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October 20, 2020 

 

 

Dear DUSD Family: 

 

As I write this letter, we are completing the first quarter of online instruction for all students PK-

12.  I am pleased to inform that, despite challenges, we are making steady progress. It takes a total 

team effort and a shared sacrifice. It is different than before the pandemic but students are in school 

and learning, despite being online.  Additionally, I need to inform you that our Governing Board 

made the decision to continue educating all of our students via the online model as explained in 

our Distance Learning Plan until further notice.  

 

Our Governing Board took input from all stakeholders within the community and made this 

difficult decision first and foremost for the safety and well-being of all students and staff. We know 

that this is not ideal for all students and families. In order to make improvements in our Distance 

Learning Plan all students will now be meeting virtually with their teachers four times a week. We 

really took input from students and parents and felt that increased instructional time with teachers 

will help students academically. All students will now be meeting with their teachers for 

synchronous learning on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. Wednesday is still a full school 

day for all students and the requirement is they attend class for full remote learning, individualized 

meetings with teachers, or one-to-one support via teacher office hours.  It is important that students 

and parents completely understand that attending school and completing assignments is not 

optional. Teachers are assigning grades and delivering instruction with sound instructional 

practice, quality, and student-centered focus. More information will be shared by your child’s 

teacher or school.  

 

Every school continues to welcome students into our “safe” learning spaces, where students are 

doing their virtual learning at the school site. These students are not having direct instruction with 

their teachers, but are being provided supervision, assistance, meals, and activities that are 

appropriate for students. We have a limited number of “safe” leaning spaces at each site. If a space 

is needed for your child to attend school every day, please contact your child’s school and you 

may be afforded a space or put on a waiting list. We will attempt to accommodate every child that 

needs a space, as long as we have space and staff who can oversee students in a safe manner. 

Parents, please do not send your sick child to school. They can stay at home and still complete 

their assignments online. Keep the lines of communication with school staff to avoid any spread 

of the virus at schools.  

 

As part of our COVID-19 School Protocols, I’d like to inform you that if at any time there is a 

positive case for a student or staff, we will keep the school community informed via an 

informational letter. This is a common practice and will be followed as a form of communication.  
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It is not intended to alarm anyone, but do understand that all information pertinent to an individual 

will remain confidential. Schools will always follow our safety protocols to ensure students and 

staff remain safe. We will also take guidance from our local health department if need be.  

 

It is the intent of DUSD to resume in-person instruction as soon as our Governing Board feels it is 

safer to do so. We will be providing updates regularly so that you are well informed. If you or your 

child needs support, please reach out to your school principal, teacher, or any DUSD department 

for assistance. 

 

I am sincerely humbled and so grateful for the Douglas spirit of community, perseverance, and 

commitment to our students. This shared effort will continue to serve us in our mission of working 

collaboratively, each and every one doing their part, one step at a time.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ana C. Samaniego 

Superintendent 

 


