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Class of 2016

Front Row: Cheyenne Martindale, Elizabeth Corbett, Caitlin Pawlaczyk, DeJhiona Wheeler, Thomas Nichols, and Miranda Camelio.
Second Row: Katherine Yorks, Samantha Brewer, Hildaliz Rivera Figueroa, Zackery Munto, Deonte Green, and Calin Conroy. 
Third Row: Dylan Schwartz, Christina Olverd, Joshua Lewis, Brendan Maldonado, and Joseph Cappadonia. 
Fourth Row: Mark Mensinger, Liam Gardner, Dana Passamonte III, Christopher Yencer, James Duke III, and Ivian Ubiles Nazario. 
Back Row: Kenneth Howe, Nicholas Werner, Christopher Patrick, Sean-Paul Grover, Jonathan Beck, and Jeremiah Luckenbach.
Missing: Carien Aragon, Johnathan Crittenden, Gabriel Luyando Ortiz, Curtis May, Bruce Patterson, and Cole Petti.
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Brianna Gaidasz

Elizabeth Corbett, the daughter of Mary Lou and Joseph Corbett, is the Valedictorian of the 
Class of 2016. 

Elizabeth plans to attend St. John Fisher College in the fall to study Nursing. She has 
excelled both academically and athletically while at MMCS. Elizabeth participated in 
National Honor Society (president) and Key Club (president). She served as treasurer 
of her class and Student Council president. This High Honor Roll student was awarded 
the Junior Cup in 2015 and has earned numerous Honor Keys. Elizabeth traveled to 
Washington, D.C. as part of the Close Up program. She served as a peer mentor and 
coached youth summer soccer. Elizabeth participated in the Friends of Strong High 
School Program during the summer of 2015. As a student-athlete, Elizabeth partici-
pated in soccer (captain), track, and cheerleading. She was named an LCAA All-Star 
in all three sports. She was also named a Section V All-Star and Exceptional Senior for 
soccer. Elizabeth earned the Sister Marlene McQueeney Memorial Scholarship this year 
at the Greater Rochester Cheerleading and Dance Championships.

Thomas Nichols is this year’s Salutatorian. He is the son of Nicole Nichols and the late 
Tom Nichols. 

Thomas will attend Pennsylvania State University to study Nuclear Engineering. 
Thomas earned numerous awards while at MMCS, including several Honor Keys and 
the Outstanding Musician Award. He was nominated for the Bausch and Lomb Sci-
ence Scholarship. Thomas earned two first place finishes and two second place finishes 
in the Digital Media Festival through Genesee Valley Educational Partnership. He 
participated in National Honor Society, Key Club, golf, baseball, steel drum band, All-
County band, jazz band, jazz lab, and concert band. For the past three years, Thomas 
volunteered his musical talents as a member of the pit orchestra for Drama Club.

Ranked third in this year’s graduating class is Christina Olverd, the daughter of Karen and 
Jim Olverd. 

Christina has been an active member of the MMCS student-body. She participated 
in soccer (captain), basketball (captain), softball (captain), National Honor Society 
(vice president), and Key Club. She served as class president and Student Council 
representative. She was named an LCAA All-Star in basketball, and an Exceptional 
Senior in soccer and basketball. Christina also received Greater Rochester recognition 
for basketball. Christina served as a peer mentor and earned the George Eastman 
Award from the University of Rochester. While at MMCS, Christina earned numerous 
Honor Keys. She received a Teen Recognition Award this spring from the Youth 
Bureau/Board of Livingston County. Christina will attend SUNY Binghamton to study 
Biology. She intends to go into the Pre-Med program.

Fourth in the Class of 2016 is Joshua Lewis. the son of Christine and William Lewis.
During his tenure at MMCS, Joshua has been active in extra-curricular activities 

like soccer, track, National Honor Society, Key Club, Chess Club, and stage crew for 
Drama Club. He volunteered his time at the concession stand during sporting events. 
Joshua traveled to Washington, D.C. as part of the Close Up program. He earned the 
New York State STEM Scholarship. Joshua has been a consistent member of the High 
Honor Roll and earned Honor Keys while at MMCS. Joshua was a member of the Sec-
tion V Class D2 championship soccer team in 2014. He will attend the University at 
Buffalo to study Electrical Engineering.

Mount Morris Central Class of 2016 Top Ten
“Dear Destiny, We are Ready Now.”
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Julia Spicciati

Miranda Camelio, the daughter of Barbara Johnson and Carmen Camelio, is ranked fifth. 
This High Honor Roll student has participated in soccer, cheerleading, swimming, 

track, Drama Club, Chess Club, National Honor Society, and Key Club. Miranda 
played the role of Babette in this year’s Drama Club production of Beauty and the 
Beast. She has earned Honor Keys while at MMCS. Outside of school, Miranda enjoys 
spending time outdoors, including going for hikes. Miranda plans to attend SUNY 
Brockport in the fall with the intentions to study Nursing. Miranda would like to 
become a massage therapist in the future.

