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Contact Information 

Mohave Valley Connections Academy 

Patrick Turco 
turcop@mvdistrict.net 
MVCA Director, Director of Innovation 
 

928-768-2507 
X8007 

Keren Walker 
walkerk@mvdistrict.net 
Grades K-8 
 

928-768-2507 
X6010 

Taylor Dutcher 
dutchert@mvdistrict.net  
Instructional Support Staff 

928-577-5765 
X6011 

 

Mohave Valley Elementary School District Office 

Cole Young 
youngc@mvdistrict.net 
Superintendent 
 

928-768-2507 
X8008 

Mandy Waxler 
waxlerm@mvdistrict.net 
Director of Special Education, Curriculum 
 

928-768-3986 
X4002 

Stacy Fernandez 
fernandezs@mvdistrict.net 
District Secretary 
 

928-768-2507 
X8001 

Debbie Doolin 
doolind@mvdistrict.net 
Admissions, Synergy 
 

928-768-2507 
X8004 

Jenette King 
kingj@mvdistrict.net 
Business Manager 
 

928-768-2507 
X8007 

Sara Bruegge 
bruegges@mvdistrict.net 
Human Resources 
 

928-768-2507 
X8001 

Margie Poppin 
poppinm@mvdistrict.net 
Director of Food Services 

928-768-2507 
X8004 
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Welcome to Mohave Valley Connections Academy! 

Where learning is not bound by time and space 

 

Welcome to Mohave Valley Connections Academy!  Your job here is an important one.  
You will be learning the skills necessary to be a responsible and contributing citizen.  
It will take hard work on your part.  Our teachers and staff will do all that they can to 
help you in this endeavor.  Our goal is to ensure your time with us is enjoyable and 

successful. 

MVCA’s coursework is provided using the SchoolsPLP Platform.  SchoolsPLP aligns 
to Arizona State Standards, and MVCA uses its content in combination with highly 
qualified teachers that strategically control the pacing within the platform while 

combining live video instruction to create an immersive online learning experience.  
Our students have access to all core curriculum, as well as elective, Advanced 

Placement (AP), and Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses.  Furthermore, 
MVCA students retain access to all district-wide offerings, such as libraries, sports 

and school events. 

Students in Mohave Valley Connections Academy should expect to commit a minimum 
of 20 hours per week directly engaged in the program.  Additionally, there is work that 
can be done while offline, and there will be a number of opportunities for students to 
video conference with instructional staff via Google Meets.  These conferences enable 

students to receive additional help with content material and to provide interaction 
appointments for any other purpose. 

This handbook is intended to provide students and parents/guardians with important 
information about Mohave Valley Connections Academy.  Read the handbook carefully.  

You will be responsible for following the rules and procedures herein. 
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MVCA Educational Compact 

 As could be expected, online educational processes carry significant differences when 

compared to traditional, in-person learning.  Despite these differences, student safety and learning 

remain at the priority.  In order to maximize the success of this educational model, there are specific 

responsibilities that must be accepted by all stakeholders involved.  They are outlined below. 

 

MVCA Faculty and Staff: 

 Provide a high quality curriculum aligned to AZ State Standards. 
 Encourage parents’ involvement in the decision-making process. 
 Communicate with parents and schools. 
 Update grades weekly. 
 Respond to emails within 24 hours (business days). 
 Commit to Weekly Office Hours 
 Provide bi-weekly progress reports indicative of current grades and activity (email). 
 Foster a community with families to support student learning. 
 Inform families of required health screens and district accommodations to such. 

 

Parents/Guardians: 

 Encourage and monitor online activity and progress. 
 Verify student engagement weekly 
 Respond to school’s feedback regarding students’ academic progress and activity. 
 Participate in school communication and parent-teacher conferences. 
 Participate in student learning as much as possible. 
 Support and model online learning by establishing a consistent place and time of study. 
 Discuss and maintain expectations for learning at home. 
 Ensure that all District Benchmark and State Assessments at a district site 
 Attend applicable, district-offered health screening or submit documentation by the deadline. 

 

Students: 

 Log in and complete assigned work daily. 
 Reach the required amount of time engaged in school work. 
 Communicate with the teacher and parent/guardian when help is needed. 
 Use technology appropriately and maintain proper online etiquette. 
 Attend live sessions whenever possible (cameras on). 
 Attend Office Hours as needed 
 Perform his/her best work. 
 Take all District Benchmark and State Assessments at a district site 
 Wear a MVCA uniform shirt when on school campuses during school hours 
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District and School Vision Statements 

 

 

MVESD Vision Statement: 

Student Focused!  Future driven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MVCA Vision Statement: 

Learning is not bound by time and space.  
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Mohave Valley Elementary School District #16 

2022-2023 School Year Calendar 
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Policies and Procedures 

Computer Use: 

Each year, parents/guardians are required to complete a Technology Acceptable Use Policy for their 

students before they will be permitted to use district computers/technology. 

Education Program: 

The classes you take at MVCA are intended to teach you to be successful as an individual and as a 

citizen of this community and nation.  The state and local Boards of Education have approved this 

course of study. 

