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Monique Nichols (far left) and several of her bandmates will be joining the York Knights 
marching band this spring.

continued on page 5

Partnership Will Help Students March to a New Beat
Our high school band students won’t be 

missing a beat this spring. A new partner-
ship with York Central School District 
(YCSD) aims to give students greater 
opportunities for extra-curricular music 
activities.

Sophomore Monique Nichols was elat-
ed when she heard a Shared Service Agree-
ment between our District and YCSD had 
been arranged in order to provide high 
school band students with the opportu-
nity to join the York Knights marching 
band this season. In fact, the agreement 
came to fruition because of the initiative 
Monique and a group of students took to 
make changes at MMCS. 

“Marching band is a really good experi-
ence to have, but there isn’t a big enough in-
terest here,” said Monique. “Those that want 
to do it, really want to do it, so we wanted to 
find a way to make that happen.”

During a conversation with Carl Irwin, MMCS instrumental music teacher, Monique asked why there couldn’t be a partnership 
between districts for music opportunities, much like there are for athletic endeavors. Irwin agreed and told students to pursue the 
topic. Monique and others approached Dr. Becky Chenaille about the possibility of a partnership with YCSD, whose marching band 
participates in Mount Morris Glory Day. Dr. Chenaille thought it was a great idea and contacted Dave Sylvester, York’s Middle/High 
School principal.

“When students come in and advocate for the things they are passionate about, who can say no? The one thing I hope all of our stu-
dents take away from their time here at MMCS is the importance of advocating for themselves,” said Dr. Chenaille. “That’s how dreams 
come true. At the end of the day, our ultimate job is to create opportunities and help our students maximize those opportunities.”

The students who commit to the marching band will practice one night a week through April and May with York’s students and 
Eric Kelly, YCSD instrumental music teacher and marching band director. Irwin will work with MMCS musicians to learn and 
memorize music. Our students will then march with York in the the Leicester Memorial Day parade, York Firemen’s parade, Byron 
Bergen Founder’s Day parade and Mount Morris Glory Day parade. 
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Honoring Distinguished Alumni
The Mount Morris Central School District wishes to recognize some of our many distinguished alumni. To that end, we 

have established a process where members of the community can nominate a former graduate for this special recognition. 

We believe these distinguished alumni can serve as an inspiration for today’s students. A selection committee will review the 

nominations and select the inductees, and an induction ceremony will take place every year on the last Friday in September. 

All nominees must have graduated from Mount Morris High School at least ten years prior to nomination. Nominations 

are due May 1 and the criteria can be found on the nomination form on pages 13 and 14 of this newsletter. 

Changes to NYS Assessments
This year there will be several positive changes to the NYS 3-8 ELA and Math Assessments. The assessments will contain 

fewer questions and they will no longer be timed tests. In addition, the connection to teacher evaluation has been removed 

and teachers will be more involved in creating the assessments. It is great that the New York State Education Department has 

responded to the concerns of parents and teachers and made these adjustments.

•	 Decreased	Number	of	Questions 

•	 Untimed	Testing 
•	 Not	Connected	to	Teacher	Evaluation

	 

•	 New	Test	Vendor 
•	 Increased	Teacher	Involvement	

Odyssey to the Mind Team Advancing to State Competition

This year, we had two Odyssey of the Mind (OM) teams compete in the regional competition. The teams needed to create 

and present a humorous performance from the perspective of three different animals. They had to develop a script where 

their characters had to solve a problem that threatens the survival of all animals while incorporating song and dance within 

the performance. Both teams had excellent performances and the sixth grade team was selected to advance to the State Tour-

nament	at	Binghamton	University	on	April	2.	Muriel	Peete	and	Kelly	Bardeen	coach
ed	our	team	of	sixth	graders	consisting	

of	Paige	Conley,	Triniti	Muscarella,	Natalie	Muscarella,	Phaelen	Waldron	and	Hope	Rowley.	The	sixth	grade	team	is	excited	

to be advancing to the state competition. Our fourth and fifth grade team was coached by Cassie Montemarano and the 

team members were Emily Mike, Chloe Mike, Leah Gehrig, Emma Brickwood and Sarina Johnson. I am so proud of our 

OM teams and the students are looking forward to growing the program next year. Good luck at states!

Final Phase of Construction: New Entryway

Our initial phase of construction came in under budget allowing us to restore the redesign of our entryway to increase 

security of the building. 

Sign Up Today for Pre-K
Next	year	will	mark	our	first	full	year	for	our	Pre-K	

program.	The	program	has	been	expanded	to	mirror	the	K-6	student	

day of 8:00-3:00. Enrollment is limited to 18 students and there will be a drawing conducted on April 15. Call today to 

register:	658-3333,	option	1.	



