
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Damascus Community Church & Damascus Christian School update on COVID-19 emergency, October 25, 2020  
 
We continue to monitor the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and review all the latest guidelines and recommendations 
presented by a multitude of reliable sources. They include the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
the Oregon Health Authority, Oregon Department of Education, the Governor’s office, and the Humanitarian 
Disaster Institute (HDI). Here is the most up to date information based on official state guidelines: 
 

• Clackamas county remains in PHASE 1 of the Oregon reopening plan, thus we also remain in PHASE 1 of 
our DCC Regathering Plan. 

• Although we continue to be in PHASE 1, State leadership and health officials continue to make 
adjustments that directly affect our campus. They specifically deal with gathering sizes and mask 
requirements. The new guidelines are as follows: 

o Gatherings: 
▪ We can have multiple groups of 50 on campus at the same time as long as we follow 

these requirements: 

• Each gathering has its own entrance and exit 

• Each gathering has its own set of restrooms 

• No gathering can share any common areas (hallways, lobbies, staircases, etc.) 

• Face masks or coverings must be worn indoors by everyone 5 yrs. old and up.  
▪ Within the gathering guidelines of 50 people per gathering, maximum occupancy of 

each indoor and outdoor area must maintain the requirements of at least six (6) feet of 
physical distance between “parties”, and limit number of individuals on the premises 
accordingly. Use 35 square feet per person as a guide. So for a group of 50 people, it 
would require just under 1800 square feet. 

o Masks: 
▪ Indoors, masks are required at all times. There is no longer an exemption for 6 feet of 

social distancing. Masks must be worn by church and school employees, adult 
congregation, school parents, ministry volunteers, students, children age 5 and up, 
campus guests, contractors, and vendors. This includes all common areas throughout 
the facilities such as meeting rooms, the lobby, hallways, staircases, etc. (An exception 
will be made for when staff members are alone in their office or classroom). 

▪ Outdoor masks are required when 6 feet of social distancing cannot be maintained. 
▪ Note: There is an exception for churches that our broadcasting (live or taped) services 

and do not have an in-person audience. Speakers and musicians are not required to 
wear masks on stage if they can maintain 6 feet of social distancing during the service. 

▪ For in-person worship services, masks are required for all on stage. 
 
 
UPDATED CHURCH INFORMATION 
Regathering:  
In light of the guidelines we were able to offer outdoor worship services through the summer, but as the 
weather began to change, we then moved to offering livestreamed services in the gym and lower classrooms. 



Today we are excited to announce a plan to return to live in-person worship services beginning Sunday, 
November 1. Starting next weekend, on campus options will include the following: 

• Two identical live in-person services in the Auditorium at 9am & 11am. 

• We will also continue to provide an in-person livestream gathering in the Gym at 9am & 11:00. 

• Children’s ministry for 3yrs.- 6th grade is offered during the 9am & 11am services in the children’s wing. 
For all the specifics on how to participate in each location and to register to attend, go to: 

https://www.damascuscc.org/article/333429?org=damascus-community-church  

 
When considering attending services or events in-person on campus, please remember to abide by the following 
health and safety guidelines: 

• Be in Good Health - If you are showing any signs of illness or may have been exposed to the coronavirus, 
please continue to join us online. 

• Face masks or coverings are required indoors at all times for people 5 yrs. old and up. 
• The seating configuration in each space has been set up to accommodate proper social distancing. 

Couples/Families may slide their chairs close together, but must be seated six feet from the next closest 
party or “family unit”. 

• “Family units” can be no larger than 10 people and can consist of families and/or close friends that have 
continued to have significant contact throughout the last few months. 

• Welcome one another with non-physical greetings. 
• On Communion Sundays, prepackaged elements will be safely dispersed as you enter the worship area. 
• Be aware restrooms continue to be single-occupancy. The main floor restrooms in the children’s wing 

will be for children’s ministry use only. Doors to access the children’s wing from the lobby will be closed 
to adults attending the service in the Auditorium. We ask that you use the downstairs restrooms. If 
stairs pose a challenge for you, we recommend attending services in the Gym where restrooms are 
easily accessible. 

