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SHERMAN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

May 27, 2014 

 

The Board of Directors of Sherman County School District met in the Sherman County 
Public/School Library Meeting Room in Moro, Oregon on May 27, 2014.  The following were 
present:  Vice Chair, Angie Thompson; Directors: Liz Mills, Kyle Blagg and Jim Macnab; Interim 
Superintendent, Ivan Ritchie; Business Manager, Kim McKinney; Board Secretary, Jennifer 
Berry; Staff Members: Gerald Casper, Ree Ella von Borstel, Samantha R-Smith, Janet Pinkerton, 
Kalie Rolfe; Visitors: Liz Cranston, Mike Marino, Scott Steele, Peter Tarzian, Lowell Smith  
Absent: Chair Martin 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Vice Chair, Thompson opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag 
at 5:03 p.m. and thanked everyone for coming. 
 

WORK SESSION 
 

Project Manager 
Superintendent Ritchie gave an update on a meeting held to discuss the desired school 
programs and how the new building could fit those needs. A revision of the conceptual plan 
was presented based on that discussion.  
 
The greenhouse was moved to the old tennis courts which would be closer to the location of 
the new AG building. It was placed at an angle for best use of the sun for solar.  
 
Truck access is shown on the diagram to the Ag Building and the Kitchen.  
 
The parking lot and bus drop off was reconfigured to allow for appropriate accessible parking 
and safe bus loading and drop off. Raised crosswalks were added to cross the road to the 
student gravel parking lot. Six ADA parking spots were added in the front of the building. It was 
brought to the attention of the project manager that the library would like the library parking 
to remain but, he explained that they could not keep it in its current location because of the 
slope and accessible needs. An option would be to have the library use some of the parking on 
the west side of the road.   
 
Some classrooms were relabeled to keep lower grades on one side and upper grades on the 
opposite side for ease of going to their designated play area.  
 
The old entry and admin area does not yet have a designated purpose. The vault will remain 
there. Some options are to use it as meeting space and/or storage. This space could be 
designated in the future as needs arise.  
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The dark room and 2/3 of a classroom next to the admin area are also undesignated. It may be 
possible to merge them into one classroom.  
 
A double gym is shown in one option and a single gym in the other. The construction cost for 
the double gym would be approximately $9,587,388. The program manager said this estimate 
may be on the high side. The single gym would cost about $8,119,480. These estimates do not 
include soft costs, which typically add 14-15%.  
 
There are now one set of bathrooms by the gym rather than having two sets so close to each 
other.  
 
There is room for chairs or standing alongside the court but, no bleachers.  
  
One hallway has been removed along with a couple classrooms that could be designated in 
existing areas. Maybe some rooms could be used as flex rooms to have more than one purpose.  
 
The preschool now has outside access to their own play area.  
 
The admin area was redesigned. Lowell Smith was concerned with the reduction of the gallery 
area. It was suggested that the new gathering area could be used as the gallery.  
 
The project manager advised that the building code states that if you are remodeling then up to 
25% of the budget must be used to bring the building up to ADA compliance.  
 
The ball fields on the diagram are placeholders for the future.  
 
A suggestion was made that the Elementary students and the Jr/Sr High students could possible 
share the Special Education room during different times of the day. The old admin area could 
be used as a testing area.  
 
The home economics room is a large space that may not be used as much in the programs 
offered. This room could be used for other programs offered. Teachers from the lower grades 
said they would utilize the kitchen equipment in that room.  
 
The Server/IT room has been enlarged to fit the needs of the consolidation.  
 
There was a concern about the intersections and if those would be reconfigured. There is not 
money in the budget for this as it is a county road. 
 
An explanation was given on the vestibule at the entry between the school and the library. The 
county will need to be contacted to see if they will allow modifications of their building for the 
new school entry.  
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The program managers need the administration to decide what programs will be offered and 
which ones could combine/share a room. They will also need to know what decision is made on 
having a double gym or single gym.     
 

ADJOURNMENT 
    
There being no further business, Vice Chair Thompson declared the meeting adjourned at 6:28 
p.m. 
 
___________________________________  ________________________________ 
Vice Chair, Angie Thompson    Board Secretary, Jennifer Berry 
 
 