3
painting by Steven Soto

Student Spotlight: Lizzy Corbett
Senior Lizzy Corbett knew exactly 

where she wanted to be when she 
visited the campus of St. John Col-
lege	(Fisher)	in	Rochester.	In	the	fall,	
Lizzy will be a freshman in the col-
lege’s	Nursing	Program	as	she	works	
towards her ultimate goal of being a 
neonatal nurse practitioner. 

Lizzy originally wanted to be a 
doctor, but changed to nursing. She 
was affected by seeing the relation-
ship her grandfather developed with 
his nursing staff during a hospital 

stay and she wants to have that kind of impact on others. It was 
during an internship last summer with Friends of Strong that 
Lizzy realized she wanted to help babies.

“They can’t fend for themselves and they need someone to 
fight for them,” she said.
The	Friends	of	Strong	High	School	Program	is	very	popular	

and works on a first-come-first-serve basis, so Lizzy had to call 
over 300 times to schedule an appointment. It was worth the 
challenge, though, because she was able to spend nine weeks in 
the	summer	of	2015	volunteering	at	the	Women’s	Health	Center	
at Lattimore. She shadowed a medical resident and nurse practi-
tioner, and worked taking clients’ information. She was also able 
to observe some medical procedures.

At MMCS, Lizzy is the president of Student Council and 
National Honor Society, as well as a member of Key Club. This 
High	Honor	Roll	student	has	participated	in	soccer,	cheerlead-
ing and track and field. She works part-time as a receptionist at 
Morgan Estates in Geneseo and was a Youth Soccer coach dur-
ing	the	summer	of	2015.	

Lizzy has been awarded a Merit Scholarship from Fisher and 
has	been	invited	to	apply	for	the	college’s	Honors	Program.	She	
also received The Sister Marlene 
McQueeney	Memorial	Scholar-
ship	through	the	Greater	Roch-
ester Cheerleading and Dance 
Championships. Studying and 
staying focused on her goals has 
helped Lizzy succeed.

“My school work always 
comes first. My friends know 
that,” said Lizzy. “I’ve always 
known what I wanted.”

She’s nervous about head-
ing to college in the fall, but 
is excited because she believes 
MMCS has prepared her for the 
future. Lizzy is the daughter of 
Mary Lou and Joseph Corbett.

Those Who Have Dared to Be Excellent…
Student Spotlight: Joe Cappadonia

Joe Cappadonia is eager 
to go wherever the road may 
lead. After graduation in June, 
that road will lead Joe to the 
University	at	Albany	to	study	
Forensic Chemistry. He’s 
looking forward to meeting 
new people and enjoying new 
opportunities outside of his 
hometown. 

Joe is pursing a career that 
would make most people 
squirm – Crime Scene Inves-
tigation (CSI). His favorite 
show is Castle, which is about 
a mystery novelist who teams 
up	with	the	NYPD	to	solve	
unusual crimes.
“This	interests	me.	I	see	the	TV	shows	with	CSIs	and	I	want	to	

do that, so I looked into it as a career,” said Joe.
His interest in CSI led Joe to Albany, where he really enjoyed 

the campus while visiting. Joe’s a little nervous about college, but 
excited for the challenges ahead because he knows MMCS has 
prepared him well.

“I love that MMCS is small and I know everyone and we are 
all close. The teachers are always willing to help,” he said.

While at MMCS, Joe has been a member of the soccer and 
track	and	field	teams.	He	served	as	captain	on	the	2014	cham-
pionship boys’ soccer team. As a dedicated member of Drama 
Club, Joe has been in all the musicals since seventh grade and 
will play the role of Beast in this spring’s production of Beauty 
and the Beast.	He	is	the	Vice	President	for	the	Class	of	2016,	as	
well as a member of National Honor Society, band, chorus and 
jazz	band.	Outside	of	school,	Joe	is	an	altar	server	at	St.	Patrick’s.

Even though the school 
year is more than half over, 
Joe plans to continue to work 
hard until he walks across the 
stage in June. Joe is the son of 
Cheryl	and	Peter	Cappadonia.

“It’s a great feeling when 
you set a goal and get to a 
point where you’ve accom-
plished it,” said Joe. “I’ve 
wanted to do well for myself. 
I’ve wanted to push myself.”
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Students Represent MMCS 
at All-County

Back (L to R): 
Tommy Nichols, 
Brandon Fleming 
and James Sprague. 
Front Row: 
Monique Nichols, 
Gabrielle Rowley 
and Carmen Cruz. 
Missing is Kianna 
Rodriquez.

 L to R: Joelle Provino, Trinity Rodriguez, Grace Rowley and Caleb Rodriquez.

Mount Morris 
Central was well 
represented at the 
Genesee	Valley	
School Music As-
sociation	(GVSMA)	
All-County Festivals 
this winter. 