Jonathan “Luc” Beck is the son of Patti and Roland Beck, and is the MMCS sixth-
ranked student.

Luc plans to attend SUNY Geneseo in the fall to study Biochemistry. This spring, 
Luc received a Teen Recognition Award from the Youth Bureau/Board of Livingston 
County. In December 2015, Luc organized a holiday variety show called Holidaze. The 
show raised over $1,745 for the Livingston County Hospice. This High Honor Roll 
student has participated in Drama Club since seventh grade. He also played varsity golf 
and was a member of National Honor Society. 

Ranked seventh in this year’s graduating class is Dana Passamonte III. He is the son of 
Jennifer Brooks and Dana Passamonte Jr. 

Dana played soccer throughout high school and was chosen for the Exceptional Se-
nior game. He was a captain on the team. Dana also participated in track during ninth 
and tenth grades. He once served as class vice president and was a consistent member 
of the High Honor Roll. During his time at MMCS, Dana was an active volunteer 
at events like Christmas in Mount Morris. He also spent time helping at the Ronald 
McDonald House, local hospitals, and the Soup Bus. Dana has previously earned the 
Honor Key for Technology. Dana will attend Monroe Community College for Engi-
neering Exploration, and then plans to transfer to a four-year school. 

Calin Conroy, the son of Valorie and Dale Conroy, is ranked eighth.
Calin plans to join the workforce after graduation, possibly in the financial field. He is 
an active member of his church and volunteers weekly. He was eligible for Boys State 
and National Honor Society. Calin earned a first place finish in the District’s CO2 car 
races. This High Honor Roll student enjoys creating digital artwork and prefers any 
class that uses computers. In his spare time, Calin enjoys playing video games. He loves 
his family dearly, especially his older sister who has supported him all of his life. He 
dedicates his graduation to her.

Joseph Cappadonia, the son of Cheryl and Peter Cappadonia, is the ninth-ranked student. 
Joseph plans to join the United States Army in active duty and work in Military Oc-

cupational Special Signal Intelligence. This High Honor Roll student has participated 
in a variety of activities while at MMCS, including soccer (captain), track and field, 
Drama Club, National Honor Society, Key Club, jazz band, and Chess Club. Joseph 
traveled to Washington, D.C. as part of the Close Up program and was a representative 
for Boys State. He volunteers at church as an altar server. Joseph has previously been 
awarded Honor Keys. He was named an LCAA All-Star in track and field, and was a 
member of the 2014 Section V Class D2 championship soccer team.

Curtis May, the son of Brenda Dietz and Bruce May, rounds out this year’s Top Ten. 
Curtis plans to join the workforce after graduation. He is particularly interested in a 

profession in landscaping or culinary arts. Curtis has a wide-range of interests, includ-
ing cooking for his family and enjoying the outdoors. He loves dogs and playing bas-
ketball. “Curtis is a responsible, caring, dog-loving person. He has excelled in all areas 
of academic and Career and Technical Education coursework at the Genesee Valley 
Educational Partnership (The Partnership). Curtis has established a unique handshake 
that he uses with the teachers and his rapport with all staff in school has been a delight. 
Curtis is indispensable in the classroom,” said Bob Tuites, program specialist for The 
Partnership. Foster Miller, principal of the Mount Morris Academy described Curtis as 
“a great young adult who is always polite and respectful. He is quick-witted and has an 
excellent sense of humor.”



The Future Plans 
of the MMCS 
Class of 2016

Carien Aragon
Employment

Jonathan Beck
SUNY Geneseo, 

Biochemistry

Samantha Brewer
Continental School of 

Beauty

Miranda Camelio
SUNY Brockport, Nursing

Joseph Cappadonia
U.S. Army, Signals 
Intelligence (MOS)

Calin Conroy
Employment

Elizabeth Corbett
St. John Fisher College, 

Nursing

Johnathan Crittenden
Employment

James Duke III
Employment

Liam Gardner
SUNY Plattsburgh

Business

Deonte Green
Employment

ACHIEVE



The Future Plans 
of the MMCS 
Class of 2016

Sean-Paul Grover
Employment

Kenneth Howe
Keuka College, Sports 

Management

Joshua Lewis
University at Buffalo, 
Electrical Engineering

Jeremiah Luckenbach
Employment

Gabriel Luyando Ortiz
Military

Brendan Maldonado
Air Force

Cheyenne Martindale
Employment

Curtis May
Employment

Mark Mensinger
Employment

Zackery Munto
Employment

Thomas Nichols
Penn. State University, 

Nuclear Engineering

ACHIEVE



Christina Olverd
SUNY Binghamton, 
Biology/Pre-Med

Dana Passamonte III
MCC,

Undeclared/Engineering

Christopher Patrick
SUNY Cobleskill, Park 

Ranger/Wildlife Biologist

Bruce Patterson
Employment

Caitlin Pawlaczyk
FLCC, 2+2 prog. with St. John 

Fisher or SUNY Brockport, 
Sports Studies/Phys.Therapy

Cole Petti
Employment

Hildaliz Rivera Figueroa
College, Criminal Justice

Dylan Schwartz
Employment

Congratulations and Best Wishes for A Bright Future
Ivian Ubiles Nazario

Employment
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Katherine Yorks
GCC,

 Veterinary Technician

Nicholas Werner
St. John Fisher, 

Computer Science

DeJhiona Wheeler
GCC,

Respiratory Therapy

Christina Gullo Named 2016 MMCS Commencement Speaker
Mount Morris Central School District named Christina M. 