Chromebooks and accessories are provided to you by the district at no cost.  You are responsible for 

the care of school property checked out to you.  If you lose or damage these properties, you will be 

required to pay for them.  In case of transfer or withdrawal from MVESD, records and grades will 

not be sent until all property is accounted for. 

Internet access is required in order to complete coursework in Connections Academy.  If this is a 

concern, please contact the MVESD Office for the district’s current options of assistance. 

Changes to learning models will occur at the soonest grading period.  This allows the student’s 

transition to be efficient and minimize the loss of instruction. 

Emergency Notification: 

Mohave Valley Elementary School District utilizes a district-wide app, available for free in the 

Google Play and Apple stores.  Search for Mohave Valley ESD, AZ.  This app provides connectivity to 

all district news and notifications in one location, as well as a mobile version of www.mvesd16.org.  

This app also allows for push notifications from the district for emergency announcements.  For this 

feature, simply go to Settings and be sure to at least select MV School District. 

In the event of an emergency:  updates will be sent through district’s app, as well as through local 

radio and print media as available.  In order to stay informed, please be sure to subscribe to the 

sources above. 

Homelessness: 

According to the McKinney-Vento Act, eligible students have rights to the following:  immediate 

enrollment, school selection, and eligible programs.  The programs include the following:  Title I 

tutoring and free breakfast and lunch.  The McKinney-Vento Liaison can assist you in making 

decisions, providing notice of any appeal process, and completing dispute forms.  For more 

information, refer to www.azed.gov/populations-projects/home/homeless or contact Cole Young, 

District Coordinator at 928-768-2507. 

http://www.mvesd16.org/
http://www.azed.gov/populations-projects/home/homeless
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Promotion/Retention: 

 The decision to promote or retain a student will be based on whether or not the student can 

show that s/he has mastered the appropriate state academic standards for the corresponding grade 

level.  Factors utilized for consideration of mastery include the following:  report card grades, final 

district benchmark scores, state assessment scores, and attendance. 

Students who fail two or more quarters in the core subjects of English Language Arts and Math, or 

three subjects total, and/or who are lacking more than 72 hours of engagement time will be 

considered for retention.  According to state statute, the teacher has the final say as to whether or 

not a student shall be retained.  Parents can appeal the decision to the Governing Board only if they 

can show that the student has mastered the necessary standards.  The decision of the Governing 

Board is final on all retention proceedings. 

THIRD GRADE EXCEPTION:  Arizona’s Move-On When Reading law requires retention of any third 

grade student who scores Minimally Proficient on the states Reading Assessment. 

Special Education: 

The school maintains a complete special education department to meet the needs of students who 

qualify.  The student, teacher, or guardians can request to have consideration for assistance by 

requesting a Child Study Team (CST) meeting. 

Title I Services: 

Mohave Valley School District provides Title I Federal Program services to students in need of 

additional help in reading and/or math.  Services might include, but are not limited to, individual and 

small group tutoring during the day, during lunch, or before and/or after school.  Services might 

also include re-teach (and enrichment) activities.  Students will be identifies for services by the 

results of their assessments as well as by staff recommendation.  These services are separate from 

Special Education services.  Students identified will continue to receive services until such a time 

where their assessment results or teacher recommendations show that their services are no longer 

needed. 

You have the right to request information regarding the professional qualifications of your child’s 

classroom teacher(s).  If you request this information, the district or school will provide you with the 

following as soon as possible: 

 If the teacher has met state licensing requirements for the grade level being taught 

 If the teacher is teaching under an emergency status, waving state licensing requirements 

 The type of college degree major of the teacher and field of discipline for any certificate 

 If your child is receiving Title I services from paraprofessionals and, if so, qualifications 

If you would like to request this information, please contact the district office. 
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School Records: 

The Governing Board has established written policies regarding the collection, storage, retrieval, 

use and transfer of student educational information collected and maintained pertinent to the 

education of all students to ensure the confidentiality of information and to guarantee parents’ and 

students’ rights to privacy.  These policies and procedures are in compliance with the following: 

 -The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act, Title 20, United States Code, Sections 1232g and 

1232h; and the Federal Regulations (34 CFR, Part 99) issued pursuant to such act 

 -The Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act; 20 USC Chapter 33; and the Federal 

Regulations (34 CFR Part 300); and Arizona Revised Statutes, Title 15, Section 141. 

Student education records are collected and maintained to help in the instruction, guidance, and 

education progress of the student; to provide information to parents and staff members; to provide a 

basis for the evaluation and improvement of school programs; and for legitimate education 

research.  The students; records maintained by the district may include, but are not necessarily 

limited to, identifying data, report cards and transcripts of academic work completed, standardized 

achievement test scores, attendance data, reports of psychological testing, health data, teacher or 

counselor observations, and verified of serious recurrent behavior patterns. 

These records are maintained in the office of the district under the supervision of district 

administrators and are available only to teachers and staff members working with the student.  If 

you son/daughter should transfer to another school, these records will be sent to the new school 

upon its request.  Otherwise, records are not released to most agencies or persons without prior 

written consent of the parent/guardian. 

