston County Hospice. Thanks to
Behind the scenes, Maddy Clinton was
the
generosity
of
others,
the show raised over $1,745.
the stage manager, Monique Nichols was
“I was happy with the outcome,” said Luc. “The show was fun and a great
the sound tech, Josh Lewis was the lightexperience.”
ing tech, and Emily Kenney and Izaiah
Kenney ran the spotlight. Katie Warren
The cause was near and dear to Luc, whose grandfather recently entered hospice for
handled the curtain and Jacob Rodriquez
pancreatic cancer. Luc said his family is at peace with his grandfather’s illness and see
was the director’s assistant. Marsha Mitch- how the care has been beneficial.
ell was in charge of costumes, and Amy
“I was very thankful and it was great to know people wanted to come out and
Callaro, Caitlin Pawlaczyk, and Kiara Rosupport this cause,” he said.
driguez handled cosmetology. Additional
Performers included members of the community and MMCS students –
crew members included: Ethan Ackerand
Luc himself. Local businesses donated items that were included in basket
man, Devon Crawford, Shantal Herrera
raffles.
The event was a success thanks to Luc’s passion and hard work, as well
Olivo, Hannah James, Brianna Pritchard,
as
the
support
from the school and local community.
James Sprague, Anderson Torres, and
Brianna White.
“My hope is this will continue next year, maybe with another
senior picking a charity that is important to them.”

Student’s Passion Helps Local Hospice

5

Making Strides Towards a Cure
Members of the MMCS
community joined countless
others on Sunday, Oct. 18 at
Frontier Field in Rochester
to support Making Strides of
Rochester. The annual event
aims to not only raise awareness
about breast cancer and raise
money for the American Cancer
Society, but also honor and
celebrate survivors and those
touched by the disease. Several
members of the MMCS faculty
and staff joined the walk, as well
as students.
Front (L to R):Laura Hamilton, Lizzy Corbett, Reagan Maldonado,
Kirsten Rivera, Maddy Regal, and DeJhiona Wheeler. Middle: Kathleen
White, Christina Olverd, Lauren Ferraro, Caitlin Pawlaczyk, Rose
D’Angelo, Molly Gardner, Ariana Lee, Joelle Provino, Carley Jo Jackson,
and Kacey Kwiecien. Back: Mary Regatuso, Katie Yorks, Kathy Winters,
Sharon Brown, Sara Levy, and Steve Ferraro.
Photo provided by Laura Hamilton.

Those Who Have Dared to Be Excellent…
Student Spotlight: Tommy Nichols
Senior Tommy Nichols enjoys the freedom
that music gives him, especially writing his own
pieces. As a well-known member of the MMCS
music scene and all-around great student,
Tommy is daring to be excellent!
“I enjoy the creative aspect of music. I can do
whatever I want,” said Tommy.
Tommy plays guitar in both jazz band and
jazz lab, and he plays trombone in concert band.
Jazz lab gives Tommy the opportunity to express
himself through original music, which he has
submitted to the Digital Media Festival (Digies)
through Genesee Valley Educational Partnership
the past four years. Tommy has won the Digies twice before and
used his submission from this year to send to colleges. Tommy
has also been chosen for All-County Band.
Carl Irwin, MMCS instrumental music teacher, has been
Tommy’s teacher since he started in the program as a fourth
grader. Irwin has had the privilege of not only teaching Tommy,
but also learning from him.