Stephanie Lasselle, 
MMCS vocal music teacher, and Carl Irwin, MMCS instrumental music teacher, chose 
the students who performed with the elementary band and chorus, as well as the junior 
high	chorus.	Chorus	students	in	grades	10-12	had	to	audition	at	the	Solo	Festival	held	
at	Warsaw	Central	School	on	January	9.	All	students	in	grades	7-12	who	were	inter-
ested in performing in jazz ensemble, junior high band, or senior high band had to 
audition at the Solo Festival.
Leah	Allwood,	Jye	Crocker,	JaeLynn	Gagner,	Renne	Kennedy,	Anna	Lin	and	Ian	Lin	

were chosen to perform with the elementary chorus at All-County Festival 1 held at 
Avon	Central	School	on	January	29-30.	Participating	from	the	elementary	band	were	
Leah	Gehrig,	Chloe	Mike,	Emily	Mike,	Hope	Rowley,	Hunter	Rowley	and	Emma	
VanGorder.
All-County	Festival	2	was	held	at	Geneseo	Central	School	on	February	5-6	and	high-

lighted members of the junior chorus and senior band. Chorus members included Car-
men	Cruz,	Brandon	Fleming,	Kianna	Rodriquez,	Gabrielle	Rowley	and	James	Sprague.	
Monique Nichols and Tommy Nichols represented the high school band.
Trinity	Rodriguez,	Caleb	Rodriquez	and	Grace	Rowley	performed	with	the	high	

school	chorus	at	Festival	3,	held	at	York	Central	School	on	March	4-5.	Joelle	Provino	
represented the junior high band at the Festival. 

Annual Budget 
Hearing is
May 10, 2016, in the
MMCSD Auditorium.
Board of Education 
Meeting to Follow.

Four (4) Board of Education seats will 
be vacant. Three (3) of those seats will be 
for a term of three (3) years. One seat will 
be	for	a	term	of	two	(2)	years.	District	
residents interested in serving on the 
Board of Education must file their nomi-
nating petitions by 4:00 pm, Monday, 
April	18,	2016.	Petitions	are	to	be	deliv-
ered to the District Office and must have 
at	least	25	signatures	of	qualified	voters.	
Petition	forms	may	be	obtained	from	the	
District Office on business days between 
9 am and 4 pm. This year’s budget vote 
and election will be conducted between 
noon and 9 pm on Tuesday, May 17.

To qualify for membership on the school 
board, an individual:
•	Must	be	able	to	read	and	write.
•	Must	be	a	qualified	voter	of	the	district,	
that	is	a	citizen	of	the	United	States,	at	
least 18 years of age, or older, and not 
adjudged to be incompetent.

•	Must	be	and	have	been	a	resident	(but	
need not be a taxpayer) of the district 
for a continuous and uninterrupted 
period of at least one year immediately 
before the election.

•	May	not	have	been	removed	from	any	
school district office within the preced-
ing year.

•	May	not	reside	with	another	member	of	
the same school board as a member of 
the same family.

•	May	not	be	a	current	employee	of	the	
school board.

•	May	not	simultaneously	hold	another	
incompatible public office.
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Teacher Ryan Humphrey shows students how to begin a dissection of a pig.

Students	in	Ryan	Humphrey’s	college	biology	class	spent	several	days	dissect-
ing pigs. Students examined and analyzed every part of their pig’s body, including 
skin, muscles, organs, nerves, bones, joints and digestive system. Humphrey also 
designed a lab practicum around the dissections in which students had to identify 
various systems and parts of a pig’s body. 

Biology Students Conduct 
Dissection

MMCS ‘Steps’ into a Healthy 2016

One	of	the	many	initiatives	organized	by	the	District’s	Wellness	Committee	to	help	make	2016	a	healthier	
year for faculty and staff at MMCS was a Step Challenge versus Keshequa Central School. The competition, 
held	over	six	weeks,	included	69	MMCS	faculty	and	staff	members,	as	well	as	members	of	Genesee	Valley	
Educational	Partnership	staff.	Keshequa	Central	had	52	participants.

After a close competition, the MMCS team won the Step Challenge! The Wellness Committee will work to 
make this an annual event and the winning district will receive the Step Challenge trophy to house until the next 
competition. MMCS Step Challenge all-stars were Jane Kerchoff, with the highest number of single-day steps, 

Back Row L to 
R: Sondra Bean, 
Christine Caskey, 
Shannon Drumma, 
Beth Provino, Mary 
LaPoma, Amy 
Callaro and Esther 
Howe.
Middle Row: 
Sarah Williams, 
Denise Davis, Patty 
Martire, Patty 
Bzduch, Carol 
Weitzel, Sarah 
Collins and Vicky 
Brewer. 
Front Row: Brian 
Stout, Michele St. 
Germaine, Sara 
Levy, Heather 
Welker, Kathy 
Winters, Mary 
Regatuso and 
Nathanial VanLare.

Marching to a New Beat continued…

“We are looking forward to this oppor-
tunity for all of the students,” said Kelly. 
Added Irwin, “It’s a great way around 
some of our limitations as a small school.”

Monique is excited for the opportu-
nity to meet new people and work to-
gether with the students from York. This 
is a great example of our students taking 
the initiative to bring positive change to 
MMCS.

