
Dear Parents and Families,
 
I wanted to let you know that the Fall Planning Framework that we put out in early August will
have some changes.  The main changes being our response as a school district should our county
or health district area move higher into the orange part or even the red part of the risk dial.  
 
We had to make decisions in late July and early August not knowing how our efforts to mitigate
risk at school would work.  Since that time, both in schools across the state and in our own
district, we have found that with masks, distancing as much as we can, and good hand hygiene
our rates of transmission during the school day are quite low.  At least at this time we don’t
mirror what is happening in our community or health district with regards to spread and
quarantine situations.  We still will have cases and quarantines in our school, but many seem to
be the result of situations outside the school day.  State health officials have told us that schools
are a safe place for students.
 
It is for these reasons that as of this time we won’t automatically change our protocols should we
climb higher in orange and we aren’t planning to automatically shift to remote learning should
our health district or county move into the red part of the risk dial.  We are making these
decisions based upon conversations we have held with Public Health Solutions, an advisory
group from Fillmore County Hospital, and webinars with state health authorities.
 
We will continue to work with Public Health Solutions, Fillmore County Hospital, and health
officials at the state level.  Should we see a pattern of school based spread, the inability to
effectively contact trace, broader community spread that would cause the area to shelter in place,
or a lack of school personnel we would need to consider remote learning.
 
We continue to look at our plans and protocols to try to mitigate risk, but we know that there are
certain places and times when we are more vulnerable.  With the onset of colder weather, we are
no longer able to have some of our students eat outside.  In order to feed as many students as we
have, it can cause some logistical problems for 6 feet distancing and supervision.  We do our best
with the use of extra classrooms, routine disinfecting, and dividers to limit potential exposures.
 We continue to evaluate what we are doing to make things as safe as we can.  
 
Please continue to help us keep students in “In Person” school.  We continue to need your help in
screening your children before sending them to school.  Please keep them home if they aren’t
feeling well or have any symptoms of COVID.  Please continue reminding them of hand hygiene
and wearing masks when social distancing isn’t possible.  
 
I have been on a number of zooms and calls with state and local health officials in the past two
weeks.  It is clear from them that our state is seeing a significant increase in COVID cases.  We
also know that this is happening in our health district and our county.  The Governor has come
out with his “3 C’s to avoid”.
 
They are: Crowded Places, Confined Spaces, and Close Contacts
 
We also have received new guidance from the Nebraska Schools Activity Association with
regards to Winter Activities. We will be sending this out at a later date, but you can find their
information on their website now if you are interested.
 
Our highest priority is to safely educate your children.  We appreciate your continued support
and trust.  If you have any concerns you can call your child’s building principal or myself.
 



 
 
Josh Cumpston


