
Music Notes—November 2020 
Stacy Fink—PreK-12 Vocal         Todd Walter—5-12 Instrumental 

 

It’s Fundraiser Time!!! 

Back by popular demand, 6-12 music students are once again participating in the fruit sale fundraiser.  If you 

were counting on your favorite fruit/meat/cheese/nut products for the holiday season, please seek out a 6-12 

music student.  Fruit sale order forms are due back by Monday November 9, with delivery during the week of 

November 30-December 4.  If you are not approached by a student, please contact the main office OR fill out 

our online order form: https://sites.google.com/wc.k12.ia.us/wcmusic/fruitsales.   

As always—but especially this year, we thank you in advance for your generosity!  COVID has changed many 

things for the music department this year, but the need for funding to support our programs still remains the 

same.  This year’s profits will primarily fund licensing fees, honor band & honor choir registration fees, and 

other related materials. 

Concert Updates due to COVID-19 

 This year’s Veteran’s Day performances will be streamed in an online format.  Performances by the HS 
Band and Choir will be posted to the school website. 

 Due to the nature of carry-out/delivery of the Thanksgiving meals for senior citizens, there will be no 
entertainment provided for community members. 

 There will be no pep band during basketball games this year due to social distancing guidance. 

 As of 10/19/20, students in grades PK-8 will host virtual performances in place of the fall/winter 
concerts.  This is due to the large number of attendees at past events for this age group. 

 Watch for elementary and junior high performances to be posted around the first week of 
December.  Information will be emailed to families of students involved, as well as posted on the 
school website. 

 As of 10/19/20, students in grades 9-12 will hold live, in-person winter concerts.  These concerts will also 
be live-streamed for those not able to attend.  

 Due to seating capacity and performance time limits, the high school “Winter with West Central” 
concert will be split into 2 performances on separate evenings.  

 HS Choir will perform on Monday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium. 

 HS Band will perform on Thursday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium. 

 Seating in the auditorium will be marked off in pods of 2. 

 All performers and attendees must wear a mask.  We appreciate your cooperation so that live 
performances continue to be a possibility for our students. 

 Concert policies will be reviewed in the new year as we assess how future performances will be handled.  

Looking to Get Rid of an Instrument? 

Do you have a gently used musical instrument?  If you are thinking about selling an instrument, please contact 

Mr. Walter (twalter@wc.k12.ia.us or #563-637-2283). We are always looking to increase our number of 

instruments that students can rent.  

https://sites.google.com/wc.k12.ia.us/wcmusic/fruitsales


November Reading Certificates 

2ND GRADE 

   Liam Childs 

   Braleigh Engler 

   Harley Lockard 
 

3RD GRADE 

   Brice Baker - 2 Cert. 
   Emma Blume 

   Braxton Landis - 2 Cert. 
   Ava Miller 

   Owen Thompson 

   Delaney Wells 

4TH GRADE 

   Stephaun Lowe 

   Sydnee Cosgriff 
   Amy Haas 

   Emma Little 

   Harlow Berkes-Dudley 

   Zoe Lovell 
   Blaketon Cavnar 

   Kenny Kauffman 

   Waylon Martin 

   Oliver Cushion 

   Joanna Westendorf - 2 Cert. 
   Loura-Rae Wyatt - 2 Cert. 
   Khloee Cannon - 4 Cert. 

5TH GRADE 

   Avery Puls 

   Antaune Allen 

   Harlow Bender 

   Kenidee Hepker 

   Carter Stewart 
   Madelyn Michels 

   Caylee Cole 

   Christopher Streif 
   Grayson Blume 

   Ashton Squires 

6TH GRADE 

   Piper Hepker 

   Kaedon Koch 

Dear West Central Families, 

 

The West Central School District continues to work in partnership with our local, state, and federal health 

agencies as well as our board and school committees to receive and share daily updates, guidance and  

mandates surrounding COVID-19.  We will continue to work with Public Health Officials at the town, county, 

and state level as we make decisions that impact all of us. 

 

One change approved at the board meeting on Monday, Oct. 19th, is that the district will be moving to 2:10 

early dismissals on every Wednesday starting Nov. 4th until the end of the calendar year. The previously 

scheduled two hour early outs on November 19th and 25th will remain the same.  

 

Parents can arrive at the U to pick-up their students between 2:00pm and 2:20pm.  

 

We will review the need to continue with this change in the school schedule with the West Central school 

board at the December board meeting.  

 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding as we navigate this ever-changing school year.  

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

The West Central District Leadership Team 



Happy Fall to you all! Preschool has been so busy  

learning about apples, pumpkins, and fall changes.  We 

created many fun apple crafts, talked about the 

lifecycle of an apple and even got to cook with apples 

and make homemade applesauce. 

