
 

Jefferson Journal
   Special Points of Interest: 

  ☺ Nov. 2nd - Student Council speeches for   
officers @ 1:30 pm presented to classes 
through Zoom 
  ☺ Nov. 2nd- 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm Parent 
Conferences  
  ☺ Nov. 4th- PTO meeting @ noon through 
Zoom 
  ☺ Nov. 5th- 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm Parent 
Conferences   
☺ Nov. 11th - No School, Observe Veteran’s 
Day 
 ☺ Nov. 25th - 27th - Thanksgiving Break (No 
School) 

                 November 1st, 2020  Principal’s Corner
Dear Parents, 


It has been such a joy to observe learning taking place in 
school.  I am so thankful that students are coming to 
school ready to learn!  


I AM THANKFUL


I am thankful for:

Students getting their homework completed.  Jaguars 
are readers!!  Thank you!


I am thankful for:

Students getting 10 - 12 hours of sleep per night. Thank 
you!  Students are coming to school well rested and 
ready to learn. 


I am thankful for:

Students coming with clothing that fits the weather.  
Wow!  Snow already.  Remember to put your child’s 
name in their items.  Snow gear is expensive, if you are 

in need of snow gear, please give me a call.  I would like 
to assist.  Call 882-6390 or email me at 
laura.morrow@k12.sd.us.


We can use:

Gently worn snow gear including boots. 

Gently worn pants that are stretchy (so they fit more 
children).  

Gently used underwear and socks.  

Tennis shoes from size 12 (5 year old size) to adult size 8.  
Sizes we use the most are size 2, 3, 4 and 5.  


LOST AND FOUND

We have a lost and found table in the entry way of the 
school.  We have two bins full of clothing.  You are 
welcome to swing by and come through the first set of 
doors and take a look anytime between 7:30 am and 6 
pm. You will not need an appointment or need to come in 
through the locked doors to check this out.  


(Continued to page 2)
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Jaguars!
Remember to wear 

tennis shoes to school 
everyday. You must 

wear them for  
PE.
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	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (Continued from page 1)


Conferences are November 2nd and 5th.  If you have not set up your times with your teachers, 
please do so as soon as possible.  Information has already been sent home via REMIND.  I am re-
attaching the information to this newsletter as well.  


PTO 

PTO is now on ZOOM.  I am thankful for all the parents that joined the meeting on October 7th.  Our 
next meeting will be at noon on November 4th.  I will send out the Zoom link that morning.  If you 
would like to join, just email me your email and I will get you linked in to the meeting.  


Every year for conferences, PTO gets meals planned for conferences.  This year PTO has planned a 
COVID style meal.  PTO will order meals from businesses in town instead.  PTO is asking for a free 
will donation of money to assist with the meal purchases.  Teachers are so thankful for this meal.  
Thank you!


Sincerely, 
Mrs. Morrow 
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Jefferson School Library 
  Dear Parents, 

 Reading is one for the most important skills your child will learn in school. Like all skills,   
improvement comes with practice, and the Jefferson School Library provides a wide variety of books for 
students to borrow for reading practice, information, and enjoyment. Your student’s  class will visit the 
school library weekly to select books. You can help your student by reading to or with him/her and asking 
questions about the story. Encourage your child to spend time reading at home every day.  

Students are responsible to handle library books with care, since they are for everyone to share. 
Please keep books away from pets, food, and all liquids. 
Any book damage should be reported to the library as soon as possible so we can attempt repairs. 
If  a book is lost or damaged, payment toward a replacement will be requested from the parents. 
If  your family plans to move, please return all books before moving. 

 We hope your children will read and enjoy many books and grow in reading skills while attending 
our school. 

   
  Sincerely, 
  Mrs. Zemlicka, Librarian 
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Circle Drive - Drop offs and Pick ups 

**To keep the circle drive running smoothly, we ask that you do not leave your car 
unattended in the circle drive between 8 & 8:30 or between 3 & 3:30.  Please park in the 
street and walk in the front door.   
**No dawdling please.  Be courteous of others waiting for your spot in the circle drive.   
**Pull forward.  Please move forward and not stop right in front of the door.  Your child 
can walk on the side walk to the front door.  We have staff to guide them.   
**Cell phones should not be in use while you are driving.  Please refrain from using them 
while driving.   
**Model proper behavior.  Please do not run between moving vehicles with your child.  
This is very dangerous.  As your child gets older, they will continue to practice your 
teaching and will do this when you are not around.  
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Weather and School Updates  
by Dr. Jeff Danielsen,  Superintendent 

 
 As we get to the time of year when the winter weather is approaching, I am writing this column to 
remind everyone of how late starts, early dismissals, and no school day decisions are made.  It is important 
that you know, as parents, that your child's safety is my utmost concern.  I also want you to know that if 
you don't agree with my decision, you can keep your child home or come and pick your child up from 
school early.  The best decision possible is made with the weather information that we have – we view 
several television stations, drive the roads, as well as talk with the National Weather Service. 
 Late starts – Late starts are called for two reasons.  The main reason is that we need more time to 
get the busses out on the country roads and we need the daylight for the roads in town and out of town to 
begin the plowing process.   On a normal day, our bus drivers are ready to head out about 6:30-6:45 AM.  
When we have a 10:30 late start, that delays that time until 8:30 – 8:45 AM.   The second reason is to “buy 
time”, to see if the weather is going to get better and improve to start at 10:30 AM.  I know this sometimes 
causes concern because of day care situations for parents, but I do use the late start time to review the 
conditions and see if they are going to improve.  If they are not improving, then a “no school” decision is 
made. 
 Early dismissals – Early dismissals in the winter are primarily called to get students home with 
inclement weather during daylight hours.  We may use a 12:30, 1:30 or 2:30 early dismissal time.   
 No School – We call no school when either weather is too difficult to get children to school with our 
busses (typically in town roads are better), and/or the weather is predicted to become worse throughout the 
day.  This decision begins about 4:30-5:00 AM with several of us driving the in town roads and country 
roads.  It also includes talking with meteorologists in Aberdeen about their predictions for snowfall, winds, 
etc. We make the best decisions possible, and sometimes the predictions are not 100% accurate. 
 Regarding cold temperatures: We will not call school off for cold temperatures unless the air 
temperature gets to the 25 to 30 below mark.   Our busses are well heated and will run fine unless it is in 
that range of air temperature (busses don't feel wind chill).  We do keep our buildings open for students 
when it is cold.  Students won't wait outside in the bus lines, playground, etc. on those days.  Unfortunately, 
the television media sometimes plays into the hype of calling off school around the state.  You can be 
assured that we will not bring students to school if we believe they are in danger.  If they have to walk to 
school on those cold days, I would ask that you find neighbors and friends and ask if they can help give 
your child a ride (please plan ahead).  If you believe it is too cold, you can keep your child home. 
Northeastern SD is one of the coldest parts of the state during the winter and if we called off for the two-
three weeks of cold weather we wouldn't be in session any of those days – that is why we use the 25-30 air 
temperature mark decision.  Remember to help your child(ren) dress appropriately for cold weather – hats, 
boots, mittens, coats.  
 I hope this article helps you to understand that thought process that goes into late starts, early 
dismissals, no school calls, and cold weather.  As your Superintendent, I take your child's safety very 
seriously.  We do our best, barring problems with technology, to get information to all television stations, 
our radio stations, our district website, and our phone calls to your home or cell phone to get you the latest 
information.  Please make sure that your information is kept up-to-date at the principal's office so that the 
communication reaches you.  Thank you. 
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