If you believe information in the record file is inaccurate or misleading, you have the right to request 

that a correction be made and to add comments of your own.  If at any time an agreement between 

the principal and parent cannot be reached, you may contact the superintendent and request a 

hearing. 

You shall be informed when personally identifiable information collected, maintained, or used is no 

longer needed to provide educational services to your child.  The information must be maintained for 

two years after the date you child was last enrolled in this school district. 

Copies of the district student education record confidentiality policies and procedures may be 

reviewed in the assigned office in each school.  Federal law also permits a parent to file a complaint 

with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act Office in Washington D.C., if you feel the school is 

violating public school records policies and statutes.  
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Assignments and Grades 

Grades: 

The grades earned by each student are recorded by the teacher.  The teacher’s grade is final.  

Parents/Guardians who wish to discuss grades should email the teacher directly.  The teacher will 

respond within one business day. 

Grading Scale: 

90-100%  A 80-89%  B 70-79%  C 60-69%  D 59 & Below  F 

Progress Reports: 

Progress Reports are delivered consistent with all schools within the Mohave Valley School District.  

Progress Reports will be emailed to families.  If deemed necessary by the teacher, progress reports 

may be delivered at a more frequent basis. 

Report Cards: 

Report cards will be issued on the last day of each quarter.  These will be distributed via email and 

viewable via ParentVue.  Email versions of report cards will be available in a printer-friendly format.  

Assignments: 

MVCA students are responsible for completing all coursework as assigned.  Such coursework must 

be submitted by the indicated due date by the teacher and within the Connections Academy platform.  

Late and additional submissions of work are only accepted at the discretion of the teacher.  
Assignments that are missing at the time grades are due to be posted will earn a score of zero.  At 

the discretion of the teacher, assignments are permitted to be resubmitted.  Assignments that have 

earned the score of an “A” or higher will not be eligible for resubmission. 

State and Benchmark Testing 

MVCA students will be required to take quarterly Galileo (district benchmark) and AZM2 (state 

achievement) tests, and DIBELS consistent with all other students within the district.  Students will 

take these tests at a MVESD school site, proctored by a MVESD employee.  Results will be shared 

with families as scores are calculated. 

Academic Dishonesty 

Forms of Academic Dishonesty, such as plagiarism, are not acceptable submissions of work in 

MVCA.  Pursuant to Board Policy {JK-R}, student work deemed to be representing the work of 

another individual as his/her own will not be accepted.  Submissions of this nature are subject to a 

score of zero. 
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Attendance and Logging In 

 

All children should attend school each day that school is in session.  Sometimes, however, children 
may become ill or have another valid excuse for being absent.  If your child is unable to log in or 
complete the day’s tasks, communication with the teacher is required, explaining the reason.  
Without this communication, the absence will remain unexcused. 

 

Excused Absences are a legal excuse due to illness, doctor or dentist visits, or serious family 
emergencies.  Teachers may allow students to make up work missed due to excused absences. 

Unexcused Absences pertain to those that do not fall into the above categories.  Students may be 
subject to failing grades for work missed due to unexcused absences. 

 

In order to participate in special activities, such as sports and school events, students must attend 
at or above the state-mandated 90% attendance rate.  Conferences are required when students 
become behind by 20, 40, and 60 hours of engagement.  At an 80 hour deficiency, the student may be 
scheduled for a hearing before the governing board.  At that time, the student a truancy report will 
be filed; disciplinary measures will be considered (including a referral to the courts); and the 
student will be exited from Mohave Valley Connections Academy. 
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Extracurricular and After-School Events 

 As part of the Mohave Valley Elementary School district, students enrolled in and attending 

Mohave Valley Connections Academy are entitled to participation in any events that are offered to 

their grade-level peers attending school in person. 

 

Sports: 

 Sports offered by the district are available to MVCA students of acceptable age, disciplinary 

standing, and academic standing.  MVCA students participating on district sports teams are 

responsible for adhering to all district and coach expectations while on the team.  This includes 

applicable team dues, grade requirements, conduct requirements, practice and competition 

attendance, and any sport-specific responsibilities that are set for student-athletes. 

 

Dances and School Events: 

MVCA students are invited to attend any and all district-sponsored events, such as dances 

and festivals, provided that they are attending events held for students that correspond to the online 

students’ grade.  While attending these events, students are responsible for adhering to all 

expectations set by the host school.  These expectations can include dress codes, off-limit areas, 

parental supervision, curfews, entrance fees, disciplinary standing, and academic standing.  It is the 

student’s and student’s family to understand these expectations prior to attending the events. 

 

Book Fairs and Seasonal Sales 

Schools within the Mohave Valley Elementary School District often have periodic book fairs 

and seasonal sale events.  MVCA students are permitted to participate in these events during times 

of open operation.  Students may only attend events that are taking place at a school site that 

corresponds with their grade levels in Mohave Valley Connections Academy. 

 