“When I watch our kids march along-
side students from York, I will see the 
face of a young lady who took our Dare 
to be Excellent to heart. Monique’s dare 
made the shared marching band pos-
sible,” said Dr. Chenaille.

Kathy Winters with the highest number 
of overall steps, and team captain Chrstine 
Caskey with the highest team step total.
MMCS	joined	the	Rochester	JP	Mor-

gan Chase Corporate Challenge for the 
first	time	in	2015	with	22	participants.	
The entire team finished the 3.5-mile 
course around Monroe Community 
College in under 1:08. Many are eager to 
participate again this spring and the Well-
ness Committee is hoping to recruit an 
even larger team!
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Impact of Coaches vs. Cancer Reaches Many

When Darlene Ferraro started organizing the first Coaches vs. Cancer 
game seven years ago, she couldn’t have imagined the impact the event 
would have.

She approached Mike Murray, former MMCS Athletic Director, 
about hosting the event because of her own breast cancer diagnosis 
and that of her sister, Debbie. Ferraro wanted to help those diag-
nosed with cancer and provide support for local families affected by 
the disease.

Seven years later, the annual Coaches vs. Cancer game against 
York	has	raised	over	$30,000.	This	year’s	game	raised	$7,288	to	
help fund cancer research and assist those locally who have been diagnosed. 
“Unfortunately,	many	dear	friends	and	family	of	both	communities	have	been	affected	by	cancer,”	said	

Ferraro, who lost her mother-in-law Lena Ferraro to the disease in October. “The event grows in support yearly due to so 
many personal stories of diagnosis and loss because of this disease.”
The	game	was	held	at	MMCS	on	January	9	and	included	JV	and	varsity	boys’	basketball	games	against	York.	The	funds	were	raised	

through admission, which is normally not charged at home games. Local businesses and individuals donated dozens of gift baskets 
and gift certificates that were raffled off during the games. A 50/50 raffle, t-shirt sales and private donations also helped the cause.
Mackenzie	Howe	from	the	American	Cancer	Society	generously	donated	bags	for	the	luminary	ceremony.	People	purchased	the	

bags in honor or memory of someone who has battled the disease. Glow sticks were added to the bags and the lights in the gym were 
dimmed at half time.

For Ferraro, the event is a group effort. She is grateful to Murray for allowing her to start the event years ago. She also appreci-
ates the help and support from Jesse Hamilton, MMCS Athletic Director, and Ed Orman, York Athletic Director. Marcie Monegro, 
the	girls’	varsity	basketball	coach,	and	the	JV	and	varsity	girls’	teams	are	also	vital	to	the	success	of	the	event.	Ferraro	would	like	to	
acknowledge Cheri Soto, Shannon and Maeve Gardner, Donna Todd, Melissa Sutherland, Mark and Chris Saltsman, and Tom and 
Sol Young.

“Most importantly, I’d like to thank the businesses and personal donators all over Livingston County,” said Ferraro. “Without their 
support of donations this event would not be as successful as it is every year!”

Above L to R: Molly Gardner, Lauren Ferraro, Darlene Ferraro, Reagan 
Maldonado, Maddy Regal, Rose D’Angelo, Christina Olverd, Caitlin 
Pawlaczyk, Kirsten Rivera, Brianna Pritchard and Marcie Monegro.
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Special Guests Soar Above the Rest
The	Genesee	Valley	Educational	Part-

nership classes at MMCS had some special 
guests – of the feathery kind – on Febru-
ary	8.	Presenters	from	Wild	Wings,	Inc.	
in Honeoye Falls brought some friends to 
visit with students.

The not-for-profit organization houses 
and cares for birds that are permanently 
injured and can’t return to the wild. Stu-
dents were delighted to meet two different 
owls, a hybrid falcon and a hawk. They 
learned some fun facts like an eagle can 
spot a rabbit on the ground nearly two 
miles away and owls can hear the beat of 
someone’s heart. 
Presenters	spoke	about	each	bird	and	

how it found itself at Wild Wings, Inc. 
Many had been hit by cars or had fallen 
from nests. Students learned about each 
bird’s hunting skills and survival traits. 
For example, owls have something called 
“silent flight” because their specialized 
feathers make little sound in the air. This 
allows them to hunt their prey without being detected. 

The visit was to help students learn more about these birds of prey while also helping them gain understanding and respect for them.

Presenters from Wild Wings, Inc. introduce a hawk to students.