“Tommy has always demonstrated a passion
for expanding his understanding of all subjects,
but particularly music performance and composition,” said Irwin. “Tommy is a gifted guitarist,
composer and a servant to his school community. He stands out among his peers as a model
student leader.”
As he progresses through his senior year,
Tommy’s number one goal is to get into his
top college choice – Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT). It’s a career in nuclear engineering – not music – that Tommy aims for. He
still plans to pursue music in the future, but as a
hobby rather than a career.
It’s the prospect of future success that drives Tommy to work
hard now. He believes knowledge is power and recommends
that students follow through on aspects of high school life that
seem trivial or unimportant now. Aside from music and academics, Tommy is also a member of National Honor Society, which
allows him to give back to his school and local community.
Tommy is the son of Tom and Nicole Nichols.
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New Opportunities Aim to Enrich Students’ Experience
The FirstLego League team at their
Nov. 14 competition.
Programming and problem solving were
essential at the Southern Tier Lego League
Tournament hosted by CattaraugusAllegany BOCES and held at Houghton
College on Nov. 14. The MMCS First
Lego League team and advisors Craig King
and Judi Wheeler participated in the event
for the first time ever.
This year’s theme was Trash Trek and
focused on collecting, sorting, smart
production, and reuse of trash. Each team
had to identify a problem with the way
we make or handle trash and design an
innovative way to solve the problem using
Lego robotics. Each team was provided
with a kit, including materials needed to
build robots. Students then set out to accomplish as many of the 12 missions they
could in two minutes and 30 seconds.
Teams were awarded points based on how
tasks were completed.
According to King, the competition
was difficult for the team, which included
students in grades 6-9, due to the fact they
didn’t know what to expect. He was proud
of the precision students had in building
the robots, and the team earned 31 of a

Photo by Judi Wheeler.

possible 36 points for robot construction.
“I was proud of the kids. The things that they knew well, like building and testing the robot, they did well in the competition,”
said King.
King and Wheeler have been working with students Jesse Bacon, Robert Hartigan, Evelyn Morf, Kiona Morf, Tanner Rawleigh,
Gideon Rowley, Hunter Rowley, and McKenzie Ryan several times a week since September. The group will spend the remainder of
the school year preparing for next year’s competition.
Starting last school year, the focus of the eighth grade technology curriculum became solely robotics. Many of the aspects
students learn in class are being incorporated into the club, and
vice versa.
“It’s cool that we get to program and build things,” said eighth
grader Jesse Bacon. “When we started robotics in technology
class I thought it was great, so when they introduced the club I
decided to join.”
The development of the First Lego League team was just one
of several new enrichment opportunities provided to students this school year. The District is also offering grades 4/5
and grades 6-8 Odyssey of the Mind teams advised by Cassie
Montemarano and Muriel Peete. Beth Provino has started two
elementary chess clubs, while Zach Paley advises the club for
grades 7-12.
Beth Provino
meets with some
of her Chess Club
members.
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Inductees Honored at Hall of Fame Ceremony
Four former athletes are now permanent fixtures in MMCS Athletic history. On Dec. 4, Louis W. Belliotti, Ida DioGuardi Parente,
Joe “Cugy” Torregiano, and Joseph La Chuisa were inducted into the Blue Devils Athletic Hall of Fame. Ray Belliotti, nephew of the
late Louis Belliotti, accepted on behalf of his uncle.
This year’s induction ceremony, the 9th annual, was held in between the girls’ and boys’ varsity basketball games against Keshequa.
Several past inductees were in attendance that evening to help celebrate. A highlight for many was a reunion between the starting five
members of the 1955 boys’ basketball team. This was the first team in school history to win a Section V championship.

Back Row (L to R): Past Inductee: Steve Ferraro, Dave Sawyer, Tom Sardinia, Robert Privitera, John Lubanski, Larry Thompson, Bob
Kelley, Mike Murray, Bobbi Jo DeLaVergne, Concetta Bartolotti, and Tim Chichester. Front Row: Joseph La Chuisa, Joe “Cugy” Torregiano,
Ida DioGuardi Parente, and Ray Belliotti (nephew of the late Louis Belliotti).

2015 Inductees:

led him to further honors. In 1934, he was named winner of
the National Athletic Scholarship Society of Secondary Schools
award. After graduation, he was a very well-known town baseball
performer on both the Mount Morris and Sonyea teams and also
served as an umpire for games of all levels.

