FEBRUARY 2, 2023

n @penascoisd

WHAT'S INSIDE

Baile Community Event

STOPIt App: Report Bullying
Join the Equity Council

Homecoming Photos
Snow Lessons

Sky Dome Portable Planetarium

Elementary History Photo Project

Peiasco Post:
Homecoming Highlights
Environthon Update
Elementary Sipapu Trip
Mr. Sanchez Memorial

PISD Shout Outs

Job Openings

PENASCO COMMUNITY BAILE

Thursday, March 23
4-5:30: Dance Lessons
6:15-7:45: Community Dance

In partnership with the NM Humanities
Council, PISD will host Lone Pinon, a band
that plays and preserves traditional Northern Pirion

NM music, plus dancers who will teach the http.

PISD UPDATE

575-587-2502
penascoisd.com

CALENDAR

Thursday, February 2, 3:30
B-Ball at Questa

Saturday, February 4, 1:00
B-Ball at Mora

Thursday, February 9, 4:00
B-ball at McCurdy

Saturday, February 11, 1:00

B-ball vs Escalante
Tuesday, February 14
Board Meeting

Wednesday, February 15, 4:00
B-Ball vs Questa

Thursday, February 16, 3:00
B-ball at Mesa Vista
Friday, February 17

Extended Learning Day
MS/HS Sipapu Ski Trip

qd
traditional dances of our region. Food will be w@
dance-;

served. Open to all!



DISTRICT INFO

HELP PROTECT OUR KIDS FROM BULLYING

All Penasco schools are using the STOPIit app for anonymous and safe
reporting of bullying and other safety issues. To use the app, click here:
https://appweb.stopitsolutions.com/login. Search for "Penasco" and the
select the appropriate school. The reporting form looks like this:

Pafiasco High School

Mew incident

What is this incident about? (Reguired)

Tell us what is going on. The more you provide, the
better we can help.

Whao is in need of help? (one or more people: first
name, last name, nickname, gendear, race/ethnicity,
grade level, address) (Reguired)

When did or will the incident take place? (approximate
date and time) (Required)

Where did or will the incident take place? (physical
location, secial media platform, school event)
(Required)

B Add photos/videos

SLIBMIT



HOMECOMING

Winners of the Royal Court

Sylvia Brown - Queen  Cheyenne Martinez -princess  Shia Romero -duke
Louis Mclntosh -King ~ Anthony Naranjo -prince Alicia Abeyta -duchess
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HOMECOMING

Thank you to the Taos County Sheriff's
Department, all chaperones, and to the Middle
School Student Council for helping decorate for
the Homecoming Dance!




SCHOOL NEWS

ELEMENTARY SNOW LESSONS

Ms. Vigil's first grade class used the snow Extended Learning Day on January
20 as an opportunity to do some science lessons focused on snow!




SCHOOL NEWS

SKY DOME VISITS PISD

Elementary and middle school students experienced the inside of a portable
planetarium from StarLab.
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SCHOOL NEWS

ELEMENTARY HISTORY/PHOTO/DICHO PROJECT

Elementary school students are learning about our community's history and
stories through photographs taken by FSA photographers in the 1940s and
housed in the Library of Congress. If you're in the elementary, check out the
bulletin board below, located outside the cafeteria, by the Tiwa room. Some
students will be bringing home equipment in order to take photographs, in
order to document their own lives and compare them to the people, places,
and activities pictured in the 1940s photos.
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Students will also be learning Did you know :
some of the dichos from our
community.

Your community

is famous. R history is preserved in

What you can do: = the biggest library in the
o Talk to your students about : -~ world.
the project! ; S8 Library of Congress 1IBRARY. ...
e Tell them stories from the ] ‘
past and your childhood. :
e Ask family for dichos they -
remember and still use. : B rsaa
e Check out photographs from )
our villages at
https://www.loc.gov.
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| beople and documented {88 The people and placesin
their lives. 7l these photographs are

<=2l deeply connected to the
LSBLotesitheyitook... 4 students and adults in this

are some of the most well- R VH school.
known photographs in

Find out how you are
connected to the Library
of Congress.

Ask the péople at
school about them.
Ask your families.
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PENASCO POST

Spirit Week at Penasco High/Middle School

Was a Success
By Alicia Abeyta, Alexuis Romero, Rochelle Lopez, and Alexuis Romero

Everyone loves a good homecoming story, and this story starts in a little
town called Penasco, where we have the mightiest Panther spirit. Penasco
students all come together to show their pride and support for one
important week out of the school year. Spirit week was announced to take
place from January 17- 20 with homecoming to follow on the 21st. Students'
and teachers' input from past years helped decide the themes for this year's
spirit week. Student Council Coordinator Maryam Bordbari states, “So
initially we did the whole homecoming all together. We planned the pep
rally, we planned the dance, we planned the bonfire; basically everything
was put together all at once at the same time. We started planning on
October 26th.”

Tuesday was white lie shirt/ anything but a backpack day. Students
showed up with shopping carts, suitcases, and wagons. Some white lie shirts
consisted of lies such as, "l like people my age," "l can be trusted with sharp
objects," and more funny lies about people's lives. On Wednesday, it was
pajama day, so students came to school in their pajamas. On Thursday, it
was favorite team/ twin day, so there were a lot of students showing up in
their favorite sports teams but not many showed up as twins. This day had
the most participation compared to the rest. Finally on Friday, students
were to dress up as their class colors, 6th grade- Purple, 7th grade- Red, 8th
grade- Blue, 9th grade- Yellow, 10th grade- Green, 11th grade- White, and
12th grade- Black. The Homecoming prep rally took place the same day.
Continued on next page

Left: Teachers
share a laugh
on their favorite
team day.

Right: Couples
at school match
' pajamas on
pajama day.




PENASCO POST

Spirit Week continued...

Students were presented with an afternoon full of laughter and games that
the student council kindly put together for the middle and high school
along with some elementary kids. The pep rally was supposed to take place
at La Jicarita Gym, but due to other activities going on at the time, it took
place at the middle school gym. Some students said that it was better in the
smaller gym because we don’'t have many students, while others suggested
that they enjoy the bigger gym better because we do more activities. There
was still a full day of school until 2:00 pm. The pep rally started at 2:00 pm,
ending at 3:45 pm, lasting longer than expected.

It started off with Sierra Atencio and Rochelle Lopez singing the school
song along with the high and middle school students. The crowd was
getting hyped thanks to Ms. Mercella Cordova for getting them to stand up
and get that school spirit. Many classes paraded around with their class
floats and chanted their class cheers at the top of their lungs. Many games
were played to test your coordination, strength, speed, and even shooting
form such as: musical chairs, tug of war which the sophomores so won, and
lastly an intense game of knock out where sophomore Alyssa Atencio barely
clutched up and knocked out senior Elias Archibeque for the win.

Continued on next page

Left: Princess Cheyenne Martinez and Queen
Sylvia Brown pose after being crowned.

Right: The junior class talks strategy before
the tog of war competition.



PENASCO POST

Spirit Week continued...

Saturday was an intense day as the boys JV and varsity basketball team
played the McCurdy Bobcats. The JV Penasco boys came in with an
interesting win after holding the lead all game up until fourth quarter,
losing the lead and making the last couple of minutes nerve wrecking.
Penasco varsity boys outscored the McCurdy Bobcats for the first half with
them scoring 31 and the Bobcats scoring 27. Half time for the varsity game
was one for the books for many students that attend Penasco: the
homecoming court winners were announced for Duke and Dutchess, Prince
and Princess, and King and Queen. The duke and dutchess winners were
Alicia Abeyta and Shia Romero. The prince and princess winners were
Cheyenne Martinez and Anthony Naranjo, and the king and queen of 2023’s
homecoming was Sylvia Brown and Louis Mcintosh. After the halftime
coronation, the Panthers ended up falling short in the second half scoring
only 21 points while the Bobcats scored 34, making the final score 61-52 and
giving the Bobcats one more win.

The Homecoming dance took place once the game ended. Couples
started to slowly show up around 8:30. Here students were able to take
photos, eat pizza, and dance the night away. At the entrance they were
given masqgquerade masks to go with the theme.