Writing Competition ‘Echoes’ Student Life
This winter, sixth graders put pen to pa-

per to tell their stories. Some felt compelled 
to write about the mundane happenings 
of everyday life like homework and taking 
tests. Others tackled topics like bullying, 
social status, and gossip. Some used humor 
to discuss school lunches or write silly 
commercials, while others chronicled the 
loss of a loved one and goals of making a 
difference in the world.
Members	of	the	Merry-Go-Round	

Youth Theater visited with sixth graders 
in October as part of the ‘Echoes’ Writing 
Workshop and Competition. They chal-
lenged students to write about something 
that echoed what kids their age are think-
ing about or interested in. They explained 
to students the type of work that would 
translate well from paper to the stage. Ac-
tors then used select writing submissions 

from all participating schools to create an hour-long show, giving credit to the student-authors.
The	actors	returned	to	MMCS	on	February	24	to	perform	for	sixth	graders.	Students’	stories	were	perfectly	woven	together	using	

singing, dancing and acting. It was a show for middle school students, written by middle school students. Student Joey Mastowski 
earned the Showcase Author Award because his writing, A Magical Place, was incorporated into the show. Several students also 
received Honorable Mention awards because their pieces would have been used in the show if space allowed. Those students were 
Logan	Brooks,	Dominic	Coyote-Medina,	Anthony	Eldrige,	Triniti	Muscarella,	Hunter	Rowley	and	Chad	Thomas.

L to R: Joey Maskowski, Chad Thomas, Anthony Eldrige, Hunter Rowley, 
Triniti Muscarella, Logan Brooks and Dominic Coyote-Medina.
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Fourth and Fifth Grade Team: Emma Brickwood, Emily Mike, Leah Gehrig, Coach Cassie 
Montemarano, Sarina Johnson, and Chloe Mike.

Sixth Grade Team: L to R: Triniti Muscarella, Natalie Muscarella, Phaelen Waldron, and Paige Conley. Missing is Hope Rowley.

Odyssey of the Mind Team 
Advances to States
Two	Odyssey	of	the	Mind	(OM)	teams	represented	MMCS	at	the	Region	15	Tour-

nament	held	on	February	27	at	Cal-Mum	Central	School	District.	OM	is	a	new	offer-
ing	by	the	District	through	Genesee	Valley	Educational	Partnership	and	two	teams	were	
established in the fall. Cassie Montemarano coached the Division I team of fourth and 
fifth	graders,	while	Muriel	Peete	and	Kelly	Bardeen	coached	the	sixth	grade	Division	II	
team.

While both teams performed well, the Division II team finished second and earned a 
spot at the state competition in Binghamton in April! Students spent months preparing 
for	the	competition,	including	staying	after	school	and	coming	in	on	weekends.	Rules	
prohibited students from receiving help from coaches or other adults, so they had to 
write scripts, build scenery and create costumes on their own.

At the competition, the teams had to solve a long-term problem and a spontaneous 
problem. Students had several months to prepare the solution to the long-term prob-
lem, but the spontaneous problem was given the day of the competition. For example, 
this year’s long-term problem required students to create and present a humorous 
performance depicting problem solving from the perspective of three different animals. 
The animals had to help a stranger, help each other, and solve a problem that threat-
ened the survival of all the animals. During the performance, the animals had to sing 
and dance, while also showing curiosity, sympathy, frustration and joy. 

Winter Sports 
Wrap Up
Girls Basketball

The team, coached by Marcie Mon-
egro, finished the season with a record 
of	10-12.	They	lost	in	sectionals	by	
two points to the eventual champion 
Wheatland Chili. Christina Olverd was 
named an LCAA All-Star. Christina and 
Katie Yorks were named to the LCAA 
Exceptional Senior Team.

Boys Basketball 
The team, coached by Jesse Hamil-

ton, finished with a 15-7 record after 
a loss to Naples in sectionals. Bubba 
Maldonado	and	Bruce	Patterson	were	
named LCAA All-Stars. Those two, 
along with KC Howe, were named to 
the LCAA Exceptional Senior Team.

Cheerleaders 
The cheerleaders, led by Coach Allison 

Gala, finished seventh in sectionals. The 
group placed first this season at Avoca 
and	second	at	both	the	Greater	Roches-
ter and Hornell competitions. The girls 
showed improvement in tumbling and 
stunting skills. DeJhiona Wheeler and 
Shoniqua	Patterson	were	named	LCAA	
All-Stars. DeJhiona was named to the 
LCAA Exceptional Senior Team.
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Happy 100th Day

Photo provided by Amy Callaro.

The 100th Day of the school year, celebrated this year on Feb-
ruary 19, has become a milestone for our youngest learners. It’s 
a moment when students and teachers can look back on all the 
progress that has been made and look forward to all the progress 
that will be made before the end of the school year.

The activities planned for the 100th Day focused on counting. 
Students in Sondra Bean’s first grade class counted and sorted 
objects. Kacey Kwiecien’s Kindergartners counted snack foods 
– pretzels, marshmallows, and raisins. Second graders counted 
alligators during their annual alligator hunt. Then there’s the 
100th Day projects – students really outdid themselves this year! 
A	favorite	was	Kindergartner	Ryan	Forshee’s	project.	She	used	a	
picture of herself on the very first day of school, cut it into pieces 
and put it back together like a puzzle.