Gullo, a 1988 MMCS graduate, as the 2016 commencement 
keynote speaker. Gullo is currently the President/CEO of Villa of 
Hope (formerly St. Joseph’s Villa) in Rochester, a position she has 
held since November of 2010.

“I feel honored to be given the opportunity to speak at com-
mencement,” said Gullo. “It is something that I feel strongly about 
participating in. I think my story can be impactful for students and 
it can change their perception of what possibilities are available to 
them in the future.”

Villa of Hope is a nationally accredited, $25 million non-profit 
agency that works with youth and young adults who have mental, 
emotional and behavioral health issues, often related to difficult and 
traumatic circumstances. The 400 employees provide a collabora-
tive network of residential treatment programs, educational and 
community services, as well as addiction services treatment (both 
residential and outpatient clinic). In her role at Villa of Hope, Gullo 
has led a fiscal turnaround, created a new strategic plan, updated 
organizational structure, developed new programming models, and 
initiated a rebranding effort for the organization.

Gullo earned a master’s degree in Social Work from Marywood 
University and a master’s in Business Administration from Roch-
ester Institute of Technology. Her background includes clinical, 
professional, and business experience. In 1994, Gullo began her 
career as a social worker for Catholic Family Center. During her 
tenure, she led the strategic planning team that developed a com-
prehensive plan for the organization, steered the agency towards 
measurable outcomes, and spurred the restructuring of programs 
to provide efficiency and improve service. 

While at Catholic Family Center, Gullo was promoted to sev-
eral positions, including Preventive Supervisor, Human Resources 
Manager, Director of Human Resources, Vice President of Hu-
man Resources, Senior Vice President of Programs and Strategy, 
and Chief Program and Strategy Officer. In 2010, she was named 
Executive Vice President/Chief Operating Officer. 

In 2014, Gullo was an ATHENA Award finalist, which is 

presented by The Women’s Council, an affiliate of the Roches-
ter Business Alliance. She was the 2008 recipient of the Up and 
Coming Businesswomen’s Award, presented by the Rochester 
Women’s Network. Gullo was a recipient of the Rochester Busi-
ness Journal’s Forty Under 40 Award in 2005, which recognizes 
leaders under the age of 40 who have achieved professional success 
and made significant contributions to the community. As the 
co-author of Making Strategy Count in the Health and Human 
Services Sector, Gullo focused on strategy in human services and 
the importance of adjusting to change, creating a strong organiza-
tional culture, and innovating in effective ways.

Two of Gullo’s former MMCS teachers had a lasting impact 
on her: Marilu Fowler and Tom Graham. Gullo had Fowler in 
a grades 1-3 cluster and then again in fifth grade. Even as Gullo 
became a young adult and entered high school, Fowler always 
expressed a significant interest in her well being and success.

“She was extremely supportive,” Gullo says of Fowler. “She 
took the time to invest in and know the true person that each 
student was. You felt like you were important to her.”

Tom Graham, a MMCS music and band instructor, also had a 
lasting impact on Gullo. She was the captain of Color Guard and 
Graham had high expectations for band and Color Guard mem-
bers. For Gullo, extra-curricular activities like Color Guard made 
a difference in her life.

“This is where I found my leadership skills. He [Mr. Graham] 
had high standards and he believed in all of us. His expectations 
and work ethic, and his belief in me enhanced my ability to be-
lieve in myself as a leader and find my confidence.”

Graham describes Gullo as a student who was reliable, hard-
working, polite, and a great leader.

“Christina was a wonderful person. I have great memories of her. She 
helped make everything [with Color Guard] work,” says Graham.

Today, Gullo is married to John Mueller and is the mother of 
Alexandra and stepmother to Shannon and Patrick Mueller. Her 
parents still reside in Mount Morris.

Christopher Yencer
Keuka College, 
Biochemistry
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Mount Morris Central School
30 Bonadonna Avenue t Mount Morris, New York 14510

A Commitment to Excellence ~ A Tradition of Success

Gregory Bump
Superintendent of Schools

Phone (585) 658-2568        
Fax (585) 658-4814        
Email gbump@mtmorriscsd.org

8th Grade
Jose Coyote-Medina
Kiona Morf
Erica Morgan
Ryan Morgan

7th Grade
Tessa Meints

Celebrating Our Successes

We celebrate and look on proudly as the members of our senior class walk across the stage to accept their diplomas. 

Congratulations to each of the students and best of luck in the future! 

Some additional end-of-the-year notes:

Expanded Opportunities
This past year we were able to expand opportunities for our students through the creation and restoration of extra-

curricular activities. Odyssey of the Mind and Marching Band were restored. Lego Club, Robotics Team, Girls On 

The Run, and Chess Club were created. We are working on some new programs for next year.

College and Career Exploration
It is important that our students have opportunities to explore their college and career options. Below are some of 

the off campus experiences provided for our students as they plan for their future.

•	 GCC	Health	Careers	Exploration	Day

•	 SUNY	Geneseo	Career	Day	

•	 GVEP	Career	and	Technology	Pro
gram	Fair	

•	 GCC	Manufacturing	Careers	Exploration	D
ay

•	 Rochester	Area	College	Fair

•	 National	College	Fair	at	the	Rocheste
r	Riverside	Convention	Center

•	 SUNY	Geneseo	Senior	Research	Day	

•	 St.	John	Fisher	College	Senior	Rese
arch	Day	

New Entryway with Security Enhancements  

This summer, the District will open the new visitor entryway to enhance the security of our school.  Visitors to the 

school will enter the new glass foyer just to the right of the existing front doors, and they will no longer have to wait 

outside to be buzzed into the building. 

The buzzer will be relocated within the 

glass foyer and the office secretary will now 

be located in the entry area.  This new 

entryway will provide better access for 

parents as well as a safer environment for 

our students.  

ACHIEVE

The Principal’s List
Junior High students who receive a quarterly average of 96% or higher 

are recognized on the Principal’s List. Congratulations to the students who 
reached this achievement during the third quarter:
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Alumni Update
Seniors With Parents Who Graduated from MMCS

Miranda Camelio, daughter of Barbara Johnson 
(1992)

Brendan Maldonado, son of Kim Delavergne 
(1993) and Baldemar Maldonado (1996)

Dana Passamonte III, son of Dana Passamonte 
Jr. (1984)

Joseph Cappadonia, son of Peter Cappadonia Jr. 
(1979)

Christopher Yencer, son of Amy Yencer (1988)

Christina Olverd, daughter of Jim Olverd (1979)

Caitlin Pawlaczyk, stepdaughter of David Provo 
(1981)

Thomas Nichols, son of the late Thomas Nichols 
(1989)

Kenneth Howe, son of Laurie (Saunders) Howe 
(1985)

Katherine Yorks, daughter of Thomas Yorks 
(1978)

Samantha Brewer, daughter of Walter Brewer 
(1981)

Zackery Munto, son of Gertrude Munto (1978)
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MMCS was well 
represented at the 
18th Annual Roches-
ter Broadway Theatre 
League’s Stars of 
Tomorrow Recogni-
tion Ceremony, held 
at the Auditorium 
Theatre in Rochester 
on May 5. The cast 
and the crew of the spring musical, Beauty and the Beast, were 
honored with several awards.

Students Lillian Bacon and Ethan Carlock performed in the 
opening number. Trinity Rodriguez, Grace Rowley, Gabbi 
Rowley, and Melissa Cappadonia sang in the opening choir. 
The MMCS group performed the song Me during Act 1 of the 
ceremony.

Gideon Rowley and Jesse Bacon were recognized as Future 
Stars. Carien Aragon and Maddy Clinton earned Special Recogni-
tion Awards for their work behind the scenes. Matthew Bacon, 
Joelle Provino, and Monique Nichols each eaned a Tip of the Hat 
Award, which recognizes performances not designated as leading 
or supporting roles. Grace Rowley was honored in the Outstand-
ing Supporting Actress Category. Congratulations to the students, 
as well as Ms. Lasselle and Ms. White!

MMCS Students 
Earn Recognition

Seniors Jonathan “Luc” Beck and 
Christina Olverd, and junior Nathan 
May received Teen Recognition Awards 
this spring from the Youth Bureau/
Board of Livingston County. These three 
joined other local students at the awards 
ceremony in April at the Genesee River 
Restaurant.

The purpose of the Teen Recogni-
tion Awards is to honor youth who have 
demonstrated community involvement, 
exceptional leadership, or have overcome 
significant challenges that have positively 
influenced others. Students can be nomi-
nated by community members, fellow 
youth, school staff, and others. Academics 
and athletic abilities are not considered 
during the selection process. MMCS 
alum and past Teen Recognition Award 
recipient Tim Chichester was the keynote 
speaker that evening. 

Congratulations to Luc, Christina and 
Nathan for Daring to be Excellent! 

Tim Chichester, Nathan May, Luc Beck, two students from Keshequa Central, and Charles 
DiPasquale, Town Supervisor. Missing is Christina Olverd. 

Summit Provides Students 
with Real World Advice

Several MMCS student-athletes attended the Section V 
Sportsmanship Summit held at SUNY Geneseo on April 6. 
Dylan Cicero, Carley Jo Jackson, Justin Martin, Cameron 
Regal, Kirsten Rivera, Steven Soto and Emily Sutherland 
were able to enjoy the experience along with Jesse Hamilton, 
MMCS Athletic Director.