After we learned all about apples we began to talk 

about pumpkins and how they grow. We created fun 

pumpkin projects and of course opened up our pumpkin 

to see what was inside. As always we are learning new 

letters and sounds, reviewing our numbers, working on  

October has had the Kindergarten class busy, busy, busy!  It is hard to believe we have our first  
quarter of school behind us!  Here is what we have been up to: 

We completed another set of sounds in Jolly Phonics!  We are now on our 3rd set of sounds and will be  
reading before you know it!! 

In Reading we have been learning many new sight words.  We have been learning about characters,  
setting, problems and solutions and have been working on story recall.  We also have been working on  
uppercase and lowercase letter recognition, beginning sounds, rhyming words and CVC words. 

In Math we just finished up a unit introducing the number rack, and continue with a unit counting  
numbers up to 10.  We are reinforcing the ability to recognize groups of five and less, and are working to find 
strategies other than 1s counting.  We will have further opportunities to regard numbers  
between 5 and 10 as “5 and some more,” and will use various objects, including fingers, to count on  
from 5. 

Since we learned about Fire Safety during Fire Safety Week,  we made fire safety posters in Art, read stories 
and talked about how we can prevent and stay safe in the event of a fire.  We loved all of the Halloween 
themed activities that we did throughout the month, too!  

 

Happy Fall to you all!! First grade has been so busy learning about addition 

strategies, the sky and story structure! We have been creating addition and 

subtraction domino flip cards from our new math curriculum, talking about 

the phases of the moon, and even got to use play dough to create the  

different types of landforms, including types of water. When it comes to story 

structure ask your kiddos to sing our story structure song! 

We have begun to talk about story problems as well. We continue to work 

hard on letters that are tall, fall and small in all aspects of the classroom. We 

will focus on our story problems, sentence writing, and natural resources in 

November.  

-Mrs. Morse 



Wow, it’s hard to believe that November is already here.  The third  
graders have been working really hard in all subject areas these past 
couple of months.  I think one of their favorite parts of our new math  
curriculum is our work places.  The third graders really enjoy these 
math learning games.  Our curriculum will pick up speed and knowing 
the basic math facts fluently will benefit all students.  Please encourage 
your child to practice their basic math facts at home every night. 
In reading the third graders have been working hard on becoming  

accurate and expressive readers.  We will also continue to work on comprehension and using vari-
ous strategies to help make these connections to our reading.  The third graders will be working 
more on their writing skills this month.  We will be writing an opinion paper.  These are always in-
teresting for me to read, because I get to see the reasoning behind their opinion about a particular 
topic. 

In November, 4th graders will see a change in their science unit. We will move 
away from learning about environments and begin to learn about energy and 
magnetism. This has always been a favorite amongst the 4th graders. One of 
the activities that the kids find most interesting is when we make our own 
compass to find true north. We will continue to learn about the different  
regions in our country in social studies. The students began with the northeast 
but will travel through to the southeast region, just in time for winter! We’ve 
enjoyed reading the stories and articles from our Journeys book and will  
continue to use the vocabulary and grammar lessons in our writing. The next 

writing unit will be a persuasive letter where we will be incorporating our science and social studies units. 
Fourth graders, please continue to practice your multiplication facts nightly!  
-Mrs. Even 

Second Grade is working on adding to 20 and we have started to review subtrac-
tion facts to 10.  We are also writing number equations and learning to tell time 
to the 5 minute mark.  We have been engaging in a lot of Halloween related ac-
tivities including writing about what we would do if we were ghosts.  This week 
we’ll write about what it feels like and sounds like in a Haunted House.  We will 
wrap up our investigations on rocks and begin to talk about how sand forms.  



Hello all- 

Fall is in the air and along with that comes colder weather and snow. That cooler weather means warmer 

clothing including coats, hats, boots and gloves, especially for the elementary kiddos. 

Just a reminder, warm weather may have left us but unfortunately COVID-19 has not. Please remember 

the importance of masking up, hand washing and covering mouths when coughing. Any student riding the 

bus MUST have a mask on while on the bus. We have found kids repeatedly getting on the bus without 

them. Please make sure your child is will hydrated and has a water bottle with them to drink throughout 

the day. 

If your student is sick please follow our guidelines to stay home. Make sure to call the office and let them 

know what symptoms your child might be having. This is to help me with the reports to the state on 

COVID and influenza. They use our results to track what illnesses are out there. If your students is out with 

COVID symptoms but test negative, they must have an alternative diagnosis from the provider. 

If anyone has any questions please feel free to contact me at the school and I will go over everything with 

you. You can also find information on the West Central website under COVID 19 IF THEN/WHAT IF. I work 

very closely with Fayette County Community Health and the Iowa Department of Public Health. 

Stay warm. Stay safe. And be kind.  

- Bonnie West, RN 

West Central will recognize Veteran’s Day Wednesday,  
November 11th by honoring those who have fought or served 
our country.  This year’s Veteran’s Day performances will be 
streamed in an online format.  Performances by the HS Band 
and Choir will be posted to the school website. 



