
 

 

 

 

October 19, 2020 

 

Greetings Dowagiac School Parents, Staff, and Community Members: 
 

This afternoon we received notification of a second H.S. student testing positive for COVID-19.  The 

contact tracing shows this student did not contract C-19 while at school.  We were informed by the Van 

Buren/Cass County Health Department of this student’s positive test.  While we must protect the privacy of 

the person involved, we believe it is best to communicate transparently with you so you can make well-

informed decisions for your family.  In working with the VB/CCHD, any students or staff who need to be 

quarantined have already been contacted directly either by the health department and/or our school nurse. 

 

A key element in the assessment for determining who does or does not need to be quarantined is being 

within a 6-foot range for over 15 minutes.  If the health department determines further investigation is 

necessary for this event, those individuals will be contacted by the school or the health department as well. 

 

We are committed to the safety and health of our students, staff, and community.  In cooperation with the 

Van Buren/Cass County Health Department we are sharing the following request:  if your child is sick, if 

you know that they have potentially been exposed, or if anyone in the home is sick or has tested positive, 

please follow the health department guidelines on keeping your child home. 

 

COVID-19 is transmitted through person-to-person contact and through the exchange of respiratory droplets. 

As more cases are being confirmed across the state, including in our community, it is important to be sensible, 

but to also be vigilant.  Some of the symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, shortness of breath, and 

loss of taste or smell.  Symptoms usually appear 2-14 days after exposure.  If you or any member of your 

family exhibit these symptoms, please contact your medical provider for advice immediately. 

 

*Additionally, using these best practices can help prevent the spread of C-19: 

*Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 

*Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available. 

*Avoid close contact with those who are sick. 

*Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue or your sleeve. 

*Avoid toughing your eyes, mouth and nose. 

*Disinfect frequently touched surfaces and objects. 

*Practice social distancing, by have six feet between you and other people as much as possible. 

*Avoid large group gatherings when possible.   

 

Dowagiac Union Schools will continue to clean and disinfect surfaces inside all district schools.  

If you would like to learn more about COVID-19, the following links are reliable and accurate 

sources for information: 

CDC COVID-19 Information       Talking to Children About COVID-19 

Michigan.gov/coronavirus            Vbcassdhd.org/coronavirus 

 

Our greatest priority is the safety of our students, staff, and community members. Please continue to take 

necessary precautions to protect yourself and those around you. It is important to remember that children are 

greatly influenced by the reactions of adults when facing difficult circumstances. I encourage everyone to 

remain calm and to be empathic and respectful to those affected. 

 

We are grateful for the opportunity to serve you and your family, especially as we face this challenging 

situation together. Thank you for your support. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
    Jonathan M. Whan 

         Superintendent 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource

