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Mahomet-Seymour 
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT NO. 3 

Champaign County, Illinois 
Meeting of the Board of Education  

Regular Meeting 
 
 
Held in the Board Conference Room       Date:  September 21, 2020 
 
 
7:00 Regular Board Meeting 
1. Call to order 

The Regular Board Meeting was called to order by President Max McComb at 7:02 p.m.  He welcomed all present to 
the meeting. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Board members physically present for the roll call were Max McComb, Lori Larson, Merle Giles, and Dr. Jeremy 
Henrichs.  Board members Meghan Hennesy, Ken Keefe, and Dr. Colleen Schultz attended remotely. Also physically 
present were Superintendent, Dr. Lindsey Hall, and Board Recorder, Dawn Quinley.  
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
President McComb asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
4. Approval of Agenda 

Motion was made by Giles, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the agenda as presented.  Mr. Keefe asked to move 
the COVID-19 Update/School Plan earlier in the agenda.  President McComb agreed to move COVID-19 
Update/School Plan from item 5 to item 2. The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0. Motion carried. 

 
5. Consent Agenda Items 

President McComb asked the Board if they would like to see any changes to the consent agenda.   
 Minutes for the August 3, 2020 Study Session - Open Session 
 Minutes for the August 3, 2020, Study Session – Closed Session 
 Minutes for the August 17, 2020 Regular Meeting –Open Session 
 Minutes for the August 17, 2020 Regular Meeting –Closed Session 
 Bills 
 Treasurer’s Report 
 Personnel Changes 
 EIS Administrator/Teacher Salary & Benefit Report 
 Surplus Items 
 

Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion was 
approved by “yes” vote, 4-3.  Members Giles, Henrichs, Larson and McComb voted yes.  Members Hennesy, Keefe, 
and Schultz voted no.  Motion carried.   

 
6. Donations  

Dr. Lindsey Hall read the donation list: 
 

Name of Donor Donation To Description Value
MSBBA Junior High Annual cash donation $1,000
United Way of Champaign 
County & Community 
Foundation of East Central 
Illinois 

District Cash for school supplies $2,500
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Motion was made by Schultz, seconded by Hennesy, to approve the Donation List as presented.  Motion was 
approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 

7. Communications from PTO, MSEA, Foundation, Visitors and Board Commendations 
PTO: No report 
MSEA: Megan Jones, co-president of the MSEA, shared a statement from the MSEA. The Association remains 
opposed to a return to full in-person instruction on October 1.    
Foundation: Lori Larson shared a message from Tammy Marsh, Co-President of the Foundation.  Mrs. Marsh 
explained that because the Bulldog Bash was not able to be held this year, the Foundation is looking for ways to raise 
funds as the Bulldog Bash usually brings in $70,000 – $80,000 each year. There will be a committee meeting this 
month to see what can be done. She encouraged people to get involved in the Foundation.  
 
Public Participation 

Name Topic 
Camden Wood COVID-19 School Plan 
Martin McFarlane COVID-19 School Plan 
Brooke Didier Starks COVID-19 School Plan 
Ali Clapper COVID-19 School Plan 
Victoria Eckley COVID-19 School Plan 
Casey Buchanan COVID-19 School Plan 
Sarah Vrona COVID-19 School Plan 
Katty Sievers COVID-19 School Plan 
Nikki Gallier COVID-19 School Plan 
Jeff, Sandy, & Brady Welter COVID-19 School Plan 
Jackie & Jim Rayburn COVID-19 School Plan 
Nadalie Walsh COVID-19 School Plan 
Erin Kesler COVID-19 School Plan 
Sara Hagemeyer COVID-19 School Plan 
Anna Dilger COVID-19 School Plan 
Danielle Kawakita COVID-19 School Plan 
Roger & Jennifer Diercks COVID-19 School Plan 
Josh Jessup COVID-19 School Plan 
Laura Farrell COVID-19 School Plan 
Kari Baumann COVID-19 School Plan 
Mandy Shanks COVID-19 School Plan 
Nicki Negrau COVID-19 School Plan 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Rudawski COVID-19 School Plan 
Stephanie Nelson COVID-19 School Plan 
Dianne Loyet COVID-19 School Plan 
Scott White COVID-19 School Plan 
Kristen DiFilippo COVID-19 School Plan 
Katie Pabst COVID-19 School Plan 
Kamie Manuel COVID-19 School Plan 