Louis W. Belliotti

Louis, a member of the Class of 1936, is one of the early
pioneers in the history of our school who helped lay the groundwork for future generations. He was an outstanding three-sport
athlete in football, basketball, and baseball. He was actually the
very first quarterback in school history in 1932. As only a freshman, he was named the starter on our first ever football team
that year. He went on to lead the football team throughout high
school and ended his career on the 1935 team by being named
a Livingston County All-Star. In basketball, he again played a
huge leadership role as the starting point guard over his career.
In this role he was also one of the leading scorers on the team.
On the baseball field, his talents really shined. He was well
known throughout the county for his speed, base stealing ability and great all around play. Again, he was in a leadership role
as the starting shortstop over his four-year varsity career. He
finished the 1934 season with a .400 batting average and helped
lead the 1935 team to finish as the Livingston County Class A
Champions. This team went on to the sectional finals, but fell
short against a tough Mynderse team. His overall leadership

Ida DioGuardi Parente

This member of the MMCS Class of 1990 was one of fastest sprinters in school history. Ida was a very talented two-sport
athlete; a leader on our soccer team and our track and field team.
For three straight years, she was part of the Livingston County
All-Star team in soccer - Honorable Mention in 1987, Second
Team in 1988, and First Team in 1989. As a First Team All-Star,
she capped off an outstanding soccer career with a 10 goal senior
year and was the leading scorer with three goals in the Livingston
County Exceptional Senior game in 1989. This helped lead the
Livingston County team to a 5-1 win over the Finger Lakes team.
She also capped off her senior year of track and field in grand style
by setting three school records and winning Section V titles in
three events: the 4x100 relay, 100 hurdles, and 400 hurdles.
Twenty-five years later, Ida still holds the school record in the
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The 1955
team (L to R):
David Sawyer,
Joe La Chuisa,
Tom Sardinia,
Bob Kelley, and
Lowell Nichols.

the baseball field. As the team’s shortstop over a four-year varsity
career, he helped lead the Blue Devils to four consecutive Livingston County titles from 1945-1948. At the end of his high
school career, Cugy was the very first recipient of an athletic
award given to the most outstanding athlete over his four-year
high school career. From there, Cugy was recruited to attend a
professional baseball training camp but had to forego that dream
as he was drafted into the United States Army. At 85 years old,
he still resides in Mt. Morris and plays golf three times a week.

Joseph La Chuisa

Joe marks the fourth member of the Class of 1955 to be
inducted into our Hall of Fame. He was a three-sport athlete
from 1952-1955 in football, basketball, and baseball, and was
a hustler and team leader on every team. As a three-year starter
on the football team, Joe was a leader as both a receiver and
team kicker. In each season, he was one of the team’s overall
leading point scorers. He helped lead the 1954 team to a record
of 5-1-1, who outscored all opponents by a margin of 134-41.
In basketball, Joe was a starting forward who averaged double
digits in scoring on the 1955 Livingston County and Section V
Championship team. He scored 15 points in the 1955 Section
V championship game to help lead Mt. Morris to our first-ever
Section V basketball crown. His best scoring total in one game
was a 31 point effort against Avon as a junior.
On the baseball field, Joe was the team’s catcher and was also
an excellent hitter. He hit .351 as a senior to help lead the team
to both the Livingston County and Section V titles. He was a
leading member of our baseball team who won three Livingston
County titles in 1952, 1954, and 1955, and two Section V titles
in 1952 and 1955. The 1954 team finished the regular season
undefeated at 10-0. His senior year was certainly a huge success
overall. The teams Joe played on recorded a combined record
in football, basketball, and baseball of 33-3-1. After graduating
from high school, this man served six years in the United States
Coast Guard and then went on to become a teacher and coach
for 35 years at Wayne Central School.