The event was organized by SUNY Geneseo’s Department 
of Intercollegiate Athletics and Recreation. Students heard 
two keynote speakers, Scott Fitch, who is the boys’ basketball 
coach at Fairport High School, and Roland Williams, a retired 
NFL football player and motivational speaker. Fitch spoke to 
students about the proper use of social media and how its use 
can help – or hinder – a student’s future. 

Williams spoke to students about the importance of setting 
goals – individually and as a member of a team. After the pre-
sentations, the students were put into groups and given tasks 
as a way to get to know one another. They also participated in 
cooperative games.

“I liked that we got to meet new people and I liked the 
activities at the Summit,” said Cameron. “I learned that we 
need to write down goals and have goals in and out of school. 
Events like this help us meet people like Roland Williams and 
learn that we can be that successful if we put work into it.”

Photo by Heather Bow
ens

Drama Club Shines Bright
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NHS Inducts Newest Members
The Mount Morris Central chapter of National Honor Society inducted nine new members during a ceremony on June 1 in the 

District Auditorium. There was a dinner held in the cafeteria after the ceremony. Congratulations to this year’s inductees: Lillian 
Bacon, Colin Brickwood, Madeleine Clinton, Selena LaBarbera, Linda Lin, Monique Nichols, Dana Passamonte, Madelynn Regal, 
and Nick Torcello.  Melissa Moroz, the NHS advisor, would like to thank Kacey Kwiecien and Cody Hamilton for assisting with the 
planning of this year’s ceremony.

Back Row (L to R): Ethan Carlock, KC Howe, Liam Gardner, Josh Lewis, Joe Cappadonia, Colin Brickwood, and Nick 
Torcello. Middle Row: Nelly Lin, Christina Olverd, Dana Passamonte, Lillian Bacon, Madeleine Clinton, and Madelynn Regal. 
Front Row: Grace Rowley, Nicholas Werner, Elizabeth Corbett, Miranda Camelio, Selena LaBarbera, Linda Lin, and Monique 
Nichols. Students in the black gowns are new inductees and students with cords are seniors.  

Photo by Judi W
heeler.

Mount Morris PTSA Sends 1,000th Book
One thousand books have been sent out to children in the Mount Morris community 

thanks to Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library program, which has been organized locally 
through a partnership between Mount Morris Central School and the Mount Morris 
Parent Teacher Student Association.

“I would like to thank the MMPTSA for supporting this important program,” said 
Greg Bump, Superintendent.

The program allows for children to receive a new, age-appropriate book in the mail 
every month up until their fifth birthday, which totals around 60 books. The MMPTSA 
currently has 106 children registered for the program. The first book children receive is 
The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper and the last book is Look Out Kindergarten, 
Here I Come! by Nancy Carlson. Other classics included are The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack 
Keats and Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans.

“Building early literacy in children before they get to school is essential for their 
growth. Putting books in the hands of kids is a great way to begin working on their 
literacy skills,” said Rachael Greene, Elementary Principal.

MMCS residents can register their child(ren) by visiting the school district website, 
www.mtmorriscsd.org. Find the “Parents” tab at the top of the home page and scroll down to “Imagination Library.” It is there that 
parents will find instructions on how to register. Forms are also available in the Main Office.

“The District came to us with a valuable service for our community with Imagination Library,” said Lenny Palermo, MMPTSA 
president. “This is one more positive aspect to expect in a community like Mount Morris.”

Pre-K students Lillian Mallaber and 
Caleb Barber
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Drama Club Brings ‘Beauty’ to the Stage

Spring Sports Highlights
LC A A All-Stars
Track & Field: Caitlin Pawlaczyk, Brendan Maldonado, 
Frank Mendez, & Joe McCart 

Exce p t i o n a l  S e n i o r s
Track & Field: Brendan Maldonado & Caitlin Pawlaczyk 
Baseball: KC Howe

Congratulations to Caitl in (high jump) and Frank (hurdles) for 
winning at sectionals! 

The MMCS Drama Club brought a classic 
love story to the stage this spring with the musi-
cal Beauty and the Beast.

The story of Belle, the Beast, the rose and the 
enchanted castle was under the stage direction 
of Kathleen White and the musical direction of 
Stephanie Lasselle. Brandon Fleming served as the 
narrator. Melissa Cappadonia played the En-
chantress, Lillian Bacon played Belle, Jesse Bacon 
played Maurice, Ethan Carlock played Gaston, and 
Gideon Rowley played LeFou. Trinity Rodriguez, 
Grace Rowley and Melissa Cappadonia played Gas-
ton’s girls. Trinity also played Madame D’Arque. 
Gabbi Rowley brought Cogsworth to life. 