 
8. Reports, Updates & Informational Board Communication   

Mr. Ken Keefe wants to let staff members that are currently struggling with COVID know that they are on his mind 
and he hopes they recover quickly. 
Mrs. Meghan Hennesy no report tonight. 
Dr. Colleen Schultz echoed Ken’s words about those staff members struggling with COVID.  She shared a quote 
from Jurassic Park, “Life will find a way.” She thinks, “Teachers will find a way.” It is a very difficult situation, and 
she knows teachers are finding ways to connect and teach even when asked to do something virtually impossible.  She 
thanked all of the teachers and support staff. 
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Mr. Merle Giles echoed the thanks to all of the teachers, students, staff and administrators.  
Dr. Jeremy Henrichs echoed thanks to all staff. It’s a difficult task trying to balance all of the things they are doing 
with teaching in-person and remotely.  He thinks it may be asking too much of them. Feels we may be losing a full 
year of education for our students.  
Lori Larson is concerned about the students and their learning.  She said that the schools are here for a purpose, and 
we are not able to do that because of fear. There is no forecast that this is going anywhere soon.  We cannot just lay 
down and be content.  
President Max McComb gave a recap of the two town hall meetings that have been held so far. He said there has 
been good participation both weeks.  Moving forward, this is the work needed to lay the ground work to change the 
culture in our buildings regarding diversity, equity, and inclusion. The goal is to change from within. He thanked 
everyone who has come out and helped.  Also, he shared that the Board has received a tremendous amount of 
feedback about school reopening plans. He shared that everybody is being heard and the Board is listening.  He 
stressed that if the path chosen isn’t what you want, it isn’t because you aren’t valued or heard, but that the Board had 
to choose a path forward.   
  
Financial Update  
Heather Smith, Chief School Business Official, gave a financial report to the Board. She shared that we are down in 
revenue compared to the preliminary budget because the Champaign County Treasurer’s Office is a month behind in 
payments to the District. Expenses are in line with the preliminary budget.  The Village of Mahomet has also not been 
able to distribute TIF payments because they have not received needed information from the Champaign County 
Treasurer’s office, but the Village will pay out based on last year’s payments and reconcile later if needed.  She 
thanked Dr. Rummel and Mr. Lynn for their work on a $209,000 technology grant that the District was awarded.  This 
allowed for a decrease in the operational deficit of $209,000. The Board asked several follow up questions about the 
technology grant.      
 
Director of Special Education’s Report 
Mrs. Northrup’s report was included in the board packet.  It was co-written by Coordinator or Student Services, 
Marissa Hill. The Board did not have any follow up questions. 
 
Director of Instruction’s Report  
Dr. Nicole Rummel’s report was included in the Board packet.  She shared that the professional development on 
Mondays has been very well received. A choice board has been offered in the morning, and the afternoon sessions 
have been focused on diversity, bias, and LGBTQ student support.  The Board asked if there was a current staff 
member able to teach the new computer science course.  Dr. Rummel shared that certification in math is required and 
we have certified teachers on staff.  There will be a presentation on the new course at next month’s board meeting.  
 
Superintendent’s Report    
Dr. Lindsey Hall’s report was included in the board packet. She shared that Mahomet is the focus of WCIA’s Our 
Town series this week.  WCIA spent some time putting together stories on the Freshman Mentoring Program and 
Give Me 5 Backpack Program. Dr. Hall also mentioned that the District is aware of some issues with our food service 
provider, Arbor Management.  Conversations are ongoing and there has been some improvement.  She reminded 
everyone that meals are free for all students and all children 18 and under in the M-S School District through 
December.  She thanked everyone who came out to the town hall this earlier in the evening. The next meeting will be 
held at the tennis courts at Candlewood Estates.  
 