100 hurdles with a time of 16.50. Currently, the 1990 record
she set in the 400 hurdles ranks second all-time in school history
and the record she helped set on the 4x100 relay team ranks
third all-time. Her season point total of 295 in 1990 currently
ranks 10th all-time in school history. Ida was one of those athletes that every coach in the county could not wait to see graduate so that they did not have to face her blazing speed anymore.
Today, Ida and her husband are both physical therapists and
own their own private physical therapy clinics throughout the
state of New Jersey.

Joe “Cugy” Torregiano

“Cugy”, a member of the MMCS Class of 1948, was an outstanding three-sport athlete in soccer, basketball, and baseball.
As a four-year starter on the soccer team, he helped lead the Blue
Devils to the Livingston County title in 1944. On October 17,
1947, Cugy had a magical game in which he scored five goals in
a win against Wayland. He had a total of five goals in that game,
with two regular goals and three penalty kicks. As of today, 68
years later, five goals in one soccer game is still a school record.
On the basketball court, he was the starting guard and leader
of the team over a three-year career. Playing alongside his best
friend and fellow Hall of Famer John Lubanski, this inductee
was one of the leading scorers on the team. As good as he was in
soccer and basketball, Cugy may have been most impressive on
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Students ‘Fall’ for Reading
Fourth graders in
Beth Provino’s class
were shocked when
they entered their
classroom on Nov.
19 and found that
their teacher was
absent and substituting for her was
none other than
Miss Viola Swamp!
Yes, the same Viola
Swamp who was
wicked to unsuspecting students in
the book Miss Nelson
is Missing! Thankfully, Mrs. Provino
returned later that
afternoon.
This was just one
of many notable
moments during the
Elementary Literacy
Week, held Nov.
Older students spent time reading to younger students.
13-20. Students
were greeted each
morning with a Mystery Reader over the
announcements. There were times throughout each day that were devoted to DEAR
(Drop Everything and Read) time, in
which students were asked to stop everything and silently read for 15 minutes.
On Monday of that week, classes decorated their doors with a literacy theme
like their favorite quote or book. Students
were cozy in their pajamas on Tuesday. On
Wednesday, older students visited their
younger counterparts to share a book or
two. On Thursday, teachers invited guest
readers into their classrooms, like Principal Rachael Greene. Teachers shared with
students their own personal favorite books
on Friday.
From Nov. 10-20, elementary students
also participated in the Read-A-Thon.
Each student was encouraged to set a daily
reading goal (at least four steps). Students
asked family and community members to
sponsor their reading steps and funds were Mrs. Provino…no…Miss Viola Swamp!
earned if students accomplished their goals.
Students raised over $500, and third grader Rowan Clester and second grader Ashlyn Kingston were the top two fundraisers.
Principal Greene also ran her own week-long reading challenge that involved classes that had 85% of students on step. These
classes competed to see which could read the most steps, and Elizabeth Smiley’s fifth graders won! The class enjoyed popcorn and a
movie.
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MMCS Honors Grandparents and Special Friends
On Nov. 24, the hallways of
Mount Morris Elementary
filled with laughter, chatter,
and warm embraces.
Grandparent/Special
Friend Day is an
important day
that we as a school
community look
forward to every
year because it gives
us the opportunity
to thank those
who have made
such an important
impact on our
students’ lives.
This year, our
special guests enjoyed lunch in the cafeteria. There were fun activities in the
gym like arts and crafts, reading, and coloring. Groups gathered in the vocal
music room to have pictures taken or traveled to the library for the Book
Fair. Students were proud to show their special guests classroom projects
that were displayed. In the auditorium, photos and videos chronicled the
first few months of the school year. We would like to thank all those who
came out to help us celebrate this special occasion!

