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Student Spotlight 
Matt Miolen

Cleveland Middle School’s 7th and 8th grade football 
teams took on cross-town rivals the Lake Forest Bruins 
the week of September 26th. To help our “Boys in Blue” 
get ready for the game, CMS students, faculty and staff 
participated in spirit week Monday - Thursday. There 
were dress up days, door and hallway decorations, 
prizes, lots of Raider Pride, and our first ever virtual pep 

rally! It’s hard to 
tell who had 
more fun during 
the week, the 
teachers or the
students! Each day was themed, and Monday was 

Hawaiian Day. 
Tuesday was full 
of school spirit as 
we had “extreme 
blue raider day.” 
Wednesday, 
found the likes of 
Superman, 
Wonder Woman, 
and even a 
school nurse for

Superhero day! We ended the week with Thursday’s 
dress up day: western day. Each grade level had a winner 
for the door decorating contest, and they were treated to 
donuts as a prize. Mrs Early’s 6th grade class was the

overall door winner with the theme scholars and 
champions. Our coaches worked tirelessly to 
plan and execute a first-class virtual pep rally 
safely recognizing our fall athletes, watching the 
performances of our dance and cheer teams, 
and involving every student at CMS. The event 
was also available on Facebook’s LiveStream for 
parents, CMS virtual students, and the 
community!                             

Matt attended E.L. Ross 
Elementary, and finished his 
elementary career at CCCES 
before joining the 6 green team 
at CMS. His favorite thing about 
school is the interactions that 
he has with his friends each day 
and the rewards that CMS 
offers, such as Raider Way Day. 
Matt’s favorite class is Raider Fit 
because, “[he] gets to be 
competitive and move around.” 
Matt also plays basketball, and 
he enjoys hanging out with his
friends in his 
neighborhood. 
When asked about 
his favorite teacher, 
he said, “Mrs. 
Esquinance because 
she makes the 
activities both fun 
and challenging. “ 

Football Spirit Week



Here’s What’s Happening at CMS

Dr. Laing is 
named Tennessee 
State Principal of 

the Year in an 
online banquet on 

October 20th. 

8th Graders 
celebrated 

“Greek out/Geek 
out” day upon 

finishing a book 
study on Percy 

Jackson.

CMS welcomes 
Amanda Legge 

as a new teacher. 
She teaches ELA 
on the 6 Purple 

Team. 
Teachers get a 
special treat to 
thank them for 

“making 
learning so 

sweet” for our 
students!

Meet our Teacher of the Month: 
Ashley Pemberton
 What an honor to be selected as “teacher of the month!” I have taught 6th 
grade math at Cleveland Middle School for seven years after beginning my 
teaching career in 3rd grade at Stuart Elementary. Since moving to Cleveland, I 
have had so many opportunities to grow and serve in this wonderful community.  
 I attended East Tennessee State University on a full academic scholarship 
after graduating as valedictorian from Sullivan Central High School. I earned both a  
BS in Elementary Education and a Master’s in Educational Technology while 
working as a graduate assistant resident director for the Department of Residence Life. My first real job was 
as a Resident Director at Montana State University in Bozeman, MT. After two very cold years there, I found 
my way back to Cleveland (and sunshine) and began my teaching career in CCS in 2009. 
 My lifelong passion is to create lasting relationships with my students, no matter what age they are. I 
believe that students must first feel safe and accepted in order to learn. This is the philosophy that I apply to 
my classroom and to after school activities which include tutoring and the 4 C’s summer camp, an enrichment 
program for middle school students. I also currently sponsor the service group “Builders Club” and have 
sponsored the student council several years in the past.  
 I am mom to a wonderful 2nd grader at North Lee Elementary. My husband, Brian, daughter, Everlee, 
and I love being part of the Cleveland Community and look forward to many more years here!  

CMS Holds 
awards ceremony 

for last year’s 
class award 

winners and “All 
A’s and B’s.”


