
November 01, 2020       Pastor Andy McClellan 

“How We Pray for the Persecuted”     2 Corinthians 1:8-11 

Scripture Reading:  2 Corinthians 1:1-7 (ESV) 

 
Outline:  
 
1. We pray for God's _____________ for the persecuted, v. 9 (cf. vv. 4-5; 4:7-11; 12:7-10). 

 
2. We pray for God's _____________________ for the persecuted, v 10 (cf. v. 7; 4:14-5:9). 
 
3. We pray so that God will be _________________because of the persecuted, v. 11 (cf. 2 Cor. 

4:15).  
 

The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church is intended to set 
our minds on remembering to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ who 
are suffering for their faith.  There are many ways to pray as a family for those 
going through persecution.  Here are some resources that your family can 

utilize to pray for persecuted believers around the world. 
 

• Voice of the Martyrs (VOM):  https://www.persecution.com/ 

• Kids of Courage (a children’s version of VOM):  https://www.kidsofcourage.com/  

• Icommittopray.com: https://www.icommittopray.com/  

• Open Doors USA:  https://www.opendoorsusa.org/ 

• Barnabas Aid:  https://barnabasfund.org/us/  

• Torchlighters Videos for Children:  https://torchlighters.org/   
 
As a family, and using your own parental discretion, peruse the websites above with your 
children.  Help them to understand the world beyond the United States and the plight of the 
Church in other nations.  Here’s an article to help you: 
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/talking-to-kids-about-the-persecuted-church/ 
 
Read articles, view videos, donate, and/or pick a people group who is currently undergoing 
persecution and commit to pray for them.  For more resources, contact DCC’s Persecuted 
Church ministry champion, LeAnn Teixeira, by filling out a Communication Card 
(https://dcc.breezechms.com/form/CommCard).  
  
 
NEXT WEEK:  “How’s Your Attitude?” – New series in Philippians  
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IDOP - Prayer Guide for the Week 
 
1. Monday:  The Apostle Paul explains in 2 Cor. 1:8-9 that he had experienced severe 

persecution, likely referring to the events of Acts 19:23-20:1.  That persecution led him to 
“despair of life itself.”  Very few of us have experienced this kind of persecution for our 
faith, but our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world face this every day.   

*Pray for believers in Christ who have received a death sentence for their faith, or who 
are in such despair because of their persecution that they feel as though they are 
already dead.  Pray that they would have strength and hope for God’s deliverance.    
 

2. Tuesday:  2 Cor. 1:9 reveals that Paul believed there was a purpose for their suffering.  It 
was to build their faith so that they relied, not on themselves, but on God.  What are some 
areas in your life where you believe suffering has come in order to get you to trust in God 
and not on yourself or other people?   

*Pray for yourself, and for those who are being persecuted around the world that their 
suffering would increase their faith in God “who raises the dead.” 
 

3. Wednesday:  Paul speaks of God’s “deliverance” three times in v. 10.  What is he referring 
to in each?  In light of ch. 4:14-5:9, what does it mean that he has set his hope on God, “that 
he will deliver us again?”    

*Pray that God would bring deliverance to the persecuted, according to His perfect will.  
Remember as you pray that your prayers may be answered through their release from 
their persecution/captors to their physical homes, or through death where they are 
delivered from this body, to be at home with the Lord.    

 
4. Thursday:  Paul strongly appeals to the Corinthian church in 2 Cor. 1:11 that they “must 

help us by prayer.”  What is the result he is hoping for through the prayers of the church?  
What “blessing” is he talking about in v. 11?  How are people brought to give thanks to God 
because of the prayers offered for the persecuted?   

*Pray that God would be praised and given thanks through the lives of the persecuted. 
 

5. Friday:  Though this week of focus on praying for the persecuted church will soon end, your 
commitment to praying doesn’t have to.  Check out the resources in the “Family Time.” 

*Pray that God would show you what He would have you do beyond this week in 
praying for or participating in the lives of our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 
6. Saturday:  Last Saturday, people around the country celebrated Halloween.  It was also, 

however, also “Reformation Day” where we commemorate Martin Luther’s posting of his 
“95 Theses” for the Wittenberg church door, thus prompting what we know as the 
Protestant Reformation.  That Reformation involved persecution of those who believed the 
Gospel of salvation, not by works, but by grace through faith (cf. Eph. 2:8). 

*Pray that God would give His Church boldness to live and preach the Gospel in the face 
of persecution, opposition, and that true reformation of the heart would take place in 
the lives of people.    