The Mount Morris Parent Teacher Student Association
(MMPTSA) has partnered with the Imagination Library
Program to provide a FREE book in the mail each month to
every MMCS child under the age of 5.
Families may register by e-mailing the following
information to freebooks@mtmorriscsd.org.
• Parent(s) Name
• Child’s Name and Gender
• Child’s Birthdate (Month/Day/Year)
• Mailing Address
• Phone Number

Putting Books in Children’s Hands
Imagination Library Continues to Provide Free Books

MMPTSA is celebrating a BIG milestone – Imagination Library has
provided 100 children with free books since the program started last school
year! Any Mount Morris Central School District resident who has a child
under the age of 5 can register that child to receive one free book a month.
The Mount Morris Parent Teacher Student Association (MMPTSA) has
partnered with the organization to help get books into the hands of our littlest learners. You can visit our website, www.mtmorriscsd.org, and find the
“Parents” tab and scroll down to Imagination Library.
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Page Turners Delve into New Books as Season Starts
Several of the
Page Turners
members had some
first-time jitters at
the fall competition
held at MMCS on
Nov. 18. The team,
which is comprised
of students in
grades 3-6, spent
weeks reading a
variety of books
from mysteries to
biographies to historical fiction. They
then competed
against teams from
Warsaw, Letchworth, and Perry
answering questions
based on what they
read. Page Turners
is an Enrichment
Program offered
Back (L to R):Luis Ortiz, Jasmine Follett-Martes, Leah Gehrig, Holly Lin, Emily Mike, Izaiah Martinezthrough Genesee
Serrant, Sean Rodriguez, Ian Lin, Phaelan Waldron, Abriel Gazzetta, and Quinn Simons. Front: Giovanni
DiSalvo, Jason Coyote-Medina, Simeon Stanley, Jah’lanye Sepulveda, Hannah McKenzie, Eliza Lonsberry,
Valley Educational
Gabrielle Pagano, and Anna Lin.
Partnership.
Team members include: Jason Coyote-Medina, Giovanni DiSalvo, Jasmine Follett-Martes, Abriel Gazzetta, Leah Gehrig, Anna Lin, Holly Lin, Ian Lin,
Eliza Lonsberry, Izaiah Martinez-Serrant, Hannah McKenzie, Emily Mike, Luis Ortiz, Gabrielle Pagano, Sean Rodriguez, Jah’lanye
Sepulveda, Quinn Simons, Simeon Stanley, and Phaelan Waldron. The team is coached by Mary Regatuso.

Movie with a Message
It doesn’t matter how old you are – you can still make a difference in the
world. It’s a lesson that 175 MMCS students learned during a recent field
trip.
Students and teachers traveled to Henrietta on Oct. 23 to view the
movie He Named Me Malala, directed by Davis Guggenheim. The movie
chronicles the young life of Malala Yousafzai, a Pakistani teenager who was
shot by the Taliban in 2012. Malala was targeted because of her strong beliefs that girls should have access to good education. After recovering from
the attack, Malala has continued her advocacy work and was the recipient
of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014.
Kei Riley, a MMCS social studies teacher, had seen a story about Malala
after the advocate had made an appearance on the Ellen DeGeneres Show. The Students Stand with Malala – The Malala Fund and
DonorsChoose.org offered free field trips to students who wanted to view the movie – so Riley applied.
The cost of the movie tickets was covered as well as transportation to and from Henrietta. Riley thought the movie had a great message for students and also included content that aligned with social studies curriculum.
“This girl is a teenager and she came inches from death and won the Nobel Peace Prize. I thought it was good for our kids to see
what someone their age can do,” said Riley.
The movie resonated with students. Some were moved by Malala’s courageous fight for education, while others enjoyed learning
about the Pakistani government, as well as the different religions and cultures in that part of the world.
“I thought the movie was good,” said junior Rose D’Angelo. “It made me cry. Her bravery and the bravery of her father were
touching, and I thought it was really relevant to what we are learning in school.”
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Physics Students
Don’t Crack Under
the Pressure