Student Council sponsor Maryam Bordbari, shared that homecoming went
well. "With the time that we had, | think it went great," Bordbari claims.
Although it got really overwhelming, Ms. Bordbari said she was very
fortunate to have a lot of support and many people who helped contribute
to this event. It was nice to see everyone so excited about homecoming and
spirit week; Bordbari wants to build up on it every year.



PENASCO POST

Environthon Update
By Enrique Gonzales

In Envirothon, there is not a lot happening at the moment. Members have
not been able to practice as of late because of the weather conditions.
Practice days are Monday and Wednesday from 4:30 to 7:30, and we will be
starting Sunday practices next Sunday from 12:00 to 4:00. Districts should
be coming up soon; however there is not a date as of yet. The fish for
Ms.Cordova's classroom, which Envirothon members will release in the
spring, should be here next week.

Envirothon has been a good after school activity that has been at the
school for quite a while. Some parts of Envirothon are the different subjects
that you can choose and study. There are 5 subjects that you can choose
from: Forestry, Aquatics, Soils, Wildlife, and Special Topic. A big part of
Envirothon is public speaking; there are 3 teams in total that we can have in
these competitions (A team, B team, C team), but as of now there's only one
and a half teams. Cordova and the team would like more people to join this
competition because it is a fun extracurricular activity for everyone.

When asked about what we should focus on the most at the moment in
practice Ms. Cordova said, "The teams need to focus on public speaking at
the moment.” The goal for the teams this year, according to Cordova, is "to
beat the team’s scores from last year” and she is confident that this will
happen thanks to the A team having more experience. While team member
Jayleni Medina hopes the team will at least get 3rd place at state, Alicia
Abeyta agrees with Cordova and says the team "knows what to expect and
how each other works."

When asked about how competitions will go Alicia Abeyta said, ‘I feel

continued on next page

ETAOS

SOIL & WATER

CONSERVATION
DISTRICT

A banner showcasing
last year's Envirothon
accomplishments
hangs proudly outside
of Ms. Cordova's
classroom.




PENASCO POST

Environthon continued...

somewhat confident because there are 3 people who competed in the
past,but at the same time we have had people missing, and we need to catch
them up with everything.” In practice, there is never a dull moment. When
asked about her favorite thing about Envirothon, Alicia said “My favorite thing
is finally having a team and having fun at practice.” Overall, the Envirothon
team has confidence for state and other competitions this year.

Sipapu Ski/Snowboard Trip
By Rochelle Lopez and Daylieen Abeyta

On January 20, 2023, the Penasco Elementary students had an
opportunity to attend a trip to the Sipapu Ski and Summer Resort. The trip
was completely free for the students, and a discount was provided for any
parent/guardian that wanted to chaperone. A permission slip was issued in
order to go; there was a paper and an online option. They had a choice to
either choose to ski or snowboard for the entirety of the day. Lessons were
included throughout the day, and everyone had lots of fun.

Students with their own gear/passes were encouraged to bring them. The
students had to be at school the previous day and they had to have zero F’'s
and D’s. There were also behavioral checks for each student to ensure that
they were eligible to go on the trip. If the students didn't meet these
requirements, they unfortunately weren't able to attend.

On February 17th, 2023 (Friday), MS/HS students will be going on a
ski/snowboard trip to the Sipapu Ski and Summer Resort. The same
requirements that the elementary school had will apply to the MS/HS. It
turned out to be a success for the elementary school and the plan is to do
the same for the MS/HS. These trips happened all the time many years ago,
and hopefully they come back to our school district!




PENASCO POST

Mr. Sanchez Memorial
By Madsion Rael, Savannah Browne, and Sylvia Brown

At this moment everyone knows about the sad passing of Thomas
Sanchez. He passed away suddenly on December 16th, 2022. His rosary was
held on December 27th, 2022, and his funeral mass was on December 28th,
2022.

He worked for the Socorro School District, East Las Vegas, West Las Vegas,
and Penasco Schools as a teacher, mentor, and administrator. He had a big
heart and loved being in the classroom. He was also a football coach for
Mateo and the Havoc football team. He loved music and had a lot of talent.
He would brighten the classroom by playing guitar and singing during class.
When he was 14 he flew to Nashville to record his first country demo.

