
 

Village of Cooperstown 

Health and Safety Advisory 

Halloween Activities 

 

Halloween activities should be undertaken with extreme care to avoid community spread of 

COVID-19. Many traditional Halloween activities can be high-risk for spreading viruses. In the 

interest of health and safety, the Cooperstown Chamber of Commerce will not host an annual 

Halloween Parade. 

 

According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), there are several safer, alternative, low-risk 

ways to participate in Halloween: 

 Carve or decorate pumpkins with members of your household and displaying them 

 Carve or decorate pumpkins outside, at a safe distance, with neighbors or friends 

 Decorate your house, apartment, or living space 

 Create a Halloween scavenger hunt where children are given lists of Halloween-themed 

things to look for while they walk outdoors admiring Halloween decorations at a distance  

 Have a virtual Halloween costume contest 

 Have a Halloween movie night with people with whom you live 

 Have a scavenger hunt-style trick-or-treat search with your household members in or 

around your home rather than going house to house 

The CDC has classified Trick-or-Treat, Trunk-or-Treat, or other Halloween activities that 

involve close contact with non-household members, whether indoors or out, as high risk.  

The Village of Cooperstown recommends that if you must go out, the following precautions be 

taken: 

 Do not participate in Halloween activities if you are sick, have come in contact with 

someone with COVID-19 in the past 14 days, have tested positive for COVID-19, or 

have traveled to a state with a mandatory quarantine period within the past 14 days 

 Turn off your porch lights on October 31 if you are not participating in Halloween 

activities 

 Plan for contactless pickup of any individual treats you may put out – do not put candy 

in a big bowl but place individually wrapped treats on a surface where they do not come 

in contact with each other   

 Wash your hands often while preparing treats for distribution  

 Practice social distancing and wear a face covering when near others 

Costumed participants: 

 Wear a face covering, rather than a traditional Halloween mask, which covers your 

mouth and nose 

 Only participate in Halloween activities with people with whom you live 

 Stay away from busy areas where you will have to pass others on the sidewalk 



 Do not touch treats that will be given to others 

 Avoid going to houses that do not have a porch light on 

 Refrain from singing, chanting, or screaming when near other people 

Visit the CDC holiday website https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-

coping/holidays.html#halloween for more information.   
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