Andrew Edlen played Lumiere, Miranda Camelio played Babette, Grace Rowley played Mrs. Potts, Holli Waldron played Chip, 
and Matthew Bacon played Chip in Human Form. Melissa Cappadonia was Wardrobe and Joseph Cappadonia was the Beast. The 
townspeople were played by Danielle Callaro, Isabelle Chesnes, Alyssa Cornelius, Heidi Nuttall, Caleb Rodriquez, Kiara Rodriquez, 
Gabe Simons and Alivia White. Several of the above-mentioned cast members also played wolf dancers.

The stage crew is also very deserving of recognition. Maddy Clinton was the stage manager, while Josh Lewis ran the lightboard. 
Monique Nichols handled the soundboard, Hannah James controlled the curtain, and Emily Kenney ran the spotlight. Carien 
Aragon created the poster artwork and Carmen Cruz created the ticket artwork. Ethan Ackerman was in charge of the construction. 
Additional stage crew members included Carien Aragon, Devon 
Crawford, Carmen Cruz, Ashley Hallowell, Tristen Merrill, 
Evelyn Morf, Naomi Nuttall, Meleah Pescini, Nogah Pescini, 
Jillian Smith, James Sprague and Brianna White.

In addition to Kathleen White (stage director/set design) 
and Stephanie Lasselle (musical director), the production team 
included Rory Cushman (choreographer), Cheryl Cappadonia 
(costumes), Marsha Mitchell (costumes) and Amy Callaro 
(cosmetology). The pit orchestra included Stephanie Lasselle 
(conductor), Amanda Cox on piano, Shannon Drumma on 
the synthesizer, Jane Kerchoff on the flute, Nicole Kalen on the 
oboe, Joelle Provino on the clarinet, Jeffrey Thompson on the vi-
olin, Karen Canning on the cello, Tommy Nichols on the bass, 
Jeremy Ferris on the trumpet, Christopher Lynn on the horn, 
and Brian Stout and Rick Constantino on percussion. 

Congratulations to the cast and crew for a successful production!
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Our Nation’s Capital…

“You can’t get that experience anywhere else. It was one of the best experiences of my 
life,” said sophomore Colin Brickwood.

Like Colin, many students who have attended the Close Up trip to Washington, D.C. 
come back with the same impressions. Colin and 14 classmates, accompanied by advi-
sor Sharon Brown, visited our nation’s capital from March 6-11. The program, which is 
organized by the Close Up Foundation, is meant to give students an inside look at our 
government, while encouraging them to be active citizens.

Once the students arrived in Washington, D.C., they were placed in groups with 
students from around the country. Each day of the trip had a theme, which dictated 
what students did that particular day. For example, Monday focused on presidencies 
and leadership, so students visited landmarks like the Thomas Jefferson Memorial. On 
Tuesday, students visited the World War II, Vietnam and Korean War Memorials.

Wednesday was Capitol Hill Day. Students visited the Senate Gallery and were able 
to hear Senator John McCain speak during a hearing. They had the opportunity to 
meet up with Lee Lonsberry, a MMCS graduate who now works for Congressman Rob 
Bishop. Lonsberry arranged for Brown and the students to be given the American flag 
that flew over the Capitol Building the day they visited. The students presented the flag 
to the MMCS Board of Education during a meeting this spring.

Students participated in the liberal/conservative debate and a mock congress. They also 
visited Arlington National Cemetery and the gravesite of President John F. Kennedy. 
They witnessed the Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

“I liked getting to be more involved in the government,” said student Madeleine 
Clinton. “We were able to learn more about the government and it was nice to see our 
nation’s capital.”

The trip also afforded students with the opportunity to visit the National 9/11 Penta-
gon Memorial and United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, among other land-
marks. Students were able to see what Brown called “hidden gems” when they traveled 
to the surrounding neighborhoods in the area. 

This was the 31st year that MMCS has sent a group of students on the Close Up 
trip. The program has changed very little over the years, but continues to provide high 
school students with a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and establishes the foundation 
for them becoming active citizens.

“Now we can grow up and be more involved in politics,” said Colin. “Democracy 
doesn’t work if people aren’t involved.” 

Back Row (L to R): Tristen Meints, Colin Brickwood, Francisco Mendez Lugo, and Nick 
Torcello. Middle Row: Cesar Coyote-Medina, Monique Nichols, Linda Lin, Madeleine 
Clinton, Trinity Rodriguez, Madelynn Regal, Reagan Maldonado, and Vanessa 
Mancuso. Front: Tatyana Gonzalez , Melissa Cappadonia, and Kristin Rawleigh.
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Scratching the 
Surface of Technology 
Opportunities

Judi Wheeler, computer technology 
teacher, is helping her seventh grade 
students scratch the surface of the endless 
technology opportunities out there. This 
school year, Wheeler introduced Scratch, 
programming software that enables stu-
dents to create their own virtual stories, 
games, characters, and animations.

The software was created by the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
and is free to users. Scratch requires stu-
dents to write the code for everything they 
create. For example, Wheeler asked her 
students to create virtual characters that 
could sing and dance on screen. Students 
had to write the code, or instructions, to 
dictate each character’s actions. Students 
had control of what their character looked 
like, sounded like, and how it moved by 
creating and inputting a code sequence.