Top left: Annabella, Ian and Owen from Kacey Kwiecien’s 
Kindergarten class show off their 100th Day projects.
Bottom left: Kindergartners Alex Martin, Gianna Conley, Logan 
Martin wore their wacky 100th Day hats.

painting by Orlando Medina-Rosa

A Little Blue Devil Pride
Students	in	the	Recreation	Cheer	Program	were	busy	this	winter	cheering	on	their	hometown	teams.	The	girls,	ranging	from	

Kindergarten	to	sixth	grade,	performed	at	the	Recreation	Homecoming	Games	on	January	15.	They	also	cheered	on	the	JV	girls’	
basketball	team	on	Jan.	20	and	the	JV	boys’	team	on	Jan.	29.	Coaches	Erika	Forbes,	Vanessa	Rodriguez	and	Amy	Callaro	enjoyed	
teaching the group basic cheer techniques, dance moves and teamwork!
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Get Poppin’

Bernadette Harwood from Livingston County Cornell Cooperative Extension teaches second graders the science behind popcorn.

The aroma of freshly popped popcorn 
can bring a smile to many faces. Dur-
ing	a	January	29	visit	from	Bernadette	
Harwood, an educator from Livingston 
County Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
second graders learned the science behind 
one of their favorite snacks.

The visit coincided with National 
Popcorn	Day,	which	was	celebrated	on	
January 19. Harwood asked students to 
play the role of scientists. She gave stu-
dents popcorn kernels, grain corn kernels 
and sweet corn kernels and asked them 
to observe the similarities and differences. 
The class then recorded characteristics like 
size, appearance and smell for each type 
of kernel.

Harwood taught students that when 
popcorn is heated, the moisture in a part 
of the kernel begins to expand and turns 
into the white part we eat. As the mois-
ture changes from liquid to gas, the top 
of the kernel pops to relieve the pressure. 
After all this scientific thinking, students 
enjoyed some fresh popcorn, of course!

Chili Cook Off Warms Winter Day
The	Genesee	Valley	Educational	Part-

nership classrooms at MMCS faced off 
in	a	fierce	chili	cook	off	on	January	28.	
Classes discussed their strategies and 
recipes before setting out to actually 
cook. Some classes also chose to make 
breads and other foods to enjoy with 
the chili.

Taste testers were asked to rate each 
dish on a scale of 1-5 based on color, 
aroma, texture, flavor and heat. The 
classes of Kelly Bardeen and Allison 

Stead were the top picks by students 
and staff. Additional 

awards went to 
teachers Nicole 
Embt	for	the	most	“Veg-tastic”	chili,	Matt	Heins	for	the	
most creative chili, Sarah White for the best “South of the 
Border” chili, and Janice Heim for the best colored chili.
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Key Club and Kiwanis Partner for Contest

At Left: Josh Lewis, Tommy Nichols, Christina Olverd, Lizzy Corbett and KC Howe. At Right: Liam Gardner, Grace Rowley, Lucy Sweeney, 
Miranda Camelio, Ethan Carlock and Marie Schoenacker, Kiwanis President.

The MMCS Key Club and Mount Morris Kiwanis Club recently organized a coloring contest for students in second and third 
grades.	The	theme	of	the	contest	focused	on	kindness,	anti-bullying	and	community	spirit.	Participating	students	not	only	had	to	
color, but also describe ways they could show kindness in school, at home and around the community. Key Club members and advi-
sor	Melissa	Moroz	joined	Marie	Shoenacker,	Mount	Morris	Kiwanis	President,	on	March	9	to	pick	the	top	five	entries.	The	top	three	
winners were chosen by Kiwanis members and presented with monetary awards.

March 7-11, 2016: Initial Registration
If your child will be age 5 prior to December 1, he or she is eli-
gible for kindergarten. Our initial kindergarten registration will 
be taking place from March 7-11. You can stop in to our office to 
pick up a registration packet, or you can call (585) 658-3331, 
option 4 and we will mail the registration packet to you. You can 
also download our registration packet from our website.
March 31, 2016: Kindergarten Orientation
We will be having our Kindergarten Orientation on Thursday, 
March 31 at 5:00 p.m. in our auditorium. At this time you can 
turn in completed registration packets along with a copy of the 
child’s birth certificate, immunization records, and any appli-
cable documentation such as preschool records. You will also be 
able to sign your child up for a screening appointment.
May 19-20, 2016: Kindergarten Screening
Please make your screening appointments at kindergarten orien-
tation, or call (585) 658-3331, option 4, after March 31, 2016

Kindergarten Registrat ion 2016-17

painting by Tatyana Sepulveda
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Parents: 
All kids entering 7th and 12th grade 
must have the meningococcal vaccine.

Without it, they can’t start school.
About the Vaccine:
• It’s not a new vaccine. It’s been recommended for a decade.
• Most parents already choose to vaccinate their children.
• What’s new is that the vaccine will be required for school entry  

as of Sept. 1, 2016. 