• We ask that you please exit the gathering space immediately so proper cleaning can be done. However, 
we encourage you to take a few minutes to fellowship with one another in the lobby or parking lot. 

 
Church Office: 

• Our church office hours continue to be 9am - 4pm Monday through Friday. 

• If you have an urgent matter and need to speak to someone right away use our “after hours” phone 
number (503-489-7297). 

 
Church Activities: 

• Sunday Worship Services 
o As referenced above, live in-person services in our Auditorium begin on Sunday, November 1 at 

9am and 11am. There will also be a livestream option available in the Gym. Or you can view the 
services from your home on our YouTube Channel. 

 

• Groups on Campus 
o Community Groups & Ministry Teams: We encourage all community groups and ministry teams 

to consider all group members when making any decisions about whether to meet online or on 
campus.  

o Reserve space on campus for your ministry group, please follow this 2-step process:  
1. Review the Phase 1 Room Use Guidelines (https://5il.co/gwub) 
2. Fill out a Ministry Activity Room Request Form 

(https://dcc.breezechms.com/form/room_request). 
 

• Financial Support 
o During this challenging season we all find ourselves in, God has continued to graciously provide 

financially for the ministries of Damascus Community Church. Thank you for partnering with us 

https://www.damascuscc.org/article/333429?org=damascus-community-church
https://5il.co/gwub
https://dcc.breezechms.com/form/room_request


in accomplishing the mission and vision God has called us to. You can financially support the 
ministry using one of these methods:  

1. Online at our website: Please use our Giving Portal to set up a one time or recurring gift  
2. Bank Bill Pay: Most banks offer bill pay services that can be used to set up recurring gifts  
3. U.S. Postal Service: Simply drop a check in the mail. If you would like to receive return 

envelopes, please let us know when filling out a communication card 
(https://dcc.breezechms.com/form/CommCard)  

 

• Vulnerable Population - We encourage you to remain safe at home. Contact your ministry/group leader 
about providing online access to the gathering or meeting if necessary. 

 
Church Communication 
Please continue to monitor the following communication tools for the latest regathering information: 

• Website 

• Prayer Chain & Emails 

• Our weekly DCC Newsletter 

• Announcements during the 10am livestream on Sundays. 
 
 
UPDATED SCHOOL INFORMATION 

The summer began with promise of a normal school year, but instead we have settled into a hybrid strategy 
that includes both online and on campus learning. We are so proud of all the hard work our school staff has 
done to get students back on campus while still balancing all the legal requirements for opening and 
maintaining a safe and healthy learning environment. 
 
Regardless of the challenges we are currently facing, we as Christians can take comfort in the truth and the 
hope that God has a purpose for each one of us. The school board, church and school staff are confident 
that God’s purpose for us is to continue to provide a quality, Biblically-based education to the children of the 
greater Damascus community in the midst of these unprecedented times. 
 
Please join us in praying for the health and safety of our staff and students during this school year. Also pray 
for a drop in COVID cases, to allow us to meet the metrics in Clackamas county for a return to full in-person 
school for all our students as soon as possible. 
 
For all the latest school information, please visit our DCS COVID-19 page at the website: 
http://damascusor.apptegy.us/o/damascus-christian-school/page/covid-19-information-for-2020-2021-
school-year  

 
 
In closing, we trust that you have found the information provided to be helpful. In this unprecedented season as 
we face continuous uncertainties in the life of our church and school, we ask you to join us in focusing on the 
fact the God is still on the throne and continues to love, teach, and lead us through it all.  
 
Please know that at the heart of everything we are doing it is to protect and care for you in the best possible 
way we can. As leaders, we strive to do what is best for all involved. Thank you for your graciousness and 
understanding with each of us as we work together in an effort to honor God in this process. 
 
Please know that we love you and are praying for you. Join us in praying for the health, and unity of all our 
church and school families and staff. 
 
By His Grace,  
The DCC Elder Council 
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