9. Regular Business 
9. A. Unfinished Business 
9. B.  New Business  
9.B.1. 2019-2020Annual District Audit 
Hope Wheeler, Principal with Clifton, Larson, Allen, gave a presentation to the Board regarding the 2019-2020 
Annual District Audit. The full audit packet is included in the meeting packet. The Board asked some follow up 
questions. Heather Smith and the Board thanked Hope and her team for their work during the audit and throughout the 
year.   
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Motion was made by Larson, and seconded by Giles, to approve the 2019-2020 Annual District Audit as presented. 
The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 
9.B.2. COVID-19 Update/School Plan 
Dr. Lindsey Hall shared that her recommendation continues to be to remain with the hybrid model for the rest of the 
semester.  She also asked the Board to begin thinking about providing direction for next semester.  She would like to 
avoid a monthly discussion about school plans, and there is a significant amount of work that has to be done to 
prepare for any changes that need to be made.  If there will be a new plan for second semester, administration will 
need time to talk with MSEA, teachers, staff, and parents.  She shared that she thinks it is relevant to think about how 
many students and staff are in quarantine because if there are too many, we will get shut down, and all students will 
be learning remotely.  We are required to keep a fully remote plan in place, so if the board chooses to go back, it 
needs to be 4 days and not 5 days per week, so that the planning needs can be met. The Board had several follow up 
questions for Dr. Hall and Meg Jones, Co-President of the MSEA who was also in attendance at the meeting.   
    
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, to return to 4 days of in-person instruction beginning second 
quarter, October 19, with an implementation date of October 26 which gives time for planning.  After a period of 
further discussion about the motion, President McComb called for a vote.  Motion was not approved by a vote of 3-4.  
Members Larson, Henrichs, and McComb voted yes.  Members Keefe, Hennesy, Schultz, and Giles voted no.  Motion 
defeated.        
 
Motion made by McComb, seconded by Henrichs, to remain on the current plan for the rest of the first semester, and 
to ask the  administrative team and Reopening Task Force to make a plan for moving to four full days beginning 
second semester.  The Board discussed the motion and clarification was given that if the motion passes, the District 
will still need a fully remote option, and the District will move to the four day option at second semester.  The motion 
is not just to develop a plan, but to actually move to four days on in-person instruction.      
 
After further discussion, President McComb called for a vote on the motion.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 
4-3.  Members Giles, Henrichs, Larson, and McComb voted yes.  Members Keefe, Schultz, and Hennesy voted no.  
Motion carried.   
  
9.B.3. 2020-2021 Budget Adoption 
CSBO Heather Smith gave the board a recap of changes made to the preliminary budget since the Budget Hearing on 
September 14, 2020.  She asked the Board to approve the preliminary budget. The Board asked several follow up 
questions including changes in budgeted revenue from the prior year, sales tax amounts included in the budget, and 
amounts set aside for abatement, and several district projects.  
 
Motion was made by Giles, and seconded by Henrichs, to adopt the 2020-2021 District Budget as presented. The 
motion was approved by “yes” vote, 5-1.  Member Hennesy voted no.  Member Schultz abstained.  Motion carried.  
 
9.B.4. IGA with VOM: 13 Acres 
Dr. Lindsey Hall asked for approval of the intergovernmental agreement regarding 13 Acres which was discussed at a 
previous meeting.  If the Board approves the agreement, a resolution for the sale will be brought to the Board at the 
October meeting and will require 2/3 majority vote.  The Board asked a follow up question related to the maintenance 
and use agreement.  The date on that agreement would be dated after closing on the sale.  
 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement with the Village 
of Mahomet covering the sale of 13 Acres.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 4-3. Members Giles, Henrichs, 
Larson, and McComb voted yes.  Members Hennesy, Schultz, and Keefe voted no.  Motion carried.   
 
The Board discussed whether or not the IGA requires a 2/3 vote in order to pass. President McComb explained that 
attorneys have expressed an opinion that the IGA requires a majority vote for approval, and the resolution for sale 
needs to pass at a higher level.  
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9.B.5. IGA with VOM: Conway Farms 
Dr. Lindsey Hall asked for approval of the intergovernmental agreement regarding Conway Farms which was 
discussed at a previous meeting. President McComb shared that he just received communication from the Village that 
section 5a will be revised to add that the water main along Churchill Road will be constructed by the Village.  The 
Board discussed the agreement and asked several follow up questions. Discussion centered on placement of the road, 
its impact to the District’s future building needs, and the water main installations.    
 