Artists in the Spotlight

Teacher Aaron Ward had an egg-cellent way
to introduce a unit on Forces to the sophomores and juniors in his physics class. Ward
challenged his students with an egg catcher lab
in which they had to make a device that could
successfully catch a raw egg that was dropped
from the highest possible height without it
breaking or cracking.
Students could only use two sheets of plastic,
one balloon, 40 cm of tape, one dust mask,
four paperclips, two paper plates, one piece of
paper, and one square of bubble wrap. Each
team had 30 minutes to make their device,
using only those materials. In those 30 minutes,
teams were also allowed two trials. The group of
Trinity Rodriguez, Kristin Rawleigh, Linda Lin,
and Cesar Coyote-Medina won the challenge.
by JAMES HOTCHKISS
by TIM FLEMING

Student Tim Fleming prepares to drop
an egg into a catcher his team has made.
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by JOEY McCART

by JOEY McCART

Students Are ‘Spell’bound by Rotary Donation

Third graders
in the classrooms
of Donna Todd
and Gina Chesnes
couldn’t wait to explore Webster’s Dictionary for Students
on Nov. 17. Each
student received a
copy of the dictionary thanks to a generous donation from
the Mount Morris
Rotary. Rotarians
Gail Cochrane,
Linda Lomnicki,
Dan Santini and
Chickie Stout visited
with students and
explained what the
organization was
about. Students
asked questions
before diving into
the books to look up (L to R) Rotarians Dan Santini, Chickie Stout, Linda Lomnicki, and Gail Cochrane with Donna Todd’s class.
words!

Turkey Talk
Second graders learned all about turkeys right before celebrating Thanksgiving in November. Teachers Danielle Dean and
Cassie Montemarano arranged for Bernadette Harwood from
Livingston County Cornell Cooperative Extension to lead an
educational lesson called Turkey Talk.
Students learned about the anatomy of a male turkey, called a
tom, and a female turkey, called a hen. Males are larger and have
fancy feathers. Harwood had students pick out ten states that
they believed were the top turkey producers for the nation. Students discovered that Minnesota, North Carolina, and Arkansas
hold the top three spots. The turkeys we consume come from
the East Coast of the U.S.
The lesson included interesting statistics like the average
person eats 15.8 pounds of turkey each year and over 65 million
turkeys are purchased in the U.S. just from October to December! Over 230 million turkeys are raised in the U.S. each year.
Students also learned how farmers care for turkeys.

Bernadette Harwood from Livingston
County Cornell Cooperative Extension
with second graders.
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Fourth Graders Study
Native Americans

Teachers Jane Kerchoff and Beth Provino asked
their fourth graders to create Native American
projects after completing a unit on the subject.
Students had to research an Iroquois tribe or an
Algonquian-speaking tribe from New York. They
used their New York Studies Weekly newspapers, as
well as iPads and computers. The projects showcased what students had learned about Native
American life including housing, food, clothing,
etc. Projects ranged from longhouses to headdresses
and wampum belts. Each student also made a
brochure that included facts.

First Quarter Honor Roll
12TH GRADE

HIGH HONOR
Jonathan “Luc” Beck
Miranda Camelio
Joseph Cappadonia
Calin Conroy
Elizabeth Corbett
Joshua Lewis
Brendan Maldonado
Thomas Nichols
Christina Olverd
Caitlin Pawlaczyk

HIGH HONOR
Madeleine Clinton
Cesar Coyote-Medina
Tatyana Gonzalez
Linda Lin
Francisco Mendez Lugo
Monique Nichols
Madelynn Regal
Trinity Rodriguez
Angel Santos
Nicholas Torcello

HONOR ROLL
Samantha Brewer
Dana Passamonte
Christopher Rager
Dylan Schwartz
Nicholas Werner
Katherine Yorks

HONOR ROLL
Colin Brickwood
Spencer DiSalvo
Reagan Maldonado
Vanessa Mancuso
Tristen Meints
Evan Michaels
Christian Passamonte
Lauren Simmons