About Meningococcal Disease:
• It causes bacterial meningitis and other serious diseases.
• Teens and young adults are at greater risk.
• It comes on quickly and without warning. 
• Its symptoms are similar to the flu.
• Every case of this disease can result in death or  

long-term disability.

Check with your doctor. Even kids who have had a shot before may 
need a booster to start school.

To learn more, visit
health.ny.gov/immunize

Immunization is Protection.

New for 

2016-17 

School Year

2169  2/16
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    Mount Morris Central School District 

Distinguished Alumni 
Nomination Form 

 

 
All nominees must have graduated from Mount 

Morris High School at least ten years prior to 
nomination.  Selection criteria are outlined on 

the nomination form. 
 

Nominations are due May 1st. 
 

A selection committee, which includes 
representatives from the District and the 

community, will review all nominations and 
select the inductees.  The inductees will be 
notified during the Summer and invited to 

attend the Induction Ceremony to be held on 
the last Friday in September. 

 
Please note that supporting 

information/materials submitted with the 
nomination form WILL NOT be returned. 

 

The Mount Morris Central School 
District wishes to recognize 

some of our many distinguished 
alumni.  We believe these 

distinguished alumni can serve 
as role models for today’s 

students so they may have a 
better understanding of the 

power of learning. 
 

Nominations are due May 1st. 

 
The Induction Ceremony is 

scheduled for the last Friday in 
September. 

 
All nominations will be retained 

for consideration in future years. 
 

The nomination form and any 
substantiating materials 

should be delivered, mailed or 
faxed to: 

Mount Morris Central School District  
Attention: Sarah Williams 
30 Bonadonna Avenue 

Mount Morris, New York 14510 
Fax Number: (585) 658-4814 
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MOUNT MORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT 
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI NOMINATION FORM 

 
Additional sheets may be used; supporting information/materials are encouraged, however this 

documentation will not be returned.  Include the maiden name of the nominee, if applicable. 
  

Nominee     _________Class Year    
 

 

Address of Nominee    _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Telephone    E-Mail  ______________________________________ 
 

 
Nominated by ______________________________________ Relationship to Nominee: _________________  
 
Address of Nominator ______________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
Telephone                                       ________                         E-Mail ______________________________________________                                                                   

 
 

Please provide a description of the nominee’s achievements since graduating from Mount Morris.  These 
achievements may be included in one or more of the following areas: 
 
Community or Civic Involvement: 
 
 
 
 
 
Job-related and Entrepreneurial Achievements: 
 
 
 
 
 
Honors, Awards, and Affiliations: 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal Achievements/Accomplishments: 
 
 
 
 
 
Educational Achievements: 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Additional Qualifications: 
 
 

Nominations are due May 1st.  
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First Quarter Honor Roll
We would like to acknowledge sophomore 

Devon	Young	and	junior	Reed	Goho	for	making	
Honor	Roll	during	the	First	Quarter.	Their	names	
were erroneously left off the list. Congratulations, 
Devon	and	Reed!

Read	Across	America	Week	was	celebrated	in	
the	Elementary	School	on	February	29	to	March	
4. The week was filled with fun literacy-based 
activities in celebration of author Theodor Seuss 
Geisel’s	(Dr.	Seuss)	birthday	on	March	2.	
Monday	of	that	week	was	Reading	Rainbow	

Day and each grade level was assigned a color 
to wear. On Tuesday, students snuggled in their 
pajamas with their stuffed animals and favorite 
books in celebration of Bedtime Story Day. Every-
one wore wacky outfits on Wednesday. Thursday 
was	Thing	1	and	Thing	2	Day	and	students	had	
to pick a friend and dress alike. Friday was Blue 
Devils Love Books Day and school colors were a 
must!

On Friday, some 
questionable weather 
hit MMES – a reading 
blizzard! For every two 
reading steps, each stu-
dent earned a “snow-
ball.” Classes gathered 
on Friday afternoon 
for a “snowball” 
war	with	Principal	
Greene.

12TH GRADE
HIGH HONOR
Jonathan Beck
Miranda Camelio
Joseph Cappadonia
Calin Conroy
Elizabeth Corbett
Joshua Lewis
Brendan Maldonado
Thomas Nichols
Christina Olverd
Dana	Passamonte
Caitlin	Pawlaczyk
Nicholas Werner

HONOR ROLL
Christopher	Rager

11TH GRADE
HIGH HONOR
Ethan Ackerman
Lillian Bacon
Ethan Carlock
Selena LaBarbera
Nelly Lin
Joseph McCart
Meleah	Pescini
Grace	Rowley

HONOR ROLL
Tesa Coleman
Andrew Edlen
James Hotchkiss
Emily Kenney
Jordan Lewis
Shoniqua	Patterson
Lucy Sweeney

