
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured from left to right: Ms. Phyllis Taborn, 7th Grade Assistant Principal, Mr. Richard Brown, 6th Grade Assistant Principal, 

Dr. Keli N. Ross, Principal,  Mr. Roberto Paredes, 8th Grade Assistant Principal, and Mr. Shawn Walsh, Associate Principal 

Come Together 

Welcome to the first edition of the Mighty Mustangs Express for 

the 2020-20201 school year.  This e-newsletter is being brought to 

you by the Administrative Team of Memorial as a way to keep 

you informed of the great things taking place at our school.  The 

staff of Memorial Junior High School would like to thank our 

Mighty Mustang parents for their efforts in helping   maintain       

student academic growth during this health pandemic.  Parents, we 

know that you are doing your best to support your child’s learning at 

home while they are away from school. Studies have shown that 

when schools and families work together to support learning,      

children do better in school.  The Memorial Junior High School staff 

supports and encourages this important home/school partnership.   

With the support and hard work of my staff and Administrative 

Team, we will move forward providing positive and productive         

education opportunities for our students.  As you read through our 

Mighty Mustangs Express newsletter, you will be provided with     

information about Memorial programs and events.  I hope you enjoy 

this edition of the Mighty Mustangs Express. 

Dr. Keli N. Ross, Principal                                                                                       

Memorial Junior High School 
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Memorial Junior High 

School Mission 

Memorial Junior High 
School will provide a safe 

and positive learning       
environment that will       

foster academic growth, 

while  preparing all          
students to be productive    

citizens. Our mission        
includes highly qualified 

staff who strive to develop 
well-rounded students with 

the knowledge, character, 

and self- esteem to be           
successful young adults. 



Welcome to the Mighty Mustangs Family!  

Salutations mighty Mustangs...My name is Carmen 
Berry, the new MJHS school nurse.  This is my first 
year as a school nurse and I'm very excited to be a 
part of this great community.  I have two years'      
experience working at the University of Chicago 
Ingalls Memorial hospital on the cardiac/telemetry 
unit.  I've also worked home health and private duty 
nursing for one year.  I earned my bachelor's degree 
in nursing from Resurrection University. I'm a native 
of Texas, enjoy spending time with my family and 
watching football...go Cowboys! I'm extremely pas-
sionate about helping others that are in need and  
extremely honored to serve as your school nurse. 

My name is Richard Brown and I have been in educa-
tion for the past 13 years. I began my career as an edu-
cator with Sunnybrook School District 171 as a 
paraprofessional and fifth grade teacher. In the past 
two years, I served as Assistant Principal at Greenwood 
Elementary School in South Holland. In my free time I 
love reading, sports and listening to music! I enjoy 
working with young people because I believe that they 
can be easily influenced, and I want to influence them 
in the right way! 

Mrs. Berry—School Nurse 

Mr. Brown—6th Grade Assistant Principal 

Greetings, Mustang students and families! My 
name is Mrs. Gillespie, and I am thankful to be a 
part of the Mustang family this school year. This 
year begins my third full year of teaching.  My 
passion for teaching and learning runs deep and 
stretches wide. In my spare time, I love to exer-
cise and hang with my six-year-old daughter.  I 
am thrilled to work with the students and fami-
lies of Memorial.   Here’s to a very different, yet 
amazing school year! 

Mrs. Gillespie—Resource Teachers 



 

Welcome to the Mighty Mustangs Family! Continued 

Greetings Mustang Families!  I am Jennifer Ma-
tos, and I am the 6th Grade Special Education               
Co-Taught Teacher this year.  This is my 9th year 
teaching overall and my second in District 
158.   Last year, I was at Reavis working as the 
Math Intervention Specialist.   When I am not 
teaching, I can be found hanging out with my two 
children, swimming in a pool, or baking in the  
kitchen.   

Mrs. Schuberth is originally from Kansas City, MO, 
but she has lived and traveled all over the world. 
With 10 years of classroom experience as an ESL 
and ELA teacher, she has taught students from 
over 20 different countries. Mrs. Schuberth's     
favorite part of teaching is spending time with her               
students.  

Greetings! My name is Sheena Wilson, and I am thrilled to       
continue my teaching career at Lansing School District 158. I  
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences  
degree from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 
2004. I also received a Master of Arts in Teaching degree from 
Concordia University Chicago in 2009. This school year, I will be 
teaching 7th Grade ELA at Memorial Jr. High. Go Mighty         
Mustangs! I have always had a love for Reading and Writing. The 
two go hand-in-hand! Teaching and being a part of the learning 
process is my ultimate reward as an educator. I look forward to 
working with my colleagues, students, and parents as we all help 
the learners of today become the leaders of tomorrow! 

