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Norms

Assume good intent.

Listen without judgement.

Everyone participates. Please 
have cameras on.

Respect others’ opinions.

Speak from the “I”.





Irwin Blumer Historical Perspective of Racism 



Discussion
1. Dr. Blumer states that white privilege is embedded in our culture.  What privileges 

do white people benefit from every day?

2. There is a great deal of history summarized in this video.  What thoughts come to 
mind as you listen to this history?

3. Dr. Blumer calls for superintendents to take the lead in creating an actively 
antiracist school system.  What does it mean to be antiracist?  How is this different 
from not racist?

4. What is your biggest takeaway from this video?



Black Student Voices: Classroom 
Discussions on Race (4:47)

Education Week spoke with 10 Black high school 

students from across the country about how they think 

issues of race and racism should be handled in school.

In this video, students shared concerns about the lack of 

representation in curriculum, open conversations about 

racial injustice, and diversity education for all students 

and educators. Some students also spoke about positive 

experiences talking about race and what their teachers 

did to make the conversations meaningful and productive.



Medfield Students Discuss Experiences of Racism

Hometown Weekly Article

● How does this make me feel? 
Why do I feel this way?

● What is my biggest "takeaway" 
from this article? Why? 

● What is a concrete action or 
change that this inspires in my 
own teaching? 



Reflection Padlet



Final Thoughts

● Ibram X. Kendi

● Antiracism 
Resources and 
Readings

‘Antiracist Baby’ Author Ibram X. Kendi On 
Where We Go From Here | TODAY



What’s Next ?
Medfield Educators for Racial Justice (MERJ) - a more formalized action group 
building off of our book club/study group from this summer - will continue this work 
throughout the school year.  We plan to meet twice a month:

○ One cross-district meeting, in the evenings.  The next meeting will be on 
Monday, Sept. 14, 2020 at 7:00 pm. A zoom invitation will be sent out 
shortly.

○ One building-based meeting, taking place after school. More information to 
come. 

We hope you will go back to your buildings and continue these conversations, as well. 



By Kara Walker

Cue: Watch video 
(0:33) and process 
in the chat



This work in the previous slide is by Kara 
Walker...the work is titled “No World” from a series 
“An Unpeopled Land in Uncharted Waters”....to hold 
above the waves what looks like a slave ship.  

Note the figures on the left side of the painting.



The Problem we 
All Live With

By Norman 
Rockwell



The Problem We All Live With is a 1964 painting 
by Norman Rockwell. It is considered an iconic 
image of the Civil Rights Movement in the United 
States.[2] It depicts Ruby Bridges, a six-year-old 
African American girl, on her way to William Frantz 
Elementary School, an all-white public school, on 
November 14, 1960, during the New Orleans 
school desegregation crisis.