11TH GRADE

HIGH HONOR
Ethan Ackerman
Ethan Carlock
James Hotchkiss
Nelly Lin
Joseph McCart
Yelis Ramirez Perez
Grace Rowley
HONOR ROLL
Lillian Bacon
Emily Kenney
Selena LaBarbera
Jordan Lewis
Shoniqua Patterson
Lucy Sweeney

Box Tops found on food products are worth 10
cents for school districts that send them in to the
Box Tops for Education program. The funds are
used for enrichment opportunities, school supplies,
and other daily needs of our students.
We need your help! Send your Box Tops in with
your children and community members can drop
them off in the Main Office or mail them to the
attention of MMPTSA at 30 Bonadonna Ave,
Mt. Morris, NY 14510. Every time you clip these
out…it counts!

10TH GRADE

9TH GRADE

HIGH HONOR
Justin Martin
Joelle Provino
Gabrielle Rowley
Emily Sutherland
HONOR ROLL
Emahnde Green
Danine Herrera Olivo
Isaiah Kenney
Aleyshka Lopez-Crespo
Nayellie Martinez Pena
Tristen Merrill
Brianna White

8TH GRADE

HIGH HONOR
Jesse Bacon
Jose Coyote-Medina
Robert Hartigan
Peyton Martin
Averie Matson
Kiona Morf
Erica Morgan
Ryan Morgan
Gideon Rowley
HONOR ROLL
Danielle Callaro
Nathan Callaro
Alyssa Cornelius
Ashante Forbes
Delilah Harkness
Marcos LaSalle
Conner Markel
Jansel Martinez
Taylor Steen
Devon Terry
John Yost

7TH GRADE

HIGH HONOR
Brandon Fleming
Edmee Lopez Crespo
Charles Martell-Dale
Tessa Meints
Treyton Monteleone
Evelyn Morf
Kody Mosher
Gabriel Simons
Alivia White
HONOR ROLL
Isabelle Chesnes
Liz Junery Crespo Toledo
Jeremiah Santiago-Negron
Layah Smith Vann

The Principal’s List

Junior High students who receive a quarterly average of 96 or higher will
be recognized on the Principal’s List. Congratulations to the students who
reached this achievement during the first quarter:

8TH GRADE

Jose Coyote-Medina
Peyton Martin
Erica Morgan
Ryan Morgan
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7TH GRADE

Tessa Meints
Treyton Monteleone
Evelyn Morf

Projects Bring Awareness to Bullying and
Substance Abuse

The sixth grade anti-bullying poster.

The Book Fair Was
a Success!

Thank you to all those
who visited the Scholastic
Book Fair this fall, your
support helped make it a
success! Over $1,000 was
raised for the Elementary
Student Council. The
student-organization is
hoping to buy game carts for each elementary grade level.

Melissa Moroz, MMCS social worker (far right), created this
message with the help of Molly Share, an intern from Roberts
Wesleyan College (far left), and students Marta Galarza and Dylan
Schwartz.
Melissa Moroz, MMCS social worker, organized two awareness campaigns this October. The first was for National Bullying
Prevention Month. Each faculty and staff member received a
door hanger with the message, “MMCSD: Bully Free Zone” that
were prominently displayed throughout the building. The hangers were made possible by Livingston County, Genesee Valley
Health Partnership, United Way, and the Public Health Accreditation Board.
Each elementary grade level was asked to create an antibullying poster. The sixth graders won that contest and received
a grade-wide pizza party! Junior high and high school students
were greeted each day with an inspirational statement for morning announcements. Student of the Month nominations were
specific to bullying prevention and not being a bystander.
Red Ribbon Week was celebrated nationally from Oct. 2331. Students in grades K-2 competed in a coloring contest and
students in grades 3-6 wrote essays. As a part of the abovetheinfluence campaign, Moroz with the help of Molly Share, an intern
from Roberts Wesleyan College, and students Marta Galarza and
Dylan Schwartz, created a red Solo cup display in the fence that
lines Bonadonna Ave. The message read, “Hugs Not Drugs.”
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