Mrs. Matos—6th Grade Co-Teachers 

Mrs. Schuberth—7th Grade ELA Teacher 

Mrs. Wilson—7th Grade ELA Teacher 

Ms. Phyllis Taborn, 7th Grade Assistant Principal 
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Teacher Leaders 

6A Team Leader 

Ms. Maricich 

6B Team Leader 

Mrs. Scott 

7A Team Leader 

Ms. Schroeder 

7B Team Leader 

Mr. Winter 

Hi! I am Ms. Maricich, 

Team 6A's math teacher! 

I am so excited for this 

year! I know this is not the 

way we hoped our school 

year would start, but we 

will still have an awesome 

year! I can hardly wait to 

meet you in person!!! 

Keep up all your hard 

work and remember we 

are in this TOGETHER!!!!    

Ms. B. Maricich 

Welcome Team 6B     

family. The transition to 

middle school is not as 

we intended. Neverthe-

less, the goal is to have a     

successful school year.  

You are making history 

as “virtual learners”. 

We look forward to  

seeing you in the halls 

of Memorial.  

Mrs. K. Scott 

Welcome back         

Mustangs! I'm so proud 

of all of you for adapting 

to a new way of learning 

and not letting anything 

get in the way of your 

education. No matter the 

situation, we will always 

learn, grow, and have 

fun together! As long as 

we work hard and help each other 

nothing can stop us! 

Ms. Schroeder 

Team 7B would like to    

welcome everyone back to 

the 2020 school year.  

Though we would love to see 

everyone face to face, we 

know that's not possible just 

yet.  But for now, we are 

back, and we are virtual!  

If you ever have any      

questions, comments, or 

concerns, please do not   

hesitate to email any of us on Team 7B.   

Sincerely, 

Mr. B. Winter 



 

8th Grade 
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Mr. Richard Brown,  6th Grade Assistant Principal 

Teacher Leaders 

Encore Team Leader 

Ms. Newton 

8B Team Leader 

Mrs. Houston 

8A Team Leader 

Mr. White 

Greetings everyone 

from Team 8A!  We are 

so excited to teach the 

Class of 2021 this school 

year.  Please do not   

hesitate to reach out to 

us at any time through 

our emails.  We cannot 

wait to see the growth 

of  every student over 

the course of this school year! 

Mr. J. White  

Welcome to 8th grade! 

As different as this 

school year is right now, 

you are still attending 

8th grade at Memorial 

Junior High and getting 

ready for high school.  

Make it the best 8th 

grade year possible!!! 

Mrs. Nancy Houston 

Welcome to the 2020-21 School Year! 

This is the school year where technolo-

gy skills are more important than ever. 

The skills you are using each and every 

day during this virtual start will serve 

you well into the future! 

Mrs. Lisa Newton  



Boys Basketball will by holding tryouts 

starting January 4th, with games starting 

on January 16th.  Please make sure you 

watch your emails for any contact days beforehand.  Girls Volleyball will start      tryouts on January 11th with games 

starting on January 23rd.  Please be on the lookout for further emails about possible contact dates in the near future.  Girls 

Basketball tryouts have been moved to a March 8th start date.  More information to come as we start to open up sports in 

Illinois.  Band will resume in-person rehearsal within the next couple of weeks.  The schedule will be as follows: 

 

Week 1:  6th grade only 

Tuesday: Flute 

Wednesday: Clarinet 

Thursday: Fr. Horn 

Friday: Bar. And Perc. 

 

Week 2 will be 7th grade on the same schedule and week 3 will be 8th grade on the same schedule.  Students will be        

required to enter at door 19, take their temperature and fill out a wellness form.  You must have signed a waiver form in 

order to rehearse.  Rehearsal times are 7:15AM-7:55AM.  Art club and Choir have started their remote learning.   
 

Mr. Shawn Walsh,  Associate Principal 

Extra-Curricular Activities Update 

PBIS Rewards 

Memorial Junior High School uses P.B.I.S. Rewards as a positive reinforcement system. P.B.I.S.  stands for "Positive 

Behavioral Interventions & Supports."  Memorial Junior High School students have the opportunity to earn points 

known as "Mustang Miles" that can be redeemed for items in our school store. These points are earned by stu-

dents demonstrating the character traits of being Responsible, Respectful, & Safe actions as "Mighty Mustangs" of 

Memorial Junior High School. Here is an informational video for our students and families about P.B.I.S. 

Introducing PBIS Rewards to Students in Grades 7-12—https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1l3qDPmdFGI 

Students who attended Memorial Junior High last year may already have "Mustang Miles!"  Points from last year 

have been rolled over to this year! Below is information and instructions for students to access their PBIS account. 

