
 

Partners...   Please share this letter with a friend!   October 2020 
 

We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps. Proverbs 16:9, NLT 
 

What a year! 
Wycliffe's fiscal year ended September 30th. We were 
thrilled to listen to global year-end reports this week. God 
has done incredible things with COVID. Most translation 
teams threw out their strategic plans and watched God 
work in new ways. 

I, Dorothea, sat there shaking my head and asking, how 
can it be that giving to Bible translation was up 24% from 
last year? People have lost jobs. Aren’t world economies 
tanking? And how do we explain new church-centric 
movements initiating Bible translation and saying, "Come, 
help bring Scripture -- we cannot plant healthy churches 
without God's Word in the people's mother tongue." What 
is going on when four full Bibles are translated in only four 
years by a group of over 300 local people? They came 
together at night after they finished their day jobs. It can 
only be God! He is moving through fully-engaged 
churches and communities. Many are taking the lead and 
coming to Wycliffe for consultant checking and 
technology help. The face of Bible translation is becoming 
what we had hoped for! 

We know that God is not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. And we also know 
Jesus said the Good News about the Kingdom would be 
preached throughout the whole world, so that all nations 
will hear it; and then the end will come. We are living in 
exciting times, watching God move toward the fulfillment 
of those truths. 

Cattle, Bandits and God's Spoken Word 
 
These young 
ladies are from 
the people 
group who lived 
just north of 
where we were 
in Kenya.  

 
They've just received God's Word. Recently we heard this 
report: The cattle had been restless. To settle them, the 
Daasanach herders had discovered an unusual thing. As 
night fell, they turned on Proclaimers — audio devices 
that play translated Scripture. Remarkably, the animals 
were soothed to sleep as they listened to God’s Word 

But one night the devices did much more. Bandits from a 
nearby people group plotted to attack the community. As 
they approached, they heard the sound of multiple 
Proclaimers playing the recordings in the pasture. 

“Many warriors have come to defend them!” the bandits 
thought. So instead of attacking, they fled in fear. Lulling 
cattle to sleep and scaring raiders away — a different 
kind of Scripture impact!  

Jim and the Greek 
Jim continues working on 
his current project that 
helps translators worldwide 
-- he can do it right here 
from his living room recliner. 
He still claims it is like 
candy to him -- I am 
thankful that he has those 
skills. Not many people do. 

You may have heard that 
Jim was in the hospital 
recently. The doctors know 
that he had an infection somewhere, which seems to 
have resolved with IV antibiotics, but other than some 
pneumonia, they couldn't find anything else. They 
scanned and imaged him from head to toe and treated 
him very well at the Portland VA hospital. They even gave 
him pajamas instead of the dreaded open-back gown 

He still has some lab work that is troubling to his doctors 
so will go for some more testing. You could ask God to 
give the medical staff wisdom.   



Praise & Prayer Requests 

Please send us your prayer requests so we can pray for you! 

 Praise the Lord that He can even use COVID for His good 
purposes in Bible translation. 

 Praise the Lord for Jim's good medical care. 

 Praise for good foods from our garden this year! 

 Please continue to pray that our Great Physician will bring 
our eldest daughter, Liz, the measure of health needed to 
do the tasks He asks of her -- distance learning with 
second-grade Asher, especially. 

 Please also pray for our daughter, Evangel, and her 
husband, Scott, as they continue to work, do remote school 
with their second-grade daughter, and parent their four-
year-old son. 

 Please ask God to give grace and strength to our son, Will, 
and his wife, Jodi, as they care for Jodi’s Mom and Will 
works out of state. 

 Praise the Lord with us that Nick and Liz's daughter, 
Alyssa, graduated with her elementary education degree!! 

 

From the desert in Northern Kenya to the Pacific NW, Jim and Dorothea have served in Bible 
Translation for over 35 years. To partner with them through giving, you may send funds to Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, PO Box 628299, Orlando, FL 32862-8200, with a separate note saying that you 
prefer it be applied to the Wycliffe ministry of Jim and Dorothea Lander (221845). You can also give 
online at https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/CACE59 or call toll free (800) 992-5433 and ask to speak 
with staff in Donor Relations. They can help you set up recurring gifts, an electronic funds transfer or 
another option. (Jim & Dorothea 16573 SE Widgeon Ln, Damascus Oregon 97089) 
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