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Mahomet-Seymour 
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT NO. 3 

Champaign County, Illinois 
Meeting of the Board of Education  

Study Session 
 
Held in the Board Conference Room       Date:  September 14, 2020 
 
8:00 Study Session 
1. Call to order 

The Special Meeting was called to order by President Max McComb at 8:00 p.m.  He welcomed all present 
to the meeting. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Board members physically present for the roll call were Max McComb, Lori Larson, Merle Giles, and Dr. 
Jeremy Henrichs.  Board members Meghan Hennesy, Ken Keefe, and Dr. Colleen Schultz attended 
remotely. Also physically present were Superintendent, Dr. Lindsey Hall, and Board Recorder, Dawn 
Quinley. 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
President McComb asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Larson, to approve the agenda as presented. The motion was 
approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.  

 
5. Public Comment 
 

Name Topic 
Nikki Gallier School reopening plans 
Jeff Frerichs School reopening plans 
Jodi Eisenmann School reopening plans 
Katie Esker School reopening plans 
Dee Chapman School reopening plans 
Stephanie Nelson School reopening plans 
Diana Onken School reopening plans 
Sandy Welter School reopening plans 
Katty Sievers School reopening plans 
Josh Jessup School reopening plans 
Katie Pabst School reopening plans 
Bobby Boykin 13 Acres Park resolution 
Heather McKinney School reopening plans 
Susan & Nathan Adamson School reopening plans 
Tanya Knauff School reopening plans 
Melissa Trainor School reopening plans 
Jen Savener School reopening plans 
Meg Loven School reopening plans 
Laura Lang School reopening plans 
Mindy Spencer School reopening plans 
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Samantha Olson School reopening plans 
Angela Norman School reopening plans 
Jenn Johnson School reopening plans 
Anna Dilger School reopening plans 
Kamie Manuel School reopening plans 
Kim Killion School reopening plans 
Amy Bergman School reopening plans 
Taylor Yardley School reopening plans 
Amy Dean School reopening plans 
Connie Hoagland School reopening plans 
Marcie Stout School reopening plans 
Susie Baker School reopening plans 
Margaret Campbell School reopening plans 
Sophie Deck School reopening plans 
Rachel Smith-Bolton School reopening plans 
Mandi Alt School reopening plans 
Alexis McCarthy School reopening plans 
Julie Cebulski School reopening plans 
Tara Allen School reopening plans 
Corinne Moberley School reopening plans 
Kimberly Clark School reopening plans 
Lisa Morgan School reopening plans 
Kendra Thomas School reopening plans 
Jennifer Scheele School reopening plans 
Sheena Garland School reopening plans 
Lisa Cosimini School reopening plans 
Jennifer Smith School reopening plans 
Emily Patrick School reopening plans 
Mandi Simeone School reopening plans 
Jessica Dyer School reopening plans 
Jackie Rayburn School reopening plans 
Sarah Vrona School reopening plans 

 
6. Covid-19 Update 

District Nurse, Nita Bachman, gave the Board an overview of some data and observations from the first 4 
weeks of schools including information about positive COVID-19 cases within the District, numbers of 
quarantined students and staff, and weekly student attendance so far this school year.  She acknowledged the 
efforts and flexibility of the all staff and the community, noting that this is what has allowed the District to 
remain open.   
 
Mrs. Bachman and Dr. Hall highlighted several things that have been learned since the start of the school 
year: 1) the ability to identify close contacts at school is critical to remaining to schools not being closed by 
CUPHD; 2) the ability to maintain social distancing is critical to keeping quarantine levels lower; 3) there 
are space constraints at the junior high and high school that prevent maintaining social distances during 
lunchtime.  The junior high, in particular, has many issues with space and keeping students physically 
distanced; 4) when students are quarantined due to close contact, parents get little notice. If there is a return 
to full in-person learning, there will be a greater number of students and staff who must quarantine which 
will increase the numbers of remote learners; 5) if there is a return to full in-person learning, Mondays will 
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still be needed as a professional development/collaboration/full remote day so that teachers can plan for the 
remote portion of the school reopening plan which must continue to be offered. Both Dr. Hall and Mrs. 
Bachman recommended continuing with the hybrid plan and the full remote plan for the remainder of the 
first semester.  
 
The Board asked several follow up questions including about how many school exposures turned positive, 
and about mental health issues related to isolation. A question was asked about what it would take for a 
recommendation to return to full in-person learning.  Mrs. Bachman explained that the coming winter 
months give her the greatest pause because of the possibility of an increase in spread of contagious illnesses 
due to more time spent indoors. Concern was expressed by some Board members about not bringing 
students back to school, and creating a situation where students cannot return to school full time because 
there are too many hurdles to clear. The topic will be on the agenda at the next meeting for a vote. The 
Board asked Dr. Hall to get more information from Dunlap, Morton, or other districts of similar size to get 
their experience for comparison.  The Board thanked the staff for all of the work done so far. 
 

7. Closed Session 
McComb stated it was necessary to go into Closed Session for the purpose of: 1) The purchase or lease of 
real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a 
particular parcel should be acquired. 2) Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the 
particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the 
public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be 
recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting. 3) The setting of a price for sale or lease of 
property owned by the public body. 
 
Motion was made by Giles, seconded by Larson, at 9:20 p.m. to go into closed session for the purpose 
stated by McComb.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 6-1.  Member Hennesy voted no.  Motion 
carried.   
 
Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Giles, at 10:24 p.m., to return to open session.  The motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.  
 

8. Adjournment 
With no further business to come before the Board, motion was made by Giles, seconded by Henrichs, 
to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 p.m. by “yes” vote, 7-0. 
 

 
 

 
Max McComb, President     Dr. Jeremy Henrichs, Secretary  
  
        Submitted by Dawn Quinley, Board Recorder 