“I like this because we get to create char-
acters of our own and express ourselves,” 
said student Alivia White.

With Scratch, as students get further 
along in the programming process, tasks 
get more detailed. They don’t just create a 
forward-facing view of their character; they 
must also create side profiles. Maybe their 
character will not only dance, but also sing 
or complete another task.

While MMCS seventh and eighth grad-
ers are still learning traditional technology 
skills, like robotics and carpentry, Wheeler 
said the department is moving towards 
more computer programming. For exam-
ple, students are beginning to work further 
with 3-D printing and rendering.

“This is another way for students to be in-
volved in this technology-driven world,” said 
Wheeler. “This is a nice foundation for them. 
It’s also creative, which is good for kids.”

Student Alivia White creates a robot 
character with programming technology 
called Scratch. 
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Students Think of ‘We’ Before ‘Me’
Back Row (L to R): Advisor Melissa Moroz, 
Christina Olverd, Josh Lewis, Miranda 
Camelio, Elizabeth Corbett, Grace Rowley, 
Nelly Lin, Lucy Sweeney, and Ethan 
Carlock. Front Row: Liam Gardner, KC 
Howe, Joe Cappadonia, and Tommy 
Nichols. 

Photos provided by Melissa Moroz.

Below: Miranda, Lucy, and Nelly cleaning 
up fallen tree limbs.

Members of the MMCS Key Club and National Honor Society, along with advisor Melissa Moroz, participated in a Live 
United Day of Caring on May 13 at Camp Stella Maris in Livonia. The group worked to clean up the camp’s walkways, mini-
golf course, and cabins. They also worked in the camp’s garden and organized and stocked camp program areas. All the com-
pleted tasks will help the camp prepare to open for the season.

12th Grade

High Honor
Jonathan “Luc” Beck
Miranda Camelio
Calin Conroy
Elizabeth Corbett
Joshua Lewis
Brendan Maldonado
Thomas Nichols
Christina Olverd
Dana Passamonte III
Christopher Yencer

Honor Roll
Joseph Cappadonia
Liam Gardner
Caitlin Pawlaczyk
Katherine Yorks

11th Grade

High Honor
Ethan Ackerman
Lillian Bacon

Third Quarter Honor Roll
Joelle Provino
Gabrielle Rowley
Alec Spicciati
Emily Sutherland

Honor Roll
Liz Nayeli Crespo-Toledo
Danine Herrera Olivo
Nayellie Martinez Pena
Alexis Peck
Brianna White
Wyatt Yorks

8th Grade

High Honor
Jesse Bacon
Danielle Callaro
Jose Coyote-Medina
Robert Hartigan
Peyton Martin
Kiona Morf
Erica Morgan
Ryan Morgan
Gideon Rowley

Ethan Carlock
Nelly Lin
Joseph McCart
Meleah Pescini
Grace Rowley
Lucy Sweeney

Honor Roll
Tesa Coleman
Timothy Fleming
James Hotchkiss
Emily Kenney
Selena LaBarbera
Jordan Lewis
Shoniqua Patterson

10th Grade

High Honor
Colin Brickwood
Madeleine Clinton
Cesar Coyote-Medina
Spencer DiSalvo
Linda Lin
Francisco Mendez Lugo

Monique Nichols
Christian Passamonte
Madelynn Regal
Angel Santos
Nicholas Torcello

Honor Roll
Melissa Cappadonia
Michael Edwards
Vanessa Mancuso
Tristen Meints
Evan Michaels
Trinity Rodriguez
Devon Young

9th Grade

High Honor
Carmen Cruz
Isaiah Kenney
Aleyshka Lopez-Crespo
Justin Martin
Tristen Merrill
Nogah Pescini

Honor Roll
Chance Brooks
Nathan Callaro
Alyssa Cornelius
Conner Markel
Averie Matson
Calem Merrill
John Yost

7th Grade

High Honor
Edmee Lopez Crespo
Tessa Meints
Treyton Monteleone
Evelyn Morf
Kody Mosher
Gabriel Simons
Alivia White

Honor Roll
Isabelle Chesnes
Liz Junery Crespo-Toledo
Brandon Fleming
Daniel Rowley

ACHIEVE
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Bookworms
Our elementary students are quite the bookworms! Now, 

thanks to others’ generosity, each student in grades K-6 has a 
new bookworm bookmark to accompany them while they enjoy 
a good book. 

A knitting group from Perry called Care-to-Knit has once 
again created yarn bookmarks for students in the shape of 
bookworms. Patty Martire, MMCS librarian, and Patty Row-
ley, library teaching assistant, shared them with students during 
library time. Students wrote thank-you notes to the group to 
show their appreciation.

Peace PoetsRun Like A Girl!

Coaches Cassie Montemarano and Danielle Dean (not pictured) 
lead the girls through warm up exercises.