 

Boost 

Each year the West Central “At-Risk” Committee helps families at Christmas 

time that are having a tough time. Decisions on whether to put tires on the 

car or buy gifts for your children are extremely difficult.  

If you know a family that needs a boost this Christmas, contact Steve Milder 

at 637-2283.  All contacts are kept confidential. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 16th-20th will mark the annual observance of American Education Week. This  

presents all Americans with an opportunity to celebrate public education and honor  

individuals who are making a difference in ensuring every child receives a quality education. 

We highlight this importance by taking this opportunity to say “THANK YOU” to our parents, 

school board, administrators, current educators, substitute and retired teachers, students, bus 

drivers, nurse, paraprofessionals, secretaries, librarians, Keystone AEA, cooks, janitors, Booster 

Club members, coaches, volunteers and our communities in their unified effort to maintain 

this great public school. 

Today, all of you do more than teach basic skills, we all nurture and inspire children despite  

obstacles. We help students learn essential skills not always measured in testing, such as  

critical thinking, conflict resolution, cooperation, and problem solving, which help students  

throughout life. 

Thank you for taking time to make a difference in the lives of the students we have the honor 

to teach. 



Educational Equality 
It is the policy of the West Central Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age (employment only), marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity and  

socioeconomic status (students/programs only) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance 

procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance  

related to this policy please contact the district's Equality Coordinator. 

Fred Matlage, Superintendent  

305 Pember St., 563-637-2283 fmatlage@wc.k12.ia.us 

In America, Homeless Children are Never School-less Children 
 

Do you know of any homeless children living in the West Central Community School District?  Iowa law provides a free public  

education to all qualifying children, including those who might be temporarily homeless.  West Central Community School stands 

ready to provide education services to all qualifying children currently residing in our district. 

If you have any information regarding qualified children currently not enrolled, please contact  

Matthew Molumby, PK-12th Principal at 563.637.2283. 

If you are the parent/guardian of a Homeless Child, please contact our school.  We are committed to providing a quality education to 

all children. 

Homeless Child or Youth is defined as a child or youth from age of 3 years through 21 years who laces a fixed, regular, and adequate 

nighttime residence and includes the following: 

1. A child or youth who is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; is 

living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations; is living in an 

emergency or transitional shelter; is abandoned in a hospital; or is waiting foster care placement. 

2. A child or youth who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or a private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a 

regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.. 

3. A migratory child or youth who qualifies as Homeless because the child or youth is living in circumstances described in  

paragraphs “1” through “3” above. 

   

Tell your senior student how proud of them you are by  

purchasing a parent ad in our yearbook. The yearbook staff is  

currently selling senior parent ads for the 2020-2021 yearbook.  The 

cost is $25. This can include a photo(s) and a message.  The area for 

the ad is approximately 3.5 x 2.25”.  If you have questions, contact 



November - Responsibility 

 

RESPONSIBILITY is the theme for the month of November.  A responsible person does what they are  
supposed to do, thinks about how their actions affect others, and accepts the consequences of their  
choices.  Being responsible also means to do your best and work hard at whatever you do. 

 
Please help your child develop as a responsible person.  Teach them to be reliable and dependable by giving 
them small chores around the house and make a chart to show their completion of them.  Examples might 
be:  make their bed every day, read or do homework at a designated time and place, feed a pet, help set the 
table, or other duties that are part of your family life.  These jobs will help the child develop pride and a 
sense of value when she/he is responsible for certain tasks.  Praise them for completing them and set up 
consequences when the jobs are not done. 

 
A person should ask: 

Did I do what I was supposed to do? 
Did I think about how my actions would affect others? 
Did I always try to do my best? 
 

Books about RESPONSIBILITY: 
The Best Bug to Be by Dolores Johnson 
Curious George Rides a Bike by H.A. Rey 
Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie by Peter and Connie Roop 
Sounder by William H. Armstrong 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 

 Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse  

 West Central will be serving its Holiday Dinner on Tuesday, 

November 17th, 2020. This will be carry out or delivery 

ONLY. If you are a senior citizen and would like to enjoy the 

holiday meal, please call the school to make your  

reservation. Please call by Thursday, November 12th.  

563-637-2283 

West Central Drama Department is excited to announce their fall  

production of Please Fund the Arts to be held in the auditorium on  

November 13th and 14th. Our very own West Central Senior, Erin 

Hamlett, has written the script to personally suit her cast member.   

The reality of small school struggles mixed with some fun antics  

promises to present an enjoyable evening for everyone! 

 

Watch for further announcements on the details of the performances. 

Times will be adjusted to comply with the CDC regulations of social  

distancing for our audience and our performers.  We look forward to 

having you as our guests!  