MMCSD Second Quarter Honor Roll
10TH GRADE

HIGH HONOR
Colin Brickwood
Madeleine Clinton
Cesar Coyote-Medina
Spencer DiSalvo
Linda Lin
Tristen Meints
Francisco Mendez Lugo
Monique Nichols
Madelynn	Regal
Trinity	Rodriguez
Angel Santos
Nicholas Torcello

HONOR ROLL
Melissa Cappadonia
Joshua Hart
Reagan	Maldonado
Evan Michaels
Christian	Passamonte
Kristin	Rawleigh
Lauren Simmons
Devon Young

9TH GRADE
HIGH HONOR
Justin Martin
Tristen Merrill
Nogah	Pescini
Joelle	Provino
Gabrielle	Rowley
Emily Sutherland

HONOR ROLL
Carmen Cruz
Emahnde Green
Danine Herrera Olivo
Isaiah Kenney
Aleyshka Lopez-Crespo
Alec Spicciati
Brianna White

8TH GRADE
HIGH HONOR
Jesse Bacon
Jose Coyote-Medina
Peyton	Martin
Calem Merrill
Kiona Morf
Erica Morgan
Ryan	Morgan
Gideon	Rowley

HONOR ROLL
Danielle Callaro
Nathan Callaro
Robert	Hartigan
Conner Markel
Averie Matson
Madyson Simmons
Taylor Steen
Devon Terry
John Yost

7TH GRADE
HIGH HONOR
Brandon Fleming
Edmee Lopez Crespo
Tessa Meints
Treyton Monteleone
Evelyn Morf
Kody Mosher
Alivia White

HONOR ROLL
Liz Junery Crespo Toledo
Charles Martell-Dale
Gabriel Simons

The Principal’s List
Junior	High	students	who	receive	a	quarterly	average	of	96	or	higher	will	
be	recognized	on	the	Principal’s	List.	Congratulations	to	the	students	who	
reached this achievement during the second quarter:

8TH GRADE
Jose Coyote-Medina
Erica Morgan
Ryan	Morgan

7TH GRADE
Tessa Meints
Treyton Monteleone
Evelyn Morf



Hour of Code Comes To MMCS
Hour of Code. You may 

have heard about it, but don’t 
know exactly what it is. It’s 
an international movement 
by the non-profit organiza-
tion code.org to ensure that 
every student, regardless of the 
school he/she attends, has the 
opportunity to learn computer 
science.	Patty	Martire,	MMCS	
Library Media Specialist, 
celebrated the Hour of Code 
with her students in grades 
4-6	during	several	weeks	this	
winter.

Hour of Code organizers 
hope to introduce all students 
to computer science, demystify 
code, and prove that anyone 
can learn. Computer code is 
the arrangement of data or 

EXPLORE

Stephanie Gehrig

instructions that basically tells every computer what to do. MMCS 
students are included in the tens of millions of people who partici-
pate in the movement each year.

The website offers tutorials that students use to create code for 
games like Angry Birds or Minecraft. Notable figures like Mark 
Zuckerberg and Bill Gates often lead the lessons. For example, a 
student needs a Minecraft character to walk several steps forward 
to shear a sheep. In order to make that happen, the student must 
first write a code that tells the computer to allow that action to 
take place. Once the code is established, kids can play the games.

Martire began the unit by walking students through the tutori-
als to give them a sense of what coding is. She stressed that this 
is something anyone can learn and can lead to great future career 
choices. The concepts that students learned during the Hour of 
Code are skills that professional programmers use daily. As stu-
dents continued through the unit, they were able to write their 
own code for popular games. 

“We are doing this so the kids can see the world of opportuni-
ties that are around them,” said Martire. “Even if they don’t pursue 
this as a future career, they will understand how coding works.”

For more information, please visit code.org. 

MOUNT MORRIS CENTRAL SCHOOL

BOARD OF EDUCATION 2015-2016  David DiPasquale, President • Ann Hunt, Vice-President • 
Erinn Brickwood • Todd Fowler • Stephanie Gehrig • Peter Privitera • Thomas Young

Administration Gregory Bump, Superintendent • Dr. Rebekah Chenaille, 7-12 Principal  • Rachael Greene, Elementary 
Principal • Mike Cox, Business Administrator • Megan Winter, Newsletter Editor 

MMCS Welcomes a New BOE 
Member

We welcome Stephanie Gehrig to 
the Board of Education! She was ap-
pointed to the Board to fill the open 
seat for the remainder of the school year.  
Stephanie’s experience as an educator 
will be an asset as she assumes her new 
role on the Board of Education. 

“I wanted to become a Board mem-
ber to help create an environment 
where all students receive the best 
possible education.  Just because we choose to live in a small, 
rural community, our children shouldn’t be limited. Our 
students should be afforded the same opportunities as other 
schools. Mount Morris Elementary School has made a lot of 
positive steps forward and I would like to help continue that 
momentum to the Jr. and Sr. High School. My educational 
background,	25	years	as	a	teacher,	will	serve	me	well	in	this	
position.”