Motion was made by Giles, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement with Village of 
Mahomet addressing the construction of roads/infrastructure through the Conway Farms subdivision with the revision 
to 5a to include construction of the water main along Churchill Road as communicated by the Village.  The motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 4-3.  Members Henrichs, Larson, Giles, and McComb voted yes.  Members Hennesy, 
Schultz, and Keefe voted no.  Motion carried.     
 
The Board discussed whether or not giving the Village right of way through the land is a transfer of land from one 
entity to another that requires a 2/3 vote in order to pass. President McComb said that the District owns the land, but is 
giving the Village right of way to build the road.  He stated that attorneys reviewed the agreement prior to the 
meeting.   
 
9.B.6. Community Engagement 
Dr. Lindsey Hall introduced Rod Wright from Creative Entourage and Damien Schlitt from BLDD Architects, two 
potential partners in the community engagement process. She explained that community engagement is a way to 
obtain feedback and input from the community and can inform a set of goals or a strategic plans that ensures that tax 
payer voices are heard.  Damien Schlitt gave the Board an overview of the process.  He reviewed the charge that will 
need approval by the Board in order to begin the process.  He reviewed the components of the process, people 
involved, and the time it takes to go through the process.  The Board asked several follow up questions including what 
the community engagement initiative might cost the District.  Mr. Schlitt said he will pull together some information 
about potential cost for the Board.  The charge will be discussed again at the October study session.    

 
9.B.7. MOUs with MSEA: Evaluation & Paid Administrative Absence 
Dr. Lindsey Hall reviewed the two memorandums of understanding with the MSEA. They address teacher evaluation 
for this year and paid administrative absences beyond what could be considered normal for COVID-19 reasons.  The 
Board asked several follow up questions related to the paid administrative absences MOU, and the length of the 
MOUs.  Dr. Hall indicated that these will be reviewed with the MSEA, as needed, if COVID-19 extends beyond this 
school year.   
 
Motion made by Larson, seconded by Giles, to approve the MOUs as presented.  The motion was approved by “yes” 
vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.  
 
9.B.8 Approve Health/Life Safety Amendment 
Dr. Lindsey Hall explained that Board approval is needed to proceed with directing BLDD Architects to submit a 
health/life safety amendment.  The amendment would allow the district to use health/life safety funds to replace 
boilers at the high school.  The timing for replacement can be decided later. The Board asked several follow up 
questions.   
 
Motion made by Giles, seconded by Larson, to approve the authorization to direct BLDD Architects to file an HLS 
Amendment in the amount of $420,000.  Motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
   
9.B.9. Approve Temporary Transfers Resolution 
CSBO Heather Smith explained the need for the resolution.  Approval will enable the District to cover any deficits 
that might occur while waiting for money from various sources throughout the year.  
 
Motion made by Henrichs, seconded by Giles, to approve the resolution for temporary transfers out of Working Cash 
Fund.  Motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.     
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9.B.10. Approve Permanent Transfers Resolution 
CSBO Heather Smith explained the need for the resolution.  Approval will enable the District to cover any deficits at 
the end of the year. The resolution allows a permanent transfer of up to $200,000 from the Working Cash Fund to the 
Education Fund, up to $460,000 from the Working Cash Fund to the Operations and Maintenance Fund, and up to 
$150,000 from the Working Cash Fund to the Transportation Fund. 
  
Motion made by Giles, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the resolution for the abatement of Working Cash Fund.  
 
Prior to adjournment, Mrs. Hennesy asked President McComb to clarify that the land entity transfer between the two 
governmental entities does not require a 2/3 majority of the Board.  President McComb explained that according to 
District attorneys, the two intergovernmental agreements voted on at the meeting required a majority vote for 
approval by the Board. The resolution for the transfer of 13 Acres will need a 2/3 majority, which is 5 votes in favor, 
to pass.  This vote will be on the agenda for the October meeting. The Conway Farms issue is an easement and not a 
transfer of ownership of the land.   
 

10. Adjournment 
With no further business to come before the Board, motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, to 
adjourn.  Motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 11:56 p.m.   
  

 
 

 
Max McComb, President     Dr. Jeremy Henrichs, Secretary    
         
        Submitted by Dawn Quinley, Board Recorder 
 
 