Our girls are on the run – and loving it! This spring, girls in 
grades 3-5 had the opportunity to participate in the program 
called Girls on the Run. The international program aims to 
build self-confidence in girls while reinforcing the importance of 
healthy eating and exercise.

Students met with their faculty coaches after school twice 
weekly for ten weeks. There was so much interest in the pro-
gram, two groups had to be formed. Melissa Moroz and Liz 
Becker coached one group, while Danielle Dean and Cassie 
Montemarano coached the other. Becker had previous experi-
ence with the program, which promotes the Five C’s: Compe-
tence, Caring, Confidence, Character, and Connection.

“This program builds a sense of acceptance and boosts the 
girls’ self-esteem,” said Becker. “It gives them a sense of pride.”

Each meeting followed a set curriculum that was meant to 
encourage positive social, emotional, physical, and mental de-
velopment. The girls set personal goals each day and focused on 
how to achieve them. The activities at each meeting were geared 
towards getting the girls moving and some time was spent 
running. The overall goal of the program was to get the girls 
confident enough and physically prepared to run/walk/skip a 5K 
race (3.1 miles). The non-competitive race was held on June 4 at 
Monroe Community College.

Fourth grader Mia Valentin had never participated in a 5K 
race, but she wasn’t nervous.

“I liked this program because it let me hang out with my 
friends and it was fun because I love running.”

Leah Gehrig, a fifth grader, completed a triathlon in the past 
and plans to do another this year. The Girls on the Run program 
gave her a newfound love of running.

“We did a lot of fun activities and our coaches were energet-
ic,” said Leah. “We get to encourage each other in all the good 
things we do.”

Girls on the Run has a community component and the girls 
completed a service project during the ten weeks. The program 
has been so successful there are plans to offer a similar program 
next school year through Girls on the Run called Heart and Sole 
for girls in grades 6-8.

Second graders Rylee Lippens, Jeanine Nunez, and Ashlyn Kingston.

Congratulations to second graders Ashlyn Kingston, Rylee 
Lippens, and Jeanine Nunez for being selected as winners in the 
Genesee Valley Peace Poetry Contest! Out of the over 1,000 en-
tries, 70 winners were chosen to have a free chapbook published 
by the English Department at SUNY Geneseo. The winners 
were also invited to a reading and reception at Wadsworth Audi-
torium on May 8.

Kindergartners Addison Coniglio, Alex Martin, and Isabella Baker-
Gettys pose with their bookworms!
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NYS Education Commissioner Visits MMCS
Commissioner Elia visited Shannon Drumma’s sixth grade classroom. Here  she 
talks with Principal Rachael Greene (right) as Dr. Becky Chenaille (left) and 
Superintendent Greg Bump (far right) look on.

On April 8, MaryEllen Elia, New York State Education Commissioner, 
visited MMCS. The visit gave administrators and Board of Education 
members the opportunity to discuss pertinent topics like state assessments, 
programming, and teacher certification. 

While at MMCS, the Commissioner met with Superintendent Greg 
Bump, Elementary Principal Rachael Greene, Junior/Senior High 
Principal Dr. Becky Chenaille, Business Official Mike Cox, and Board 
Members Stephanie Gehrig, Ann Hunt and Tom Young. Administrative 
team members from the Genesee Valley Educational Partnership (The 
Partnership) were also in attendance, including District Superintendent 
Kevin MacDonald, Assistant Superintendent Julie Donlon, and Director 
of Instructional Programs Charles DiPasquale.

Commissioner Elia attended an administrative luncheon and meeting 
while in the District. She inquired about administrators’ opinions of the 
recent English Language Arts (ELA) state assessment. The Commissioner 
mentioned that changes in several areas, including testing, might come in 

the future. She was open to discussion and suggestions, but cautioned that change takes time.
“It’s like building, you can’t build everything at once. If you do, it’s a mess up. It will take time to do all of this,” Commissioner 

Elia said of the changes.
Principal Greene and Dr. Chenaille invited the Commissioner into several classrooms to see students and teachers in action. She 

visited Shannon Drumma’s sixth grade classroom and Elizabeth Smiley’s fifth grade classroom. She also stopped in Omar Hussain’s 
senior English class and Sarah Sheffield’s Spanish class. During her classroom visits, Commissioner Elia took the opportunity to ask 
students what they thought of the ELA assessment and how it compared to last year’s assessment.

“Commissioner Elia is a reformer. She 
made it clear she’s open to exploring pos-
sibilities in everything. She’s a listener, but 
she has high expectations,” said Principal 
Greene. “Her time here was amazing, 
she’s inspirational.”

The Commissioner also visited The 
Partnership’s classrooms that are located 
at MMCS. Commissioner Elia has experi-
ence with the use of service dogs in school 
settings and was interested in The Partner-
ship’s use of service dogs in elementary 
classrooms. She was able to speak with 
counselor Gina Battaglia, who owns one 
of two service dogs used in The Partner-
ship’s program.

The Commissioner chatted with students in 
Elizabeth Smiley’s class.