Through all this he loved his family so much. He would talk about his love
for his daughter Izabela. He was so proud of all her achievements. He talked
so highly of her. Overall he was such an amazing dad. He would even bring
her to class some times.

He was a very loved and bright man. Sylvia Brown, Madison Rael, and
Savannah Browne interviewed some people who said some kind words
about him. Mr. Trujillo talked about how he will always remember them
going for wood and to games. Ms. Cordova said, "He was a funny, funny guy"
and said, "He was a really cool guy to talk to.” Coach AP said, "He was easy to
get along with and a nice guy all around". Sylvia Brown said, "He always
believed in me and told me | need to be confident with myself.” Madison
Rael said, "I didn't believe it happened.” This is such a sad loss that affected
everyone at our school. He will be missed and is loved.



PISD SHOUT OUTS

Ms. Montoya and the
AVID Team
"Thank you for the
support you provide as
implement new
strategies"”
-Mrs. Gonzales, Elementary
Principal

Mr. Noll and Penasco students
"Thank you for putting together
our Ski Trip and to our students for
representing our Elementary
school with Panther Pride."
-Mrs. Gonzales, Elementary
Principal

Mr. John Denne
"A big Thank You to Mr. John Denne who puts
a great amount of his own time and effort
Into capturing pictures of our students in
Penasco. He contributes his works to
newspaper outlets and MaxPreps. Mr. John
Denne can be seen on the sidelines with his
camera at home and away athletics events
waiting to capture the perfect action shot.
Penasco appreciates you!"
-Coach Mandy Montoya, Athletic Coordinator
and Girls Basketball Coach



PISD SHOUT OUTS

Homecoming Week Shout Outs

Picuris Forestry Department Taos County Sheriff's Department
and Pehasco Fire Department "Thank you for helping out at the
"Thank you for setting up the Homecoming Dancel."
bonfire for us and for being -Ms. Maryam Bordbari, MS/HS
present during the bonfire" Community Schools Coordinator

-Ms. Maryam Bordbari, MS/HS
Community Schools Coordinator

Student Council
"Thank you to a group of six
graders for putting in the
extra effort to make
homecoming week happen-
Jerome Romero, Patrick
Martinez, Michael Segura,
Rhiannon Trujillo, Esperanza
Martinez, Persaus Aguilar,
Alyssa Rodriguez and
Nevaeh Garcia.
-Ms. Maryam Bordbari, MS/HS
Community Schools
Coordinator




COAT DRIVE

Share The Warmth

WINTER

COATS NEEDED

Please help students in need by

donating new or gently used winter ;
coats. We are in need of both middle /A
school (ages 11-13) girls and boys
sizes.

BOOTS, GLOVES , SCARVES &
& NEW BLANKETS ALSO ;
WELCOMED!

o v
- #

ﬂ)rop-off MIddIe/High

Location School Office
ﬂor Additional (575) 587-25°A
Information Ext. 3009

Maryam Bordbari

We appreciate your support!




SCHOOL SPIRIT

Pefiasco High School Song

Hit ‘em high, hit 'em low,
Come on, Panthers, go, go, go!
That's the spirit to meet the foel
Get that ball. Keep it tight.
That's the way we wanna fight,
For the good 'ol Pefiasco High.
So come on great team,
Let's show 'em how we win.
Shout out your colors loud and clear,
Blue and Gold!

For it's high, high ho
And on the court we go,
For the good ‘ol Pefiasco High!

Go Panthers!



EMPLOYMENT

Certified Positions
Find the certified position application here:
https://www.penascoisd.com/page/certified-employment-application
e Secondary Math Teacher
e Secondary Spanish Teacher
e Social Worker

Non-Certified Positions
Find the non-certified position application here:
https://www.penascoisd.com/page/non-certified-application

e Activity Bus Driver/Substitute Bus Driver

o CDL/School Bus Endorsement costs will be paid with a 3-year
commitment agreement.

« SFA Reading Tutor

o After-School Counselor (MS/HS)

« STEM/Robotics Afterschool Activity Leader

e PT .25 FTE Welding/CTE Teacher

e Drill Team Coach

e Substitute Cooks

e Substitute Teachers

e Substitute Custodians

e Substitute Bus Drivers

For questions, email Amy Garcia at agarcia@penascoisd.com.



