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10/30/2020 

To: Lennox School District Families 

From: Chad Conaway, Superintendent  

Re: COVID-19 case update-New information, please read the entire document 

Greetings Lennox School District Families, 

 

This week proved to be one of our more difficult weeks with positive cases throughout the 

district. We went nearly five weeks without any confirmed COVID-19 cases in our buildings and 

today we are at an all-time high of 22 positive cases district wide (see the COVID-19 case update 

link below). With the state, and more specifically our region, seeing record highs for positive 

cases, it’s reasonable to expect that we may see more cases. This said, I want to reiterate the 

importance of practicing the precautions noted at the end of this message. Also, please screen for 

symptoms at home and do not send sick children to school.  

 

We’ve seen cases with very mild symptoms end up testing positive. There are several concerns 

with this, but I want to highlight two: 1.) Although your symptoms with COVID-19 may be 

mild, the next person’s symptoms may be severe. 2.) Positive staff cases will be the quickest way 

to force us to close our doors temporarily. Our substitute list is short and when we reach a point 

that we can no longer carry out the essential functions of our school day, I will have no option 

but to move us to Phase 3 of our Return to Learn plan (currently in Phase 2). We anticipate the 

positive COVID-19 cases in our district will improve next week with many recoveries expected, 

but this is assuming they are not replaced with new cases. Again, please be diligent in following 

the precautions to avoid illness. 

 

Testing 

We are receiving a limited supply of BinaxNOW rapid tests from the SD DOH. Recently, the 

school board approved policies which will allow us the ability to conduct rapid COVID-19 

testing at school. The tests are intended to only be used when symptoms are present. Therefore, it 

will be under limited circumstances that we will be able to use the tests. An example of this 

circumstance is as follows: a healthy student or staff member comes to school but begins to 

exhibit symptoms of COVID-19 during the day, we may elect to test them if written and verbal 

consent to do so is obtained. The results of the test will be forwarded to the SD DOH and we will 

take action accordingly.  

 

As I mentioned previously, some symptoms are very minor or replicate other mild illnesses in 

which isolation or quarantine is unnecessary, e.g. allergies or common cold without a fever. The 

test allows us to confirm a negative or positive COVID-19 case in 15 minutes. If circumstances 

allow, and you know you would like to allow your child to be tested, you may complete a 

“release of information and informed consent” form by accessing this link https://5il.co/mnhu. 

Please submit one form for each child to their building secretary. I also included links to the 

https://5il.co/mnhu
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policies governing testing as well as a short video on BinaxNOW testing for your review. Tests 

will be administered in full PPE attire by the school nurse, principal, or secretary who have 

received training by the SD DOH to administer these tests. You may contact your building 

principal or school nurse with any questions.  

 

BinaxNOW video (how the test works): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37OAW1RbUUQ  

Code 507.4A Communicable Disease Testing: https://5il.co/mnht 

Code 507.4A1 Release of Information and Informed Consent: https://5il.co/mnhu  

Code 507.4A2 Handout for Individuals Participating in Rapid COVID-19 Testing: 

https://5il.co/mnhv  

 

COVID CASE UPDATE: https://5il.co/mnnb (Please note that the numbers in these updates 

represent student and staff cases collectively. In order to protect the rights provided under 

HIPAA and FERPA, I am unable to separate student and staff cases as it may over identify one 

particular case. We are attempting to be transparent without violating the privacy of our students 

and staff)  

 

School Lunch 

On September 30, I announced that the district was approved for a waiver through USDA to 

provide free breakfast and lunch to all students in grades JK-12 through December 31. Our food 

service director, Robbin Symens, was able to get the waiver extended through the end of the 

2020-2021 school year. Provided funding is not depleted, ALL students in grades JK-12 will 

continue to receive their reimbursable breakfast and lunch meals for free. I will again note that 

ala carte items are not included in the reimbursable meal and will be deducted from the students 

lunch account accordingly (examples of ala carte items include: second milk, double portions, 

snack, beverages, etc.). 

 

Please continue to practice the following precautions to avoid illness: 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use an alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer 

 Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

 Refrain from touching your eyes, nose, and mouth 

 Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue 

 Clean frequently touched surfaces and objects 

 

Have a great weekend! 

 

Dr. Chad Conaway, Superintendent 

Lennox School District 
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