Students can check the balance in their account and purchase items from the store by going to the "P.B.I.S. Re-

wards" website and following the instructions below: 

PBIS Rewards— https://www.pbisrewards.com 

• Click "Login" in the upper right corner 

• Scroll down and click "Student Login" 

• Enter the name of the school 

• Enter your first initial 

• Enter your last initial 

• Enter your student ID number 
 
Mr. Roberto Paredes,  8th Grade Assistant Principal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1l3qDPmdFGI
https://www.pbisrewards.com/


 

Mighty Mustang Support  
 

 Teachers are available at the following times each day to provide assistance to students and conduct phone 

conferences with parents to address any questions: 

6th Grade Daily Support Times: 

9:45 am – 10:20 am 

1:55 pm – 3:15 pm 

7th Grade Daily Support Times: 

9:00 am – 9:35 am 

12:25 pm – 1:00 pm 

2:30 pm – 3:15 pm 

8th Grade Daily Support Times: 

10:30 am – 11:05 am 

1:10 pm – 1:45 pm 

2:30 pm – 3:15 pm  

Encore & PE Daily Support Times: 

11:40 am – 12:15 pm  

2:30 pm – 3:15 pm  

 If you need to schedule time to conference with your child’s grade level team, please feel free to contact the 

grade level Team Leaders to schedule a meeting time. 

6th Grade Team Leaders:  

Ms. Maricich (Team 6A) – bmaricich@d158.net 

Mrs. Scott (Team 6B) – kscott@d158.net 

7th Grade Team Leaders:  

Ms. Schroeder (Team 7A) – aschroeder@d158.net  

Mr. Winter (Team 7B) – rwinter@d158.net  

8th Grade Team Leaders:  

Mr. White (Team 8A) – jwhite@d158.net 

Mrs. Houston (Team 8B) – nhouston@d158.net  

Encore Team Leaders:  

Mrs. Newton –  lnewton@d158.net  

PE Department Chair:  

Mr. Faughn – jfaughn@d158.net   

 Remember to complete and submit the Computer Equipment Loan Agreement and the Consent for Participa-

tion form if you are still in need of a laptop for your child to use during e-learning.  The forms must be sub-

mitted to your child’s grade level Assistant Principal and they will contact you when laptops are ready to be 

picked up. 

Dr. Keli N. Ross, Principal 

mailto:bmaricich@d158.net
mailto:kscott@d158.net
mailto:aschroeder@d158.net
mailto:rwinter@d158.net
mailto:jwhite@d158.net
mailto:nhouston@d158.net
mailto:lnewton@d158.net
mailto:jfaughn@d158.net


Upcoming Events 
 

 Report Cards Mailed Home – Thursday, October 22nd   

 Parent Teacher Conferences – Monday, November 2nd  

from 1 pm—4pm and 5 pm—8 pm 

 No School (Election Day) – Tuesday, November 3rd  

 No School (Veterans Day) – Monday, November 9th  

 Mid-term Progress—November 13th  

 2 pm Dismissal—November 24th  

 Thanksgiving Break—November 25th—27th  

 End of Quarter 2—December 18th 

 2 pm Dismissal—December 18th 

Future publications of the Mighty       

Mustangs Express will be produced 

through our Power School parent email   

listing.  If you have not already provided 

your email address to the school, please 

do so by emailing your information to 

School Secretary Ms. Sonia Barbosa at 

sbarbosa@d158.net or School Secretary   

Mrs. Veronica Herrera at                        

vherrera@d158.net.  You can also call   

708-474-2383. 

Memorial Junior High School                              
2721 Ridge Road                                                              

Lansing, Il. 60438                                                         

Phone: 708-474-2383                                              

Fax:708-474-8463 

E-Learning Schedule Reminder 

 
 Group A students will participate in online direct virtual instruction on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  This group is divided 

based on their last name (Group A = Last Names Starting with A – L).  Group B students will participate in online direct 

virtual instruction on Wednesdays and Fridays.  This group is divided based on their last name (Group B = Last Names 

Starting with M – Z). 

 If students are receiving live direct virtual instruction for the day, they should report to their class on Microsoft Teams 

by 9 am. If students are more than 10 minutes late for any class, they will receive a tardy for the class. 

 If students are not receiving live instruction for the day, they must go to each of their classes and complete posted 

assignments .  Students must complete the listed assignment by the due date provided by the teacher. 

 The following Encore classes meet as a full class every Tuesday through Friday: Art, Character Education, Music, 

STEM, and Technology. Students must sign into their Encore class for live instruction Tuesday-Friday. 

 During live direct virtual instruction, students must have their video camera on so that the teacher can see them   

during class instruction.  Avatars and pictures are not allowed.  The teacher must see each student’s face in real time 

during the Microsoft Teams class sessions. Students must be appropriately dressed for school. Students who are not 

visible for class may be marked absent and/or lose class participation points.  If students are having problems with 

their video, their teacher should be notified as soon as possible.  

 Teachers are available for office hours every Monday from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm.  Also, on Mondays Homebase    

Teachers will continue to make phone calls home to check on student progress and provide support as needed. 
 

Dr. Keli N. Ross, Principal 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Staff Available 
9:00 am – 2:30 pm 

E-Learning 
9:00 am – 2:30 pm 

E-Learning 
9:00 am – 2:30 pm 

E-Learning 
9:00 am – 2:30 pm 

E-Learning 
9:00 am – 2:30 pm 


